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The Two Comings of Christ
By Fr. Thomas Hopko

In churches of catholic tradition in the Christian West,
the Christmas “advent” season greatly emphasizes the
second coming of the Lord. The faithful are called in their
preparation for Christmas to look beyond the Savior’s
coming in “the form of a slave, the likeness of men” (Phil
2:7), to His coming again in glory at the end of the ages to
judge the living and the dead in the Kingdom of God.

In the Eastern Orthodox tradition, the second coming of
Christ is liturgically emphasized during the first three
days of Holy Week before the springtime Pascha of the
Lord’s death and resurrection. At the services of these
holy days the scripture readings and hymns all refer to
the end of the world and the judgment of creation by the
victorious Lord who enters His glory by way of the Cross.

During the Christmas prefeast season, the connection
between the first coming of God’s Son as the Suffering Servant, the Lamb of God who takes upon Himself
the sins of the World, and His second coming as the triumphant King and Judge of the universe is not
overtly stressed in any of the church services. But it is clearly implied in virtually all of the songs, hymns
and lections. The Old Testament prophecies read at the hours, vespers, and matins on the day before the
Nativity quite specifically proclaim the messianic age which Jesus is born to bring, but which He will
manifest in power only at the end of history. And several verses which are sung during the season
directly refer to the interrelationship between the Master’s two comings.

Christ our Judge commands us to be vigilant. We wait expectantly for His visitation, For He comes
to be born of a virgin.

At Your awesome second coming, 0 Christ, Number me with the sheep at Your right hand, For You
took up Your abode in the flesh to save us.

At Your first coming to us, 0 Christ, You desired to save the race of Adam; When You come again
to judge us, Show mercy on those who honor Your Holy Nativity.!

The Christmas prefeast hymns, especially the Canons, consciously refer to the hymns of the services of
Holy Week before the springtime Pascha. In many of them, Easter paschal themes are replaced by Winter
paschal themes, with just a few words being changed in each verse.2 Thus, what is effected at these
services is a sort of “triple connection.” Christ’s Nativity, with His Epiphany in the Jordan, is referred to
His Passion and Resurrection, which is then referred to His Coming at the end of the ages.
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In making this triple connection, the entire Mystery of Christ is placed before the believers for their
contemplation and communion. Jesus was born in order to die. Indeed, of all humans who ever lived on
earth, God’s Son is the only one who entered the world for this purpose. He came to die so that we might
live in and through Him. The eternal life which He brings to the world is already present and active in
those who receive Him, but it will be manifested fully and completely in a way which no one can question,
doubt, or resist only at the end of the ages. Christians are those who remember and celebrate the fact that
God has visited His people in the person of His Son in order to be crucified and raised. And so they are
also those who await His Coming, believing that all of God’s promises made in and through Jesus will be
actualized in the age to come. Therefore they expect nothing here. They want nothing here. They know
that they will get nothing here, their Savior’s promise for this age is only persecution and tribulation.

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or lands, for My sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the
age to come eternal life.” (Mark 10:29-30)

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world
would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.” If they
persecuted Me, they will persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.” (John 15:18-20)

“The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will
leave Me alone; yet I am not alone, for the Father is with Me. | have said this to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John
16-33)

Christians live between the two comings of Christ. They remember His first coming to be sacrificed. They
anticipate His second coming to reign. This is vividly portrayed in traditional Orthodox church buildings
where the “royal gates” of the icon screen in front of the altar table are flanked by the icons of the
Theotokos and Child on the one side, and the Lord Jesus in glory on the other. To the uninitiated it may
seem as though these are simply pictures of Mary and Jesus put on the same level. This is not so. The
icons which frame the Orthodox altar are images of the two comings of Christ. Mary is not alone in her
icon; she is holding the Christ Child, who is not shown as a baby, but as the Son of God incarnate “in the
form of a slave. .. in the likeness of men” (Phil 2:7). This is the icon of Christ’s first coming. And the icon
on the right of the doors is not a picture of Jesus as He was on the earth. It is His image in glory as

King and Lord, the icon of His second coming. The two comings of Christ are held together in Christian
thought, action, and prayer at all times. They cannot be separated. When they are, it is the end of
Christian faith, life and worship. The first coming without the second is a meaningless tragedy. The
second coming without the first is an absurd impossibility. Jesus is born to bring God’s kingdom. He dies
to prove His kingship. He rises to establish His reign. He comes again in glory to share it with His people.
In the kingdom of God there are no subjects. All rule with the risen Messiah. He came, and is coming, for
this purpose alone.

