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Christ is Risen!
The Origins of Pascha and Great Week - Part 1

V. Rev. Dr. Alkiviadis C. Calivas

n worship we encounter the living God. Through Wor-
ship God makes Himself present and active in our time,
drawing the particles and moments of our life into the
realm of redemption. He bestows upon us the Holy Spirit,
who makes real the promise of Jesus to be in the midst of
those gathered in His name (Mt 18.20). In our ecclesial as-
semblies, therefore, we do more than remember past events
and recall future promises. We experience the risen Christ,
who is “clothed with his past and future acts,” as someone
has noted. Thus, all that is past and all that is future are
made present in the course of our liturgical celebrations.
Pascha, which commemorates the resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is the oldest, most venerable

and preeminent feast of the Church. It is the great Christian

festival, the very center and | Ll PR
heart of the liturgical year. £

Jesus” passion, death and
resurrection constitute the
essence of His redemptive
work. The narrative of these
salvific actions of the Incar-
nate Son of God formed the
oldest part of the Gospel
tradition. The solemn cele-
brations of Great Week and
Pascha are centered upon
these events. The divine ser-
vices of the Week, crafted
long ago in continuity with
the experience, tradition
and faith of the first Chris-
tians, help us penetrate and

celebrate the mystery of our salvation.

The prototype of Pascha is the Jewish Passover, the fes-
tival of Israel’s deliverance from bondage. Like the Old Tes-
tament Passover, Pascha is a festival of deliverance. But its
nature is wholly other and unique, of which the Passover is
only a prefigurement. Pascha involves the ultimate redemp-
tion, i.e., the deliverance and liberation of all humanity
from the malignant power of Satan and death, through the
death and resurrection of Christ. Pascha is the feast of uni-
versal redemption. Our earliest sources for the annual cel-
ebration of the Christian Pascha come to us from the sec-
ond century. The feast, however, must have originated in
the apostolic period. It would be difficult, if not impossible,
to 1mag1ne otherwise. The first Christians were Jews and

| A ; obviously conscious of the
Jewish festal calendar. They
scarcely could have forgot-
ten that the remarkable and
compelling events of Christ’s
death, burial and resurrec-
tion had occurred at a time
in which the annual Pass-
over was being observed.
These Christians could not
have failed to project the
events of the passion and
the resurrection of Christ
on the Jewish festal calen-
dar, nor would they have
failed to connect and im-
pose their faith on the an-
nual observance of the Jew-



ish Passover. St. Paul seems to indicate as much when writ-
ing to the Corinthians, “purge out the old leaven, that you
may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For
indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. There-
fore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor 5.7-8).

The early Church rejoiced in the event of the Resurrec-
tion. The new and principal day of worship of the Chris-
tians was the first day of the Jewish week, i.e., the day in
which the Lord was raised from the dead. They assembled
on that day to celebrate the Eucharist, through which they
proclaimed the Lord’s death and confessed his resurrec-
tion. Eventually they gave this day a Christian name, the
Day of the Lord (Rev 1.10). It would be hard to imagine
that the Christians of the first century would not have pro-
jected and connected in some new and significant way their
weekly celebration of the sacred events of Christ’s death
and resurrection on the annual observance of the Passover.

Another point of interest in this connection is the emer-
gence of the paschal fast and vigil. According to the earliest
documents, Pascha is described as a nocturnal celebration
with a long vigil, that was preceded by a fast. This suggests
a connection with the Jewish rites of the Passover, even
though there is a distinct difference of faith and rite be-
tween the Jewish and Christian observance. One such dif-
ference centers on the time of the celebration. The Jewish
rite was an evening meal that ended at midnight while the
Christian festival consisted of a long vigil that ended in the
early dawn. It may well be that this delay was intentional, in
order to distinguish the Christian night from the Jewish.
Furthermore, the delay symbolized the fulfillment of the
Passover by Christ, and thus signaled the transition from
the old to the new Pascha. It has been suggested that this
particular feature of the Paschal night prompted the persis-
tent demand, which we encounter early on, that the Chris-
tian Pascha must come after the Jewish Passover.

According to the chronology of the Gospel of John, the
Lord was crucified and buried on the day before the Pass-
over and rose the day after. In the year we have come to
number 33 A.D.,, the Passover fell on a Saturday. The cruci-
fixion, therefore, occurred on Friday, while the resurrec-
tion happened early Sunday morning. Eventually, the cele-
bration of Pascha in the early Church would be predicated
upon this chronology.

In the beginning, the Christian Pascha was the occasion
for the remembrance of the entire work of redemption,

with a special reference to the Cross and the Resurrection.
By the second century the churches of Asia Minor had
come to observe Pascha on the 14 of Nisan, the day on
which the Lord was crucified, while all the other churches
observed Pascha on the Sunday after the 14 of Nisan, em-
phasizing the resurrection. These two ways of computing
the date of Pascha gave rise to the Paschal controversies of
the second century. At the beginning of the third century,
these disputes were settled in favor of the Sunday obser-
vance of Pascha. However, difficulties with inadequate cal-
endars continued to plague the local churches, until the is-
sue was finally resolved by the First Ecumenical Synod of
Nicea in 325 A.D. The Fathers of the Synod decreed that
henceforth Pascha was to be celebrated on the first Sunday,
after the first full moon of the spring equinox. The Synod,
also, determined that the date would be calculated in ac-
cordance with the Alexandrian calendar. The Orthodox
Church continues to maintain this order.

In the early Church, according to local custom, the cel-
ebration of Pascha was preceded by fast. In a letter written
to Pope Victor regarding the Paschal disputes, St. Irenaios
(+ ca. 200) makes mention of the fasting practices that were
being observed in his time by various local churches. He
wrote, “for the controversy is not only concerning the day,
but also concerning the very manner of the fast. And this
variety in its observance has not originated in our time; but
long before in that of our ancestors.”

It is clear from this testimony that fasting had become
an integral element of the Paschal observance from the ap-
ostolic period. It probably came about as a result of the
words of the Lord, “can the wedding guests mourn as long
as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come, when
the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they
will fast” (Mt 9.15). The Paschal fast, mournful in nature,
came to honor the Bridegroom of the Church, who was
taken away, crucified, and buried.

The original various practices of fast was expanded by
many local churches to include the whole week of strict fast
before Pascha. This process began in the third century.
During the course of the fourth century the week of strict
fast had become a universal practice, and the week itself
came to be known as “Holy and Great”

The Great week fast was increased still further by another
development: the formation of the forty day period of the
Great Fast or Lent. Lent represents the maximum expansion
of the paschal fast. Though linked to the six day fast of the
Great Week, the Lenten fast is separate and distinct from it.
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The celebrations of the Great Week developed gradually
and in stages. The chronology of the sacred events of the
serial aspects of the passion and the resurrection, as re-
corded in the Gospel of John, would effect the development
of the last three days of the Week (Thursday, Friday and
Saturday); while the sayings of the Lord and the events in
His life immediately preceding the passion, as recorded in
the Synoptic Gospels, would effect the development of the
first three days of the Week (Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day). In a subsequent development, the chronology of
events pertaining to the raising of Lazarus and the trium-
phant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, according to the Gos-
pel of John, would bring about the configuration of a two
day festival (the Saturday of Lazarus and the Sunday of
Palms) immediately preceding the Great Week. These two
festal days anticipate the joy and the victory of the resurrec-
tion, and bridge the Great Fast with the Great Week.

The single liturgical event commemorating Christs
death and resurrection expanded very early “as a result of a
more historically oriented approach and a more represen-
tational type of presentation” of the Paschal mystery. Each
aspect of the mystery was broken down, emphasized ritu-
ally, and assigned to the day of the week in which it had
occurred.

Thus Great Week was born. The crucifixion, burial and
resurrection of Christ, together with the event of the Mysti-
cal Supper, constituted the very heart and center of the
Great Week. The solemn celebration of these events began
on Thursday evening and ended on the early dawn of Sun-
day. During the course of the fourth century a process was
set in motion by which the solemnities of the Week would
be further enhanced and elaborated.

Backpcemwe XpuctoBo je Hajsehu gorabaj y ucropujn.
ITo wemy ce xpumhaHcTBO pa3nuKyje of CBUX OCTATUX peTUTHja.

