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THE FEAST OF FEASTS — PASCHA

n Saturday, the day after the crucifixion of the
O Lord, His disciples and followers were filled with

gloom, for they had seen their Lord and Master
die, crucified on a cross. As Holy Scripture tells us, there
was a man named Joseph from the Jewish town of Ari-
mathea. He was a member of the council, a good and
righteous man, who had not consented to their purpose
and deed, and he was looking for the kingdom of God.
This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus
(Luke 23:50-52). Pilate gave him leave. So he came and
took away His body. [He and] Nicodemus also, who had
at first come to Him by night... took the body of Jesus,
and bound it in linen clothes... as is the burial custom of
the Jews. Now in the place where He was crucified there
was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one
had ever been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Prepa-
ration, as the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there
(John 19:38-42). The women who had come with Him
from Galilee followed, and saw the tomb, and how His

body was laid; then they returned and prepared spices
and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment (Luke 23:55-56).

Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said,
Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while He was
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again. Therefore or-
der the sepulcher to be made secure until the third day,
lest His disciples go and steal Him away, and tell the peo-
ple, ‘He has risen from the dead, and the last fraud will be
worse than the first. Pilate said to them, You have a guard
of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can. So they went
and made the sepulcher secure by sealing the stone and
setting a guard (Matt. 27:62-66).

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the
women went to the tomb, taking the spices which they
had prepared (Luke 24:1). And behold, there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from
heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon



it. His appearance was like lightning, and his raiment
white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the wom-
en, Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus Who
was crucified. He is not here; for He has risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell
His disciples that He has risen from the dead (Matt. 28:2-7).

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away
from the tomb. So she ran, and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
do not know where they have laid Him. Peter then came
out with the other disciples, and they went toward the
tomb. They both ran, but the other disciples outran Peter
and reached the tomb first; and stooping to look in, he
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb;
he saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which had
been on His head, not lying with the linen cloths but
rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and be-
lieved... Then the disciples went back to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she
wept she stooped to look into the tomb; and she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain,
one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, Wom-
an, why are you weeping? She said to them, Because they
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they
have laid Him. Saying this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Je-
sus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do
you seek? Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to
Him, Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You
have laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus said to her,
Mary. She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, Rabboni!
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, Do not hold Me,
for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My
brethren and say to them, I am ascending to My Father
and your Father, to My God and your God. Mary Magda-
lene went and said to the disciples, I have seen the Lord;
and she told them that He had said these things to her
(John 20:1-8, 10-18).

Later the Risen Christ revealed Himself to the apostles
in the Divine Glory of the Resurrection. And when they
witnessed that glory, a new awareness of life was born
within them along with the power of faith which moved
them to new deeds in their apostolic service. It led them
into a hostile world in which they were to endure suffer-

ing and which met their preaching of the Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ with enmity and scorn. But we
know that Christs apostles carried His holy message
throughout the Greek and Roman world and into other
lands, preaching Christ, how He had come into the world
to save men and how, though Himself God, He had taken
human flesh and lived as a man among men, and how, as
a man, He had achieved incomprehensible perfection.

So too, all true believers rejoice on this day of redemp-
tion by the great revelation of God’s truth and life eternal
in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. His glorious Resurrection
is the foundation of our Christian Faith and Hope. It is the
indestructible foundation on which the miraculous struc-
ture of Christ's Church is built.

The Resurrection of Christ the Redeemer is the com-
pletion of the Great Work for the redemption of mankind
from enslavement to Satan and corruption; the power of
sin is destroyed and Death itself is abolished. The Resur-
rection of Christ grants every one the right to call himself
a child of God; it is the return of Paradise lost, the thresh-
old of the Holy of Holies of immortal life and communion
with God. St. Paul tells us that if there had been no Resur-
rection then our Christian faith would have been deprived
of any foundation or value: If Christ has not been raised,
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain... If
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins (1 Cor. 15:14, 17).

But Christ is risen; He rose the First among the sons of
earth, and thus manifested His Might and His Divine
Power. Through our forefather’s disobedience to God, sin
took possession of human nature, and brought decay and
death in its wake. But Christ abolished original sin and
cleansed the fallen Adam (Eph. 1:7). With His divine
blood He raises man into a new creation (1 Cor. 15:13-26).

The Holy Orthodox Church triumphs, exults and re-
joices, magnifying and extolling Christs glorious Resur-
rection, the great and wonderful manifestation of Divine
Love and Forgiveness and the beginning of everlasting
life. On this Feast of Feasts, this Triumph of Triumphs, the
Holy Church exults in her love for her beloved Bride-
groom, Who rose from the tomb for our salvation, and
summons us, Her faithful children, to this eternal Feast of
angels and men. This greatest feast, illuminated by the
light from on high, is a divine prefiguration of the general
resurrection of all those who have died from the begin-
ning of time. And this is so because, as the Paschal Hymn
so triumphantly proclaims: Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death, and upon those in the
tombs bestowing life!
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Kontakion of the Feast (Tone 8)

Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou
didst destroy the power of death. In victory didst Thou
arise, O Christ God, proclaiming Rejoice to the myrrh
bearing women, granting peace to Thy apostles, and be-
stowing resurrection on the fallen.

Excerpt taken from These Truths We Hold — The Holy
Orthodox Church: Her Life and Teachings. Compiled and
edited by a monk of St. Tikhon Monastery.

Hymn of the Resurrection

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us wor-
ship the Holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. We vener-
ate Thy Cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy
holy Resurrection; for Thou art our God, and we know no
other than Thee; we call on Thy name. Come, all you faith-
ful, let us venerate Christ’s holy Resurrection, For behold,
through the Cross joy has come into all the world. Let us
ever bless the Lord, praising His Resurrection. for by en-
during the Cross for us, He has destroyed death by death.

BACKPCEIBE XPUCTOBO

a je3UKY LpKBEHUX IIe-

cama mpasHuk Cser-

nor XpucTtoBor Backp-
cema Ce Ha3MBa IPA3HUKOM
CBUX IIPa3HMKA M JIMKOBAIbEM
CBMX JINKOBamba.

Csetno Xpuctoso Backp-
ceme je NMKOBame U YTBphu-
Bame Halle xpuihaHcke Bepe,
JMKOBame Hamle xpuirhaHcke
Hajle 1 yTBphuBame xpuirhas-
cke /byOaBu. JIukoBame U yT-
BphuBame cBera j06por, cBeT-
JIOT U CBETOT, HaMa JIParoLeHOr.

Pexmn cmo ma je Cserno
XpucroBo Backpcemwe yrBphu-
Baibe, JIMKOBalbe Hallle XPUII-
hancke Bepe. ocniop Haru Vicyc
Xpucroc, oBalIOTUBLIN Ceé Ha
3emby, mpumuBimy Ha Cebe
HAllly /bYACKY IPUPOLY, IIpe-
7120 je JbY/ICKOM POJTy MICTMHCKO
y4erme 0 CBEMY IITO oCToju. M
o bory, o Iberosoj cymnnm,
Iberosoj nmpupopn un o Ibero-
BIVIM JIe/IIMa; I O TIOPEKIy 4O-
BeKa, IbEroBOj INpHUpoay, npenoppebemy, maHammem
cramy u 6ynyhoj meroBoj cyfouHM; 1 0 CBETY, MOPEKITY
CBeTa, HeroBoj mpupony, npepoppebewy u 6ynyhoj cy-
0OVHY cBeTa.

Asmy mta MoxXe fia 6y/ie YBpCTa rapaHIyja Ja je ICTUH-
CKO y4embe 0 CBeMY LITO II0CTOju, Koje HaM je mpemao loc-
nog Ham Vcyc Xpucrtoc, bojkaHCKO yderbe, ICTUHCKO OT-
Kposewe bora? On Cam, Koju ra je Ipefao, je UCTUHCKA

Bor. 11 36or Tora camo yueme
XpuctoBo HOCM Ha cebu medyar
boxaHckor nmopekia u o cBOM
KapakTepy, U II0 CBOM CaJpXKajy
U JOCTOjaHCTBY, X OHO j€, HapaB-
HO, y3BULIEHMj€ K CBETHj€e U pas-
JIMKYyje ce y KOpeHy Off y4ema
My[ipalla OBOT CBETa. Y IbeMY
HeMa CTpaHMX IIpMMeca y UCTU-
HI, TXU 1 3a01ype, Koje Ipu-
mehyjemo y /byfckuM menmmma ca
OTpaHNYEHUM JbYHCKUM YMOM.

Amn 6e3 o6supa Ha TO, Y
XpHUCTOBOM yuewy ce Hauaasyu
Ha TaKBe TajHe, Koje [OBOAE Y
HEJOYMMLY ¥ CYyMIbY HEKe Jbyfie,
KOjI MJC/Ie Ha JbY[CKM HA4MH,
TO jecT orpaHmudeHo. 36or Tora
HOTIYHO CBEJOYaHCTBO O bo-
JKaHCTBEHOCTM y4Yema XpUCTO-
Bor Iberoso ynyTpaiume focTo-
jaHCTBO He MOXKE€ JIaTy, 3a IIO-
TBPAY Ce 3aXTeBa jaye CIIO/ba-
IIEbe CBemovYaHCTBO Iheropor bo-
J)KaHCTBa M boxkaHcTBeHOCTH
Iberosor yyemwa. Taxpa crosma-
1Ia cBefloyancTBa boxxancrsa Xpucrosor, Iberosor bo-
JKaHCTBEHOT y4erba Cy IIpe CBera 4yfa, koja CracuTesb Bp-
IV 32 BpeMe IIPOIIoBefama JeBanbema.

Hajasmajyhu mynuma Csoje BoxkancTBo, HajaBmbajyhn
UM BeYaH >KMBOT, [OCTIOfl je MCTOBpEMEHO OTBapao O4M
crennMa, Bpahao cayx ryBuMa, UCIe/bMBAO Masakcae,
UCTEPUBAO JeMOHE U3 OICENHYTUX, HACUTUO IIeT XWbaJa
JbY[M, BaCKpCaBao OHe Koju cy Beh mouenu fja ce pacrma-
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najy. VI oBa cBejOYaHCTBA Y IOTIYHOCTY OTBPhYjy mcTu-
Hy fa je Tocnop namr Vicyc Xpucroc Cemoryhu bor n pia je
yueme Koje HaM je OH mpefiao 3aucTa boxkaHcko yueme. U
OBa CBEI0YAHCTBA OV 611/1a IIOTIIYHO JOBOJbHA, HEOCIIOPHA
Zia Huje 6110 jemHor orabaja y xmBoTy borouoseka, Koju
je Ha HeKo BpeMe II0K0/Ie6ao OBY VICTHHY.