You have taken me captive with longing for You, O Christ, And have transformed me with Your divine love.
Burn up my sins with the fire of Your Spirit. And count me worthy to take my fill of delight in You, that
dancing with joy, I may magnify Your two Comings.?

123 Ode 9 of the canon of compline of the second day of the prefeast of the Nativity,
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Mup boxju,
Xpucroc ce po;m!

[ToHOBO mpoOCHAaB/BLaMO PaAJJOCHU MPAa3HUK pobeH,a XpucroBor
npara 6paho u cecrpe. Hamr Ceetu [1aTpujapx [1aBne y ]elIHOJ BboxuhHoj
MIOCTIAHUIIM HAMKCAo je; 1a Bennunna Hammx npasHuka u jecte y Tome
HITO OHM Ha 4YyflecaH HAuMH Taj forabaj uMHe MOHOBO MNPHUCYTHUM U
creapHuM. To OuBa jacHuje aKkO MMaMO Ha yMy OHMONHjCKO NOUMame
namhema, cehama, MTO yBEeK MNOApa3yMeBa ONPUCYTHABAKE TOTra
norabaja. Hain cBeT u BeK y KOMe KUBMMO FOTOBO J1a M HE MO3HAje OBY
uctuny. OTyga oBaj, KaO M CBaKW [PYrd MPA3HUK, JbYAU YECTO
MIO>KMBJbABA)y KAaO YCIOMEHY Ha HEIITO IITO Ce HeKaja JJaBHO Herje
JIOTOAWJIO, HeYera IITO je JIeTo ja ce cehamo, jep Kako ce TO OOMYHO Kaxe,
TO CY HAlIIM JIETIH CTapy OONYaju.

MebyTum, nmpasHuuu cy noHajMamwe obudyaju. Ha mpBom Mecty oHm
UCNYHaBajy Hall XUBOT CMUCIIOM, U TO CMUCIIOM IOCTOjama, ocehyjyhu
BpeMme y Kome kuBuMo. Xpuithauu Koju 3Hajy fia je Xpucroc foLao, Koju
cy cectn kberosor npucycrsa u y gomy u Ha Cseroj Jlutypruju, u Koju
uiriekyjy tberos fpyru jonasak, oHu MMajy CacBUM Jpyraudju OJHOC
IpeMa XHUBOTY, eTOBOM CMUCITY ¥ BPEJHOCTUMA, 3@ PA3JIMKY Off OHUX KOjH HE Pa3MHUIII/bajy HA OBAKaB HAUMH a TPaxKe
HEKaKaB CMHCAO0 Y CBETY KOjH UX OKPYXKYje.

[Tpa3nuk pobemwa XpucToBor HaMm OTKpPHBA J]a HICMO II03BaHU caMo fia OyjieMo 00puU, YECTUTH, INIEMEHUTH ¥ Y30pHU
rpabanu, Beh fanexo Buiie o Tora: xa mocranemo fena boxuja. [1a ce crapamo o cBEeTy KOju Hac OKpPYXyje 1 Jia Taj
cBeT npuHocuMo bory kako 61 BeuHO moctojao. Huje nu To u pemiewme ekonomke Kpuse. Huje nu periewe oBor
npobJema, Kao ¥ CBaKOr Ipyror, y Bpahawy Ha 6ubaujcku, XxpuiithaHcku nornes Ha cBeT. CUIypHO jecTe 3a OHE KOju
MIMajy YILH f1a Yyjy U O4YH Jia BUJIE.

CBeTo MMCMO, Ta KHbUTa KMBOTA, jaCHO HaM rOBOpH 0 cBeMy ToMe. CBET 1 10BEK CTBOPeHH ¢y off bora, u3 neOutha (1.
Moj 1,1). ¥ ceGl caMoM OHN HeMajy HUIITa ITo OU uX ApxKano y nocrojawy 6e3 bora. Camo y 3ajepHunu ca borom,
Moryhe je Hatue mocrojatbe, Hawl XuBoT. Taj XuBOT Hama Bor Hy/u, anu Hac He IPEMOpPABa Jia MO3UB IPUXBATHMO.
Bynyhu a nac je crBopuo no mky ceome (1. Moj 1,26), napoBao Ham je fakiie, Cio0ofy U off Hac OYeKyje f1a clnobomy
POJaBUMO Kao Jby0aB, Kao OTBPHiaH OAroBop Ha boxkuju mosus. Ajam u EBa cy, Haxaiocr, cBOjy clioG0y [pojaBiIa
Ha HeTaTWBaH HAYWH, HUCY npuxBaTuim boxwuju mo3us, (1. Moj 3,6), anu ['ocnoy HY BUX, Kao HU Hac, HAje ocTaBuo (1.
Moj 3,15), Beh je HacTaBmo a mpoMuIIIZba O YOBEKY U Ja r'a MpUIIpeMa 3a gonasak Mecuje Koju he crnacutu u cBeT u
voBeka (Jep 31,31-33).