Murponomur Jeporej (Braxoc)

CHUBA4M CBUX APYTUX PeIUTHja Cy CMPTHUIY, JOK
je ImaBa IlpkBe Backpcmm Xpucroc. Backpceme
XprcroBo je 06HaB/bambe /bYACKe IPUPOJE, TPecas-
lame JbYJICKOT POJIa, XMB/beIbe eCXaTONONIKe PeaTHOCTH.
Kapa roBopumo o Backpcewy, Mu ra He ofiBajamo off Kpcra,
oymyhu ma cy n Kper n Backpceme fBa morma nckycTsa oc-
no6ahama, kao uto ce n Mommo y Lpksu: ,Kpcrom Tso-
juM pagocr (nobhe) menom ceery, carga 6narocumajyhu To-
cropa, Backpcewy TBome neBamo nnu nax ,,Kpcry TBome
K/IambaMo ce, Braguko, n Backpcewe TBoje cBeTo mpocna-
B/BAMO
Arnocron IlaBne jacHo mpomnosena: Ako XpHUCTOC Huje
ycrao, y3anyn Bepa Hama (1. Kop. 15, 17). Bepa cBojy nc-
TUHUTOCT U CUITY iyTyje cBeT/IoM fjorabajy Backpcemwa Xpu-
croBor. bes mera cy xpumhaunu jagauju of cujy byau (1.
Kop. 15, 19).

CMIIA3AKY Al

Ipxea XpucroBo Backpceme IpasHyje off TpeHyTKa
Iberosor cwmacka y ap (m1akao, jeBp. IIeos, IPKUM. IIPeB.),
I/ie je off BMacTy cMpTH 1 haBona ocmo6oamo fymre craposa-
BeTHUX NpaBeHNKa. EBO Ha KOju HauMH TO IpasHyje Hallla
IIpkBa. VI3 6orocmyx6eHnx TEKCTOBA jacHO je Ha IIpas-
HOBame Backpcemwa nouume off Benmkor meTka, Kao LITO
BUJIMMO U3 TIOC/IefIOBatba jyTpema Ha Bemnky cy6oty, kama
ce M3HoCH IUTamTannia. Vcro tako, u 6eceme Ceetnx Otana
Ha Be/ky meTak 3arpaBo roBope 0 BaCKpCerby 11 oOemy.

To ce ncnomasa u y cBemreHoj nkoHorpaduju Backp-
cerba.

LipkBa je ompenuia fia ce 3a UCTMHCKY MKOHY Backpcema
XpucroBor cmarpa usobpaxeme Hberosor cmmacka y a.
HapasHo, nocToje 1 nkoHe Backpcema koje nsobpaxanajy
XpHCTOBO jaB/balkbeé MUPOHOCHILIAMA U YIEHMLIMMA, ali je
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MKOHa Backpcema IpeBacXofHO M300pakeme YHUIITEHa
cmpru. OHO ce forofmio XpUCTOBOM CUIACKOM Y afi, Kaja
je Hberosa pymra, 3ajegno ¢ Hberosum 6oxancrsom (Tj. ¢
HberoBom 60)aHCKOM IPUPOROM), CUIIIIA Y aff 2 611 0C10-
6opyIa gyle CTapo3aBe THUX IIPaBeHIKA KOjI Cy T'a MIIJe-
KuBam Kao V36aBurespa.

I3o6paxerme Backpcerwa XprcTOBUM CHTACKOM Y aff MIMa
MHoTe 1 0301bHe GorocmoBcke pasyore. Kao mpso, 3ato
LITO HMKO HUje Bujeo XpUCTa y 4acy Kafia je ycTao, Kaf je
3aIao us rpoba ,3anedaheHor kameHOM . 3eM/BOTpeC U CH-
na3ax aHbena Koju je offBaIio 104y ca rpoba JOroauIm Cy
ce f1a 611 ce keHe-MUpPOHOCHIIe yBepuIe fia je XpICToC Bac-
Kpcao. Kao zipyro, 3ato 1mTo je XpucToBa AyIa, cjefumbeHa
¢ IberoBom 60>kaHCTBOM, CHIIIA Y afi ¥ YHMIUTUIIA B/IACT
cmpr 1 haBora, 6ynyhu ma je On CBojoM concTBeHOM cMp-
hy mo6enmo cMpr. V13 npaBociaBHOT Ipefama jacHO ce BU-
1 fa je XprcToBOM cMphy IOTIyHO IopaXkeHa CMPT. Ycrer
tora, y llpkBu mesamo: ,,XpHUCTOC BacKpce M3 MPTBHUX,
cmphy cmpt nobepu. .. Fberosa tpujymdanta nodema Haj
cMphy moropma ce cBakako y OHOM 4acy Kaja je Xpucrosa
Iy, cjeaymbeHa ¢ 60XaHCTBOM (00>KaHCKOM IIPUPOIOM),
yuumtina cMprt. Kao tpehe, Xpucroc je CBojum cumackom
y af of cMptu ocnobopuo Anama u EBy. [lakie, momro je
HOCpeCTBOM AffaMa JOLIIO [0 Maja Bacenor JbYHCKOT po-
Za U IIOUITO je OH Halll pOfJOHaYaTHUK, TAKO U TOCPECTBOM
AZlamMOBOTI BacKpcerba OKYLIaMO IUIOfi0BE BacKpcerba I CIa-
cerba. 300T jefMHCTBA YOBeYNje IPMPOJie, OHO LITO Ce ZOro-
ZWJIO IIPAOLLY, JOTOAM/IO CE ¥ BaCLIeI0] YOBEYMjOj IIPUPOIL.

W3 Tux pasnora ce KapakKTepUCTUIHOM MKOHOM Backp-
cema Xpucrtosor cmarpa Iberos cunasax y ag, jep je cymru-
Ha IIpasHMKa Backpcema yMpTB/baBatbe CMPTH U CBpPraBabe
baBoma: YMpTBBEE CMPTH 1 a[IOBO YKMflatbe IPa3HYyjeMo,
nesamo y Llpkeu. Pymeme afa u yMpTB/baBalbe CMPTH jecy
Hajay6/py cMycao TpasHyKa Backpcema.

Y Cserom IIncmy nsobpakmere ajia ce KOPUCTH CUM-
BOJIMYHO, Ja 61 03Ha4mI0 BiactT cMptyu u hasoma. Y Tom
CMICTY Cy KapaKpeTUCTI4He peun anocTona [lasma: A mo-
IITO Ta Jelja MIMajy 33jeNHULY y KpBU 1 Mecy, 1 OH y3e Haj-
IIPUCHMjeT yAiena y ToMe, Aa cMphy cMpT caTpe, OHOra Koju
nMa Moh cMptH, haBota, 1 1a n36aBM OHE KOjit OFf CTpaxa o
CMPTH IeJIora )XMBOTa Oejaxy KpUBIM 3a CBOje pobOoBambe
(Jesp. 2, 14-15). Moh (cuna) cmpT ce, faxie, usjegHadyje
ca Bramhy hasona.

XPUCTOCIIOBEBLYJE CMPT

13 Tor pasyora, y MpaBOC/IABHOM IIpefjaby IaKao Hiuje
jeIHOCTABHO HEKO MeCTO, Hero rocropapeme cMpTi u ha-
BOJ/Ia. 3a [iyllle OHNUX JbYAM KOji ce Hajase y BjacTy hasoma
M CMPTH Ka>KeMO Ja ce Hajiase y ajly, OBHOCHO IIaKTy. Yipa-

BO 61 y TOM cMuciTy Tpebao fa pasMarpamo yueme I]pkse
0 XpuCTOBOM CUJIACKY y afl, Kafia je XpMUCTOC IPUXBATHO Ja
yMpe U TaKo CTYINMO y BJACT CMPTH, a oHja cuinoM Cpor
60>ka)KaHCTBA TI06EANO CMPT, YIMHNO je TIOTITYHO Hemoh-
HOM J1 TMILIEHOM cuIe, fajyhy CBOjoM COTICTBEHOM CH/IOM 1
Bramhy cBakoM 4YoBeKy MOryhHOCT #a m3berne rocmo-
fiapee, BIAcT M CUIy CMpTH 1 haBora.

O XpucroBoM CUIACKY Y ajj Ha/lasuMo cBefodeme y Ca-
60pHOj mocanniy anocrona Iletpa, y kojoj ce kaxe: 3aTo
u XpUCTOC jefaHIIyT 3a rpexe Halle IOCTPaja, IPaBeJHNK
3a HelpaBefHMKe, fla Hac npuBefe Bory, ycmphen tenom, a
OXKVMBEBIIN TYXOM, KOjuM U culb)e 1a IpornoBeya fyXoBuMa y
tamuuiu (1. [etp. 3, 18-19).

