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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
“I Will Not Leave You Alone”

r I Yhe Orthodox Church has often
been referred to as the “Paschal
Church” This compliment,

which refers to our deep and abid-

ing understanding and reliance
upon the resurrection of the Lord
in our worship, while true, hardly
sums up the “paschal existence” of
the Church. No matter how much
we would like to stress Pascha, it
only receives its fullness and depth
of meaning when we also under-
stand and connect the Ascension of
the Lord and His sending of the

Holy Spirit to the Apostles (Pen-

tecost) with the paschal celebra-

tion. The Resurrection must be fol-
lowed by the Ascension and Pente-
cost.

The Great and Holy Feast of the Ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ commemorates the ascent of the resurrected
Christ into heaven forty days after the Resurrection. His
ascension took place after forty days to show that the time
for His sojourning among His disciples was complete and
full. The number forty has many instances of use in the
Scriptures and has come to mean “completeness” in the
sense that even if the exact time were not forty days (i.e.,
like the churching of a new mother in contemporary prac-
tice), the number is used to show us that the time is com-
plete and the action which follows (like the ascension or
even the churching of a mother) fulfills and completes the

time of preparation. Forty days be-
comes very important for our under-
standing of the ascension, then, to
assure us that Christ’s earthly mis-
sion was indeed completed and
His ascension to the Father was
the fulfillment of that mission.

Beyond that, however, what
does the Ascension of Christ have
to do with us? We would answer
that by saying that although His
earthly mission was completed,
His divine mission in accomplish-
ing our salvation was not. He goes
to the Father to resume His place
in the Council of the Trinity and to
do two more things for His cre-
ation. First, the verses of the feast
make it quite clear that the Holy
Spirit is to be sent to the faithful and that Christ is the One
to send the Comforter:

The Lord ascended to heaven to send the Comforter
into the world! The heavens prepared His throne, the
clouds His royal mount! The angels were amazed, seeing a
Man exalted! The Father awaits His co-everlasting Son,
the Holy Spirit commands the angels! Lift up your heads,
O you gates! Clap your hands all you nations, for Christ
has ascended to where He was before! (Lord I Call, Feast
of Ascension)

The Comforter must be sent to give the Breath of Life
to the Body (the Church) which Christ left on earth in



place of His physical body, which has ascended to heaven.
He never would simply leave the disciples (or us!) alone:

“I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you. Yet a
little while, and the world will see me no more, but you
will see me; because I live, you will live also... it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Coun-
selor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to
you.” (John 14:18-19; 16:7)

Secondly, the mission of Christ was precisely to return
us to the Father. When man sinned, death and corruption
entered the world and disconnected us from the Father.
Christ took upon Himself all of fallen humanity when He
came to redeem man. By assuming ALL of humanity, even
unto death, Christ restores fallen mankind to communion
with God - which was the original creation of God anyway
(paradise) — and completed that action by taking our
humanity, now re-created in the risen Christ, back to the
Kingdom (our true home) and the right hand of the Fa-
ther. The first Adam has been restored by the second
Adam.

God has gone up with a shout! The Lord with the
sound of a trumpet, in order to raise the fallen image of
Adam, and to send the comforting Spirit who will sanctity
our souls! (Lord I Call, Feast of Ascension)

The ascent of Christ into heaven is our assurance that
He will send the Holy Spirit to us, to enlighten us, guide
us, and lead us to the Kingdom of God, where Christ has
gone to “prepare a place for us.”

The descent of the Holy Spirit is known to the Church
as the feast of Pentecost. Pentecost was an ancient Jewish
feast which celebrated the giving of the Ten Command-
ments to Moses by God. The reception of the Law was a
great moment in the salvation history of Israel, but even
the Law was to be fulfilled by the Messiah Who was to
come. The feast of Pentecost after the resurrection of
Christ is transformed from the feast of the reception of the
Old Testamental Law to the feast of the New Law in Christ
- the life of grace in which the Holy Spirit gives breath to
our new life in Christ. All has now been revealed and the
only task left to Christians is to learn and live the revela-
tion through the gift of the Holy Spirit.

We have seen the true Light! We have received the
heavenly Spirit! We have found the true Faith, worship-
ping the undivided Trinity, who has saved us! (Verse from
the Aposticha, Feast of Pentecost. This is also sung following
Holy Communion at every Divine Liturgy between Pente-
cost and the next celebration of Pascha.)

The feast of Pentecost is also known as “Trinity Sun-
day” The Trinity is manifested throughout the Scriptures
and in many of the feasts of the Orthodox Church, but

Pentecost is the feast of the Trinity “par excellence” The
full revelation of the Holy Trinity occurs with the descent
of the Holy Spirit upon the People of God.

Come, O people, let us worship the Godhead in three
Persons: the Son in the Father, with the Holy Spirit. The
Father timelessly begets His co-reigning and co-eternal
Son; the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and is glori-
fied in the Son; one Power, one Essence, one Godhead! Let
us all worship Him, professing our faith: Holy God, who
made all things through the Son, with the Holy Spirit’s co-
operation. Holy Mighty, through Whom we know the Fa-
ther, through Whom the Holy Spirit came into the world.

Holy Immortal, the Spirit and Comforter, proceeding
from the Father and resting in the Son. O Holy Trinity,
glory to You! (Lord I Call, Feast of Pentecost)

The confusion of tongues that occurred at Babel (Gen-
esis 11:1-9), the result of pride and the fall of man, is over-
come on Pentecost. The Holy Spirit descends as tongues of
fire on the Apostles and the Theotokos, and they began
speaking in different tongues, and those who heard them
each heard their the words in their own native language,
and speech becomes a sign of the Holy Spirit made mani-
fest in man. Because of sin, words became the source and
sign of confusion and separation between God and man
and between different peoples. With the descent of the
Holy Spirit, words (by the Word) become the source and
sign of the triumph of Christ over sin. The Word is the
source of communion and the Holy Spirit enlightens the
faithful to knowledge of God.

The arrogance of those building Babel’s tower caused
men’s languages to be confused in days of old, but now the
tongues are gloriously enlightened by the knowledge of
God. There God punished infidels for their sin, but here
Christ enlightens fishermen with His Spirit. There the
confusion of languages was done in vengeance; here they
are joined in unison for the salvation of our souls! (Apos-
ticha Verse, Feast of Pentecost)

Pascha. Ascension. Pentecost. The events of all three
are essential for our salvation. All three reveal the victory
of Christ in His Incarnation. But all three are inseparable.
It is impossible to imagine the resurrection of Christ with-
out His returning to the Father, and it is impossible to
imagine Christ returning to His Father while leaving the
faithful without the Holy Spirit. It is essential for the faith-
ful of the Orthodox Church to be a “Paschal Church,” but
to remember that a “paschal” Church does not forget faith
in the ascension of Christ and the descent of the Holy
Spirit. Rather, it includes and depends on that faith.

(By Archpriest John J. Dresko)
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CBETHN JOBAH 3/IATOYCTU