Kaxko he ra cnacuTu, nojgcMenubUBO HaC MUTAjY JbYIM OBOra Beka. A MM ofiroBapamo - cracuhe Hac Tako mTo he bor
IIOCTAaTH YOBEK, a Jla pu ToM ocTtane bor. M To ce ympaBo femasa Ha gaHanismu aH. bor nocraje yosek. [lanac ce
craceme 00jaBUIIO CBETY.

Ca oBuM uBHUM MuciauMa Ceetor [laTpujapxa [TaBna u ca monuTBoM f1a Bam ['ocnios mofapu 3paBibe y
MOPOJIUIIY PAfOCT U MUP Y AyIIH, kenuM Bam cpehan boxkuh u HoBy ropuny, ca Mosnibom a Bamim npunorom
noMorHeTe cBojy napoxujy. Mup boxju Xpucroc ce poxu!

Bam MmonuTeenuk npeg borommnaaennem Xpucrom,

O. bnamko [Tapaknuc

Church Newsletter Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Missionary Parish, Orange County, CA January - March 2011 Page 3



Peace of God! Christis born!

Again this year we are celebrating the joyous feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ dear brothers and
sisters. Our Holy Patriarch Pavle in one of His Christmas greetings wrote the following words; The greatness of
our feasts is in the fact that the events are miraculously made present and real to us once again. This becomes all
the more clear to us if we understand the biblical notion of remembrance, which always understands that the
event remembered is in fact made present for us. This world and the time in which we live has almost no grasp
of this truth. It is for this reason that people experience this and other feasts as simply being a remembrance of
an event which occurred sometime and someplace long ago, as something which is nice to remember, for, as it
is usually said, these our are our nice, old traditions. However, the feasts are ‘traditions’ only in the least
significant sense of the word. Firstly, they fill our lives with meaning, a sense of existence, consecrating the
time in which we live. Christians who know that Christ has come, who realize that He is present in our homes
and at the Divine Liturgy, and who await His Second Coming, have a completely different attitude towards life,
its meaning and its values, as opposed to those who do not think this way and who seek some kind of meaning
only from the world around them.

Today’s Feast reveals to us that we are not called to simply be good, honorable, noble and model citizens,
but far more than this: we are called to become the children of God; to care for the world around us and to offer
it to God that it might eternally exist. Isn’t this the solution to our ecological crisis? Isn’t our return to a biblical,
Christian view of the world the solution to not only this but all of our other problems? It truly is for those who
have ears to hear and eyes to see.

The Holy Bible, that book of life, speaks clearly to us regarding all of these matters. The world and mankind
were created by God from nothing (Gen. 1:1). In and of themselves they have nothing that would keep them in
existence without God. It is in unity with God that our existence, our life, is made possible. God offers us that
life, although He does not force us to accept it. Having created us in His image (Gen. 1:26), He gave us free will
that in love we might use that freedom in accepting His call. Adam and Eve, unfortuantely, used their freedom
negatively and did not accept God’s invitation (Gen. 3:6); but the Lord God did not abandon them, just as He
does not abandon us (Gen. 3:15). Rather, He continued to provide for man and to prepare him for the coming of
the Messiah who would save both man and the world (Jer. 31:31-33).

In a ridiculing tone contemporary man asks, ‘How will He save it?” Our answer is that God will save it by
becoming man, while at the same time preserving His divine nature. That is exactly what happens on this day:
God becomes man. Today salvation appears in the world.

With these wonderful thoughts of our Holy Patriarch Pavle I wish that during these festive days, you
fill your hearts with joy, good will, noble feelings, honest intentions, and above all fill them with love.