Taj morabaj je cmprt Xpucra crmacurema. Cracuterm je
106POBO/BLHO TIOMIA0 HA By Pafiyl HallleT cracema. Ilyrem
CMIUpeIba, TyTeM KDajibel CaMOYHIKeba — pajiyl Haller
criacema, Jocnop e Ha KpCHU IOZIBUT, @/l MaJIOBEPHUIIN
He KeJle /1a OLieHe VI CXBaTe OBY TajHY MICKYII/betba /by ICKOT
pona u Bupe y Onom, Kora cy cmarpanu Benmkum gypo-
TBOpLeM 1 borom, Buze y Ebemy camo Hemoh.

37m06HM M TyKaBU HeNpyjaTe/by ce 3T0OHUM IOACMe-
CuMa TpyZe Ja OBY MCTUHY NoKone6ajy. V1 kam 6u ce xu-
BoT CriacuTe/ba OTPaHMYMO CaMO Ha OBe MaTHe U CMPT U
na Huje 6uno Eberoor Backpcemwa 13 MpTBUX, IITa 6MCMO
OHJIa MOI’IM Jja Ka)KeMO OBVIM Haj/byhyM HenpujaTe/buMa u
BUX0BOj 31061? Anocrton IlaBre kaxe: ,A ako Xpucroc
He yCTa, y3a/y/, lakjie IPOIOByjefiatbe Hallle, a Y3amys U
Bjepa Bama“ (1 Kop. 15, 14). [Ipema Tome, Hamra Bepa je y
TecHOj Be3u ca BackpcemeM Tocniona Hamer Vcyca Xpucra.

Bepa Hama Bpeny ako je XpucToC BacKpcao.

Omna nmapia ako Xpucroc Huje Backpcao. Eto, Tommxo Be-
NMMKM 3HaYaj MMa XpUCTOBO Backpceme 3a Hamry Bepy.
Amu Xpucroc je Backpcao u3 MpTBuX. VM Backpcao je
CBojoM concTBeHoM cHaroM. OBUM je IOKa3ao fia je OH
MCTUHCKY Bor, 3aTo mTo BacT Hajy cMphy ¥ )KMBOTOM 1MMa

camo bor. A Tocniog Ham Vcyc Xpucroc, koju je Backpcao
U3 MPTBHX, je oTKpuo fia je On focnogap >xnBoTa 11 CMpTH.
ITpema Tome, OH je uctunCckM bor.

A axo je Tocnop nvam Vicyc Xpuctoc - uctuncku bor,
OHJIa je U yuewe, Koje HaM je OH mpenao, boxkancko. U
Bepa Hala y Ibera je cmacoHocHa, a HenoBepeme, Koje Cy
UCIO/byUIM XPUCTOBY HETIPUjaTeby, je TaXKHO. VICTUHCKa
cy u uyga XpucTosa.

Ympaso je Xpucroso Backpceme BacKpCiIo 1 OBY Bepy,
OBY cuIy yyfia XpUCTOBUX, IIOHOBO MM je JIa/IO Ha 3HAYajy,
" Jbypu ¢y cxBaTwm fia je Iocniop Vicyc Xpucroc camo pa-
M CTIacerba HalleT IPUXBATUO MATibe U CMPT, CITYCTHO ce
IO Kpajiber CaMOYHIDKema, fla je OH MOrao, Kao CBEMO-
ryhu Bor, 1 fa on6anuy, na nsberHe oBy CMpT, OBe IaTHe, I
na cube ca Kpcra, n a yanmn CBoje HermpujaTerbe. A
OH Hyje XTeo Ja U30erHe OBy Yally IaTHe, KOjy MY je pa-
Hyje npunpemno Otary Hebecku. Ha Taj naumn, Backp-
cee XpUCTOBO je JIMKOBame, yTBphuBame Halre
xpuurhaHcke Bepe.

Omo 1 jecte yrBphuBame xpuurhancke Hafe. biary Ha-
iy cBakor XpumrhaHMHA Y BEroOBOM XXVMBOTY IPeCTaB/ba
OHa pajiocHa Hajia fia he /pynu, koju Bepyjy y Xpucra, 1mo-
clie TIpUMBPEMEHNUX 3eMa/bCKMX IaTM, TYTa, NMIIABaMbA,
Hecpeha, Hoc/e TelecHe CMpTH Y BpeMe, Kajfj TO Ofipefu
Bor, BackpcHyTH 13 MpTBUX 1 yhu y BedHOCT paan bec-
KpajHor 6axeHor xuBoTa. OBa 6/1ara pajocHa Hajia C/ia-
IVl TOPYMHY 3e€MasbCKOT XKMBOTA, IIOMaXke Bepyjyhem Jo-
BeKy Jja Xpabpo U CTPI/BMBO IOJHOCHU CBE TYTe M Ja, He
nafajyhn mop muxoBuM OpeMeHOM, Xpabpo HOCH KpCT,
KOjJ je Ha CBaKOT Off Hac I0/I0XNnIa boxja mpomucao.

Ann mTa Moxe fa 6yzie YBpcTa rapaHiuja ja HaC oBa
Hazia y 6yayhe Backpceme, y BeuaH O/akeHn KUBOT Hehe
IOCPaMNTH, Ja he mocme cMpTH HaCTYIMTM BacKpcembe,
HOHOBHO objeumeme pyure u Tena? My Crapom n 'y Ho-
BOM 3aBeTy MMa MHOro yryhyBama Ha TO Jja IIOpef Ipy-
BPeMEHOT JKMBOTA IIOCTOj! BeYaH KMBOT, Aa he HacTymm-
TU OIIITE Backpceme. OBaKO Cy O TOMe FOBOPUIN CTapu
npopouu: ,,Oxusjehe MpTBM TBOjU, U MOje he MpTBO THje-
no ycratu“! (Mc. 26, 19).

IIpopok Jesekumb je cBOjuM IMPOPOYKMM OKOM BUJEO
Hajehe 4yro, Kaj cy ce, Ha 3anoBecT BoXxujy, KOCTH Ipy-
MHILIaJIe jeflHa [pPYToj, Caraje ce, 3aTUM Ce IpeKpuBaje
Xmnama, obmarajie MeCoM, KpBJ/bY ¥ 3aTVIM je Y IbUX YIIa0
IyX, OHM Cy CTajayM Ha HOT€ — OTPOMHO MHOIITBO JbYAU
(Jes. 37, 1-10). Y JeBaubemy Tocmog nam Vcyc Xpucroc
KaXke la HaCTyIIa BpeMe, y KoM he cBu, Koju ce Hanase y
rpo6oBuma, gyty rmac Cuna boxwjer; «u usuhm he xoju
Cy YMHIIN J0OPO Y BACKPCEHMje XIMBOTA, @ KOjJ CY YMHM-
7 3710 y BacKpceHuje cypa» (JH. 5, 28-29). Ose peun Cse-
tor IIncma opymespaBajy gymy Bepyjyher yoBexa u, Ha-

paBHo, ycabyjy Hapy.
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An pa 6u ce Ta Hala cadyBasla, HEOIIXOJHA je jaka Bepa
y ped Boxujy, momro My cTanmHO BUAVMO IIpefs cOO60M
CMPT, KaJl Ce Te/llo paclasia, a He BUIMMO HUKOT KO BacKp-
caBa. Vako uMaMo 1 IpuMepe BacKpcema MPTBUX — IIPO-
pouu Vnwuja, Jemucej cy BackpcaBamm MpTBe, u locmon
Ha1 Jcyc Xpucroc je BackpcaBao MpTBe, U yuyeHn1u Ihe-
TOBM, a/I/1 OBO BaCKPCele Hije OHO CBEOIILTe BaCKpPCebe,
Koje he 6utn Ha Kpajy cBeTa. Jep oBfe Cy BaCKpC/IM bYAK
BacKpCaBaJi Y MICTOM IIPOIa3HOM CMPTHOM BUJY, Y KOM I
MU XUBUMO. VI OHU €y 3aTUM IOHOBO YMUPAJIN.

A mpu cBeomuITeM BacKpcemwy /byiu he mocratu He-
IPOJIa3HY, IYXOBHM U OecMpTHU. Ay, €BO, IIOCTOjI jade
CBelloYaHCTBO 13 XuBoTa Xpucra Croacureba, Koje y
IOTIYHOCTM YTBplyje Hajly y CBeOIITe 1 Hallle COTICTBe-
HO BacKpcembe, ¥ Y BeUHM O71a)KeH! XMBOT, — TO je BaCKp-
ceme Camor Xpucra Crnacuteba U3 MpTBUX. XPUCTOC je
BACKpCao U3 MPTBUX, IOTa3MBIIN CMPT, ¥ CMPT BMIIIE He-
Ma BjacT Hajn Fbum.

Xpucroc He ymmpe. XpUCTOC je BaCKPCao M3 yMPINX
kao npseHan,. VI nohu he Bpeme, xap he cBu, koju cy Bepo-
Ba/mu y Xpucra, Takohe BackpcHyTH, amu he BackpcHyTH
Beh y HOBOM, ITPOC/IaB/bEHOM TeITy, CIMYHO OHOMeE KaKo je
Backpcao Tocnop mam Vcyc Xpucroc.

IIpema TOMe, Backpcemwe XpUCTOBO U jeCTe TBPAbA, U
NMKOBame Halle XpuirhaHcke Haje.

Hajsanm, Bepa y Backpceme Xpucroso je u Hajsehe
yrBphuBame xpuirhancke /by6asu. Jbybas, a moce6Ho nc-
THCKHM xpuithaHcka, 3axTeBa off Bepyjyher yoBeka Behe
PTBe, BEIMKO CaMOOJIpM1lakbe; IIOBPEMEHO CBe 10 CaMo-
MOXXPTBOBama, 0 cMpTu. Boetn bora — 3Haum 1eo cBoj
XMBOT, CB€ CHare IOCBeTUTH cayxewy bory. To saxresa
CaMoOJIpMIjae ¥ CaMOIIOXPTBOBabe, CIPEMHOCT fla Ce
KPTBYje XXUBOT pajy ClaBe MMeHa boxujer, pagu ceere
Bepe, pafu 3akoHa boxujer.

Jby6aB npema 6MVDKIBMM 3aXTeBa CTaIHe HAalope, Opu-
Ty 33 BBUXOBO BEYHO JYIIEBHO CIIaceme U 3a O/Iarocrame,
32 IBJIXOB TENeCHM KMBOT, 3aXTeBa TaKole 1 CIIpeMHOCT
Ha XPTBOBaIbe COIICTBEHE MMOBUHE U XXMBOTA 3a 106PO
6mokmer. TakBe cy KpTBe Koje 3axTeBa /bybaB. A Kako
Ce OJUTyYUTH Ha Te KPTBe, KaJj Hallla CaMO/by0yBa Ipupo-
Jla TPaXK! YBeK KOPUCT, 1o6uT camo 3a cebe? Kax HaM Ha-
1IIe CaMOo/by0OJbe Cyrepuile ja Tpeba Aa >KMBMMO CaMo pajn
CBOT COIICTBEHOT 3a/]0BOJ/bCTBA, HAC/IA/IE, Y CONICTBEHY KO-
puct? Huje mu 6ospe, 3aucra, )XMBETH pajii CBOT 3af[0-
Bo/bcTBa? Armnt Hyjje. I1ITo YoBek moceje, To he 1 moxmeTn.