Y npkBeHOM IIpefiarby, MHOTO je pedeHO O XpUCTOBOM
CUIACKY Y afi, M TO Yy cMMcIy fa je OH CTymMo y BIacT U
napctBo cMpTu. ITocToje 3Ha4ajHM Tpomapy Koju ce IeBajy
Ha Bevyepwoj Ha Ilacxy (Backpc), a Koju mounmy pedeHu-
II0M ,,JIaHac jelajuma Bamy'. Y miuMa ce Kaxe fAa je af (ma-
Kao) IpeJcTaB/beH KaKo jella, a OHAa, usMely ocrasor, ro-
Bope 1 0 ToMe ja je OH INOHMINTVO HETOBY BIACT, j€p je
Xpucroc 0cmo6oamo OHe Hajl KOjUMa je Makao BEeKOBIMA
uMao BracT. Kapakrepuctudne cy peun: Passeja ce cuma
Moja, ITacTup ce pacmeo m Afama Backpcao..., UCIIPasHU
rpo6 Pacrety 1 He Hafijaya Cuma CMPTHL.

3a 0BO MecTO BeoMa je 3HavajHO u IloydHOo coBO CB.
JoBaHa 31aTOYCTOL, KOje YUMTaMO IOC/Ie BaCKpILIHe TUTYP-
ruje. Iopep ocrasor, oBfie je pedeHo fa ce afi (1akao), Kaj je
cycpeo Xpucra, Orop4mo 1 MOHUIITHO, fia je OMO YHIDKEH,
YMPTB/bEH U CBPTHYT... Y HAaCTaBKY je peyeHo Ja je af, ca
XpucroBoM cMphy Ha KpCTy, IPMMIO CMPTHO TeJO, a Ha-
1o ce npef boxxaHCTBOM, IPUMMMO 3eM/bY-IIPaX a CyCpeo
He60, [la je IPUMIO OHO IITO je BUJEO, Tj. JbYACKO TeIO,
JbYACKY IpUpoAY, a 61o nobehen ox Onora Kojera Huje Bu-
7ie0, OFHOCHO Off boxkaHcTBa.

Yueme IJpkBe 0 XpycTOBOM CMIACKY Y aff OINCAO je U
cBeTy JoBaH [laMacKiH y jeTHOM TpoIlapy ITacXaaHOT KaHo-
Ha. HaBenthy ra y nemam, 6yayhm fa je oH cBuMa mosHar:
»CHIIIA0 CU Y IPENUCIIONILY ¥ IIOHUIITHO Pe3e BEYHE IUTO Cy
ipXase cBesaHe, XpUCTe, ¥ TPOJHEBHO, KaO JOHa U3 KUTA,
U3 rpoba BacKpcao®.

Csern Emmdannje, emnckon KUmapcky, y OMWINjY Ha
Backpceme faje dypecan omuc XpUCTOBOT CUIACKa y afi U
CBera OHOTa IITO Ce TaMO IOTOANIO, TyMadehy y Be3u ¢ TuM
Hasupos ncanam (Ilc. 23, ct. 7-10).

CrkoBuTO ce n3paxasajyhu, on kaxe ga je Xpucroc y
aJl CMIIIA0 ,,00TOfONNYHO, 60POEHO, CAMOBIIACHO, Y IPATHU
He CaMo /IBAHAECT JIETVOHA, HEr0 HeOPOjeHOr MHOIITBA 1
xwpazia anbena® IIpe Hero mTo je XprUCTOC CTUTAO Y CEHO-
BUTe TaMHMIIE afia, Ty je CTYIMO apXucTparur laspumo fa
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611 671aroBeCTIO O JOMACcKy XPHUCTOBOM, jep je YIpaBo OH O
ToMe OmaroBectno 1 IIpecBeroj Boropommim. OH kaxe:
[TopuranTe BpaTa, KHEXXEBY Ballli. Y HACTABKY Ce OITIalla-
Ba apxanheo Muxamno: [Toguraute ce, Bpara BeuHa. Cae
aHberncke cue cy yckmkHyne: CpymmTe ce, TaHIM Hepac-
KVJUBM... YIUIalIuTe ce, TMpaHu Oesakonu. IlojaBmo ce
XpHCTOC U 13a3Ba0 BEMKM CTPaX, IOMETHY U y>Kac. Kama
Cy KHeXXeBU afja cHaxHo noBuKanu: Ko je taj Llap cnaBe, ce
cue Hebecke cy uM ycknmknyne: focrop Mohan u cumas,
Tocnion cunan y 60jy, OH je taj Llap cmase (Tlc. 23, 7-10).

Y HacraBky, cBetn Emmdanmje ommcyje samusibyjyhy
ApamoBy 6eceny ca XpucToM. AzjaM je 3a4yo Kopake Xpu-
cta Koju monasy, UCTO Kao IITO UX je 4yo ¥ Y pajy, mocie
IIpecTyIia ¥ HemoCIymHoCTH. Taja je oceTno 3e6my 1 cTpax,
a cajia pajiocT 1 nMKoBame. [lokajanu AfaM je YCKIMKHYO,
o6pahajyhu ce cBum gyurama: ,,Tocrog moj ca cBuma’, a To-
CIIOf} MY je Ha To ofroBopuo: ,J ca gyxom tBojuM!“ 3atum
ra je y3eo 3a pyKy ¥ BacKpcao, 063Hamwyjyhu mra je yunHmo
33 IErOBO CIIacebe 1 3a CIIacebe BacLe/Ior bYHCKOT POfia.

13 cBera IITO je pedeHO, jaCHO ce IMOKasyje Lk 360r
Kojera je Xpucroc cuimao y af. Y peaqnocty, OH je cTynno
TaMo I7e je Bajao haso, ma 6u ra mory6mo... Xpucroc je
OBJle cBe3ao DhaBoya, Tako fja OBaj HeMa BHUIIE HUKAKBY
B/IACT HAJ, /byAnMa... Mebyrtum, focnon je cumrao y ap u 3a-
TO a 6u cBe uctyHno ceertouthy Cor 60>kaHcTBa. Amo-
cron IlaBne u3HOCK OBO yueme, roopehu: A oHo ,y3ube,
1IITa je, OCUM Jia TIPBO U cube y Hajnomwa MecTa 3em/be? OHaj
Koju cube nctu je Onaj Koju u ysube Bume cBujy Hebeca ga
ucnynu cse (Eg. 4, 9-10). IIpema Tome, XprcToB cmmasax y
HajI0ka MecTa 3eM/be JIOTOMO Ce 3aTO Jja 61 ce cBe MCITy-
Huo Fberosom cBetmourhy u ga 6u peanHo 6mra cBprayta
CU/Ia CMPTH. YUCTHHY, TpeOasio 611 pas/IMKOBaTy OHO LITO je
eHepruja boxmja koja cBe ucrmymaBa u obororBopyjyha
eHepruja boxxuja kojoj cy mpuyacHu camo o6oxenn. CeTn
Ipuropuje borocnos kaxe fa je oHe WTO ce bory Kmamajy
Tpebano nponahy He camo rope (Tj. Ha HeGecnuMa), HEro U
fione, Kako OM ce CBe MCIYHMIO M HAIyHMIO C/IABOM
Bboxmujom. ¥V Toj mepcreKkTuBy HallMCaHY Cy ¥ TPOIIapy Ha-
e IJpkse: [la 6u ce cBe ucnynmno cnaoM TBojom, cuirao
Cn y Ipencnopnmy semsbe. VI ceetu JoaH JlamackuH cBeva-
HO meBa: ,Cajla ce cBe IpeucHyHu cseriomhy, 1 He6o, u
3eM/ba, U TIpencnofma. Hexa cBaka TBap cmaBu Backpceme
XpucTOBO KOje ce Y B0j yTBPAM