Peace of God, Christ is Born! Happy New Year! Mup boxjn, Xpucroc ce pogn!
Your intercessor before the Christ God,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis

CHRISTMAS GIFT

NAME / IN NAME OF:

ADDRESS:

CITY /| STATE: ZIP

Christmas Donation $
Make your check payable to: Most Holy Theotokos Church
Please Mail to: 2148 Michelson Drive

Irvine, CA 92612 THANK You |

h______________________-




Pohewse XpucrtoBo

bor Hac cTBapa kpo3 Xpucra u 3a XpuCTa, jep CBE IITO je mocTano, tbera paau je mocramno, a OH HI
panu yera, kako cseoun cBet Makcum McnoBeauuk. To 3Haun fna je XpucTtoc cMmucao nocrtojama csera!l bor
MOCTaje YOBEK Ja OM YOBEK M CBa TBOPEBMHA OCTBapWiia HAa3HAUCHE CBOT IOCTOjama, IHJb PAaId KOJer Cy
CTBOPEHH, a TO je 000KEHhEe YOBEKA U BEYHO IOCTOjarhe CBE TBApPH, LIEJIOKYITHOT CTBOPEHOI CBETA Y JbYOaBHOM
jenuHcTBY ca borom. IlapcTBo HeGecko Koje YeKkaMo M pajid KOjer CMO M CTBOPEHH Hehe OWTH HUIITA APYTO 110
CKYTI, jeIIMHCTBO, 3ajeHHIIA, ca0pame CBUX BEPHHX y XpHCTy, OIHOCHO Temo XpHUCTOBO KOjeM je TiiaBa
Xpucroc, ainy Koje caunmaBaMo 1 cBu Mu npudenthyjyhu ce Teiaom u Kpeipy Hberoum Ha cBetoj Jlutypruju.

butn xpumhanuH 3Ha4M KMBETH Kao XpHUIINaHWH, XUBETH XPHUCTa, a HE CaMO HAa3MBaTH ce
XpUIIhaHMHOM M TO cBOje XpUIThaHCTBO CBOJWTH Ha TO IITO CMO HEKAJ Y XKHMBOTY KPINTEHH, INTO HOCTHMO
banwu nan u Benuku Ilerak (wim jomr Kojy ceAMHUIy y TOIMHH aKO KEITUMO Ja C€ MPUYECTUMO), U KOJ Hac
Cpba Ha cliaB/bEHE ClIaBe.

butn xpumhaHuH je HaYMH KMBOTA OHOT KO C€ Ha3MBa XpHUIINAHWHOM, CBAKOJAHEBHO HCIIOBEIAME
Xpucrta camMuM CBOjUM >KMBOTOM, a TIpe CBera OYKBajgHO XHUBJbewmhe Xpucra y Cseroj Jluryprujw,
npuyenthyjyhu ce Temom u Kpepy XpucroBom, camum Xpucrom. JlyOune xpuimhancTBa ce HU HE MOTY
pazyMeTu 00jeKTUBHO, O€3 JJ0’)KHBJbaja, TO JeCT BaH XPHUCTA.

YnpaBo W3 OBOr paziora mTo OWTH XpuimhaHWH 3HAYM HMMaTd ca boroMm >XUB, JIMYHU OJHOC,
ydectBoBaTH y Ibemy, bor m cmmasm meh)y Hac m mocraje jemaH oa Hac, na OMCMO Ta HAJIIPUCHUjE H
HajONUIUBMBH]E KUBENH, U bume ce u camu o60xuinu. Ho, Hame yuectBoBame y bory u Tme Hamie 000xeme
HE MOCTIKE Ce MEXaHMYKUM MpHueIhnBameM, Kao Jia je TO HeKM MarkjCKy 9MH — Ja KaJl ce MPHYECTUMO OHMA
ce ayToMaTcku 000)kuMo, 6e3 003upa Aa M MU 3aucCTa KUBUMO XPHUCTA, OJXHOCHO JIa JIW CBOJUM YKMBOTOM H
BaH TUX CaT WM JBa MPOBEACHNX Ha JINTYpruju 3ancra cBe1o4nMo aa cMo xpuirhanu - XpuCTOBH JbYIH.