»Jep KOji cuje y THjeno cBoje, of THjena he moxmern
norn6ao; a Koju cuje y AyX, of Ayxa he moxmeTn >KUBOT
Bjeunn ([an. 6, 8). VI mpumep 3a To je Xpucrosa /py6as.
IIITo YoBeK caMOIOXPTBOBaHMje IIPUHOCHU cebe Ha KPTBY
3a o6po OmKIber, TUMe je /by6aB mwiogHuja. V1 To Buam-
Mo Ha npuMmepy Xpucta Cracutema. [ocron je Boneo bora
Oua 6e3rpann4yHOM /by6aBby. 3a Ibera je xpana 6una un-

Huty Boby Ona Hebeckor. M u3 jpy6asu mpema Ony He-
6eckoM, 13 mocayumama Ibemy Tocrop je mpuxsario Ha
Cebe Hajehy momBNUr — MCKYIUbeme, CIaceme TPEIIHOT
pyfckor popa. M us ;py6asu npema Fbemy Tocnog je momo-
o pymry CBojy 3a OMVKIbeT.

Tocmog je 3aBoseo u rpema pyacku pon. OH je Cebe
Ipefao pajy Iera, pajy leroBor CIacema je KpeHyo Y cBa
CTpajiama 1 y cpaMHy cMpT. I1a kakas je pesynrar e kbe-
rose 6esrpaHnyHe /by0aBu? PesyaTaTy Cy HEIpOLCHIBIL.
IIpe cBera, Tocmoz je mocne cTpafama U CMPTH BacKpcao
- Takobe paju /byau. Backpcao je y HOBOM pociaB/beHOM
Terry u go6uo ox bora Oua Bract Ha Heby 1 Ha 3emsby, ca
cmaBoM ce BasHeo Ha He6o 1 ceo ¢ gecHe crpane Oua. [oc-
1OJ, je MCKYIMO YOBEYAHCTBO Of] Ipexa, MIPOKIETCTBA U
CMPTH, JapOBa0 My CTOOOJY, OTBOPMO MY CTTOOOfIaH yIa3
y LlapctBo Hebecko, Backpcao wyncku pop. VI oBu miopo-
BI CTpajama, KpcHe cMpTH 1 Backpcemwa XpucToBOT Cy
3a1ICTa HEIPOLIEHUBIL.

Crnacurers je n CBojuM cTpagameM npociasuo Ona
Heb6eckor: ocHoBao je Ha 3empu CBoje LlapcTBo Hebecko
- Xpucrosy Lpksy. I MHOrM Bepyjyhu o npumepy Xpu-
cra Cnacuresba, Kao ogrosop Ha IberoBy jpy6as, cy yma-
JIMIN y CBOM CpILy ITaMeH /by6aBu u npema bory Ouy, u
npema Cracutespy, 1 npema 6mmkmeM. V oBa bybas je
JIOHeNa pafocT Le/IoM cBeTy. ETo TakBu Cy HelponemnBu
w1ozi0BY Jby6aBu Xpuctose. 360r Tora je Backpceme Xpu-
cToBo 1 yrBphuBame Haure xpuinhaHncke /by6aBu.

OsBaj mau - fan Xpucrosor Backpcema — Heka Oyzie 3a
Hac faH pagocTu. V yBex mamrehn fa je oaj mpasHux yi-
paBo yTBphuBame Haue xpuirhancke Bepe, Bonehemo Ha-
LIy CBETY BEPY, BUCOKO j€ LIEHUTU U TPYLUTHU Ce Jia CBOj
XKMBOT yIIpaB/baMo 110 0Boj Bepy. M nmajyhm Ha ymy pna je
XpucroBo Backpcemwe yrBphrBame Halle Haje, HagaheMo
ce 11 CBe HAIIoOpe, TyTe, MMIIaBamba hemo ¢ pagourhy mogHo-
CUTM y OuYeKMBamy Hamler 6ymyher Backpcema U Haler
Oynyher Beunor xxuBora. V1 numajyhu na ymy na je Backp-
ceme XpUCTOBO JIMKOBambe 1 Halle xpuinhaHcke /by6aBu,
ozienyhemo ce y BpnuHy xpumhaHcke /by0aBy M JJOHO-
cnhemo obuHe 11010Be, BoeheMo jenaH Apyror.

OBum hemo moxasaTu fa cMO CTBapHHM ClefOeHNIN
Xpucra, Koju je u3 /py6aBu npema /byiICKOM POLY CHIIA0
Ha 3eMJby. ,1lo Tome he cBu mosHatu ma cre Moju yuenu-
1111, aKo Oyzete nManu /by6aB Mehy cobom®, kaske Cam [oc-
nop y CoMm Jeanbemy (Ju. 13, 35). Heka oBaj cBeTin
IpasHUK, CBET/IO Backpceme, yBek Oyfe 3a Hac IpasHMUK
pagocTy, mpasHuk nobene >xumBora Hap cMphy. U Heka
HaM OH IIOMa’Ke JIa CTPIUBMBO, 6€3 POIIOTa IIOZHOCKMO CBe
Tero6e 3eMasbCKOT XXMBOTA y Haiy Aa he gohu Bpeme xaz
hemo uyTn xempenn rmac Criacurerba Hamer: ,, XofuTe 67a-
rocnoenu Oua Mojera; mpuMmuTe LIAPCTBO KoOje BaM je
IpUIIPaB/BEHO Off IIoCTama cBujeTa” (MT. 25, 34).
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Xpucroc Backpce!
Backpc 2017

ETo, y WeTnpy peum cBa CyAOMHA CBUX JbYAU U
CBUX BpeMeHa, fipara 6paho u cectpe! ¥V uetnpn peun
cBa ucropuja popa mbypackora! Illta ce gecumo ca po-
IOM JbYACKUM?

BackpcemeM cBojuM Tocrnof, je 13 MaKia usBeo pox,
JbYICKU 1 y3Heo Ta y Paj. Tocnog je us cMpTy nirgymnao
POn BYICKM U y3HeO ra y becmprroct. [ocnop je us
HMIITaBIUIA, 13 HeO1ha, Backpcao byacko 6uhe y >xu-
BOT BeuHu. [ocrop je oTeo 4oBeka o hasoma u ymy-
THO ra y 3arpsbaj bory. To je Yckpc! To je Backpc!

Hajseha, 3aucra, peBonyuuja y cBM BpeMeHMMA.
JemvHa caBpleHa ¥ JOBpILEHA PEBOMYILIN)a, jep BOMe
ce Jjaje YOBeKY XXKMBOT BeuHM! JKUBOT BeYHM Y KOju ce
ynasu kpo3 Victuny Beuyny, kpo3s IIpasny Beuny, Kpo3
Jby6as BeuHy, Kpo3 PagocT BeuHy, To jecT Kpo3 Ba-
ckpcror borodoseka XpucTa, ropopuo je CBeTn oTars
Jyctun ITonosuh.

Backpc Huje camo mopcehame Ha cBeTOCT, CTpa-
Jame 1 XpTBoBame Vcyca Xpucra. Backpc je cTBapHM
cycpet y cpehu 1 paocTt ca OHMM Kora Cy Halla cpia
cycpena Kao crBapHU JKUBOT 1 CBETIOCT Of CBET-
JIOCTH, Off CaMor IIoYeTKa. Backpc Ham cBefioun fia je
Xpucroc 1B, fia je ca HaMa, ¥ [ja CMO MU >XVMBU y
Ebemy. IIpocnaBa Backpca je mosus fia ce carnefia cBeT
U JKMBOT KpO3 CBUTaH€ HOBOI [AaHA Yy CBETIOCTH
XpuctoBor Backpcemwa, y cBeTnoctu kberose Bedne
Vctune, Beune IlpaBpe, Beune Jby6aBiu, y CBETIOCTH
Beunora xmBoTa. XpucTo/byOMBI POJ, JBYACKM Ce pa-
Ziyje ca BepoM, JbyOaB/by U HaJIOM U IIeBa:

XpucToc BacKpce 3 MPTBUX, CMphy CMPT YHUIITH
VI OHYIMA y TpOoOOBIMMa XXVBOT JApOBa.

Hexa cBetnmoct n pagoct Backpcewa Xpucrosor
OfjarHa TeCKOoOY 1 TYTy CBaKOJHEBHOT KVBOTA VI UCITY-
HJI Hallla CpIla HaJJOM Yy BeYHM XXUBOT!!

[TosppaB/baM Bac HajpafOCHUjUM U HajpedUTUjUM
Off CBUX IIO3/IpaBa:

XPNUCTOC BACKPCE!

Bam momirBenuk npepn Backpcmim Iocniogom,
O. bnamko ITapaknuc

Enclosed please find my Easter donation $

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY / STATE:

Christ is Risen!
Pasha 2017

Here, in these four words, the entire fate of all people and of
all times is contained, dear brothers and sisters! In four words
the whole history of all mankind determined! How can this be so?

Through His Resurrection our Lord delivered mankind
from hell into Paradise. Our Lord delivered mankind from
death into Immortality. The Lord resurrected human beings
from nothingness into Eternal Life. The Lord took man from
the devil and placed him into the embrace of God. That is Pas-
cha! That is Resurrection, truly the greatest revolution of all
times and of all worlds. This is the only perfect and complete
revolution for through it Eternal Life was granted to the man-
kind! Eternal Life, which we enter through Eternal Truth, Eter-
nal Justice, Eternal Love, and Eternal Joy, comes to us through
the Resurrected Godman Christ, as our holy Father Justin
Popovich used to say.

Therefore, Easter is not simply the remembrance of a past
event. It looms far, far greater than that. It is the real encounter
in happiness and joy with Him whom our hearts long ago knew
and encountered as the life and light of all light from the very
beginning. Easter testifies that Christ is alive and with us, and
that we are alive with him. The entire celebration is an invita-
tion to look at the world and life, and to behold the dawning of
the new day in the Light of Christ’s Resurrection, in the Light of
His Eternal Truth, Eternal Justice, Eternal Love, in the Light of
His Eternal Life. The whole creation exults in faith, in love and
in hope and sings:

“This is the day of Resurrection, Let us be illumined by the
feast, Let us embrace each other, Let us call brothers even those
that hate us, And forgive all by the Resurrection, And so let us
cry: Christ is risen from the dead, Trampling down death by
death, And upon those in the tombs bestowing life”

May the light and joy of Christ’s Resurrection destroy the
torments and anxieties of our times and fill our hearts with the
hope in Eternal Life!

With these thoughts, emotions and prayerful wishes, once
more I greet you with the most joyous of all greetings:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

With love in The Ressurected Lord,
Fr. Blasko

Phone: (___ )
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Why do We Go to Church?