Hajsan, Xpucroc je cuinao y af a 6u ce ¥ TaMO IIOHOBY-
710 U USBPIIMJIO CBE OHO IUTO Ce IOrOfi/Io Ha 3eM/pu. Kao
IITO je Ha 3eM/bJ IIPOTIOBENA0 O MUPY, KO IITO je IPEIIHM-
Ma OTIIYIITao IPexe, JaBao CBETIOCT OKY C/IeNOora I II0CTao0
Y3pOK CIlacema CBIMa Bepyjyhyma 1 y3pok cyza Haji HeBep-
jeM cBuX HeBepyjyhux, Tpebao je ga ce TO MCTO JOTOMM U Y

amy, TAe Cy ce HamaswiIe Aylle YMpIUX, Kako 01 Baclena
JbyAiCKa TIPUPOJA U BaCIeZI0 YOBEYAHCTBO 3a4y/IO CIACO-
HOCHY BecT XpucroBy. Kao 1mTo je onnma xoju o6utaBajy Ha
sewspy usaiwio CyHIle TIpaBfe, TAKo je Tpebano fa 1 OHe,
KOju Cy 06UTaBa/mM y TaMU U y CeHM CMPTHOj obacja cBeT-
noct boxuja (cB. JoBan [lamacknun)... Hapasno, Xpucro-
BVYM CUJIACKOM Y aJi HUCY Ce CIIac/M CBU KOjy Cy Ce TaMo
HaJIa3M/IM, HETO CaMo IIPaBefHMUIY KOjI CY, Y PasInuuTuM
CTeleHnMa, gocTurmm oboxeme. Cetu Emmdannje xaxe
la ce HNUCY CHAcIyM CBU KOjU Cy TaMO OWIN, HETO CaMo
Bepyjyhu. To 6u Tpebano npoTymaunTyi Tako Aa ¢y Xpucra
IPETI03HA/IM OHY KOj) Cy TOKOM YMTABOT CBOT JKMBOTA OM-
JIN Y 3ajesHULN ca OecTenecHUM JIorocom.

W3 ppyrux mecra Cpertor IlmcMa m U3 CBETOOTauKOr
Tpefamba 3HaMo JIa Cy IPOCBET/berbe M 000XKeHe MOCTOjasIN
joumr y CrapoMm 3aBeTy, a/ii 3a OHe KOjI Cy ce YLOCTOjUIN Jia
»Bupe“ 6ecrenecHor Jloroca 1 ia JOCTUTHY 000XKerbe, C TOM
Pas3/IMKOM ILITO Tafia jOlI Hitje OMIa yKMHYTa CMPT, 360T 4e-
ra cy  oHy cumasunm y aj. Xpucroc je CBOjuM CUIaCKOM Y
ajj paspylIMo BAACT CMPTU U CBM OHM, KOjU CYy MMasu
3ajegHuny c Ibum u xoju cy noseposanu fa je OH cunaH u
mohas, 1a je On Criacuters bymu, 6mmu ¢y oco6ohenm.

JemnoM je Xpucroc y mapa6omm roopro o CBOM TpofHe-
BHOM BacKpcemby, OH/la KaJl je pexao: CpylnTe oBaj XpaM u
Ja hy ra 3a Tpy gaHa HOAMTHYTH. Jy/ejLy Cy MUCTUIN Ja TO-
Bopyu 0 COTTOMOHOBOM XpaMy, 3a Koji je 6110 moTpe6Ho Je-
TpHAeceT IIeCT rofuHa fa 6u ra msrpagmwmt. Mehytum, On
rosopaiie o xpamy tena Csojera. Yax cy ¥ leroBy y4eHUIN
0BO pasyMenu Tek nocye Hberosor Backpcema (B. JH. 2, 19-22).

Y mpyrum crmydajeBuma, XpuCTOC je jaCHO TOBOPMO O
CBOM TPOJHEBHOM Backpcemy: M move ux yuntn ma Cun
Yoseunju Tpeba MHOrO fja mocTpaga, un ga he a ogbaunn
CTapelIyHe, ¥ IPBOCBEIITEHNIN, ¥ KIbVDKEBHNIN, U Aa he
Ta youry, u ga he mocne Tpu gana Backpcaytu (Mk. 8, 31).
OBo yueme ce TOMMKO PaIpUIo fa Cy OHM, KOjyu Cy TIpH-
CYCTBOBAJIVM KPCHOj )XpTBM Ha [01r0oTH, ca Xy/1oM roBopuIn:
Tu Koju xpam pasBapyjent u 3a Tpu jaHa carpabyjen, cra-
cu Cam Cebe (M. 27, 40). VcTo Tako, apxujepeju u dapu-
ceju cy sarpaxuu off Ilnata fa 3amevatu rpob, jep cy ce
ceTumu jia je Xpucroc 3a xupota rosopuo: [Tocne Tpu gana
ycrahy (Mr. 27, 63).

Mu xaxeMmo ja je Xpucroc 1mocnae Tpu faHa yCTao U3
rpo6a. HapaBHo, kajia roBOpuMO 0 Backpcemy, Mu He Kaxe-
MO /ia je yMp/Io 60>KaHCTBO (60kaHCKa IPUPOJA), HETO Ja
ce ymia, Koja ce OffBOji/Ia Off TeJla alu ce HUje Ofie/na Off
00XaHCTBa, OIIeT BpaTua y Teno, 1 OH je Ha Taj Ha4YMH Bac-
Kpcao u3 rpoba.

Xpucroc je BacKpcao y jyTapmuM 4acOBMMA HeJebe.
Huje nam nmo3HaTo TauHO BpeMe Backpcema, jep Ia HuKo y
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TOM 4acy HMje BUJIEO, a1 OHO Ce MOTBPAWIO KaJi CY XKeHe-
MMPOHOCHIE JIOLUIe 10 'poba fa 6u XpucToBo Temo moma-
3ane muoMupucuma. Ilpema Tome, Heferba je, Kao IPBU IaH
cefMulie, UCTOBPEMEHO U faH Backpcemwa XpucTOBOTr. AKO
je Xpucroc y cyb6oTy mobemyo BracT CMpTH, OHJAR je Y
HeJle/by CBe YBepMO fia je Backpcao u fia je OH mobegHuk
cmptu 1 haBora.

...Beoma je 3Ha4ajHO fa cy Backpcmor Xpucra Hajope
BIJIeTie YKeHe-MUPOHOCHIIe. ATIOCTONN Cy OMm mpecTpa-
IIeHV OHMM 1LITO ce jorahano u 6unu cy 3aTBOpeHu y rop-
10j cobu (y Jepycammy), IOK Cy >KeHe, ¥ IIpe HeTro IITO ce
CaCBMM Pa3[iaHNTIO, C JbyOaB/by, TOIUIMHOM ¥ OffBaKHOLIhy
ToIIe Ha TPO6 1a MUOMUPHCUMA TIOMaXKy XPICTOBO TeJIO.
Hucy ce ynnammie Hu nmoMp4mHe, H IIyCTOLIM M HEHACTa-
Ib€HOCTH TOT' MeCTa, HY BOjHMKA. To 3HauM fla Cy YOBEKY, Ja
611 ce yIocTojuo ja BUAM BacKpCIor Xpucra, MoTpebHu 1
7by6aB U OfBaXKHOCT.

Backpceme XpucToBo He 611 Tpebano ja MpoCIaB/baMo
Kao HeKM VICTOPUjCKM WM ApYyIITBeHU porabaj, Hero xao
norahaj oHTO/MONIKY, a INTO O3HAaYaBa Ja Tpeba f1a mocTaHe-
Mo npuyacHuIy 6naropary Backpcemwa. Kao mogBiokHmuKa
6op6a, mocT koju TokoM YeTpheceTHUIle MPETXOAM OBOM
IIPa3HMKY MIMa 3a CBOj LMJb LITO IIOTIyHMje y4eurhe y TajHN
Backpcema: ceu Cetn Oun yde fia je 3a JOCTH3ambe OBOT
IM/ba HEONXOHO ouminherse KaKo TeeCHUX, TaKo M JIy-
IIEBHYX YyIIa.

IIn/b 90BEKOBOT AYXOBHOT KMBOTA jecTe fla Ce CjefHMI
ca Backpcrmm XpucTom, fa [a cosepriaBa y fy6uHama cora
cpua. XpmCToc BacKpcaBa y CpLy, YMpTB/baBajyhu oc-
TpairheHe IOMMCIN Koje Ce OBJie Hajlase IOJ, yTUIajeM
haBoma n mo6ehyjyhu crpacue cimke u HacpTaje rpexa, Kao
IITO je HeKaJ| HaJB/Iafjao mevare rpoba (cB. Makcum Vcmo-
BeHUK). [Ipema ToMe, OBJie ce He pajy O HEKOM CIIOJba-
IIbeM, OOMYHOM IPa3HOBakbY, HETO O IPAa3HOBAWBY YHYT-
paumeM 1 oHTONMOMmKOM. Ca TOT CTaHOBMINTA, CB. [puro-
puje borocnos HaMm caBeTyje fa He TpasHyjeMO PasMeT/bUBO
VI CBETOBHO, HETO Ha 60XKaHCKM HAuVH U HAJICBETOBHO.