BECEI A

O BACKpCemYy MPTBUX

0 caji CMO BaM TOBOPHU-

M O JOrMaTHMa Bepe

U O 9acCTU jeMHOPO[I-

or CuHa boxujer, jep xTeno-
CMO 3aTBOPUTM YCTa OHMMA,
KOjUI IbETOBO [OCTOjaHCTBO
nopudy un ox Oua ra orybyjy,
a [aHac HaMepaBaM fa Ha
IPaKTUYHO 1oJbe npehem u o
JaCHOCTM JKMBOTA IIOYKY W3-
HeceM. AlM U OBa IIOYKa, V3
CBe TO MOXe Ce VI IOTMaTCKOM
cMaTpaTy, jep MUCIUM Jia ce
IIOBECTM O BACKPCEHY MPTBUX
MaTuM, a 0BO IuTO hy mpeycra-
BUTU HaM3IJIE]| je pasInduTo,
jep Hac Ioyka O BacKpcemy
MPTBUX Yje[HO M y KUBOTY |
IOIIpaB/ba M >KMBOT HAII YII-
paB/ba M IpoMmucao boxuju
OfI CBAaKOI OCIlOpaBama Opa-
HI. Jep Kao WITO HeBepje y
BaCKpCemhe MPTBUX KMBOT
YOBEKOB Yy Hepes, J[OBOAN,
MHOTrO My Hecpehe mpuunma-
Ba, IIa ¥ OHO IITO 6U Tpebano
Za je rope, forne obphe, Tako HaM 1 Bepa y BacKpceme
CTajIHe JoKase 0 BoxmjeM NMpOMUCIY M3HOCHU, IIOACTH-
uyyhu Hac ga gob6popere/bHN OyeMO U Off rpexa ce KO-
HMMO KaKo 611 MupHo u cpehno noxusenu. ITomrro, ko ce
He Hafia 1a he BacKpcHYTH U 3a IIOUNIbEHE OBJle TPEX0OBe
jeHOM OfirOBapaTi, HO MMUCIM fIa C€ OBUM XXMBOTOM U
eno Hame 6uhe HecTaje M Ja M3a OBOT )KMBOTA HUIITA
nabe HeMa u Hehe 6uTy, Taj Hehe MHOTO 0 OOpUM HemN-
Ma MUCTIATY, @ KaKO 01 ¥ MUC/IMO KaJj 3a TaKaB TPYJ, CBOj
HMKAKBY Harpajiy He o4eKyje, a ICTO TaKo ce Hehe H1 1mo-
pOKa KIOHUTK Kaj ce He 6oju ma he Myke KakBe 3a 371a
CBOja fiefla TpIIeTH, HO cpjbahe y pa3He Oe3aKoHe ITOXOTe
U 'y CBaKoj ce BpcTyu rpexa Hahu; nox he ce onaj, koju je y
OIIIITe BaCKPCeHhe MPTBUX YBEPEH, I1a ¥ OHAj CTPOTY UC-
IIIT Y HETIPOMEVBH CYJ IIPef] OYMMa Ma, Ha CBaKy Ha-
YYH TPYAUTH [a LEIOMYApeH, KPOTaK U KobpofeTebaH

Oyme, ma uyBajyhm ce op
Hey3Ip>K/bUBOCTY, HATJIOCTH
M CBAaKOT JPYTor MOpOKa 3a-
tBapahe ycra OHUMa, KOju
boxuju mpommcao omopuday
U OTIOBPIaBajy.

U saucta, gox he oHaj,
IITO Y BACKPCEHe CyMIba YKa-
3yjyhnu Ha TO fa cy /pynu Koju
cy mobpopere/bHY, [OOPOHa-
MepHM ¥ IEIOMYAPEHO U
IpaBeHO >KUBE CHPOTUIHOM
IOPUTUCHYTHU, KJIeBeTaMa U
yBpefamMa obacyTu, a 4ecTo
HeMajyhu Hy>KHO IpenuTame
M [yrOTpajHUM 60/IecTuMa u
XKECTOKMM 06O0JI0BMMaA M3JI0-
KEeHM ma cy 6e3 MKakBe 3a-
IITUTE, Te Cy Ha CBAKM HAYMH
y HeMMAIITVHY, JOK Halpo-
TVB JbYAM Yapaoly, HOTaHU U
CBUM 0e3aKkomlMa OffaHU Y
60raTcTBY OOWMIN)Y, pacKoLI-
HO JKMBE, CBeT/Ie XaJblHe
HOCe, Be/IMKO MHOIITBO CITyTy
3a cOOOM BYKY, C/1aBe Ce, 4i-
HOBe J00Mjajy 1 KOJ IJapa BEIUKM YTHIIAj MMajy: CACBYM
he hyrarm n Hmmra Hehe mpoTMBpeunTN OHMMA KOjU
npomucao boxuju nopudy m rosope: ,Kakas M je TO
IPOMIICA0, TaKaB /M CY[ IpaBefHM, YeCTUTHU U Ba/baH y
Hecpehu, a Hey3gpXU/pMB U pa3BparaH y cpehu; 1 oBaj je
Off CBMX XBa/b€H 4 OHAj Y CUPOTUIM U Oefy cTeme"; oK
he, Bermm, OHaj KOju y BacKpceme He Bepyje To caymrjyhn
hyraru n 6am Hunra nporus tora Hehe roBopuTH, OHaj
he ce mro o Backpcemwy yme pacyhuary, mako npoTus
TAaKBOT Xy/beka MOoAMhM U HACPT/BUBLMMA OIIYYHO pe-
hu: ,,IIpecTanuTe By jesuunma BalmM KaeBeTaTH casfia-
Te/ba bora, jep Halla flella He yTUYy CaMO Ha Caflallliby
XMBOT, jep IPyTOM, HEYIOPEeINBO Ty>KeM XMBOTY IPeiyi-
MO 1 TaMo he OHM KOjit OBJie Y OCKYAMIIN, a/Ii IIPaBeIHO
HOXVBelle, IVTaTy 3a CBe MaTe HPYMUTH, Kao IITo he
OHJ KOjU OBJie TPElHO JKMBeIle 3a CBOje 6€3aKOHO I He-
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IPUCTOJHO CIIACTO/BYO/be MYKY IIOZHETH . Jep Kaj 0 Ipo-
mrcny boxujem pacybyjemo, He cMeMoO TO TI0 OHOME IITO
je caja, HO M MO OHOMe IITO y O6ymyhHOCTM CKpPMBEHO
JI&XU, YNHATH.

WM saucra. [lanamme je BpeMe BpeMe TPYAQ, paja U
6op6e, 6ynyhe je, Hantate, BeHana u 9acTu. V kxao mro je
Ooparl fy>KaH Jja ce ca 3HOjeM, IIPALIIHOM, BEMKOM >Ke-
roM, TPyZOM M ynopHourhy Ha MecTy 6uTke 60pu; Tako
Tpeba fa ¥ IpaBefHN MHOTO IIPETPIIN U CBE TO BEIMKO-
AYIIHO HOJHeCe, aKo Xe/IM Jja TaMO CBeT/e BeHIle Ipy-
mobuje. A To mro cpeha HeBa/baIVX JbYAY, TIOHEKAT 00e-
CIIOKOjaBa, TaKBY Tpebha 0BO Jja y3My y 0631p, [ja Kao IITO
ce pa3bOjHMIY U I/bAYKAIIY TPOOHNIIA U YOBEKOYOMIle 1
rycapy Ha MOpPY caMo JioT/Ie cnafoctpamhy Hacnabyjy, 3a
cBojy cpehy Tybe Hecpehe kopucre, HenpaBegHUM Oorar-
CTBOM BJIafIajy, ¥ CBaKM JIaH y IMjaHYeY IIPOBOJE, JOK
IOJ] CYICKY MICTPATy He IIOTIIa/{HY, a TIOLITO Ipef, CYx CTa-
HYy 3a CBe Cce TO Kas3He, Tako he um oHM Koju OnymHuMIE
KYIIyjy, PacKOII Ha CTOJIOBMMA IIOAP>KaBajy, 00pBe y BUC