Rev. Andrew Demotses

heavily frequented by tourists and by long-term visitors from colder climates. Most such people were found to at-

tend church with greater regularity while away than they did at home. When questioned about this, most sheep-
ishly admitted that, while away, church attendance was seen as an opportunity to socialize, to make and meet friends,
and to create a network of acquaintances in a new place. At home, established family and social constellations made
this unnecessary, and church attendance, therefore, was less frequent.

This reminded me of Francois Fenelon who was the official preacher for King Louis XIV of France in the 17 cen-
tury. One Sunday when the king arrived with his retinue for regular chapel services, he was startled to discover that no
one else was there except the preacher. King Louis asked, “What does this mean?” Fenelon replied, “I had published in
the royal register that you would not come to church today, in order that Your Majesty might see for himself what
members of the court serve God in truth and who come merely to impress the king”

This current study, and the historic precedent, although separated by centuries, both point us in the direction of
much-needed introspection. Many of us do not attend church at all, or do so very infrequently. We live by the time-
worn excuse that “you don’t have to go to church to be a good Christian” While that might be true in the absolute
sense, I would nonetheless point out that Christ Himself, though He was without sin, thought it is important to attend
and participate in weekly worship. By what standard of measurement do we feel that we are entitled to do less?

At the same time, those who attend church need to remember that they must do the right things for the right rea-
sons if they are to have any value. When we gather as God’s people, let us not do so in order to be seen, to see others,
or to nourish feelings of unjustified self-righteousness; rather let us be united, as the Liturgy says “with one heart and
one mind” and thus keep Christ pre-eminent. Let us approach God’s holy altar with the only gift He seeks - a thankful
and contrite heart.

Irecently read a fascinating article about church attendance in places like Florida, Arizona, and California that are

£ K #

M3 Hanle mpomnocTu
IIpodecop dp Pagmuno Jocranmh

OCeTVBIIN OIIACHOCT Jie/lIOBama KaToMM4Ke I[pkBe Ha moxpydjy Cpbuje obpaha ce 3a momoh pyckom 1apy
Ietpy Benmuxom. Y nucmy Iletpy Bennkom Mojcuje... ,,cnmuka HeBo/be CpIICKOT Hapofja, YCiel CUIHAX PaTo-
Ba ca Typuyma — Kojy IopyIuiie 1 IoIaaunile MHOTe IIPKBe I MaHACTUPe, pa3rpabuliie ¥ pasHellle CTBAPK U KIbUTe
IIPKBeHe, TAaKO Jia je CTora 0 MHOTMM MecTuMa 1 cny>k6a boxxmja mopana npecratn.“ A Hapo4uro ce jaja fo6pn
MUTPOIOJINT Ha... ,BEIMKO He3HaIbe BEPCKUX MCTUHA y HeTOBOM CBEIITEHCTBY, T€ U3PaXKaBa CTPAX Off PUMCKUX y4uu-
Te/ba, Koju ce Beh pasmmmie mo Cp6uju U TyKaBMM Ha4MHOM MaMe y KPUIO CBOje IIPKBe HEYKV M IPOCTORYLIHU
HapOJ CPIICKM U CBEIITEHCTBO HBUX0BO.“ Y 0BOM IMIMCMY MUTPOIIONUT MO/IN 3a TOMON y HOBITY 3a IIOfM3ambe I[PKaBa,
y CTBapuMa ¥ KibUraMa IIPKBEHVM a IOCeOHO fla ce IOLIa/by /iBa JOOpa y4nuTesba.
OBo MojcujeBo nucmo wm Huje cTuro fo Ilerpa Benmkor, nm oH Ha wera Huje 00paTIO HAXY, jep je Y TO Bpe-
Me 6uo y pary ca llIBehannuma. Ynopan murpononur okrobpa 1721. roguHe muie apyro nmucMo Pyckom mapy u ys
Wera Mpulaxe Konujy npsor. OBo MIUCMO IIajbe 110 CBOM ceKpeTapy Bramyny Mumaecky u 3aTo ce OHO HUje MOIJIO
nsryourn. Ocum oByx mucama Iapy, ogHeo je Mamecko nmoce6Ho nmycMo Kauenapy rpody laspuny [onoBkuny -y
KOMe MOJIM 3a nmocpepioBame Koy Iapa, jep ce Cpricku Hapop Hanmasu ,Mely /byTuM 3BepyMa U IPOTUBHUIMIMA TIpa-
BocmaBHe Bepe.“ Ilerap Bermuku je ommyuno 11. Maja 1722. rogyHe fa ce U3 CMHOJJIaHe PU3HNIIE ITOLIAJbY pasHe I[pKBe-
He moTpebe. OcymM Tora 3a 12 1pKaBa fja ce IOLIa/by KEbUTE U [IBa YUUTe/ba CTTOBEHOMATMHCKOT je3nKa n3 KmjeBckux
mkona. Masnaecky je moHeo 70 mpumMepaka cnaBeHcKe rpamaTtuke Menetnja CmoTtpunkor, 10 npumepaxa ITonukonpo-
BOT TPOje3nyKor peyHnka (n3gamwe 1704.) u 400 6ykBapa Teodana [Tpokonosuya.

l l a II0YeTKy ocaMHaector Beka Mojcuje ITerpoBuh, MuTpononut 6eorpafcky a HelTO KacHMje ¥ Kap/IOBAuKu
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Ca crmameM yunresba ce 3acTano. Tex y Majy 1726. rogune y Cpemcke Kaprosiie cy cturnm pycku yunutebu Makcum
Tepentujesuu CyBopos 1 weros mnahu 6par Iletap. ITo ceemy cypehu nz6op CyBoposa je 6110 BelIMKy IIPOMAIIa;].
Mutrpononut Mojcuje je yMpo He fodexaniu sa Cpou fo6ujy cBojy npBy cpefmy mkony. Hosonsabpanu murporo-
mut BuhenTuje Joanosuh je 1731. ronuue ornyctno u3 cryx6e o6a CyBoposa. IloydeH ca HeraTMBHUM MCKYCTBOM
ca 6pahom CyBopoB Mutpononmut BuheHTnje nuie micMo y kome 1osuBa pycke yuntebe obehasajyhu nm Bpro so-
Ope ycnoBe 3a paji. HakoH oBOTI 11031Ba jaBIU/IO Ce BUILE yYNTe/ba. APXMENICKON KIjeBCKM 1Iajbe IeTOPUITY YIMTeba.
To cy 6unn: Emanyen Kosaunnckuy, Iletap ITogyHoBcky, Tpodum Knmumosken, leopruje Illymmpan u JoBan Mjenanku.
HajucrakayTuju y oBoj rpymu 6mo je Kosaunnckn. Hakon oBe npse rpyme gouumm ¢y u Tumorej JleanmgoBckm, JoBan
JNacrosunxny u Iletap MuxajmoBcku.

3axBapyjyhu cranHoj 6pusn u MaTepujanHoj TOMOhM MUTPOIIONNTA, aHTAKOBabe JOOPUX yunT/ba 1 06e3behu-
Bame Beher 6poja yyeHMKa CTBOPEHN Cy CBU YC/IOBU 32 HeCMeTaHM pa3BuUTakK IIpse cpenme mkone kox Cpba y Ayc-
Tpoyrapckoj mapesunn. [IpBa natunacka mkona y Cpemckum Kapnosuyma nsrpabusana ce cnefehum remmom:

I paspen — Ananoruja 1731/32. mKosncKe TofyHe

IT paspepn Vindumu 1732/33. mkoncke rogyHe

III paspep Ipamaruka 1733/34. mkoscke roguxe

IV paspen Cunrakca 1734/35. mKosncke roguxe

V paspen [loetuka 1735/36. mkoncke roguHe

VI paspen Peropuka 1736/37. mkosncke ropuxe

Hema cymme na je Emanyen KosaunHcky 610 1o 06pa3oBamy HajIICTaKHYTUj| PyCKM HacTaBHUK y Kaprosiuma.
To nmotBplyje momarax sa je 26. aBrycTa 1736. rogyHe 6110 MMEHOBAaH PEKTOPOM CBUX IIKOJA y beorpaicko-kapiosa-
4Ko0j MuTponomumju. KosadnHcku je 6110 IIOTIYHO IIpefjaH CBOM HaCTaBHUYKOM PAJly »...0H Ce CTapao O CBMM PacIIo-
JIOKMBUM cpeficTBUMa ga Hapopy cprickoM oM 1ikose, Kako 6¥1 MUTPONOIUT Y IPOCBETHOM Pafiy CBOMe, LITO
BUIIIE TOTIIOPE Y IPefICTaBHMKA HAPOJHMX HAIIA0. "

JJonasak pycKux yumTesba 1 JOHOLIEHe PYCKMX KIbUTA OCTABUIN Cy BEJIMKY TPar y LIPKBEHOM U IIKOJICKOM >KMBO-
Ty Cpb6a. Y Buie HaBapTa JOHOIIEHe Cy IIPKBeHe I IKoJcKe Kibure u3 Pycuje. One cy y Behem 6pojy npemraMmnosa-
He y Pumuuky (Brmamka). [lo oBor BpeMeHa je3auK OOroCiyKema M je3sMK HacTaBHOT paja kKop Cpba 6uo je
cprcko-cmoBeHcKu. Off [BafieceTUX rofiiHa OCAMHAECTOT BEKa 0Baj je3UK ce Melba I TO Tpaje [0 IOIOBMHE OCaMHae-
CTOT BeKa — HacTaje pycko-cmoBeHckn. Taj jesuk he Tpajatu y mkonama o yBohema HapogHor jesuka (Bykx Kapanmh).
ITocre ocHMBama maTMHCKe 1Koye y KapmoBiyMa ocHoBaHa je Bpro 6p3o n'y Hosom Capny a 3aTuM u 'y Apyrum Mec-
tuma. OHe cy ycmoBue u omoryhusie oTBapamwe npBux ruMHasuja y Cprckom Hapony (1792. y Cpemckum Kapnosum-
Ma a 1812. y Hosom Capy). YTuiraj pyckux Kmura ¥ pycKux y4mTe/ba Ha KynTypy CpIIcKor Hapofa, I0Ce6HO OHOT y
Aycrpujckoj apeB1HY, 610 je BEUKY U TPajaH.




The Problem
with Guilt and Shame

he Lenten period is one of self-reflection and of

striving to grow closer to Christ. But the more we

look closely at ourselves in the mirror, so to speak,
the easier it is to not like what we see. Next thing we know,
we're filled with guilt and shame for our past actions and
even our present circumstances. And guilt and shame
only leads to more guilt and shame. Before we know it,
were immobilized with fear and despair, and we've for-
gotten the whole point of our self-reflection.