HapaBho na ce 0e3 mpuyenthuBama XpHCTOM HE MOXKEMO Ha3WBaTH XpullhaHMMa HUTH CE€ MOXKEMO
crmacTy, jep u cam Xpucrtoc kaxe: "Ja cam Bpara; ako ko yhe kpo3a me crnamthe ce, u yhu he u m3uhu he, n namry
he mahu" (Joan 10,9), anmu ako xohemo aa cMo xpuirhanu, OHIa CMO TO 1I€0 KUBOT U CBUM CBOjuUM Ouhem, a He
MOBPEMEHO U JISIMMUYHO, jep je TO OHJa HEMCKPEHO M HHje MOTIyHa Jby0aB. Xpucroc Kaxke na he mo jpydaBu
Jby/IM TIO3HATH J]a JIM CMO HeroBH, jep je OH cam u3Bop Jpy0aBu: "OBoO je 3amoBHjecT Moja: Aa JbyOuTe jeaHu
JpyTre Kao mTo ja Bac Jbyoum" (JoBan 15,12).

To je ancypn boxwuje sbybaBu, ma TBopam mocraje TBOpeBHHA Aa OW MPUTPIMO CBY TBOPEBHHY,
Oe3rpannyHa Jby0aB bokHja K0joM Hac JbyOHM 03 MKAaKBOT OCTAaTKa W Y3JIP>KaHOCTH: HUIITA HAM Mame bor He
naje, Beh OHO HajBMIIE ILITO C€ MOXKE JaTu y JbyOaBH, a To je camora CeGe! "Jep bor Tako 3aBosbe cBujeT",
ceenoun JeBanheswe, "ma je CuHa cBojera JequHOpogHOTA 120, 1a CBAKH KOjU Bjepyje y Ibera He TOTHHE, HeTo
na uma xuBoT BjeuHu" (JoBan 3,16). Ortan je 3aTo CuHa cBora rnociao y cBet, jep je Cun jby6as OueBa, 1a HU
jenan on Hac Jbyu BoXHjuX HE TpormagHe, He OCTaHe y CMPTH, HETO J]a CBH MMaMO XKMBOT BEUHH, U TO HE OMIIO
KakaB >KMBOT BEeuHH, jep he BeuaH OuTH W makao 3a Koju Hac bor Huje cTBOpmO - *xuByha cMpT erousma u
HEOJTHOCA ca APYTUM, Beh J1a BEUHO )KMBUMO y JbyOaBHO] 3ajeHUIH ca boroM u ca cBoM TBapw.

Cun Bboxwuju nocraje yoBek He npectajyhu 6utu bor, cjenumyjyhu y ceOu cTBOpeHO ca HECTBOPEHUM, U
Tako ocTtBapyjyhu mmse ctBapama cBera. Ha Hama je ma, ako jKeIrMo, CI000IHO CTYITUMO, MTOCTaHEMO JI€0, Tj.
NPUYECTHMO CE€ OBOM jeJMHCTBY CTBOpeHOT cBeTa u bora y Temy XpucrtoBoM, koje je Llpksa. ITomro OTtan
Be4HO JbyOn CHHa, 1 Hac JbyOu kao cBora CuHa Kpo3 KOjer Hac M CTBapa, KOjer HaM IIajbe Y CBET U y KOjeM Hac
NO3Haje, ako Hac Hema y Temy XpucToBoMm, Tj. ako He xuBUMO Xpucta y Lpksu, Ortar Hac Hehe npeno3Hatn
Kao cBoje, kao cBor Cuna. Ctora Tpebamo BpaTutu Xpucta y boxkuh, Kao mTo HamoMumy caBpeMeHH Or 300T
HauMHa Ha KOjU C€ JaHac 4YecTo mpociaBiba boxwuh, kao obmyaj a BaH Xpucta 1 MuUMO XpucTa, BaH Tena
XpHUCTOBOT.

Bbosxuh, ka0 u cBu Opyru mpasHHIM, MPOCIaBiba Ce HAjIpe JUTYPTUjckH, y Temy XpucrtoBoMm, jep ce
yIpaBo Ty W Haja3zu cMucao boxknha u cBakor xpunthanckor nmpa3Huka, J1a ce moOeInu CMPT U OCTBApH Jby0aBHO
jenmHcTBO bora m cBeTa, a cBako ApPYro NMpa3HOBAaHmE jeCT€ CMUCIECHO W MCTHHCKO TMPa3HOBAWmC NMpa3HUKA H
Xpucra y mpa3HUKY caMO aKO W3BHPE M3 JUTYPIHjCKOT MPa3HOBamka Kao HErOBO HACTABIbAKHE.