JIVDKY, Ha TPTOBMINTY OCTaJle pa3roHe ¥ CUPOTe IIPOToHe,
Kay jequHoponuu Cun boxuju ca anbennma cBojum gobe
U Ha IIPeCTO OHaj, IOLITO CBe /by/e Ipey cebe MOCTaBy,
cefiHe, To 1 6e3 CBaKOT BeIMKOJIENNja U3BefeHN OUTH,
[1a HMKAKBOT 3aLITUTHMKA U 3aCTyNMHNUKA HeMajyhu, 6e3
uKakBe he mTebe y OrmbeHy peKy Hocaanu 6uru. 3aro,
HeMOj HU TM Ha oBe cpeliHe IO BHUXOBOj CafallIKOj Ha-
CTaiy TIeflaTy, HO 3aIUIauy pajy MyKe Koja MX 4eKa,
HUTH NIaK NTpaBefHMKa HecpehHMM HeMoj cMaTpatu 360r
IeTOBUX CAJAllbMX OCYAMIA, HO O/1arocuspaj ra paan
6ynyhux 6ara, ma IOIITO MOYKY HAIly O BacKpcewy Y
CpLy CBOMe YKOpeHMo Oyfell, IOCTapaj ce, ja ako Cu
nobpogeTe/baH a y UCKYLIeha 3alajHell, Ja UCKYCHUjU
oryp nzabem u Behy Hapiy mpu6asmuii, a ako ci 3710TBOP
fia ce 6e3aKkoma OCTOOOANII U [1a ce CTpaxoM of 6yayhe
KasHe JCIpaBuIL A 3aT0 HaM U [1aBjie 4ecTO 0 BacKpcemy
rOBOPY K0 IITO CTE I'a €TO M JAHAC MOIJIM YYTH: ,3HAMO
- Ka)ke — aKo ce Hallla 3eMajbcKa Kyha, TjeecHu marop,
paspyuy, nmamo 3pame o bora, kyhy HepykoTBOpeny,
BjeuHy Ha Hebecuma“ (2. Kop. 5, 1). Vinu, fa kaxkemo joru
U BUIIE U Jla pa3yMeMO 3allTO ce OH y pacyhuBame o
BAaCKpCemYy yIyIITao. Jep HMje OH MPOCTO U CIY4ajHO O
TOME 4YeCTO IOy4YaBao; HO 3aTO LITO je >KeJleo fIa Hac O
OHOMe LITO HAc Yeka y 6ynyhHocty, o6aBecty 'y 6opbu
3a 671ar04acT yTBpAN.

Capa, mo muroctu boxujoj, cBu cMo My y MUpY, jep u
11apeBy 6/1ar09acHO XXVBE U BeJIMOXKe CY UCTUHUTOT Bora
HIO3HA/IV ¥ HAPOJM ¥ TPAIOBH 14 U HE3HAOOIIIN K/Tambajy
ce XpHCTy HOWITO ce IpeBape ocaobonuire. Al OHAA,
IpY [IOYETKY IIPOIIOBENY, KaJj Cé CeMeHa 0/1ar04ecTy TeK
cejaxy, BeJIMKM Ce paT Ha pasHe HauMHe U CBAKOjaKUM
CpencTBMMa Boballle IOWITO Cy ILjapeBM M KHE30BU M1
nomahu ¥ CpopHUIIN U jeTHOM pedjy CBY BepHe Hamaja-
N Te Cce YMHWIIO JIa je U caMa IIPUPOJiA Y 3aBepy IIPOTUB
BepHUX OWIa. Jep 4ecTo je 1 ortar cuHa, Matu Khep u ro-
CIIOfiap CIyTY CBOT M3fiaBao. V He caMo IpajioBu U cera,
HO JIOMOBM jefjaH IIPOTUB APYIMX Oexy, Te HacTajalle CBe
pyhu Hemup, ;pyhu HoO 1 OHaj, TO yenen MebhycobHe mo-
OyHe 61Ba, OIITO U MIMamwa OTMMaHa 6exy, cmobopa ca-
BeCTH ycKpahmBaHa 1 CMpTOHOCHe 6efie IpeTelle ca CBUX
CTpaHa BapBapCKOT WIN pa30OjHIYKOT Hamaja, HO U Of
OHIUIX, KOjY Ce 3a 3aCTYIIHUKe U B/Iafjaolie Hapoja cMaTpa-
Xy a ca HOTYMbeHNMA Fope Hero CBY BapBapy MOCTYIIa-
xy. Kao mro je u IIaBie mocBenouno Kap je pexao: ,,Iof-
HMjecTe MHOTe IIOfIBUTe CTpajiama, VIsnmoxxeHnu, c jenHe
CTpaHe, IIOpyraMa U HeBO/baMa, a Ca JIpyre, MOCTABIIN
cacTpajaJHUIY OHMMA KOjU TO MCTO JOXXMBJbaBajy. Jep
CTe 1 OKOBMMa MojuM caocehann, u ¢ papomhy nogHocu-
nm oTuMame nMoBuHe Baie® (Jes. 10, 32), a To je u lana-
TVMa IPU3HAO PEKABIIN: ,3ap TOIMKO IIOCTPA/jACTe y3a-
nyn? Kap 6u 6uno camo ysanyn!“ (Tan. 3, 4). A u Ounn-
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JbaHMMa je KpaTKO Ka3aTo ¥ CBMMa KOj1Ma Tojf Iucalle TO
je UCTO MOCBENoYNO.

A n He 6e111e caMO TO HECHOCHO, LIITO je CII07ba Off ULI0-
JIOTIOK/IOHMKA BE/IMKA U CBAKUIAIIbY PAaT Ha BepHE I10-
Iu3aH, Ho mTO ce 1 Mehy camum BepHuMma porabaxy ca-
6ma3Hy, pacupe, cBahe 1 CypeBHBUBOCTI IO HANMCAHOM:
»CII07ba Cy paToBM, a M3HYTpa 060jasHM, @ OBO YHyTapme
KoMellame Oellle OIACHMje KaKo 3a y4eHMKe, TaKo U 3a
yuutesbe Te ce u [laBye Bulle off yHyTapH-€r rpexonasa u
xpumhaHCKMX 3aKOHOINIPECTYIIa YyBallle, HETO Off OHUX
HeIpMjaTe/bCKMX y3HeMMpaBama Kao LITO Ce 3Ha, Jia je
IJIaKao M y ceby ce rpu3ao Kao Kajia je oHO Heko Meby
Kopnuhannma 3actpanno.

A 6eute u Tpehe HemTo, HM 1O YeM Mame, Of rope
CIIOMEHYTOT, IIITO BepPHMMa MHOTe IpobiieMe IpIYNIba-
Ballle, a TO je caMa NpUpoja KoOposieTe/by, Koja je Bem-
KU TPYJ, U 3HOj 3aXTeBasla. Jep He Oellle TaK ¥ yTPBeH ITyT
KoMe anocTtony xpuinhaHe BofMile HO pamaB U He Kao
OHaj, KOjUM Ce OJIaKO IPOojIa3y HO MoTpeboBalle Mygpo-
JbybuBe, 607pe ¥ Ha CBaKM HA4MH OIIPe3He AylIe. 3aTo ra
je 1 XpUCTOC ,,yCKUM M MyYHUM “ Ha3Bao. A 3amro? Xpu-
mhaHnMa He 6ellle J03BO/BEHO Jia II0 IPUMepY He3Ha00-
’Kalla HEIPeCTaHO y TepeBEHKAMa, IIMjaHCTBY, IIPejefamby,
CTafloCTpacTy ¥ 3abaBaMa >KUBe, HO VIMAIlle [YXKHOCT Ja
rHeB 00y3/3jy, off 6e3aKkoHe ce IIOXOTe Y3IpKaBajy, NMa-
1ha IIpe3Npy, CJIaBy Tase U Ja ce HMKaja 3apuinhy u 3jo-
60M OBNIafiaT! He Jajy. A KaKo je OBO TEIIKO VI3BPIINUTH,
3Hajy CBM OHH, KOjU Ce y TOMe CBAaKOJHEeBHO 6ope. Jep
IITA je Off yMUpermba HeIOTpeOHe II0X0Te TeXe, pely MU,
KOja Bac Kao HeKO 6eCHO IICeTO HaIlafia ¥ CBAK! 4ac y3He-
MUPaBa, U CaMo TIpef onpe3HoM fyiioM y3mude! IlITa je
u o rHeBa rope? Tope je ma yBpebenoM ocBera mpuja.
Anu To ynHNTH He Oellle O3BO/bEHO. A IITa ja TO TOBO-
puM, KaJ ce Off OHMX, Koju ce yBpeheHmMa cmarpaxy, 4ak
¥ TO TPXWIIO, Ia TOOPO 4MHe, YKOPHUKE CBOje O/1arocu-
7bajy U [a VM C€ pe4MMa He CYIPOTCTaB/bajy, a U TENECHY
YMCTOTY MOpaxy He CaMo y Ie/luMa, HO I Y CaMOM CpIfy
qyBaTy, jep Huje ce Tpebano caMo of 6e3aKOHOT fie/ia HO
¥ Off CaMOT IIOT7Iefia Ha 1 CK/IAbaTH I3, He HacmahuBaTn
ce HU IIOIJIefIOM Ha JIeTle XKeHe, mowTo 6u ce Beh u 3a Ta-
KaB TIOT7Iefl, CBAKO M HAjTEXKO0j Ka3HU U3TIOXKMO.