When we start to feel this way, we need to remember
that the Christian life is not about sitting in despair over
our own brokenness. Christ gives us joy because in Him
we no longer have to bear our sin. We see the distance we
have yet to walk in our journey towards the Kingdom, but
we rejoice knowing that we do not walk of our own
strength.

How can we develop this healthy vision of self-reflec-
tion and repentance and not get trapped in the cycle of
shame and guilt? Here are three things that can help.

1. Run to Jesus

When we feel guilt and shame, it may be hard to feel
and accept God’s presence with us. We compare the sense
of our own unworthiness with the greatness of God’s holi-
ness and we want to get even further away from Him.

We want to isolate instead of running towards the only
One we most need.

I still remember my first liturgy after I had been chris-
mated in 2005. I had spent months attending liturgy, not
yet able to receive Communion, but so looking forward to
this moment. It was the Pascha liturgy and the sanctuary
filled with lit candles as we were celebrating the Resurrec-
tion. Yet my mind kept worrying about my candle which,
unlike everyone else’s, was billowing black smoke. Was
this a sign of my unworthiness? I had to let this go so that
I could focus on Christ.

When we are holding on to a feeling of guilt, when
were in a rut, we're frozen in place. Were stuck because
were burdened by more than we can handle on our own.
So before we can run to Jesus, we have to first listen to St.
Peter who writes, “cast all your anxieties on Him, because
He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). St. Peter knew, from his

own experience, what life was like when he tried to hold
on to fears and guilt. When he ran to Jesus, he did the
impossible - St. Peter walked on water. And later, St. Peter
also had to navigate his own guilt and despair after he de-
nied Christ (Matthew 26:75). So we need to keep our fo-
cus on Christ, run to Him, and let Him bear the weight of
our sin.

We can't afford to hold on to our guilt and shame, we
need to run to Jesus. But once we get to Him, what do we
say?

2. It’s more than saying “sorry”

Prayer is our opportunity to let go of what we're feel-
ing, to share our hearts with Christ. But the natural re-
sponse for many of us is to start with saying, “sorry” Next
thing we know, we’re swearing off sin and making prom-
ises we're not sure we can keep.

But repentance — mending our relationship with God
or with others - is more than saying, “sorry” I've learned
I need to be specific: “forgive me for ____” Right then
though, shame kicks back in, and we're stuck begging for-
giveness from God as if He were a merciless king. This
isn’t repentance, it’s fear. Once we've asked forgiveness, we
need to move on to praise and gratitude for all that He has
done for us. This keeps us focused on Christ instead of
focused on ourselves.

Our personal repentance is lived out as we commit to
specific action for today. God knows our hearts, He sees
our failings, but He also desires the best for us. Once we
have asked forgiveness, we need to trust that God has for-
given us. Emboldened by this trust in Jesus Christ, we will
be able to see our past sins as opportunities for growth.

3. No condemnation in Christ

Too often, our world is focused on blame and punish-
ment. And living in the world, we in the Church have the
habit of applying the world’s way of thinking to our rela-
tionship with Christ. We approach our own repentance
either as an escape from punishment on the one hand or
an admission of our own unworthiness such that we’re be-
yond hope. We forget that “there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).
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When a sick person comes into a hospital, the doctor
isn't there to be the judge and prosecutor - he is there to
heal. Similarly, when we approach Christ with an attitude
of humility (acknowledging our need for healing), He is
there to heal us. More often than not, we are our own
worst judge. We somehow think that our sins are the
worst and therefore unforgivable. Or, we see ourselves as
lost causes, irredeemable because thus far the healing
hasn't quite stuck.

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ
because they recognize that in Christ, they have every-
thing they need. For those of us who have chosen Christ,
who have put on Christ in baptism, and who choose Him
each day, we know that it is no longer we who live but
Christ who lives in us (Galatians 2:20). It is no longer our
strength that holds us up, but the strength of Jesus Christ
that bears our sins and takes them away.

“Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again;
for forgiveness has risen from the grave” (St John Chryso-
stom’s Paschal Sermon).

Shame and guilt keeps us looking at ourselves, con-
demning ourselves, instead letting Christ pick us back up
in repentance.

The hymns and teachings of the Orthodox Church
work to instill in us humility in the place of pride. We read
that were the “worst of sinners” and we pray that God
have “mercy on me a sinner.” But living in a world focused
on “who’s to blame” and “what’s their punishment,” we
can start to think that we're irredeemable, falling into the
grip of guilt, shame, and ultimately despair.

Instead, the Church calls us to humility so that we will
focus on being honest with ourselves and not looking at
others’ faults. Guilt and shame are not the answer — in fact
they keep us further from Christ. “Godly grief produces a
repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas
worldly grief produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).

Self-reflection, especially the kind the Church calls us
to have during Great Lent, should lead us to run to Christ,
ask for forgiveness, and then take the actions necessary to
live differently today. And finally, we ought to remember
that in Christ, we are not condemned.

How has shame and guilt kept you from growing clos-
er to Christ? How could gratitude help you to see God’s
presence in your life?

H NaPAROAH T8 ACOTY Viov

|, Sy,
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Hynas ®onknopna Ipyna

VI3Bemrraj 3a 2016. roguHy

HcaMO71 JlyHaB je MMaja jour jenHy yc-
IeIIHY FOfVHY IIyHY 3aJ0BOJ/bCTBA, Y-
TOTOAMIUIBYIM YUYeCHUIMIMA KOjU PacTy
y3 G ONKIOp, HOBUM WIAHOBMMA KOjU CY HaM ce
OPUAPYKUY, U Ca CB&XKUM KOMMMa KOje y4uu-
mo! TTox Ancam6brom [lyHaB, ycmemm cMo fia
OCTBapUMO Tpu (PONIKIIOpHE TPYIIe 3a pasIndn-
Te y3pacTe HAIlUX WiaHoBa. To HaM je omoryhu-
7I0 [ja CBaKa IpyIla y4M HOBa KOJIa HaMeH-eHa 32
CBOje TOAMIIITE, fla ;0OMje OBO/baH M3a30B a Ja
CBM UIIAK YXXVBajy ¥ ca pafoiihy gonase pefos-
HO Ha donkop!
o Kommbpu - nHamm Hajmmahu 4naHoBy, ro-
auiite 5-11
« Koo - tunejiepy, roguire 12-20
» bankan Ekcripec — rpyna 3a ofpacie 4ja-
HOBE
CBa fiella HaM I fla/be HaM Kaxy: ,IleTak Ham

1”

je Hajoorpy mau!” a 3HAMO U 3auITo!

YnaHoBu ¢onkmopa IpBO MMAjy 3arpeja-
Balbe, 3aTVM IIOHAaB/balbe HaAyYeHNX KOpeorpa-
¢duja, a MOTOM Ce yue HOBU KOPAI U TI/IECOBIL.
ITocrne 4aca, fena ce OKyI/bajy OKO OPraHM30-
BaHe Y)KMHE JIa ce JpyxKe. ¥3 capajiiby pOfuTe-
Jba U OCTA/INX, YCHeMu cMO fia obe3bennmo u
cepujy Kynrypna bamrtnna ca kojom o6orahyje-
MO 3Hambe el O HaIlloj 60raToj UCTOPU)jH, IO-
3HATUM MUCOYMA-ITyMIOVIMAa- TMYHOCTUMA,
cmaBHUM (MIMOBMMa, [IpaBoc/IaBHOj Bepy, Ha-
1Ie crenyduIiHe BpeJHOCTH KOje ce Mopajy ca-
4yBaTU U IIPEHOCUTU Ca I'eHepalllje Ha TeHe-
paumjy.

OBo cy Hamm wranoBu Komubpu n Komo
rpyne, 3ajeHo Ha CBETOCABCKOj MPOC/IABH.

Dunav Folklore Group
2016 Annual Report

nsemble Dunav has had another suc-
cessful year full of satisfaction, long-
time participants who are growing up
with folklore, new members who have joined
us, and new “kolo” to learn! Under Ensemble
Dunav, we managed to create three dance
groups for different ages of our members. This
allowed each group to learn new dances in-
tended for their age, to get enough of a chal-
lenge, fully enjoy and come regularly to
folklore!
« Kolibri - our youngest members, age 5-11
« Kolo - teenagers, age 12-20
« The Balkan Express - group of adult mem-
bers
All the children continue to tell us: “Friday
is the highlight of our week!” and we know
why! Members of folklore first have the warm-
up, then rehears the learned steps and choreog-
raphy, and then learn new steps and dances.
After the rehearsal, the children gather around
snacks that we parents organize for them. With
the cooperation of parents and others, we suc-
ceeded to provide Cultural Heritage Series that
enriches children’s knowledge about our long
history, famous writers-actors-personalities,
famous movies, Orthodox religion, all as our
specific values that must be preserved and
transferred from one generation to another.
These are the members of Kolibri and Kolo
group at the St. Sava Celbration.

Church Newsletter « Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church, O. County, CA « April - July 2017

11



Our youngest group, Kolibri, performing the dance Vranje!
Hawa najmnaha ipyiia, Konudpu, ca usseohervem uipe Bparve!

Our large group Kolo performing the dance called Sumadija in front of the full auditorium!
Benuxa ipynia Kono ca uzeoherwem Illymaguje!
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Dunav Folklore group began
with six members back in 2014,
and the more children we have,
they are all satisfied, happier, and
growing camaraderie! If you are
interested to come and join us,
stop by on Fridays between 6:30
pm and 8:30 pm to see the kids
and feel their positive energy and
happiness that radiates!

Ensemble Danube is self-fi-
nancing for our needs of a variety
of costumes, the artistic choreog-
rapher, and other expenses, but it
is also very dedicated to our
church, we constantly strive to up-
hold the volunteer lunches, have

bake sales, and are long time stew-
ards of the church.

Hynae Qonknopra Ipyiia je iio-

uena ca wieciti unanosa e 2014. iogure u W0 8ule geye UMAMO, OHU Cy C8e 3ago8obHUjuU, cpehinuju, u
pacitie pujaitiervcitieo! Ao cilie 3aunitiepecosanu ga goheitie ga Ham ce Upugpyxcuiie, cépattiuilie ewikom
usmehy 6:30 u 8:30 yseue, ga ux suquilie u ga ocettiuiiie HO3UTHUBHY eHepiujy u cpehy Kojom geya 3paye!

Ancamén [lynae ce cam dpunarcupa 3a toiipede pasHOBPCHUX HOWIU, yMeiU4KOl Kopeoipada, u ocitia-
JUX TPOUIK06a, anu je Ucio aKo eeoma tiocéeher HAWO] UPKBU U CTATIHO ce TUPYGUMO ga je HOTHTioMOTHe-
MO ca 80TIOHIUEPCKUM PYHUKOBUMA, UPABberbeM KOLA1a, U CB0JUM JyioioguiUrbUM HIAHCILBOM.