[TpnyacHoCT TajHu Backpcema mpepcTaBba omuT 000-
xema. OHaj, Koju je mocseheH y HermojmpuBy cumy Backp-
Cema, 3 MCKYCTBA 3Ha C KOjUM je Iju/beM XPUCTOC CTBOPHO
cBeT (cB. Makcum VicnoBepuk). VM 3amcTa, 4oBek je CTBO-
peH 3aTo Aa 6u gocTrrao oboxeme u ga 6u ce cset (,KOC-
MOC“) OCBEIITa0 MOCPeACTBOM YoBeKa. [Ipema ToMe, OHaj
Koj1 je cebe IOCBETIO OBOj HEM3PELMBOj CUIN TajHe Bac-
KpCema, TOCTIDKe 000)Kerbe 1 MCIymhaBa IMb CBOT OCTO-
jama, OH 3ajj00uja HajBehe MO3HaMeE.

V3Bopu 13 mpefaBarmba 06jaB/beHOT Y KIbIU3U
»Ipasuuiy locmopmu, 3. manactupa Pobhema
ITpecsete Boroponnie (Ilenaruja), 1995.
I[IpeBop ca HoBorpukor: AHTOoHNHA [TanTenh
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| For reservations to the Pascha Banquet, please fill in this form and mail it to our Church @ 2148

| Michelson Dr. Irvine, CA 92612 along with your check payable to The Most Holy Theotokos Church.

I No telephone reservation will be accepted!
I I need
I need

Total enclosed $

I need

Name:

tickets for adults at $20.00 each Total $
tickets for juniors (ages 10-15) at $15.00 each Total $

tickets for children (ages 10 and under) no charge

I am unable to come. Enclosed please find my Easter donation. $

Address:

City:

Phone: ( )
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Xpucroc Backpce!

Ipara 6paho u cectpe,

Yckopo hemo ImpocmaBuTH pafloCHO MCYEKMBAHN IIpa3-
Huk CBeror Backpecema XpucToBsor. Llemor )KxuBoTa X1BU-
MO y HEITpeCTaHOM MCYEKMBABY HeYeT JIENOT M PaJjOCHOL.

Backpc je HajpajocHMju OF CBMX flaHAa — JlaH Kajia ce
BEYHI XXMBOT 00jaBMO CBETY, AaH Kaja je cMpT nobehena,
Kaja Cy BpaTa ajicka pasopeHa. Backpceme je Hajsehn
norabaj Harue /pyacke uctopuje. To je maH Koju Hac U3BOAM
U3 CBMX OBO3eMa/bCKVIX Y OBOXMBOTHMX JaHa ¥ HOhu, u
YBOJM HacC Y HEBeYePIbY U HEIIPO/Ia3HY [JaH BEYHOTa
HapcrtBa boxmnjer. ,Ilacxa je IlpasHmk Hap
npasHuiuMa ¥ CBe4aHOCT HaJ, CBEYaHO-
CTUMa, KOj! IIpeBa3NIa3y CBe ApyTe Ipas-
HUKE U CBEYaHOCTM KOJIMKO U CYHIIe
npesasunasn 3sesfe” (Ceern Ipuro-
puje Borocmnos).

Y cBeTnOCTH BacKpecema MU ca-
I7IeflaBaMo CaB CBOj )KMBOT, I PafyjeMo
ce xuBoTy. OBaj naH Backpcema je naH
PagoCTy >KMBOTa, U To BeyHor >xuBo-
Ta. PagocT kojy Ham Backpceme Xpu-
CTOBO JIaje JaHac, IIOTPeOHO je mocBe-
LOYMTY OBOME CBETY I OBOM BpEMEHY,
jep Ty pafocT HaM HUKO APYTH, HUKaJja
U HUTTIe He MOXKe HY JIaTV HU OfY3€TH.

Ynpago je ofcycTBO pamocTu, uiam
OICYCTBO paflocTy KOja }MMa CMMCIa,
OHO WITO My4y 4Yobeka. OfcycTBO pa-
TOCTH [0/Ia3y OTYJa IITO je CMPT IIPUCYTHA y CBETY M IITO
ce CMPT JOKMB/baBa Ka0 KOHAYHY Kpaj. A aKo je CMPT 3auc-
Ta KOHAYHU noral')aj, IIOC/Ie KOTa HEMa HI4Yera, OHJA je XKU-
BOT YOBEKOB BeJIMKA Tparefyja, Koja 3anodnme pohemem,
fa 61 CBaKMM JJaHOM OMO caMo OMVKU CMPTH, CBOME ,KO-
HauyHOM Kpajy“. IIpasHuk Backpcemwa locropmer mokasye
HaM M CBeJOYM fa HUje Tako; M 3aTO MU, obacjaHu
ceTnomhy Backpcema ca amocronom IlaBmom pamocHO
KmmaeMo: ,,[1e T je cMpTy xanai? e Tu je, makse mobepma?
(1.Kop. 15, 55).

Y uMme TOr cMucna U Te PafoCTy, CBEJOYMMO PafoCT
Backpcema cBuM jbyamMa, pajocHo kmmuyhm: Xpucroc
Backpce! Banctuny Backpce!

Bam y Backpcnom Iociogy
O. bnamko ITapakmuc

Christ is Risen!

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Soon we will celebrate the feast we have joyously await-
ed, the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We live in
constant expectation of happiness and joy.

Pascha is the most joyous of all days - the day when the
eternal life manifested itself to the world, when death was
defeated, when the doors to Hades were destroyed. The
resurrection is the greatest event in human history. It is the
day which delivers us out of all the worldly days and nights
of this life, and brings us into the eternal light
of God’s Kingdom. “Pascha is the Feast of
all feasts and Festivity of all festivities,
which surpasses all other feasts and
festivities just as the sun surpasses

the stars” (St. Gregory the Theolo-
gian).

In the light of the Resurrection
we rejoice in life, eternal life. We
witness to the world the joy which
the Resurrection of Christ brings
us. That Joy no one else can ever
give us nor take away from us.

It is exactly the absence of joy,
or rather the absence of meaning-
ful joy, that torments man. The ab-
sence of joy derives from the pres-
ence of death in the world because
people view death as the final end.

If death is truly our final end, after which there is nothing,
then human life is a great tragedy, which begins at birth
and with each day only comes closer to death, an inevitable
and final end. The feast of the Resurrection of Christ is a
testimony that this is not thus; this feast fills us with the
light of the Resurrection, as we exclaim together with the
Apostle Paul: “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades,
where is your victory?” (I Cor. 15:55).

With that understanding, let us bear witness to the joy
of the Resurrection to all people by joyfully singing Christ
is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Yours in the Risen Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis

Church Newsletter « Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church, O. County, CA « April - June 2013 7