Anu v ocuM OHe Be/MKe HanacTy of, TyhuHana, ocum
MHOTVX YHYTPAIIBJX OMACHOCTY ¥ OCUM BE/IMIKOT HAIlOo-
pa Koju ce Mopa HOFHOCUTH Y BpIIemYy JoOpUX fiena,
Gemre jour u yeTBpTa TelKoha, Koja je 13 oBOra IIPOM3M-
JMa3uia, a TO je ITO OHM, KOju Cy ce Tpebasy y 0BaKo Be-
MUKy 60pOy YHyCTMTH, CacBMM HEMCKYCHU Oexy. Jep
JbYIM KOjM Cy Offpacii Y3 HayKy allOCTO/ICKY He HaC/Ien-
1Ie 671ar04acT CBOjUX IpeflaKa, HO 6eXy y pa3MaskeHOCTI
M PacKoOLIM, y NMjaHCTBY ¥ OHOME IITO CKPHABM IIa U Y
CBOjeBO/BHOCTM BacCIUTAHM, A IUTO je, KOJl OHUX KOjU He

6exy off paHOT JeTUCTBA Y Off CAMOT ITOYeTKa Off POAU-
Te/ba CBOjUX Ha BplIerbe HOOPOAeTe/bHNUX Jie/la TIPUBUK-
HYTH, He Ma/Ii Harop npu 6op6ama Ipuunmasalo, Io-
ITO Ce yecTo porahano ma ce MHOry, u Kaf Beh y 60poy
3arasuin Oexy, IPOTUB e OyHuIIIe.

J TO maKse LITO TONMKE HEBO/bE Y OBOM BpeMEHY 3a
CBaKor' IOOOpHNUKA K0OposeTe/by OeXy 1 IITO S>Kejballle
fla M HAIOp Y TOMe, Ma 11 Y 4eMy yb7axu, Gelire pasyior
mTo je ITaB/e 4yecTo BacKpcemwe COMIIbA0 HOACTHIyhM
UX Ha 60pOy M IOBECT O BIACTUTHM CTpajamliMa, IIpe
Hero IITO 61 ce y objalimerha 0 BACKPCEhY YITYIITAO, Kao
npuMep u3HOcuo, ropopehu: ,,CBaunM cMo yrmeTaBaHuy,
a/y He IOTUINTEHY; 30yHBUBAHY, a/i He odajHy; [Iporo-
IEeHI, a1V HIICMO OCTaBJ/beHV; 000peH, any He 1oryo-
meHn (2. Kop. 4, 8), a TuMe je 0 CBaKOHEBHUM CMPTUMA
yI1030paBao jep 6exy cMaTpaHy JYXOBHIM MPTBaIIMa I
CBAKM JJaH CMPTU M3iaranu. [1a Tex mro je 0Bo ITO UX je
obecrokojaBano Habpojao, MoUeo je Geceny o BaCKpcemy
" TO oBaKo rosopehn: ,,3najyhu na he Onaj xoju Backpce
Tocnopa Vicyca, n Hac BackpcHyTH Kpo3 Vicyca, u pena
ce TIOCTaBUTHU ¢ BaMa. 3060T Tora My He MaJlAKCaBaMo™ y
6opbama 1 Hafawy Ha Oyayhe, cBe TOK TaKBY yTexy MMa-
Mo (2. Kop. 4,14 u 16). U HMIje PeKao: 3aT0 ,,He MajlaKkca-
Bare" MMOKasyBajyhy TMMe Ja je M OH caM HEIpPecTaHo y
60pou.

Y arnerckoM TakMudewy 1 6opbama 6opary ce yHyTap
apeHe Kpehe, a yuuTes/b My ia/IeKo Off Hbera caMo CaBeTH-
Ma IIOMOh IIpy’ka M caMO MY TOJMKO IIOMake, KOIMKO
peun u rmac nomohu Mory, jep ctaty 61M3y Bbera 1 pyka-
Ma My [IOMaraTi, HUKaKaB My 3aKOH He Jonyura. Y 60p-
6ama 671arovacTy max, Hije TaKko, HO jeflaH je MCTU ¥ Ha-
cTaBHUK U 6opari. [1a 3ato He ceu BaH 6OpMINIITA HO 1
caM 'y 60p6y cTyIIa 1 HOAICTIYE OHE KOjU Ce C UM 33jeTHO
6ope rosopehu um: ,,360r Tora My He ManakcaBamo“. V
He pede: 3aTO ja He MajlakcaBaM, HO: ,3aTO MV He MajlaKa-
caBaMo‘, [la X ITOXBajiaMa MOZICTaKHe, HoAajyhu u oBo:
»aKO Ce Halll CIIO/bAlllibyl YOBjeK ¥ paclaja, UMK ce
yHyTpalImby o6HaB/ba 13 faHa y faH" (2. Kop. 4, 16).

Ilornemajre amocroncky mygpoct. Ilogctunao ux je
BJIACTUTUM CBOjUM IIaTHaMa PeKaBIIN: Y CBEMY MMaMO
HeBOJbE, ANl ,360r Tora Mu He ManakcaBamo'. IlogcTu-
1120 UX je BackpcemeM VcycoBum ropopehn ma he: ,,Onaj
koju Backpce Tocrona Vcyca, n Hac BackpcHyTH . ITa Ha
Kpajy ce ¥ Jpyror HaumMHa ngatuo. A kako? Ilomro je Bu-
feo ma MHOryM Meby /pyayMa HeKako MajlOfyIIHN, Clabu
u 6eHM HOCTajy, I1a MAKO Cy Ce Y BaCKpCeme yBepuIn,
omert ce 300r [y)XIHe BpeMeHa He XpaHe [YXOBHOM Xpa-
HOM, JIEIb€ 1 04YajaBajy; 3aTO MM JIpYTY KOPUCT U Harpaay,
¥ TO TIpe BaCKpCerba M3HOCH.

(Hacrasuhe ce y cnegehem 6pojy)
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Xpucroc Backpce!
Backpc 2015

Ipara 6paho u cectpe,

Bure op Be xupae roguHa,
XpunrthaucTBo je 06jaBuno cBe-
Ty PaflocHy BecT 0 XpUCTOBOM
Backpcerwy. OBa pajoct, Ipe
cBera, 61a je OArOBOpP YOBEYaH-
CTBY Ha BEYMTO INUTAIbE, BEYNUTO
TyTOBambe, 0 )KUBOTHOM JlyajInTe-
Ty, PafOCTM U MaTiby, XUBOTY U
cMpTH. AKO OBO pa3yMeMo, pasyMe-
hemo u Benky 3Havaj jeBanherma o CB.
Backpcemwy. Xpucroc je BacKpcao mpBOT
laHa CefMUILIe, AaH mocie cybore. [IpBu gaH
je mocrao ,,iaH Backpcema“. Heerpa je mocrana Taj
IpBIM JaH HOBOTAa BpeME€Ha ¥ HOBOTa >XMBOTA KOjI je
obacjan XpucroBuMm BackpcoM u3 rpoba. ITo peunma
Cs. anmocrona IlaBna, ,Hafi TUM >KMBOTOM, CMPT HMje
Buie uMana sractu’ (Pum. 6:9).