Best wishes,

Natasa Stojanovic

President of Dunav Folklore Group
Most Holy Theotokos Serbian
Orthodox Church

Csaxo godpo,

Haitiawa Citiojanosuh
Ipegcegrux Iynae
Qonknopre Ipyiie

Cpiicka tipasocnasna upkea
Poherva Ipecseitie boiopoguue
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at
10:00 am every Sunday and on major
Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive,
Irvine.

10:00 am:  Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm:  Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm and
on the eve of major Feast days at 7:00
pm.

Akathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 pm.

JINTYPINJA

IMPELEOCBEREHUX JAPOBA
PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY
During Great Lent, Presanctified Divine
Liturgy is served each Wednesday at
7:00 am, and each Friday at 10:00 am.

April 8*

LAZARUS SATURDAY

Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am: The gospel
clearly relates how six days before
Christ’s own death, He raised his friend
Lazarus from the dead (John 11:42). We
see the humanity and divinity of Christ
combined as well as the foreshadowing
of his own death.

April 8*

LAZARUS SATURDAY VESPERS -
VRBICA at 5:00 pm: I ask all of the
parents to bring children.

PLEASE ARRIVE NO LATER THAN
4:45 pm to receive vrbica/palms and
zvoncice on this great Feast of Christ’s
entry into the city of Jerusalem.

THE SERVICES OF HOLY WEEK
Since the early days of the Church, there
has been a cycle of services celebrated
during Holy Week and Pascha.
Evidence of this goes all the way back to
Egeria, a female from the West who
experienced Orthodox Holy Week and

Pascha in 383 AD in Jerusalem.

She stated that the tradition

was already long established.

These exact same services are still
conducted today by the Orthodox
Church. Here is a brief outline of the
services of Holy Week. Many of the
services are anticipated or served the
day before.

April 9*

IBETU

ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD

INTO JERUSALEM

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am: This liturgy
heralds the end of the Great Fast and
the beginning of Holy Week as Christ
triumphantly enters into Jerusalem. The
tradition, as the tropar states and the
icon shows, is for a procession of palms
led by the children. So begins our
journey into Holy Week. During Holy
Week, we fast from meat, poultry, dairy
products, eggs, fish, wine and oil.

April 9*

Bridegroom Matins at 1:00 pm:
Known in the Church as The End,

the imagery here is about the Last
Judgment. It relates the deep anguish of
Christ as He prepares for His Passion.
The services tell us to be ever vigilant
for we do not know when God will
come. These services are a triumph of
the eschatological (last days) imagery
in the Church.

April 10*

Benuxu ITonenepax

Great and Holy Monday Presanctified
Liturgy at 10:00 am.

The readings from Exodus during these
services tell of the Passover which
precedes the Passover (Pascha) of
Christ.

April 10*

Benuxu Ilonenempak
Great and Holy Monday
ITonenemak Bridegroom
Matins at 7:00 pm.

April 11*

Bemuku Yropak

Great and Holy Tuesday Presanctified
Liturgy at 5:00 pm.

April 11*

Bemuku Yropak

Great and Holy Tuesday
Bridegroom Matins at 7:00 pm.

April 12%

Bennka Cpepna

Great and Holy Wednesday
Presanctified Liturgy at 10:00 am.

April 12

Bemnka Cpena

Great and Holy Wednesday

Holy Unction at 7 pm, at St. Steven
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral at 1621
West Garvey Ave., in Alhambra.

For Holy Unction there should be more
priests serving, therefore, all of us
Serbian priests gather together at the
Cathedral to perform this Holy
Sacrament for all the Faithful. This
service relates to the event when the
harlot anoints Christ and is forgiven.
On this day we customarily anoint the
people with Holy Oil as a sign of
healing and remission of sins.

April 13®

Bemuku Yersprak

Great and Holy Thursday:

Holy Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Thursday
at 10:00 am: This solemn Liturgy
commemorates the First Eucharist also
known as Red Thursday. The darkness
of the week is broken slightly because of
the importance of the Eucharistic event.
Traditionally the priest prepares the
reserve sacrament of the year. The
passion of Christ is now close.

April 13*

Bennku YerBpTak

Great and Holy Thursday
Matins of Holy Friday Thursday
evening at 7:00 pm. The service,
commonly known as “The Twelve
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Gospels” as the Church, remembers the
betrayal and crucifixion of Christ by
reading the twelve Gospel accounts.

A climatic point of Holy Week
emphasizing the reality of actions.

April 14

Bemukn Iletak

Great and Holy Friday

Royal Hours at 10:00 am: Known as
Royal because there is a Gospel reading
and the Emperor would attend this
service. It recounts the entire Gospel
and Passion of Jesus Christ.

April 14t

Benuku Iletak

Great and Holy Friday

Vespers at 4:00 pm: Remembering the
crucifixion and death of Christ. There is
a solemn procession as the burial
shroud (plashtanica) is brought out to
the people. Christ is laid in the tomb

and our vigil of the Resurrection begins.

April 14"

Benuknu Ilerak

Great and Holy Friday

Matins of Holy Saturday on Friday
evening at 7:00 pm: Known as the
Praises of the Lamentations, the service
begins the Sabbath as Christ lays in rest
in the tomb. Often seen as a funeral
service for Christ, in fact it is a
commemoration of the law and love of
God towards His people.

April 15*

Bemnka Cy6ota

Great and Holy Saturday

Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Saturday at
10:00 am: The death of Christ is linked
with the creative acts of God. It is here
that Christ descends into Hell and
breaks the doors. The service
inaugurates the paschal celebration as
the service is bright and uplifting. The
tomb is revealed as a place of life.

April 15t
Bemka Cy6ora - BackpcHo jyTpeme
Great and Holy Saturday

The Services of the Great and Holy
Pascha Saturday evening starting at
11:30 pm: The Joy of Joys, Holiday of
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Holidays, celebrating Christ’s
Resurrection. The service begins with
nocturn anticipating the Resurrection.
The procession follows at midnight
announcing the Resurrection to the
world. We then celebrate the Paschal
matins. Baskets will be blessed after
Ruserrecional Matins on Pascha night
and again following Divine Liturgy on
Sunday.

April 16"

,BACKPCEIHE XPMICTOBO®
PASCHA CELEBRATION

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am at Parish
Center, 2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine.
This is the Great and Joyous Liturgy
celebrating the Pascha of our Lord. The
Parish celebrates the Resurrection with
a feast and events for the children and
adults. Banquet will be held after the
Divine Liturgy. See the detailed
information later in this Newsletter.
Musical entertainment will be provided
by Serbian Paganini Band.

April 17
Backpmmy noHenebak
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

April 18"

Backpmimu yTopak

Divine Liturgy at Sretenje Monastery
in Escondido at 10:00 am.

May 6"

Byphespan

St. George the Victorious
Great Martyr

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 12*

Cs. Bacumje Octpomku

St. Basil of Ostrog Wonderworker
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 22

Transfer of the Relics of St. Nicholas
the Wonderworker

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 24*

Cs. Kupumo n Metopuje
Sts. Cyril and Methodius:
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 25®

Basnecemwe Tocmomme
SPASOVDAN ASCENSION
of our Lord Jesus Christ
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

June 3¢

Holy Constantine and Helen
Divine Liturgy (See the monthly
Calendar on the Web site)

June 4"

Cunasak Cs. [Iyxa - Tpojune
Pentecost

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am followed
by the service of The invocation

of the Holy Spirit.

June 5%
Pentecost Monday
Liturgy at our Church at 10:00 am.

June 6%
Pentecost Tuesday
No Liturgy at our Church at 10:00am.

June 28t

Cs. Bemmxomyvenux Jlazap un

CB. Myyenunu cpnckn - Bugosman
St. Lazarus

The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

THE APOSTLES FAST

Just a reminder that the fast leading up
to the Feast of Apostles Peter and Paul
begins June 12. It, of course, ends on
the Feast Day of Sts. Peter and Paul,
July 12,

June 28t
Vidovdan Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

July 7
Nativity of the Holy John
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

July 12
Sts. Peter and Paul Apostles
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

Cs. IIpopox Inuja

St. Prophet Elijah
No Divine Liturgy.
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CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP

July 15® through August 6™ 2017

Summer camp is a unique opportunity for our children to learn about our Orthodox faith and culture as
well as to meet other children from within our diocese. Every summer our Diocese organizes summer camp
at St. Sava Camp in Jackson where many children from parishes within our diocese attend.

» New this year, the individual registration form will be filled out exclusively online. You will still have
to print and mail your Health, Insurance, Consent and Policy forms by mail. Also new this year, all
forms are to be sent to Jackson at P. O. Box 965, Jackson, CA 95642.

Go to www.CampStSava.org to begin the registration process. Adult volunteers are needed to work in
the kitchen, or as counselors, etc.

HELP YOUR PARISH THROUGH CAR DONATION
You can now help the parish by making a tax-exempt donation of a car, truck, RV, or boat. All DMV details
will be handled for you, and your vehicle will be towed for free. The church will receive funds equaling the
tull value of the vehicle. Please call with any questions. Also, if you have any ideas or suggestions for fund-
raising activities to benefit our parish, please pass them along to the Church Board or Fr. Blasko.

ENDOWMENT FUND
Another way to help our parish is to establish an endowment fund in memory of deceased members of
your family. While the principal will always stay in tact, the income from the fund is used for various church
needs and programs, as the donor may designate. The main thing is that the parish will pray regularly for the
donor and his/her family members.

(. . . )
This commitment I 2017 Stewardship Pledge Form
make to secure a Christ-
centered life for myself NAME
and my family. ADDRESS

...to return to God the
first fruits from the gifts CITY
He has bestowed upon
me.

...to assist my Lord in

the mission of spreading  TQTAL PLEDGE FOR 2017: $
His Gospel.

TELEPHONE
I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

...to anchor mypersonal To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
\_ J
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MESSAGE FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP CHAIRMAN
Mr. John Vukasovich

Hristos Voskrese! Vaistinu Voskrese!

We cannot express our gratitude enough to everyone
who generously gave their time, talents and treasure to
support our Parish. We are blessed. Thank you for your
sacrifice.

You may have already heard the exciting news! His
Excellency Milan Panic has offered to match up to
$1,000,000 in donations to go toward our Church Building
Fund. We are very fortunate to have someone of his
prominence offer his leadership and support to our
Parish. There will be more information about how we can
take full advantage of this wonderful opportunity coming
soon.

Our future is promising, but there is a present need
that we have to address. We did not meet expenses in
2016. Although our expenses were less than they were in
2015, our total income was also lower. So, our immediate
and primary financial goal for 2017 is to meet our
expenses. We are very close. We can achieve this goal with
more Stewards and with a modest increase in our annual
donations.