Aunekcanpipa Tonanosuh
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Events:
Parish Slava By David Williams

On Sunday September 20" our community celebrated its Parish Slava for the Nativity of the Mother of God. The
Hierarchical Divine liturgy for the feast was celebrated by his Grace Bishop Maxim of Western America, Fr. Blasko,
Hieromonk Jovan and Deacon Thomas of Saint Barnabus Antiochian Church in Costa Mesa. Our renowned concert choir
Istochnik sang the responses for the Liturgy and cultivated a prayerful atmosphere which many people commented on
positively later in the day.

The liturgy was well attended by our own parishioners as well as many visitors. Among our guests was the esteemed
Orthodox professor, philosopher and Theologian Dr. Christos Yannaras. Dr. Yannaras gave a short lecture on Agape (The
love of Christ) as a community and the Church as a living manifestation of God's love. He elaborated by using the loving
relationship of the Holy Trinity as communion and an example of the unity of the ecclesia. This communion of love he
said is what made him feel very much at home with us here in Orange County.

After his lecture Dr. Yannaras answered several questions covering topics ranging from the global economy to the
unselfish love that Saint Paul spoke of in Corinthians, "And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the poor], and though I
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”

Plan Ahead:
e FEBRUARY 13, 2011, 12:30pm

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

You are hereby invited to attend the Annual Meeting of our Parish, which will be held at our Parish Center, 2148
Michelson Dr., Irvine, California, on Sunday, February 13, 2011, following the Divine Liturgy and lunch. It is imperative
that all of our faithful attend this meeting to discuss the many important matters about the future of our Parish. The Parish
Board will present the financial statement for 2010, and a budget proposal for 2011.

Please invite all Orange County Serbian Orthodox people to join you. Also, it is essential that you submit your
Parishioner Application and Stewardship Pledge Forms before the meeting to become a member in good standing. If you
do not have these Forms, please contact Fr. Blasko @ (949) 830-5480. In anticipation of your presence at this meeting,
we remain,

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest

Zika Tatalovic, President

PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections for the 2011 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting on February 13, 2011.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates in the sacramental
life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the Gospel and the canons of the
Church and has been a member of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any unreasonable burden.
We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-term plans. If you would like to serve
Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board, please contact Zika Tatalovic, Board President, any member of the
current Board, or our Parish Priest, Fr. Blasko Paraklis.
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Not “Can we?”, but “HOW can we?”

The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough
of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work. (2 Cor 9:6-8)

There are three common misconceptions about church life and budgeting:

e Our budget drives our programs.
e People will give if they understand what the Church needs.
e The best way to budget is on an annual basis.

Our budget drives our programs

One way of looking at the budget process, whether it be a modest family budget, a small parish budget or the budget of

the Church, is to simply project income for the coming year and say, “What can we do with that money?” Certainly, no

one can stay solvent for long by spending more than is coming in. That’s true whether the amount is $25,000, $250,000,
or $2.5 million!

The problem with this approach is that it doesn’t take into account what needs to be done. There are two basic approaches
to meeting needs that can be followed: first, we can decide that we have maximized our income (there is no more income
anywhere to find), so we bite the bullet and slash the budget, even though it is bare and minimal and all the spending vital
to performing our mission. Or second, we decide that the directed spending is important and probably even inadequate, so
we invest time and effort into developing new streams of revenue, different from those that we might consider tapped out
in order to expand and deepen our work.

If a family knows that college expenses are coming up and there is no money for it, the choice must be made: either
expand income to meet the needs or forego college. If college is important, a second job might be taken, or loans applied
for, with a payment plan that fits into the budget. If we know that everything in our budget is essential to meeting the day-
to-day needs of our organization and to ministering to each and every individual, the challenge we have then is to give
generously so that the needs of the parish might be met. As we look at the future growth and needs of the parish, we must
devote efforts and current resources towards generating the necessary future resources to do that work.

People will give if they understand what the Church needs

Another approach to giving is the attitude that “if they only understand what we are doing and why we are doing it, they
will give.” This approach is based on the assumption that people give in response to information, not inspiration.

The problem with this approach is that it ignores the basic principle of Christian giving. That principle is that we give
from our blessings to the Church and others because God gave first. His gifts to us are unconditional and to reflect Him,
we must be unconditional givers also. When we try to get people to give simply by explaining how the budget meets the
needs of the parish, we do not inspire anyone. We run into serious problems when others do not agree with the priorities
that we have established for the parish. We can spend time and effort trying to convince others of the budgeting priorities.
But if they remain unconvinced, the budget suffers.