Huxkomnam Ioronp

CBeT/i0€ BOCKpeceHne

PYCCKOM deioBeKe eCTb 0CO-

OeHHOe ydJacTye K MPasgHUKY

Csermoro Bockpecenna. O=n
3TO YYBCTBYET >KMBEIL, €C/IN eMY CIIy-
gyrcss OBITh B 4yXoll 3emye. Buas,
KaK IIOBCIOAY B APYIMX CTPaHaX AeHb
3TOT NOYTHM He OT/IMYEH OT JPYIHUX
TIHel — Te JKe BCerNalllHye 3aHATHS, Ta
)Ke BCeIHeBHas >XM3Hb, TO Xe Oyf-
HMYHOe BBIpOKeHbe Ha NNUIAX, OH
YyYBCTBYET IPYCTh U OOpaliaeTcs He-
BONbHO K Poccun. Emy kakercd, 4to
TaM KaK-To /y4Ille TPasgHyeTcs: 9TOT
ieHb, M CaM 4YeJloBeK PaJOCTHel 1
Jydlile, HE)XeNU B JApyTye JHM, U ca-
Mast KM3Hb KaKasA-To Jipyrasd, a He I0-
BCejHeBHas. EMy BApyT mpencTaBut-
Cs1 — 9Ta TOP)KECTBEHHAs MTO/THOYb, ITOT TIOBCEMECTHBII KO-
JIOKOJIbHBIIT 3BOH, KOTOPBIIT KaK BCIO 3€MJTIO CJIVBAET B OffVIH
TYJI, 3TO BOCK/IMIaHbe ,, XPUCTOC BOCKpec!®, KoTopoe 3ame-
HseT B 9TOT JleHb BCe APyrye TPUBETCTBYS, 3TOT MOLEYH,
KOTOPBIII TOJIBKO PasfaeTcs y Hac, — U OH FOTOB MOYTH BOC-
K/IMKHYTb: ,,[0/IbKO B OffHOIT Poccyu mpasgHyeTcs 9TOT [IeHb
TaK, KaK eMy c/efiyet mpasgHoBarbcs! Pasymeercs, Bce 910
MeuTa; OHa JCYe3aeT BAPYT, KaK TONBKO OH IepeHeceTcsl Ha
camoM ferne B Poccuio mwan Aa ke TOMBKO IPUIIOMHUT, YTO
JieHb 9TOT eCTb JIeHb KaKOJ1-TO TIOJIYCOHHOI OeroTHM 1 Cye-
TBI, TYCTBIX BM3WUTOB, YMbIIUIEHHBIX He3aCTaBaHWIl JpYT
Ipyra, HAMECTO PaflOCTHBIX BCTPEY, — €C/Y X U BCTPeY, TO
OCHOBAHHBIX Ha CAMBIX KOPBICTHBIX PAacUeTax; YTO IECTOMIO-
61ie KUIIUT Y HaC B 9TOT JIeHb ellle O0blIle, YeM BO BCe ApY-
Tie, ¥ TOBOPAT He O BOCKpeceHM! XPUCTa, HO O TOM, KOMY
KaKas Harpaja BBUAZIET ¥ KTO 4TO MONTYYMT; 4TO JiaKe caM
HapofI, 0 KOTOPOM HJeT CaBa, OyATO OH OO/Iblie BCeX pajy-
eTCsl, yoKe TIbSHBII TT0TaaeTCs Ha YINIIAX, ef{Ba TOIBKO yCIIe-
J1a KOHYUTHCS TOPKECTBEHHAsI 00€IHS, 1 He YCIIerna elile 3apst
OCBETUTb 3eM/IN. B3oxHeT OeIHbIl PYCCKUIT YeOBEK, eCu
TOJIbKO BCe 9TO HPUIOMHUT cebe U YBUJUT, YTO ITO pasBe
TO/IBKO KapyKaTrypa 1 HOCMesTHbe HaJl IIPa3[iHIKOM, & CAMOTO
HpasfHuKa HeT. [I1g IpogopMbl TONBKO KaKoi-HUOYb Ha-
YaJIbHUK YMOKHET B L[eKy MHBAJIN/A, JKe/as I0Ka3aTh MOf-
YIHEHHBIM YMHOBHMKAM, KaK HY>KHO TI0OUTH CBOero 6para,
fla KaKoJ-HMOYAb OTCTA/BIl NATPUOT, B OCA/ie Ha MOJIO-
JIeKb, KOTOpask OpPaHUT CTApUMHHbIE PYCCKYE HAIIM OObIYal,

yTBepXpasd, YTO Y HAaC HUYErO HeT,
IPOKPUYNT THEBHO; ,, Y HAC BCE €CTh: I
ceMeltHas XM3Hb, U CeMeltHble J0Opo-
JieTenu, ¥ 00bIYal Y Hac COOMI0AI0TCS
CBSTO; 1 JIONT CBOJl UCIIONMHSEM MBI
Tak, Kak Hurge B EBporie; u Hapom MbI
Ha YAMBJIEHbE BCEM .

Her, He B BUJMMBIX 3HAaKax [eJo,
He B TATPUOTHIECKMX BO3ITIACAX U He
B IOLleTye, JAaHHOM MHBAIN/AY, HO B
TOM, YTOOBI B CAMOM Jierie B3I/IIHYTh B
3TOT JIeHb Ha Ye/loBeKa, KaK Ha JIyd-
LIy CBOIO JIParolleHHOCTb, — TaK 00-
HATD 1 TIPYDKATh ero K cebe, Kak Hau-
pOnHeitlIero cBoero Opara, Tak emy
00pajoBaThcs, Kak Obl CBOEMY Hau-
y41IeMy APYTY, ¢ KOTOPBIM HECKOJIb-
KO JIET He BUJA/NCh ¥ KOTOPBII BAPYT HEOKMIAHHO K HaM
npuexai. Emte cubreit! Eme 6ombie! [ToTomy 4To y3bI, HaC
C HUM CBSI3BIBAIOLINE, CU/IbHEN 3eMHOTO KPOBHOTO HAIIIero
POZCTBA, U TIOPOJHI/INCH MBI C HUM TI0 HallleMY IIpeKpacHo-
My He6eCHOMY OTIY, B HECKO/IBKO pa3 HaM O/IypKaiiieMy Ha-
1IIeTO0 3eMHOTO OTI{A, ¥ [eHb 9TOT MBI — B CBO€Il MCTHHHOI
ceMbe, y HEro CaMoro B fioMy. [leHb 3TOT €CTb TOT CBATON
JieHb, B KOTODBIiI IIpa3fHyeT CBATOe, HebecHOe cBoe Opar-
CTBO BCe 4e/I0BEYECTBO JI0 eAMHOTO, He VICK/TIOUMB 13 HETO HIA
OJJHOTO YeJIOBEKa.

OTt4ero ke OFHOMY PYCCKOMY ellje KaXeTcs, YTO Tpasf-
HUK STOT IPa3fHyeTcsA KakK CAefyeT M IpasfgHYeTcsA Tak B
onHoI1 ero seme? Meuta i 310? Ho 3auem >xe 3Ta MeuTa He
IPUXOJUT HY K KOMY IPyrOMY, KpoMe pycckoro? UTo 3HaunT
B CaMOM JieJe, YTO CaMblil IIPa3HIUK JICUes, a BUAMMBIE IIPU-
3HAKM €T0 TaK SCHO HOCATCA IO JIMILY 3eM/IM Halllell: pasfa-
I0TCS CTI0BA: ,, XPYCTOC BOCKpec!® — 1 IoLjenyit, 1 BCAKWIL pas
TaK JKe TOP>KeCTBEHHO BBICTYIIAET CBATAS MOJTHOYb, U TyIIbI
BCE3BOHHBIX KOJIOKOJIOB I'YAAT 10 BCEif 3eMJIe, TOYHO KaK OBl
OyznaT Hac? [Jie HOCATCA Tak OYeBUHO IPU3PAKIY, TaM Hefla-
POM HoCATCS; Ie OyAAT, TaM pasdyasaT. He ymuparor te 06b1-
4au, KOTOPBIM OIpefieNieHO ObITh BEYHBIMIU. YMUPAIOT B OYK-
Be, HO OXXMBAKOT B fiyXe. [loMepKaiT BpeMeHHO, YMUPAIOT B
ITyCTBIX ¥ BHIBETPYBIINXCS TOJIIAX, HO BOCKPECAIOT C HOBOI
CUJIOi B M30paHHBIX, 3aTeM YTOOBI B CHJIbHEIIIEM CBeTe OT
HUX PasiuThCs Mo BceMy Mupy. He ymper us Hameit ctapu-
HBI HY 3€PHO TOTO, YTO €CTb B Hell ICTMHHO PYCCKOTO U 4TO
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OCBSIIIEHO caMyM XpucToM. PasHeceTcst 3BBOHKMMM CTPYHa-
MU TI03TOB, Pa3BO3BECTUTCS OTATOYXAIOUMMIU YCTAMM CBSA-
TUTe/elt, BCIIBIXHET IOMepKHYyBIIee — I pasaHuK CBeT/Ioro
Bockpecenns BocmpasgHyeTCsl Kak CIefyeT Ipexjie Y Hac,
4eM y Apyrux Hapopos! Ha deM >ke OCHOBBIBasiCh, Ha KaKux
JlAHHBIX, 3aK/TIOYEHHDIX B CepALaX HAIMX, OMPAsACh, MOXeM
ckasaTb 910? JIy4iite i MBI APYTUX HapozoB? bvoke mu xm3-
HbIO KO XpUCTY, 4yeM oHM? HMKOro Mbl He jydlle, a XNU3Hb
ellle HEYCTPOEHHeIl 1 OeCIIOpANOYHell BCeX MX. ,XyXKe MbI
BCeX IPOYMX " — BOT YTO MBI TO/DKHBI BCET/[a TOBOPUTD O Ce-
6e. Ho ecTp B HaImeit Ipupojie T, 9TO HaM MPOPOUNT ITO.
Y>ke caMoe HeYCTpOJICTBO Hallle HaM 9TO IPOPOYNT. MBI elrje
PaCTOIUIEHHBIIT MeTa/lL, He OT/IMBIINIICS B CBOIO HAIMOHAIb-
Hyl0 (opMy; ellle HaM BO3MO)XHO BBIOPOCHTD, OTTONKHYTD
OT ce0st HaM HeIPUINYHOE U BHECTH B Ce0sI BCe, UTO yoKe He-