Id like to share some data from 2016. There were 133
families, individuals, and a few businesses that made
donations last year. Twenty one of the 133 had submitted
Stewardship Forms. It was interesting to find that there
was a significant difference between the average annual
General Donation compared to the average annual
Stewardship Donation, i.e., $529 to $1,066 respectively. I
can’'t explain the reason for the difference, but it’s clear
that more Stewards would be beneficial for our Church.
Additionally, we need to increase our annual donations
by 25%. That sounds like a lot, but using the example
above it’s only an extra $10 a month for those families that
contribute $500 a year; and $20 a month more for those

that contribute $1000 a year. If we increase the number of
Stewards, increase our annual donations by 25%, and add
the proceeds from our events, we will meet our expenses
in 2017.

Recognition for Stewards

We would like to recognize our Stewards for their
generous support by posting their names (not their
donations) in the Narthex or in the Fellowship Hall of our
Church.

To be a Steward in 2017, one must have met one of the
following:

o Submitted a Stewardship Form in 2016 or 2017. (If

a 2016 Steward does not submit a 2017 Form, we
will assume that they do not plan to make any
changes to their information.)

o Donated $1,000 or more in 2016.

o Make regular automatic donations through PayPal.

Remember, there are no financial barriers to becoming
a Steward. All that’s required is that a family completes a
Stewardship Form for review by our Parish Priest, Fr.
Blasko. There is no minimum donation. The family
determines their commitment based on their means and
their hearts.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at
stewardship@mostholytheotkos.com.

Please submit your 2017 Stewardship Form which is
available in the Narthex of our Church near the candles.
Or, submit your form online on our website.

His Excellency Milan Panic has provided us with a
wonderful gift for the future. Now it’s up to us to ensure
that we meet our 2017 financial goal so that we can realize
our future goals.

Huxomnan I'oronp

CBeToe BOCKpeceHue

€C/IN EMY CIIyYUTCA OBITH B ‘IY)I(OIZ 3EMIJIEC. BI/I}_IH, KaK IIOBCIOY B APYIMX CTpaHaX J€Hb 3TOT IIOYTU HE OT/IMYEH

B PYCCKOM YestoBeKe eCTb 0CoOeHHOe yyacTye K mpasgHuky Csetnoro Bockpecennsa. OH 9To 4yBCTBYeT >KIBeI],

OT JIPyTUX JJHE!l — Te Ke BCeT[alllHMe 3aHATHA, Ta Ke BCeIHEBHASA JKU3HD, TO JKe OYTHNYHOE BBIpa)KeHbe Ha
JIMIAX, OH YYBCTBYeT IPYCThb U 0OpalaeTcss HeBOIbHO K Poccuu. EMy kaxxeTcs, 4TO TaM KaK-To JIydllle IPa3gHyeTcsa
3TOT JIEHb, ¥ CaM 4€TIOBEK PaJIOCTHEN U Jy4llle, HEXKENN B IPYTHE JHU, U caMas )KU3Hb KaKas-To Lpyrasd, a He II0BCefl-
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HeBHas. EMy BIpYT IpeficTaBUTCA — 3Ta TOP)KeCTBEHHAs IOTHOYb, 3TOT IIOBCEMECTHBIN KOTTOKOIbHBIN 3BOH, KOTO-
PBLit KaK BCIO 3eMJTIO CIMBAET B OIVH T'YIT, 3TO BOCK/INIIAHbE «XPUCTOC BOCKpec!», KOTOpoe 3aMeHsIeT B 3TOT IeHb BCe
IpyTue IPUBETCTBIA, 9TOT MOLIETYY, KOTOPbIN TOIBKO pasfaeTcs y HaC, — U OH FOTOB IIOYTY BOCK/IMKHYTh: « TOIbKO
B offHOJ Poccuu mpaspgHyeTcs 9TOT IeHb TaK, Kak eMy C/IefyeT IpasiHoBaThcA!» Pasymeercs, Bce 9T0 MeuTa; OHa UC-
4e3aeT BAPYT, KaK TO/IbKO OH IIepeHeceTCsl Ha caMoM fienie B Poccuio mmm fja >xe TObKO NPUIIOMHUT, YTO J€Hb 3TOT
€CTb JIeHb KaKOJi-TO ITIOJTyCOHHOJ OETOTHU U CYeThl, ITyCTHIX BU3UTOB, YMBIIIJICHHBIX He3aCTaBaHMII PYT APyTra, Ha-
MeCTO PajlOCTHBIX BCTpeY, — eC/IM XK ¥ BCTPed, TO OCHOBAHHBIX Ha CaMbIX KOPBICTHBIX pacyeTax; YTO YeCTONM001e
KUIINT Y HaC B 9TOT JieHb ellle OOJIblile, YeM BO BCe APYTHe, ¥ TOBOPAT He O BOCKpeceH!M XpUCTa, HO O TOM, KOMY
KaKas Harpaja BBIIJIET M KTO YTO IIOJIYYUT; YTO JjasKe caM Hapof], 0 KOTOPOM MAET CIaBa, OyATo OH 60Jbllle BCeX pa-
IyeTcs, y>Ke IbsSHBIN IOIaJaeTCsA Ha YIMIAX, efBa TOJIbKO yCIle/la KOHYNThCSA TOP)KeCTBEeHHasA 00efHs, U He ycIena
elle 3apsl OCBETUTD 3eMIN. B3OXHeT GeHBIN PYCCKIIT YeTOBEK, €C/IM TOIbKO BCe 3TO IPUIIOMHMUT cebe ¥ YBUUT, YTO
3TO pa3Be TONbKO KapyMKaTypa M IOCMesHbe HaJ IPasfHIKOM, a CAMOro IpasfHMKa HeT. [I/11 mpodOopMbI TOTBKO
KaKOJ-HMOY/b Ha4a/IbHUK YMOKHET B ILIEKy MHBAIN/A, XKelas M0Ka3aTh IOAYMHEHHBIM YMHOBHMKAM, KaK HY)XHO
MOOUTb cBOero 6para, la KaKoii-HUOYAb OTCTA/IBII IIATPUOT, B JOCafle Ha MOJIOfIeXKb, KOTOpast OPaHUT CTapUHHbIE
pyccKue Hauy 06bIuan, yTBep>Kaas, YTO y HaC HUYeTo HeT, IPOKPUYNT THe BHO; «Y HAaC BCe €CTh: U CeMeliHasl )KU3Hb,
U ceMeltHbIe 0OpoeTeny, 1 0ObIYan y Hac COOMONA0TCA CBATO; U OJIT CBOJ UCIIONHAEM MBI TaK, KakK Hurzie B EBpo-
1le; ¥ HapOJj Mbl Ha yAMBJIEHbE BCEM».

Her, He B BUAMMBIX 3HaKax /€10, He B IATPMOTUYECKUX BO3ITIACAX U He B TOIieNye, JaHHOM MHBaINY, HO B TOM,
4TOOBI B CAMOM JieJie B3I/IAHYTDb B 9TOT JIeHb Ha 4e/IoBeKa, KaK Ha JIYYIIYI0 CBOIO AParolleHHOCTb, — TaK OOHATb U
IPIDKATh €T0 K cebe, KaK HaMPOJHeIIIero cBoero 6paTa, Tak eMy 00pagoBaThcs, Kak ObI CBOEMY HaWTydILIeMy APYTY,
C KOTOPBIM HECKOJIBKO JIeT He BU/A/IICh ¥ KOTOPBIil BAPYT HEOXXMAAHHO K HaM npuexail. Eme cumbreit! Emte 6osbure!
IToToMy 4TO y3bI, HAC C HUM CBS3BIBAIOIIVE, CYJIbHE 3eMHOTO KPOBHOTO HAIIIETO POJCTBA, ¥ IOPOJHIIIVCH MBI C HUM
TI0 HallleMy IPeKpacHOMY He6eCHOMY OTIY, B HECKO/IbKO Pa3 HaM O/ypKaiilieMy Halllero 3eMHOTO OTIIA, U IeHb STOT
MBI — B CBO€I1 ICTVIHHOJI CeMbe, Y HeTO CaMOro B IoMy. JleHb 3TOT eCTb TOT CBATOI! [IeHb, B KOTOPBII Tpas/iHyeT CBA-
TOe, HebeCHOe CBOe OPaTCTBO BCe YeTIOBEYECTBO [0 €AVHOTO0, He VICK/TIOUNB 13 HErO HY OJHOTO YeJIoBeKa.