This approach might work for special projects (building programs, etc.), but it can cripple annual budgeting and normal
day-to-day needs. When the Church inspires people, great things happen, but when we simply try to sell people the budget
(i.e., “you people have to give more, we can’t pay our bills!”), it fails.

The best way to budget is on an annual basis

It was not so long ago that it was not uncommon for parishes and smaller organizations to “fly by the seat of their pants”
without budgets. What came in was spent as needs arose. So to speak about annual budgets is a step forward and at least
shows some effort at planning. But the problem with annual budgets is that they tend to be shortsighted, great for
immediate needs but lacking in vision and effort at growth and the future needs of a vibrant community. Every dynamic
growing entity, whether church or some other type of organization, has one thing in common: a short-, medium- and long-
range vision. If our vision is to subsist and survive, then annual budgets are more than adequate for that vision.

Not “Can We?” but “HOW Can We?”

To put energy and focus into our budgeting processes, we must begin with a vision of where we want to be and then not
ask, “Can we?” but look at it positively and ask, “How can we get there?” We must begin with long-term budgeting —
dream big and clarify goals and objectives. Through prayer, brainstorming and effort ask, “What does God want us to ac-
complish?”
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Then we must prioritize objectives. Despite our best efforts, resources are not infinite. We then ask, “If we can accomplish
only one of our goals in the next three years, what would it be?”” Once we answer that question, we must begin to plan
short-term to meet long-term goals. Very little that we do in the Church is for only one year, so why do we plan that way?

Part of visionary planning would be to explore what can be done with more. Instead of just discussing and passing a
budget that shows with “a” we can do “b”, we can show future goals by demonstrating that with “c” we can do “d”, and
with “y” we can do “z.”

The core of administrative work in the Church is ministry. Lots of good things get done when adequate funding is
provided. By not using the budgeting process properly and failing to inspire our faithful, we are indeed “sowing
sparingly.” Why should we be surprised when we “reap sparingly”? Trying to fit spending into income is backwards and
antithetical to the Gospel. Church budgeting should be visionary; trying to expand income into the spending needed to
accomplish the Mission of Christ in the world.

God, through His apostle, has told us that when we give cheerfully, He provides everything necessary so that we can give
abundantly. A visionary budgeting process is our faithful response to His promise. As we ponder the Gift of the new-born
Christ about to be celebrated in our midst, it would be good to reflect on how we offer gifts to Him. And how we plan the
use of those gifts. By Fr. John J. D.

STEWARDSHIP

“How will we repay the Lord for all that He has given us?” - St. Basil the Great

| am writing you dear Brothers and Sisters to announce our 2011 Stewardship Drive and to ask for your much needed
participation. As Stewards of God’s Church on earth we are given the responsibility and the privilege of holding onto that
which has been freely given us and to make sure our Holy Orthodox Faith is passed on to the next generation. At the Most
Holy Theotokos Church we strive to not only be stewards of God’s Holy Church but to also proclaim the Gospel.

We need improvement in our financial situation! We are still striving to totally support our budget from the faithful. We
still have a way to go and with your prayerful consideration and participation we can make this a reality. We will continue
to ask every working individual at our Community to become a steward at our Church. The stewardship money supports
the operation of the parish and a portion of it goes to our Diocesan assessment. We would also like to begin some projects
that are necessary for our Building Fund. We have the ability and the mandate to be responsible stewards of our church.

It is with this in mind that I humbly ask you to pledge your stewardship for the upcoming year.

You know the best your financial situation. Whatever you do, do it from the heart. All I can ask is that you consider and
pray about our request for the support of the church. Only you know what you are able to give and whatever you choose
to contribute will be appreciated. February 13, 2011 is a Stewardship Sunday and the annual meeting of the Parish. Please
fill out the Stewardship Form enclosed below, (available on or web site), mail it to us before February 13" or bring it with
you to the Annual Meeting.

2011 Stewardship Pledge Form

This commitment | make NAME:

to secure a Christ-centered ADDRESS:

life for myself and my family. CITY, STATE, ZIP:

...to return to God the TELEPHONE:

first fruits from the gifts E-MAIL ADDRESS:

He has bestowed upon me. | COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH
...to assist my Lord in CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

the mission of spreading TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2011: $

His Gospel.