NMBIINMCS B Hell. YTo eCTb MHOTO B KOPEHHOI1 IIpUpOJie Ha-
LI€e1, HAMM 1103a0BITOI, O/IM3KOTO 3aKOHY XpuCTa, — JOKa3a-
Te/IbCTBO TOMY YoKe TO, 4TO 6e3 Meya Ipuiien K HaM XpycToc,
U TIpUTOTOB/IEHHAsA 3eM/I cepfiel] HallMX IpuU3blBala caMa
c0060i1 ero CII0BO, YTO eCTh YoKe Havyama OparcTsa XpucTosa B
CaMOIl1 Halllell CTaBAHCKOM IIPUPOJE. ..

n TBEpAO rOBOPUT MHE 3TO AylIa MOA, I 3TO HE MbICIIb,
BbIJyMaHHaA B T'O/IOBE. Takue MbICIN He BbIJYMbIBAIOTCA.
Buymenbem boxpyM MOpOXAAIOTCA OHM pasoM B CepALiax
MHOT'MX )'IIOlIef;I, ApYyr Jpyra He BUTaBIINX, )KMBYIIMX Ha pa3-
HBIX KOHIIAX 3eM/IN, ¥ B OffHO BpeMs, Kak Obl M3 OIHMX YCT,
U3IJIAlIAoTCA. JHAIO S TBEPJio, YTO He OfMH 4yenoBeK B Poc-
CHM, XOTA £ €ro U HE 3HAal0, TBEPJIO BEPUT TOMY M1 TOBOPUT: ,,Y
Hac IpeXJie, YeM BO BCAKON JAPYroil 3emie, BOCIIPa3fHyeTCs
Cssroe Bockpecenne Xpucroso!“

BO3MOXXHO IPYTMM HapofiaM, HOTy4uBIINM GOpMY U 3aKa-

CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP

July 13th through July 31st 2013

Summer camp is a unique opportunity for our children to learn about our Orthodox faith and culture as well as to meet
other children from within our diocese. Every summer our Diocese organizes summer camp at St. Sava Camp in Jackson
where many children from parishes within our diocese attend.

o New this year, the individual registration form will be filled out exclusively online. You will still have to print
and mail your Health, Insurance, Consent and Policy forms by mail. Also new this year, all forms are to be sent to
Jackson at P. O. Box 965, Jackson, CA 95642. Go to www.CampStSava.org to begin the registration process. Adult
volunteers are needed to work in the kitchen, or as counselors, etc.

FOOD COLLECTION PROJECT FOR HOMELESS AT OUR PARISH

Our Parish has sponsored an independent homeless project every Sunday. We collect any food, fresh or canned, which
we ask you place on the table located next to the playroom. We gather all your donations along with the left-overs from
our parish meals and the change from the collection box on the same table, and donate it all to the Salvation Army Shelter
located in our neighborhood. We urge you to leave food each week on that table. If you would like to help deliver it to the
shelter, please tell Fr. Blasko, or Sanja Rakonjac. It is such a great help. Big thank-you’s to volunteers for delivering our

donations. Check your fridge and cupboards before coming to Church on Sundays and bring whatever you can donate.

HELP YOUR PARISH THROUGH CAR DONATION

You can now help the parish by making a tax-exempt donation of a car, truck, RV, or boat. All DMV details will be
handled for you, and your vehicle will be towed for free. The church will receive funds equaling the full value of the
vehicle. Please call with any questions. Also, if you have any ideas or suggestions for fundraising activities to benefit our
parish, please pass them along to the Church Board or Fr. Blasko.

ENDOWMENT FUND

Another way to help our parish is to establish an endowment fund in memory of deceased members of your family.
While the principal will always stay in tact, the income from the fund is used for various church needs and programs, as
the donor may designate. The main thing is that the parish will pray regularly for the donor and his/her family members.
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STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

“Abide in Me” Stewardship Update:

How do we abide in Jesus? We abide in Him when we follow His example and love, serve, and support the
Church in His Body. When we abide in Jesus, we express this through generosity and devotion in our stew-
ardship and acts of personal generosity. Bearing fruit in the world is the visible result of our abiding in Christ.

You are invited to to fill out and to submit your 2013 Stewardship Commitment Card indicating the time,
talent, and treasure that you will offer this year as a branch of the True Vine, the Body of Christ on earth.

Currently, we are in the process of ensuring that all parishioners receive their 2013 Stewardship Commit-
ment Card via our Web site.

I humbly urge you to become a steward and demonstrate your commitment by pledging the specif-
ic amount you are willing to donate on a regular basis. A stewardship form is attached to this letter. If you
prefer, you can go to our website and complete the form online, www.mostholytheotokos.com

It is imperative for the parish to have a fully defined, consistent income in order to complete the business
transactions that will allow us to realize our goals.

You are, of course, welcome to call me if you have any questions, 949 830-5480
In Christ,

Father Blasko Paraklis

2013 Stewardship Pledge Form

This commitment
I make to secure a

Christ-centered life NAME

for myself and my ADDRESS
family... to return to

God the first fruits CITY

from the gifts He has

bestowed upon me... TELEPHONE

to assist Lord in the
mission of spreading
His Gospel...

<to anchor my TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2013: $
personal commitment
in Christ, and to do my
share in serving His

I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full

eople.
peop SIGNED DATE
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly
at 10:00 am every Sunday and on
major Feast days at our Parish Center
at Irvine Corporate Park, 2148
Michelson Drive, Irvine.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
11:30 am: Sunday School
12:00 pm: Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm and
on the eve of major Feast days at 7:00
pm.

Akathist Service to the Mother of
God is served on Fridays at 7:00 pm

JIUTYPTUJA
ITPELEOCBEREHMX JAPOBA
PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE
LITURGY

During Great Lent, Presanctified
Divine Liturgy is served each
Wednesday at 5:00 am, and each
Friday at 10:00 am.

April 7" BTATOBECTU

THE ANNOUNCIATION:

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at
10:00 am.

April 27" - LAZARUS SATURDAY:
Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am: The gospel
clearly relates how six days before
Christ's own death, He raised his
friend Lazarus from the dead (John
11:42). We see the humanity and
divinity of Christ combined as well as
the foreshadowing of his own death.

April 27" - LAZARUS SATURDAY
VESPERS - VRBICA at 5:00 pm:

I ask all of the parents to bring
children. PLEASE ARRIVE NO
LATER THAN 4:45 pm to receive
vrbica/palms and zvoncice on this
great Feast of Christ’s entry into the
city of Jerusalem.
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THE SERVICES OF HOLY WEEK
Since the early days of the Church,
there has been a cycle of services
celebrated during Holy Week and
Pascha.

Evidence of this goes all the way back
to Egeria, a female from the West who
experienced Orthodox Holy Week
and Pascha in 383 AD in Jerusalem.
She stated that the tradition was
already long established.

These exact same services are still
conducted today by the Orthodox
Church. Here is a brief outline of the
services of Holy Week. Many of the
services are anticipated or served the
day before.

April 28" - IIBETU

ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD
INTO JERUSALEM:

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am: This
liturgy heralds the end of the Great
Fast and the beginning of Holy
Week as Christ triumphantly enters
into Jerusalem. The tradition, as the
tropar states and the icon shows,

is for a procession of palms led by
the children. So begins our journey
into Holy Week. During Holy Week,
we fast from meat, poultry, dairy
products, eggs, fish, wine and oil.

April 28" - Bridegroom Matins at
1:00 pm: Known in the Church as
The End, the imagery here is about
the Last Judgment. It relates the deep
anguish of Christ as He prepares for
His Passion. The services tell us to
be ever vigilant for we do not know
when God will come. These services
are a triumph of the eschatological
(last days) imagery in the Church.