XpumhaHCTBO je IPeACTaBUIO HOBY CMICA0, HOBY
WJejy O XVMBOTY, II0 KOjIMa >KMBOT IpecTaje ma Oyme
XpTBa cMpTH. ,CMpTH 17ie T je xanan? Ilakne, roe T
je mobema?“ mura Cs. am. ITasme (1Kop. 15:55). Vcky-
CTBO BaCKpcemwa NpaBelHMKA U3 CMPTU je CpIie U Jap
xpunrhaHcTBa. Viieja o HUImTaBMITy CMpTH je ofbadeHa,
CMpT BMIIE HUje 6e3HafIeKaH pas3Bof Of >XMBoTa. [lo-
110 je HOBY JJaH, IIPBY IaH Y KOMe CY JeBaH|e/icKe cBeTe
IIOpyKe IIOCTajie CBeBPEeMEHCKa BPENHOCT, jep cy 0e3-
Habe 3aMeHN/Ie HaloM U BepOM y Be4HU XMBOT. To mc-
KYCTBO je XpuirhaHcKa OCHOBa 3a IPOCIaBy Backpca.
Hexa oBO HOBO MCKYCTBO WUBOTa, Kpo3 XpHUCTOBO
BacKpcembe, II0CTaHe Hallle ICKYCTBO 3ayBeK!

Csuma BaMa Koju ImpociaB/baTe XpUCTOBO BacKpce-
mwe, y uMme Pacnieror u Backpcnor Xpucra, mamem bo-
j¥ 6J1aTOCIIOB Ca )Ke/bOM Jla HeIIpeCTaHO TeXNUTe fia ce
JTYXOBHO yCaBpIIaBaTe y peuuMa, fIe/IMMa ¥ MUC/IMMA.
Ca TaKkBOM HaJJOM MCKPEHO ¥ CKPYLIEHO I03paB/baM
BaC Ca HajII00eJOHOCHIjUM ITO3/]PaBOM:

XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!

Ca py6aBiby, y Backpcnom [ocnony,
Oran bramko ITapaknnc

Christ is Risen!
Pascha 2015

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

More than two thousand
years ago, Christianity con-
quered the world with the joy of

was above all an answer to hu-
# manity's perpetual question and
¢ grief about life's duality, joy and
' mortality. It is only when we under-
stand this that we can appreciate the
great importance the first Christians at-
tached to what might otherwise appear to
be an inconsequential detail in the gospel ac-
count of the resurrection: Christ arose on the first
day of the week, the day after the Sabbath. The first day
became ,the day of resurrection.“ Sunday became the
first day of that new time and of that new life which
shone from the tomb. And over that life, as St. Paul
wrote, ,death no longer has dominion (Rom. 6:9).

Christianity introduced a concept of life in which life
ceases to be the victim of death. ,,O death, where is thy
sting? O hell, where is thy victory?“ (1Cor. 15:55). This
new experience is the very heart of Christianity and its
fire. Death is overthrown; no longer is death a hopeless
divorce from life. A new day has arrived, the first day of
a new creation which overcomes the limits of time and
brings eternal joy and eternal life. That experience is the
Christian basis for the celebration of Pascha. May this
new experience of life through Christ's resurrection be-
come our experience now and forever!

For all of you who celebrate our Lord's Resurrection
in the name of the Crucified and Risen Christ, I pray
from my heart for God's blessings to be upon you and
your family that you may continually strive for spiritual
fulfillment in your words, your actions and your
thoughts. With such hopes, I greet you all humbly and
sincerely with the victorious Paschal greeting:

CHRIST IS RISEN!

With love in The Ressurected Lord,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis
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Pascha in the Liturgical Year

+Fr Alexander Schmemann

that time which we measure as year, we find the feast

of Christ’s Resurrection. What is Resurrection? Resur-
rection is the appearance in this world, completely domi-
nated by time and therefore by death, of a life that will
have no end. The one who rose again from the dead does
not die anymore. In this world of ours, not somewhere
else, not in a world that we do not know at all, but in our
world, there appeared one morning Someone who is be-
yond death and yet in our time.

This meaning of Christ’s Resurrection, this great joy, is
the central theme of Christianity and it has been pre-
served in its purity by the Orthodox Church. There is
much truth expressed by those who say that the real cen-
tral theme of Orthodoxy, the center of all its experience,
the frame of reference of everything else, is the Resurrec-
tion of Christ.

The center, the day, that gives meaning to all days and
therefore to all time, is that yearly commemoration of
Christ’s Resurrection at Easter. This is always the end and
the beginning. We are always living after Easter, and we
are always going toward Easter. Easter is the earliest
Christian feast. The whole tone and meaning of the litur-
gical life of the Church is contained in Easter, together
with the subsequent fifty-day period, which culminates in
the feast of the Pentecost, the coming down of Holy Spirit
upon the Apostles.

This unique Easter celebration is reflected every week
in the Christian Sunday, which we call in Russian “Voskre-
senie” (Resurrection Day). If only you would take some
time to read the texts of Sunday Matins you would realize,
though it may seem strange to you, that every Sunday we
have a little Easter. I say “Little Easter;” but it is really
“Great Easter” Every week the Church comes to the same
central experience: “Having seen Thy Resurrection...” Ev-
ery Saturday night when the priest carries the Gospel
from the altar to the center of the church, after he has read
the Gospel of the Resurrection, the same fundamental
fact of our Christian faith is proclaimed: Christ is risen!
St. Paul says: “If Christ is not risen, then your faith is in
vain” There is nothing else to believe. This is the real cen-
ter, and it is only in reference to Easter as the end of all
natural time and the beginning of the new time in which
we as Christians have to live that we can understand the
whole liturgical year.

If you open a calendar, you will find all our Sundays
are called Sundays after Pentecost, and Pentecost itself is
fifty days after Easter. Pentecost is the fulfillment of Eas-
ter. Christ ascended into heaven and sent down His Holy
Spirit. When He sent down His Holy Spirit into the world,

In the center of our liturgical life, in the very center of

a new society was instituted, a body of people, whose life,
though it remained of this world and was shared in its life,
took on a new meaning.

This new meaning comes directly from Christ’s Resur-
rection. We are no longer people who are living in time as
in a meaningless process, which makes us first old and
then ends in our disappearance. We are given not only a
new meaning in life, but even death itself has acquired a
new significance. In the Troparion at Easter we say, “He
trampled down death by death” We do not say that He
trampled down death by the Resurrection, but by death.
A Christian still faces death as a decomposition of the
body, as an end; yet in Christ, in the Church, because of
Easter, because of Pentecost, death is no longer just the
end but it is the beginning also.

It is not something meaningless which therefore gives
a meaningless taste to all of life. Death means entering
into the Easter of the Lord. This is the basic tone, the basic
melody of the liturgical year of the Christian Church.
Christianity is, first of all, the proclamation in this world
of Christ’s Resurrection. Orthodox spirituality is paschal
in its inner content, and the real content of the Church life
is joy. We speak of feasts; the feast is the expression of
joyfulness of Christianity.

The only real thing, especially in the childs world,
which the child accepts easily, is precisely joy. We have
made our Christianity so adult, so serious, so sad, so sol-
emn that we have almost emptied it of that joy. Yet Christ
Himself said, “Unless you become like children, you will
not enter the Kingdom of God.” To become as a child in
Christ’s terms means to be capable of that spiritual joy of
which an adult is almost completely incapable. To enter
into that communion with things, with nature, with other
people without suspicion of fear or frustration.

We often use the term “grace” But what is grace? Cha-
risma in Greek means not only grace but also joy. “And I
will give you the joy that no one will take away from you..”
If I stress this point so much, it is because I am sure that,
if we have a message to our own people, it is that message
of Easter joy which finds its climax on Easter night. When
we stand at the door of the church and the priest has said,
“Christ Is Risen,” then the night becomes in the terms of
St. Gregory of Nyssa, “lighter than the day” This is the
secret strength, the real root of Christian experience.
Only within the framework of this joy can we understand
everything else.

(Excerpts from the lecture “The Sanctification of Life”
on the Third Annual Church School Conference sponsored
by the Metropolitan Council Religious Education Com-
mittee, July 1963.)
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Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church
2148 Michelson Dr. Irvine, CA 92612

Invites you to a lecture

Sunday May 24" 2015

Divne Liturgy at 10 AM

Followed by lunch and a lecture

.-l B

By Dr. Michael Pravica, Associate Professor of Physics, UNLV

The Abstract:

“Today, we live in a world dominated by science and have learned much
about how our physical universe works via the scientific method. Yet,
there are many aspects of our being (and reason for being) that we still
do not understand. For answers to these transcendent/metaphysical
questions, we turn to religion. Though there are efforts by many to claim
that religion and science are contradictory, I find no absolutely contra-
diction between the two fields of scholarly thought as an Orthodox
Christian physicist. In fact, I find that religion and science are comple-
mentary subjects that can, together, offer tremendous insight into the
mechanisms and reasons for our being.