OTuero >xe OFHOMY PYCCKOMY ellle Ka>KeTCsl, YTO MPasHUK 3TOT IPA3JHYeTCA KaK C/IefyeT M IPpasJHyeTCs TaK B
onHoIt ero semne? Meura n 3170¢ Ho 3a4eM e 3Ta Me4Ta He IPUXOJUT HU K KOMY JIPyTOMY, KpoMe pycckoro? Uro
3HAYMUT B CAMOM JIeJie, YTO CaMblil IPa3JHMUK MCYes, a BUAMMBIE IPU3HAKM €r0 TaK ACHO HOCATCA IO JIMITY 3eM/IM Ha-
IIeil: pa3faloTcs CNoBa: «XPpUCTOC BOCKpec!» — U IOLeNyi, ¥ BCAKUI pa3 Tak >ke TOP>)KeCTBEHHO BBICTYIaeT CBATas
IIOJIHOYb, 11 I'y/IbI BCe3BOHHBIX KOJIOKOJIOB T'YAAT IO BCeli 3eMJIe, TOUHO Kak Obl OyaaT Hac? [ie HOCATCA Tak 09eBUTHO
IpU3paKy, TaM HeJapoM HOCATCS; Iie OyasaT, TaM pasbynar. He ymupaior Te 06b149an, KOTOPBIM ONIpefie/IeHO ObITh
BEYHBIMI. YMMPAIOT B OYKBe, HO OXXMBAIOT B fyxe. [loMepka-10T BpeMeHHO, YMMUPAIOT B IIYCTBIX ¥ BHIBETPUBIINXCS
TOJITIIAX, HO BOCKPECAIOT C HOBOJ CMJION B M30paHHbIX, 3aTeM YTOOBI B CU/IbHEIIEM CBETe OT HMX PAa3/IUThCA IO BCEMY
mupy. He ymMpeT 13 Hallleit cTapyHBI HI 3€pHO TOTO, YTO €CThb B Hell ICTMHHO PYCCKOTO M YTO OCBAIIEHO caMuM XpH-
croM. Pa3HeceTcs 3BOHKVIMM CTPYyHaMU [TO3TOB, pa3BO3Be-CTUTCA 0/IATOYXAIOIVIMI Y CTaMU CBATUTEIE, BCIIBIXHET
HOMepKHYyBIIee — 1 IpasgHnK CeeTnoro BockpeceHns BoCIIpasgHyeTCs KaK ClefyeT Ipexxye Y Hac, YeM y APyTrux
Hapopos! Ha 4yeM ke OCHOBBIBasICh, Ha KaKVX JaHHbIX, 3aK/TI0YEHHBIX B Cep/llaX HAILINX, ONMPasACh, MOXKEM CKa3aTbh
aTo? Jly4mie 1 Mbl SPYTUX Hapo#oB? biyke iy >KM3HBIO KO XpUCTY, yeM oHM? HMKOro Mbl He mydllle, a )XKI3Hb ellle
HeyCTpOeHHel1 1 6ecriopsAoYHeil BceX uX. «Xy>ke MbI BCeX IIPOYNX» — BOT YTO MbI JO/DKHBI BCeT/ja TOBOPUTH O cebe.
Ho ecTb B Haeit mpupofe To, YTO HaM IPOPOYMT 3TO. Y>Ke caMoe HEeYCTPOICTBO Hallle HaM 3TO pOopoUnT. MEI erle
PaCTOIUIEHHBII MeTa/ll, He OT/IMBIIMIICA B CBOI0 HALMOHAIbHYIO (HOPMY; ellje HAM BO3MOYXXHO BBIOPOCKTD, OTTOJI-
KHYTb OT ce0s1 HaM HeIIpUIMYHOE U BHECTH B ce6sI BCe, YTO YoKe HeBO3MOXKHO APYTMM HapofiaM, IOy4uBIIUM Gopmy
¥ 3aKa/IMBIIMMCS B Hell. UTO eCTh MHOTO B KOPEHHOI IIPUpPOJie Hallleil, HaMM I03a0bITOl, 671113KOT0 3aKOHY XPUCTa,
— JIOKa3aTenbCTBO TOMY yXKe TO, YTO 6e3 Meda Ipuilen K HaM XpUCTOC, ¥ IIPUTOTOBIEHHAA 3eM/IA Cepiel] HaIIIX
IpuU3bIBa/Ia caMa coboil ero CJI0BO, 4TO €CTh Y>Ke Havasla 6paTcTBa XpHCTOBA B CAaMOIl Hallleil CTaBAHCKON MPUPO]E,
1 ToOpaTaHbe JIIofieil ObI/IO Y HaC POJHEl JaXke M KPOBHOTO OPaTCTBa, YTO ellle HeT Y HaC HeIPUMIPUMOI HEHaBUCTH
COCTIOBbS IIPOTYBY COC/IOBBS U T€X 03/I00/ICHHBIX IAPTMIL, KaKye BOATCA B EBpolie 1 KOTOpBIe MOCTAB/IAIOT IPEIAT-
CTBUE HeIpeoOOopuMOe K COeVHEHMIO JIIofiell 1 OpaTCKOIl M00BY MEXAY HUMI, YTO eCTh, HAKOHell, Y HaC OTBara,
HMKOMY He CPOJIHas, M €C/IU TIPeiCTaHeT HaM BCeM KaKoe-HUOY/b [e/o, pelnTeNbHO HeBO3MOXKHOE HM /I KaKOTO
IPYTOro Hapofia, XOT:A OBl layke, HAIIpUMep, COPOCKB ¢ cebs BAPYT U pa3oM BCe HEIOCTATKM HAIIM, BCe MO30pslee
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BBICOKYIO IIPMPOJLY YeTOBEKa, TO C 60/IbI0 COOCTBEHHOTO Te/la, He I0XKa/leB caMMX ce0s, KaK B JBEHA/[IIATOM TOfLy, He
TI0>KaJIeB VIMYILIECTB, KIIY JJOMBI CBOM U 3eMHbIe JOCTaTKM, TaK PBAHETCS Y HAC BCe COpachIBaTh ¢ cebs mosopsiiee 1
IATHAlolIee Hac, HY OffHA AyIIa He OTCTAHEeT OT APYTOIL, I B TaK/e MMHYTBI BCAKNE CCOPbI, HEHABYUCTHU, BPAXKADI —
Bce OBbIBaeT 103a0bITO, OpaT MOBUCHET Ha IPyAu y OpaTa, u Bcsa Poccus oguH yenoBek. Bot Ha yeM OCHOBBIBAsCH,
MOYKHO CKa3aTb, 4TO IIpa3fHUK Bockpecenns XpucroBa BOCIpas3fHYeTC s MPeX/e Y Hac, YeM Y APYIUX.

VI TBeppo TOBOPUT MHE 9TO JIyIlla MOs, U 9TO He MBIC/Ib, BBIAYMaHHas B rO/IoBe. Takye MBIC/IU He BBI[yMBIBAIOTCA.
BrymenbeM Bo>kbyM MOPOX/AIOTCA OHM Pa3oM B CepAllax MHOTUX JIIOfel, APYT pyTa He BUABIINX, )XMBYLINX Ha
Pa3HBIX KOHILIAX 3eM/IN, M B OF{HO BpeMsi, Kak Obl 13 OFHMX YCT, M3I/IAIIAIOTCSA. 3HAIO 5 TBEPJIO, YTO He OAVH Ye/I0BEeK B
Poccun, x0T 5 ero u He 3HaI0, TBEPAIO BEPUT TOMY I TOBOPUT: «Y HAc IPeXJe, YeM BO BCAKOI APYroil 3eMiie, BOC-
npasgHyeTcsa CBaTtoe Bockpecenne XpuctoBo!»

»ees U WE CE 3aPA06a copuemo 8u, U padocmma 6u HUKOU HAMA
0a omueme* /VIu. 16:22/

Iparu 6pars u cectpu B Xpucta! B T03u mbuesapeH 4ac Ha BCeoO11I0 TMKyBaHe ce pajiBaM Jja BY IPUBETCTBAM C
BDB3TOPT U TPEIIET.

Xpucroc Bockpece!

B Te3u ynyBUTeTHM, He3aMEHMMY C/IOBA € TajlHaTa Ha HallleTo criaceHne! B Tx e Hermokone6uMara Haa Hagex al
Hanexxna 3a ToBa, 4ye cbc CBOETO Bb3KpeceHne oT MbpTBUTe HammAT bor, Mncyc Xpucroc e BbpHan 6e3cMbpTHETO
Ha L[e/INAT YOBEUIKY PO, Ha BCEKM efiiH OT Hac.

»KaKkTo B AflaMa yMMpaT BCMYKM, TaKa B XpuUCTa BCUUKY Ie OXXMBEAT, HO BCEKU IIO CBOS pefi: HAYajloTo €
BB3KPBCHATIMAT XPUCTOC, Tocie pu HeroBoTo njBaHe 1ie Bb3KpbCHAT OHMs, KouTo ca Xpucrosu ‘! /1 Kop. 15:22:23/.

Ot mpaka Ha GesyTelrHara MbKa Ipe3 CTpacTHaTa CeMMIIA — BECTTa 3a BB3KPbCHaMMsI XPUCTOC MpobuBa b4
boxecTBeHa CBET/INHA, KOWITO M3IIB/IBA ChpIiaTa HI C HeOMICyeMa PajocT. VIMEHHO Tasy pafiocT 3a KOATO IIPOPOKY-
Ba [ocrion Ha CBOMTE Y4EHUIN: ,,... ] LIle Ce 3apafiBa CHPIIETO BY, 1 PafjOCTTa BY HUKOII HAMA Ja oTHeMe™ /VIH. 16:22/.
Tasu 671arogaTHa pajocT e yCeljaHeTo 3a IMYHA CHIIPUYACTHOCT K'bM BEUHVS XKXIUBOT.

[IBpBOTO, KOETO Uy/IM CMUPEHNUTE )KeHM TIpK cperara cu ¢ Br3kpbcnanusa Cracuren 6uno: ,,Pagaiite ce!“ IIpes
BeKOBeTe TO3M Ipu3uB Ha [ocmopa ce 06pbia n KbM Hac. PazBaiite ce, 3amoTo Be3kpbcHammsaT Xpucroc nobenn
cMbpTTa. PagBaiite ce, 3amoto Toit paspymm apa. Paysaiite ce 3a ToBa, 4e Toil He HM M30CTaBM, a HM IIpefiafie HA He-
6ecuns Otery ga HM IpueMe U ocuHOBY /Tan. 4:4:5/.

Pappaiite ce, Opats u cecTpy, 3al0TO B PafjOCTTa € HAIETO cllaceHue!

Ho, xak 1a ce paziBaMe, KOTaToO OKOJIO HAC MMa TOJIKOBA 37MHM M MbKI? Kak [ja ce pagBaMe, KOraTo TONKOBA de-
CTO B CBeTa ThP)KEeCTBYBa HeCIIPABEAIMBOCTTA I IbXKaTa? Kbie ma Hamepu yTexa cTpagamara gyma? Tyk morat ga
TIOMOTHAT CJI0BaTa Ha arnocTon IleTsp: ,,3aToBa ce pajBaliTe, 3alI0TO cera I fla IIOCKBPONUTE MA/IKO B Pas3IMYHN U3-
KYILIEeHM)s, TO € 3a fIa ce M3MNTA BallaTa BsApa I Ja M3Je3e IOo-AparoleHHa OT HeTPAlHOTO ¥ MaKap 4pe3 OI'bH Jja ce
M3IMTBA 3/1aTOTO TO € 3a [I0XBaJIa, 4ecT U ciaBa Kora ce ABu Vucyc Xpucroc. Kororo o6muare 6e3 ga cte [o Buneny n
B Koroto BsipBaTte cera 6e3 ma [o BibkjaTe, pajiBaiiTe ce C HeM3Ka3aHa U Ipec/iaBHa PajioCT, KaToO MIOCTUraTe Kpas Ha
BalIaTa Bsipa — crraceHneTo Ha gymure. /1 IleT.1:6-9/.

U Heka Ta3u pajocT 3a BpskpbcHammsa CriacuTen ja yTely BallliTe MbKI U [eYayl, KOUTO Ca HeM30eXHM 10 BT
xbM Hebecunar Vepycanim u 1a yKpenu IrbTs Ha CIACEHNETO, M BEYHO Jia Tpe6b/ie ¢ BOMYKM HAC. ,[0Ba BU Ka3ax, 3a
ma mpe6bae MosiTa palocT BBB Bac U pajlocTTa Bu fa 6bae mbaHa“ /MH.15:11/.

Jla 6rmarogapuM Ha bora 3a Bcnukute My 6marofiesHus KvM Hac. V camu, karo My nogpakaBaMe fja U3BbpIIBaMe
OmaropiessHMA eIUH KBM JPYT, 3a Jja IPeyMHOXaBaMe 1 paslpoCTpaHABaMe IO cBeTa OraroparHaTa BenmkmeHcka
pasiocr.

ITosppaBsBaM By, Opats 1 cecTpu ¢ Benmkus fieH Ha ThpKecTByBalaTta boxxectBena Victuna u ¢ boxxecTBeHara
mo60B — ¢ Bbp3kpecenneTo XpucToso.

Xpucroc Bockpece! Bouctuny Bockpece!
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Orthodox Christian Cartoons & Comic Strips DIRECTIONS...1o the Parish Center:

www.ikonimation.com/FatherGabriel Location: Irvine Corporate Park
' 3 2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine
Between MacArthur & Von Karman

Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto
MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.

From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn
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