April 29" - Benuku nmoHeme/pax
Great and Holy Monday
Presanctified Liturgy at 5:00 am:

The readings from Exodus during
these services tell of the Passover
which precedes the Passover (Pascha)
of Christ.

April 29" - Bridegroom Matins at
7:00 pm.

April 30™ - Benuku Yropak
Great and Holy Tuesday
Presanctified Liturgy at 5:00 am

April 30" - Bridegroom Matins at
7:00 pm

May 1* - Benuka Cpena
Great and Holy Wednesday
Presanctified Liturgy at 10:00 am

May 1* - Benuka Cpepma

Great and Holy Wednesday Holy
Unction at 7 pm, at St. Steven
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral at 1621
West Garvey Ave., in Alhambra.

For Holy Unction there should be
more priests serving, therefore, all of
us Serbian priests gather together at
the Cathedral to perform this Holy
Sacrament for all the Faithful. This
service relates to the event when the
harlot anoints Christ and is forgiven.
On this day we customarily anoint
the people with Holy Oil as a sign of
healing and remission of sins.

May 2™ - Bennku YerBpTak

Great and Holy Thursday:

Holy Vesperal Liturgy of Holy
Thursday at 10:00 am: This solemn
Liturgy commemorates the First
Eucharist also known as Red
Thursday. The darkness of the week
is broken slightly because of the
importance of the Eucharistic event.
Traditionally the priest prepares the
reserve sacrament of the year. The
passion of Christ is now close.
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May 2" - Benuku YeTBpTaKk
Great and Holy Thursday

Matins of Holy Friday Thursday
evening at 7:00 pm. The service,
commonly known as ,,The Twelve
Gospels“as the Church, remembers
the betrayal and crucifixion of
Christ by reading the twelve Gospel
accounts. A climatic point of Holy
Week emphasizing the reality of
actions.

Christ.

May 3" - Benuku Iletak

Great and Holy Friday

Royal Hours at 10:00 am: Known
as Royal because there is a Gospel
reading and the Emperor would
attend this service. It recounts the
entire Gospel and Passion of Jesus

May 3" - Benuku Iletak

Great and Holy Friday

Vespers at 4:00 pm: Remembering the
crucifixion and death of Christ. There
is a solemn procession as the burial
shroud (plashtanica) is brought out to
the people. Christ is laid in the tomb
and our vigil of the Resurrection
begins.

SCHEDULES OF EVENTS (continued)

May 3" - Benuku Iletax - Great and Holy Friday

Matins of Holy Saturday on Friday evening at 7:00 pm:

Known as the Praises of the Lamentations, the service
begins the Sabbath as Christ lays in rest in the tomb.
Often seen as a funeral service for Christ, in fact it is

a commemoration of the law and love of God towards
His people.

May 4" - Bennka Cy6ota - Great and Holy Saturday
Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Saturday at 10:00 am: The
death of Christ is linked with the creative acts of God.
It is here that Christ descends into Hell and breaks the
doors. The service inaugurates the paschal celebration
as the service is bright and uplifting. The tomb is
revealed as a place of life.

May 4" - Benuka Cy6ota BackpcHo jyrpeme - Great
and Holy Saturday: The Services of the Great and
Holy Pascha Saturday evening starting at 11:45 pm:
The Joy of Joys, Holiday of Holidays, celebrating
Christ’s Resurrection. The service begins with nocturn
anticipating the Resurrection. The procession follows

at midnight announcing the Resurrection to the world.

We then celebrate the Paschal matins. Baskets will be
blessed after Ruserrecional Matins on Pascha night
and again following Divine Liturgy on Sunday.
May 5" - ,BACKPCEIE XPVICTOBO“ - PASCHA
CELEBRATION, Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am at
Parish Center, 2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine. This is
the Great and Joyous Liturgy celebrating the Pascha
of our Lord.The Parish celebrates the Resurrection
with a feast and events for the children and adults.
Banquet will be held after the Divine Liturgy. See the
detailed information later in this Newsletter. Musical
entertainment will be provided by Serbian music.

May 6" - BypheBman - St. George the Victorious
Great Martyr - Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 7* Backpumsu yropak - Divine Liturgy at
Sretewe Monastery in Escondido @ 10 am.

May 12* - Cs. Bacunuje Octpouiku - St. Basil of
Ostrog Wonderworker Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.
May 22 - Transfer of the Relics of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

May 24" - Cs. Kupuno n Meropuje - Sts. Cyril and
Methodius: Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

June 3" - Holy Constantine and Helen - Divine
Liturgy (See the monthly Calendar on the Web site)
June 13" - Basneceme [ocmogme - SPASOVDAN
ASCENSION of our Lord Jesus Christ Divine Liturgy
at 10:00 am.

June 22" - 3agymnune - Memorial Divine Liturgy
at 10:00 am: Please bring the names of your deceased
members of the Family.

June 23" - Cunasak Cs. [lyxa Ha Anocrorne

- CBETA TPOJUIIA - [YXOBM - Pentecost Sunday
HOLY TRINITY DAY - PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

June 24" - [TyxoBcku nonexemak - Pentecost Monday
Divine Liturgy at 5:00 am.

June 28" - Cs. Benukomyuenuxk J/Iazap u Cs.
Mynenunu Cpncku - BugosgaHs - St. Lazarus The
Divine Liturgy — See the monthly Calendar on the
Web site!

THE APOSTLES FAST Just a reminder that the fast
leading up to the Feast of Apostles Peter and Paul
begins July 1st. It, of course, ends on the Feast Day of
Sts. Peter and Paul, July 12
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Our Sunday School activities

n 2012/13 School Year, Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Church has offered a variety of classes for our children
Ito use their time constructively in group settings, after the Divine Liturgy on Sundays, while leaving them equally

important time for socializing. The religion classes are offered in two age-groups, the dividing age being grade 6.
The younger class is lead by our talented and passionate defender of Orthodoxy — Maria Romashouk. The older group
is starting an experimental on-line class with their much-loved teacher Gabriela Simic. Russian Class is taught by our
dedicated and humble teacher Lana Janew. Our deservedly-popular and determined Mirjana Krezovic and our feather-
gentle Duska Cumbo teach Serbian Language. Classes in development have been: two teen social-skills classes offered by
Sandra Zlatic for girls and David Williams for boys, a play-class for younger children by Stefani Rose, and a solfege class
by Sanja Malish (on Saturdays). There is an evident rise in motivation by parents who showed it by great participation at
the parent meeting and volunteering for most needed activities. We thank all the volunteers, and especially Matushka,
Father, Sanjin, Ivette, Vesna, Vera and Tanja.
Eagerly awaiting our Most Holy Pascha, and our end-of-school-year reward activities, with gratitude, and asking for your
forgiveness for all the emails and nagging,

If there was one event this year that stood out by faith, professionalism, working in unity, and great entertainment, it was
the play directed by Sanjin Malesevic for Sveti Sava. Sanjin did not get discouraged when he received a long and complex,
though very beautiful, text by our dear Father Mateja Matejic, and was given a month and a half to prepare it with children
speaking three different languages, and having the age-span of birth to college. He did not waver in his intention to
make this work, and spent much time, with his wife Duska by his side, adapting the difficulty of the piece to each actor’s
individual ability, as well as employing language transitions in the text (Warning: Don't try this at home unless you suffer
from insomnia). After much practice, mostly at the house of our Vuk and Nikola, as well as fitting costumes and even
making original masks, the play premiered in our humble church and became an instant hit. Our heartfelt thank you’s

Sanjin for such a proper and selfless donation to our parish.

Sanja Malis Rakonjac
Sunday School Director
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2148 Michelson Drive
Irvine, California 92612

Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church

j JOVANA JERINIC & 1

Certified Public Accountant

Tel: 949.415.5415

jovana@jj-cpa.com
www. jj-cpa.com

Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
following services to small businesses and individua

TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS
ACCOUNTING PAYROLL

BOOKKEEPING BUSINESS CONSULTING

STANCOM
CONSTRUCTION
General Construction Contructor

Stanisa Stan Covic
Phone 714-812-2633

www.stancomconstruction.com

ValueAir.com

We are your resource for competitive airfares &
convenient routings to ALL former ex-YU destinations
and beyond...

To plan your next trip, contact us at:

Email:info@valueair.com
(866) YU-GO-AIR (866) 984-6247

DIRECTIONS.. .10 the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park
2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine
Between MacArthur & Von Karman

Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto
MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.

From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn
right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
left side of street.