This talk will endeavor to explain some fascinating perspectives/theo-
ries that I have developed on the soul and our place in God's creation
from the point of view of a physicist.*

For further information, please email OBlasko@aol.com, or call Fr. Blasko (949) 702-0706




Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at
10:00 am every Sunday and on major
Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive,
Irvine.

10:00 am:  Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm:  Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm and
on the eve of major Feast days at 7:00
pm.

Akathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 pm

JINTYPINJA IPELEOCBEREHUX
TAPOBA

PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY
During Great Lent, Presanctified Divine
Liturgy is served each Wednesday at
5:00 am, and each Friday at 10:00 am.

April 4

LAZARUS SATURDAY

Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am: The gospel
clearly relates how six days before
Christ's own death, He raised his friend
Lazarus from the dead (John 11:42). We
see the humanity and divinity of Christ
combined as well as the foreshadowing
of his own death.

April 4"

LAZARUS SATURDAY VESPERS -
VRBICA at 5:00 pm: I ask all of the
parents to bring children.

PLEASE ARRIVE NO LATER THAN
4:45 pm to receive vrbica/palms and
zvoncice on this great Feast of Christ's
entry into the city

of Jerusalem.

THE SERVICES OF HOLY WEEK
Since the early days of the Church, there
has been a cycle of services celebrated
during Holy Week and Pascha.
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Evidence of this goes all the way back to
Egeria, a female from the West who
experienced Orthodox Holy Week and
Pascha in 383 AD in Jerusalem. She
stated that the tradition was already
long established.

These exact same services are still
conducted today by the Orthodox
Church. Here is a brief outline of the
services of Holy Week. Many of the
services are anticipated or served the
day before.

April 5*

[[BETU

ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO
JERUSALEM

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am: This liturgy
heralds the end of the Great Fast and
the beginning of Holy Week as Christ
triumphantly enters into Jerusalem. The
tradition, as the tropar states and the
icon shows, is for a procession of palms
led by the children. So begins our
journey into Holy Week. During Holy
Week, we fast from meat, poultry, dairy
products, eggs, fish, wine and oil.

April 5*

Bridegroom Matins at 1:00 pm:
Known in the Church as The End, the
imagery here is about the Last
Judgment. It relates the deep anguish of
Christ as He prepares for His Passion.
The services tell us to be ever vigilant
for we do not know when God will
come. These services are a triumph of
the eschatological (last days) imagery in
the Church.

April 6"

Bemuxu ITonenemak

Great and Holy Monday Presanctified
Liturgy at 10:00 am.

The readings from Exodus during these
services tell of the Passover which
precedes the Passover (Pascha) of
Christ.

April 7%

BIIATOBECTU

THE ANNOUNCIATION
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated
at 10:00 am.

April 7%
Bemuku Yropak
Bridegroom Matins at 7:00 pm.

April 8

Benuka Cpena

Great and Holy Wednesday
Presanctified Liturgy at 10:00 am.

April 8"

Benuka Cpepa

Great and Holy Wednesday

Holy Unction at 7 pm, at St. Steven
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral at 1621
West Garvey Ave., in Alhambra.

For Holy Unction there should be more
priests serving, therefore, all of us
Serbian priests gather together at the
Cathedral to perform this Holy
Sacrament for all the Faithful. This
service relates to the event when the
harlot anoints Christ and is forgiven.
On this day we customarily anoint the
people with Holy Oil as a sign of
healing and remission of sins.

April 9*

Bemuku YerBpTak

Great and Holy Thursday:

Holy Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Thursday
at 10:00 am: This solemn Liturgy
commemorates the First Eucharist also
known as Red Thursday. The darkness
of the week is broken slightly because of
the importance of the Eucharistic event.
Traditionally the priest prepares the
reserve sacrament of the year. The
passion of Christ is now close.

April 9

Benuxu YerBpTak

Great and Holy Thursday
Matins of Holy Friday Thursday



evening at 7:00 pm. The service,
commonly known as “The Twelve
Gospels” as the Church, remembers the
betrayal and crucifixion of Christ by
reading the twelve Gospel accounts.

A climatic point of Holy Week
emphasizing the reality of actions.

April 10*

Bemukn Iletak

Great and Holy Friday

Royal Hours at 10:00 am: Known as
Royal because there is a Gospel reading
and the Emperor would attend this
service. It recounts the entire Gospel
and Passion of Jesus Christ.

April 10™

Benuxu Iletax

Great and Holy Friday

Vespers at 4:00 pm: Remembering the
crucifixion and death of Christ. There is
a solemn procession as the burial
shroud (plashtanica) is brought out to
the people. Christ is laid in the tomb

and our vigil of the Resurrection begins.

April 10*

Bemuxmu Ilerax

Great and Holy Friday

Matins of Holy Saturday on Friday
evening at 7:00 pm: Known as the
Praises of the Lamentations, the service
begins the Sabbath as Christ lays in rest
in the tomb. Often seen as a funeral
service for Christ, in factitisa
commemoration of the law and love of
God towards His people.

April 11t

Bemka Cy6ora

Great and Holy Saturday

Vesperal Liturgy of Holy Saturday at
10:00 am: The death of Christ is linked
with the creative acts of God. It is here
that Christ descends into Hell and
breaks the doors. The service
inaugurates the paschal celebration as
the service is bright and uplifting. The
tomb is revealed as a place of life.

April 11*
Bemnka Cy6ota - BackpcHo jyrpeme
Great and Holy Saturday

The Services of the Great and Holy
Pascha Saturday evening starting at
11:30 pm: The Joy of Joys, Holiday of
Holidays, celebrating Christ’s
Resurrection. The service begins with
nocturn anticipating the Resurrection.
The procession follows at midnight
announcing the Resurrection to the
world. We then celebrate the Paschal
matins. Baskets will be blessed after
Ruserrecional Matins on Pascha night
and again following Divine Liturgy on
Sunday.

April 12

»BACKPCEWE XPUICTOBO*
PASCHA CELEBRATION

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am at Parish
Center, 2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine.
This is the Great and Joyous Liturgy
celebrating the Pascha of our Lord.The
Parish celebrates the Resurrection with
a feast and events for the children and
adults. Banquet will be held after the
Divine Liturgy. See the detailed
information later in this Newsletter.
Musical entertainment will be provided
by Serbian music.

April 13®
Backpmmbu noHemepak
Divine Liturgy at 10 am.

April 14"

Backpmmu yropak

Divine Liturgy at Sretenje Monastery
in Escondido at 10 am.

May 6

Byphesnan

St. George the Victorious
Great Martyr

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 12*

Cs. Bacumje OcTpomxknu

St. Basil of Ostrog Wonderworker
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 21*

Basnecemwe Iocmogme
SPASOVDAN ASCENSION of our
Lord Jesus Christ

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 22"

Transfer of the Relics of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker Divine Liturgy

at 10:00 am.

May 24*

Cs. Kupumno u Meropuje
Sts. Cyril and Methodius:
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

May 30*

3apymHune

Memorial Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am:
Please bring the names of your deceased
members of the Family.

May 31¢

Cunasak Cs. [Iyxa Ha Anocrone
CBETA TPOJUIA - IYXOBHU
Pentecost Sunday HOLY TRINITY
DAY - PENTECOST

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

June 1%
Pentecost Monday Divine Liturgy
at 10 am.

June 2™
Pentecost Tuesday Div. Liturgy
at 10 am.

June 3¢

Holy Constantine and Helen
Divine Liturgy (See the monthly
Calendar on the Web site)

June 28"

Cs. Benukomyuennx JIasap u Cs.
Myyennnu cpncku - Bugosnan
St. Lazarus

The Divine Liturgy - at 10:00 am

THE APOSTLES FAST

Just a reminder that the fast leading up
to the Feast of Apostles Peter and Paul
begins June 8. It, of course, ends on
the Feast Day of Sts. Peter and Paul,
July 12,

AL
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Past events: St. Sava Celebration

This year we celebrated St. Sava on the day of
His actual repose on Sunday January 25%. We
all enjoyed a beautiful poems of our children,
lovely performance of our kolo group Soko
and a wonderful performance of El Camino
College Orchestra under the direction of
Professor Dr. LJubomir Velickovic. Our
deep gratitude to all the participants of St.
Sava program for this year.
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CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP
July 12" through August 2" 2015

Summer camp is a unique opportunity for our children to learn about our Orthodox faith
and culture as well as to meet other children from within our diocese. Every summer our
Diocese organizes summer camp at St. Sava Camp in Jackson where many children from
parishes within our diocese attend.

o New this year, the individual registration form will be filled out exclusively online.
You will still have to print and mail your Health, Insurance, Consent and Policy forms
by mail. Also new this year, all forms are to be sent to Jackson at P. O. Box 965, Jackson,
CA 95642. Go to www.CampStSava.org to begin the registration process. Adult volun-
teers are needed to work in the kitchen, or as counselors, etc.

FOOD COLLECTION PROJECT FOR HOMELESS AT OUR PARISH

Our Parish has sponsored an independent homeless project every Sunday. We collect any
food, fresh or canned, which we ask you place on the table located next to the playroom. We
gather all your donations along with the left-overs from our parish meals and the change
from the collection box on the same table, and donate it all to the Salvation Army Shelter
located in our neighborhood. We urge you to leave food each week on that table. If you
would like to help deliver it to the shelter, please tell Fr. Blasko, or Sanja Rakonjac. It is such
a great help. Big thank-you's to volunteers for delivering our donations. Check your fridge
and cupboards before coming to Church on Sundays and bring whatever you can donate.

HELP YOUR PARISH THROUGH CAR DONATION
You can now help the parish by making a tax-exempt donation of a car, truck, RV, or boat.
All DMV details will be handled for you, and your vehicle will be towed for free. The
church will receive funds equaling the full value of the vehicle. Please call with any ques-
tions. Also, if you have any ideas or suggestions for fundraising activities to benefit our
parish, please pass them along to the Church Board or Fr. Blasko.

ENDOWMENT FUND
Another way to help our parish is to establish an endowment fund in memory of deceased
members of your family. While the principal will always stay in tact, the income from the
fund is used for various church needs and programs, as the donor may designate. The main
thing is that the parish will pray regularly for the donor and his/her family members.
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STEWARDSHIP APPEAL

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

“Abide in Me” Stewardship Update:

How do we abide in Jesus? We abide in Him when we follow His example and love, serve, and
support the Church in His Body. When we abide in Jesus, we express this through generosity
and devotion in our stewardship and acts of personal generosity. Bearing fruit in the world is
the visible result of our abiding in Christ.

You are invited to fill out and to submit your 2015 Stewardship Commitment Card indicating
the time, talent, and treasure that you will offer this year as a branch of the True Vine, the Body
of Christ on earth.

I humbly urge you to become a steward and demonstrate your commitment by pledging the
specific amount you are willing to donate on a regular basis. A stewardship form is attached
to this letter. If you prefer, you can go to our website and complete the form online, www.
mostholytheotokos.com It is imperative for the parish to have a fully defined, consistent income
in order to complete the business transactions that will allow us to realize our goals.

You are, of course, welcome to call me if you have any questions, 949 702-0706

In Christ,
Father Blasko Paraklis

e )
This commitment [ 2015 Stewardship Pledge Form

make to secure a Christ-
centered life for myself NAME

and my family. ADDRESS
...to return to God the

first fruits from the gifts CITY
He has bestowed upon
me.

...to assist my Lord in

the mission of spreading  TQTAL PLEDGE FOR 2015: $
His Gospel.

TELEPHONE
I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

...to anchor mypersonal To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
_J
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Mutponomut CypoKcKkuit AHTOHUI

BepOHOe BoCKpeceHbe.
Bxop Iocnogens B Mepycanum

Bo uma Otua n Ceina u Cearoro [lyxa.

bl BCTYIIa€M CETOHA B CTpacTHbIe fHY [ocniogHu, Bo BpeMs, KOIa CTYCTI/IACh ThMa U KOIfja IIOIHMMa-

€TCs 3aps HOBOTO CBETA, 3apsl BEYHOCTH, MOCTVDKMMAs TOIBKO T€M, KTO BMECTe CO XPUCTOM BCTYIIA€T

B 3Ty TbMY. OTO — TbMa U IIOTYMPAK, CYMEPKH, I7ie lepeMelllanach paBfia ¥ HeIpaB/a, I7ie IepeMella-
JIOCh BCe, YTO TOTIbKO MOXKeT OBITh IepeMernano: Bxox Tocnionens B Vepycanum, Takoil TOp>KeCTBEHHBII, VICIION-
HEHHBIJ TaKOJ C/IaBbl, OJHOBPEMEHHO BeCh IIOCTPOEH Ha CTPALIHOM HefopasyMeHuu. JKurenn nepycanmmckue
BcTpeyaroT Criacurenss Xpucra ¢ TOP)KeCTBOM U JIMKOBaHYEM, IOTOMY 4TO OXupawT, 4To OH ocBoboput CBolt
HapoJ OT HOMUTUYECKOTO HeTa; M KOrfa okaxercs, 4to CracuTe/b IpuIIes OCBOOOAUTD JIIOfieil 1 BeCbh MUP OT
rpexa, OT HeIPaBJIbl, OT OTCYTCTBYA MI0OBY, OT HEHABJCTH, TOTAa OT Hero oTBepHyTCA ¢ Topeybio, pa3odyapoBaH-
HOCTBIO, I Te, KTO TaK TOp)ecTBeHHO Ero BcTpevany, 06paTaTcs Bo Bparos. V B TeyeHye Beeil Heleny, Bce BpeMs
ThMa, CYMpPaK 4epefyIoTcs ¢ IpobieckaMi CBeTa...

W MBI [OTDKHBI BCTYIUTD B 3TOT CyMPaK. Mbl JOJDKHBI He TONIBKO €O XPUCTOM, HO BMECTE CO BCEMU Te€MM, KTO
torga Ero okpy»kas, BOITH B 9TU IHM M HATU CBOE MOJ/IMHHOE MECTO B 3TOil ThMe M B 3TOM cyMmpake... Illar 3a
LIaroM Mbl MOXKEM C/IEIUTDH 32 TeM, YTO coBepaeTcs co CrnacuteneM XprUCcTOM; HO OGHOBPEMEHHO MBI JJO/KHBI
cebe CTaBUTb BOIIPOC: ITie Mbl CTOVIM, IZie CTOIO A, Tn4HO? UTo y MeHs obero ¢ IIpeuncroit [lepoit boroponmuert,
Kotopas Buput, kak Ee CbiH ujeT Ha oru6ep, Kax cryujaercss BOKpyr Hero HeHaBUCTD, KaK KOJIBLIO OKpPyKaeT
Ero: Kak cTpax 1 TpycoCTb, HEHaBUCTb U JIOXb IIOCTENIEHHO rOoToBAT EMy cMepTh? V Kak HaM He NIOHATD, YTO MO-
XeT mepexuBarb boxusa Marepp mepep nmuioM npegarenscTsa Vynsl, oTpedenus Iletpa, 6erctBa y4eHMKOB,

;KecBupeTenbcTBa Ha ChiHa Ee, cyfa HenmpaBegHOTO, OcMestHYSA, M30MeHNs — 1 HaKOHell, KpecTHOl cMepTn Cria-
curensa Xpucra? Kak mor Ha Bce 3T0 or3piBaeMcsa? Korza Mbl ycbianyu 06 3ToM B cBsAiToM EBaHrenuu, korga Mbl
CTIBIIIA/IV BECTh 00 9TOM B IIepPKOBHOI MOJIMTBE M TIECHE — C YeM BBIXOZIMM MBI 113 XpaMa? Bosiblieli 9acThIo MaeM
3a0BbITbCs, OTJOXHYTD JYIIOII, OTHOXHYTb TeJIOM, TOTOBACH K CTIeAYIOLIel CIy>KOe, MM YXOAs BOBCE B MUPCKYIO
XK1n3Hb. A CTpacTHas ceMMIIA JUINTCA U30 NHA B JIEHb, 13 Yaca B 9ac, 3 MTHOBEHNA B MTHOBEHIE, — HET il Iepe-
PbIBa, OHA, KaK OTHEHHAA PeKa, TeYeT, KI'y4MM OTHEM IIOMaIAA BCe; OJHO CTOPUT, I HUYErO OT HEr0 He OCTaHET
KpOMe IIeTIa ¥ II030PHOTO BOCIIOMUHAHNA, A APYroe YCTOUT, KaK 30JI0TO U cepebpo... --Fg [




nepexxnuseM 3T JHM? C yeM BBIF[IeM MbI KOX/IbII pa3 U3 XpaMa, 1 ¢ YeM BCTpeTUM cBeTioe Xpucroso Bockpece-
Hue? OHO — IPOBO3BECTHUK HAulell BCTPeYy B KOHIIe BpeMeH, Halllell BCTpeun I0oc/Ie Hallleil CMepTH, cO XpUCTOM,
Kotopblit Hac Bo3mo6u1 1o kpecta n KoTopslil HaM MOCTaBMI BONIPOC: A ThI — OTO3BA/ICS IM HA BCe, 4TO Tebe
Ob110 JTaHO 3HaTh O boXkecTBEHHOI TI0OBY, BOIIIOLIEHHO, pacIsAToil, Bockpecieit? I[loctaBuM cebe Bompoc o
TOM, Ha KOTO U3 aIlOCTOJIOB MbI MOXKeM ObIThb Toxoxxu? Ha ®omy i1, KOTOpbIit FOBOpI cBOMM coanocTtonam: [1oii-
nem ¢ Hum n ympem ¢ Hum, ecnm my>xno?.. Ha Ilerpa, koTopbiit 110 cTpaxy orpekca ot Hero tpmwkpaer? Ha Uyny,
kotopslit Ero mpepnan? Ije MbI HaxomguMcst B 9TO¥ nmocKoit Torme? Kmo mbr? IlocTaBuM cebe 3TOT BOIPOC KaXKAbIii
pas, KOIla Mbl BbIiifieM C 60T OCTTy>KeHM s, KaXKAbIIT pas, Korja Mbl OyieM Ha Hero IPUXOJUTD: i TOTAA, MOXKET OBITb,
4TO-HUOYAb IPOCHETCA B HAIlell Aylle, YTO-HUOYAb AporHeT. MoxeT ObITh, TOrAa 3Ta CTpacTHasA CeIMUIIA OKa-
JKeTCA U JIA HaC, KaK B IIPOIIJIOM JIJIs CTOJIbKMX OHa OKa3bIBajIaCh, HA4a/IOM: Ha4ya/IoM HOBOTO IIOHMMaHNsA, HOBBIX
nepe>XMBaHUII ¥ HOBOVI XM3HU. AMUHb.

Hristos Voskrese!

Benukpenckara 60)kecTBeHa U CIIaCUTETHA HOL PaflOCTHO BBIHYBA ChpIaTa HM, TS BH3BECTsABA XPUCTOBOTO
BB3KpeCeHNe — IPasHMK Ha IPasHNULNTe, 9y0 Ha YyfiecaTa, CBeT/IHA Ha CBeT/IMHMNTe!

Y Bora He ocTaBa 6e3cIHa HUTO efHA AyMa, “3aijoro Toit pede — 1 BCUYKO cTaHa; Toil 3aIOBsIA — U BCUYKO
ce au” /Tlc. 32:9/, Toit e “Tocniop Ha cumure” /T1c. 23:10/. BcemorbiecTBoTO € cBOMICTBO Ha boxkusara Bons u bor
0e3 HIKAKBO 3aTPy[HEeHNe IIPUBEX/ja B M3II'bIHEHMe BCUYKO, KoeTo e B HeroBata Mucsi1.

Bes ma HapymiaBa cBo6ofHaTa BO/IsI Ha Y0BeKa, TOIl ChiICTBA B CIeBAHETO HA JOOPOTO 1 OrpaHNYaBa 3710TO
JI0 I'B/THOTO IIpeKpaTsABaHe Ha IeJICTBMUATA My B cBeTa. Toil 3Hae MMHAJIO, HACTOAIIe U O'b/ielle, 3Hae “TallHNTe Ha
cppuero” (I1c. 43:22) u “me nsHece Ha BuenHa TaliHuTe Ha Mpaka™ (I Kop. 4:5), kaTo “Bb3gaze BceKMMy criopeq
nenara My’ (Pum. 2:6). 3aroBa Toit oTkputo Ka3a Ha yuerniute Cu: “Crn HoBedeckn Tpsi6Ba MHOTO fia IIOCTPaja,
... ia O'bzie yOUT U Ha TpeTus JeH fa Bb3kpbcHe (Mapk. 8:31). Taka CriacuTensiT cCaMOBIaCTHO Ipye CMBPTTA U
Oupmeriky HavyamHUK Ha xuBoTta ([esH. 3:15), mobexu cMBpTTa U Japy XMBOT Ha CBeTa.

Hue npocnassime Xpucrta, Bb3KpbCHAMNA OT MBPTBUTE, 1 KaTO OYMCTUM YYBCTBATa CH, 67aroroseitHo My ce
HOKJIaHsMe, 32 [Ia HI 03apy CBeT/IMHaTa XpIUCTOBA, la BUAUM B Hesl [lobGenuTerns Ha cMbPTTa 1 Jja 4yeM C1ajfJaii-
mmsa My rnac: “Papaiite ce! Mup Bam! XBbprieTe MpeXXuTe OTAACHO Ha Kopaba, JJoHeceTe OoT pubara, 1o cera
y/IOBMXTe, OlifieTe, obsiiBaiiTe. Bie nmoBsipBaxTe, 3amoro Me BupsixTe. braxkeHn, KOUTO He ca BUAS/IA U Ca 1O-
BsapBanu! BppBere nopupe Mu! HayueTe Bcuuky Hapoay, KaTo I Kpbljasare B uMero Ha Otna u Cuna u Csera-
ro [lyxa, ¥ KaTo I y4uTe fia IassAT BCUMYKO IO CBM BU 3alOBANAN, U €TO, A3 CBM C Bac Ipe3 BCUYKU JHU [0
CBBpIIEKa Ha CBeTa .

C BB3TOpra oT Te31 60XKeCTBEHM C/I0BA JIa B/Ie3eM B pafjocTTa Ha Bp3kpeceHneTo, ja Bb3II0OMM efViH APYTUTO,
eeM MUIp ¥ CIIPABEUIMBOCT, [1a CTY)KIM Ha [PaBJaTa i MCTUHATA, JIa ClIeJBaMe II'BTA Ha KMBOTA.
) Bw eHue Xpucroso!
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Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church, Co
Orange County, California : :

2148 Michelson Drive
Irvine, California 92612

DR. IVANKA SRBINOVSKA & DR. MILOS BOSKOVIC
13372 Newport Ave. Suite G, Tustin, CA 92780, Tel. (714) 832-2672
www.TransformationDental.com
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www.jj-cpa.com =3 -
Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
following services to small businesses and individuz STANISA STAN COVIC
TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS Phone (714) 8 12_2633
ACCOUNTING PAYROLL

www.stancomconstruction.com

BOOKKEEPING BUSIMESS COMSULTING

N E E D A w E B S I T E ? DIRECTIONS...to0 the Parish Center:

Affordable & Professional Web Site Services Location: Irvine Corporate Park _

2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine

Between MacArthur & Von Karman
Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto
MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.
From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn

Services:

«WEBSITE DESIGN
«WEBSITE HOSTING
«DOMAIN NAMES

right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
WWW.CheapHostingForYou.COM left side of street.