...to anchor my personal Tobepaid:  weekly  monthly  quarterly  in full
commitment in Christ, and

to do my share in serving SIGNED DATE
His people.
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at 10:00 am every
Sunday and on major Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive, Irvine.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm: Lunch

Vespers service followed by the Sacrament of Holy
Confession will be served every Saturday @ 5:00 pm and on
the eve of major Feast days at 7:00 pm. Akathist Service to
the Mother of God is served on Fridays at 7:00 PM

Adult Class Bible Study-discussion group meets regularly on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. The last meeting of this class for the
year 2010 will be on Wednesday evening, December 29™.
Classes will resume in February.

JANUARY 6™ BAIILE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 6:30 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten Dinner following church
services (OcBeheme Gagmaka 1 BeUepa mocie BeUephe Cyxoe)
Parents, please arrive with your children by 6:00 pm.

JANUARY 7" BOXHWH - NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST - CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. and Christmas lunch
following.

JANUARY 8™ Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos —
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 9™ St. Stephen the First Archdeacon and
Martyr — Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 13"

SERBIAN NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

Serbian New Year’s celebration will be held at the Andrei’s
Restaurant in Irvine. See enclosed flyer!

JANUARY 14™ St. Basil the Great — New Year's Day —
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 14" @ 7:00 pm Akathist to the Mother
of God with the Myrrthstreaming Icon from Hawaii.
This wonderworking Icon (a paper copy of the
Myrrhstreaming Montreal-Iveron Icon), in a span of just under
three years, has healed, through the grace of God, a great
many of spiritual and physical sufferings, including; cancer,
blindness, kidney failure, demonic possession, etc.

JANUARY 15™ Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am in the
presence of the Myrrthstreaming icon from Hawaii.
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NO FASTING FROM JANUARY 7" THROUGH
AND INCLUDING JANUARY 17" ...

In celebration of Christmas we do not fast at all (even on
Wednesdays and Fridays) from January 7 through and
including January 17. On January 18, however, we fast
rigorously (no meat/poultry, dairy products/eggs or fish) in
preparation for the Feast of Epiphany on January 19",

JANUARY 18™ Theophany Eve — Kperosyan
Divine Liturgy &Great Blessing of Water 10:00 a.m.
Bring your empty bottles for holy water.

JANUARY 19" Theophany — Borojaememe.
Divine Liturgy 10:00am Followed by Great blessing of Water.

JANUARY 20™ St. John the Baptist - Divine
Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

OSVECENJE VODICOM - EPIPHANY HOME
BLESSINGS TO BEGIN JANUARY 18

This service is essentially the “consecrating” of one’s home
and/or business, a marking off and consecration of one’s
living space and/or working space that declares your home and
work and all who live in it as belonging to Christ! It coincides
with the New Year and allows us to rededicate, renew and
fortify not only ourselves with the blessings of the Epiphany
but also our homes and work places. Those wishing to have
their home and/or workplace blessed during this period are
asked to contact Fr. Blasko at his home number at (949) 830-
5480 or at email: OBlasko@aol.com

PREPARATION FOR ST. SAVA PROGRAM 1Ifyou
want your child to participate in the St. Sava program, please
contact Fr. Blasko at (949) 830-5480 or Sanja Rakonjac at
(714) 723-2303 as soon as possible. All children who are
participating in the St. Sava program must attend rehearsals
regularly.

JANUARY 23" ST. SAVA OBSERVANCE
We shall hold our St. Sava celebration on Sunday, January
23" The Divine Liturgy as usual will start at 10:00 a.m.
Banquet and children's program will follow Divine Liturgy. If
you want your child to participate in St. Sava’s children
program please contact Sanja Rakonjac at (714) 723-2303, or
Fr. Blasko at (949) 830-5480 as soon as possible.

JANUARY 27 ST.SAVA
Divine Liturgy at 10:0 a.m

JANUARY 30™ Spiritual Concert of our Choir Istochnik at
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, in Irvine @ 11:30am

FEBRUARY 12" CABOP CB.TPU JEPAPXA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY HIERARCHS Cs.
Jlurypruja mouehe y 10:00am wacosa npe nogre. The Holy
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 15™ CPETEBE I'OCIIOOBLE -
MEETING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN THE
TEMPLE — Presentation. Cs. JIutypruja nouehe y 10:00am
yacosa nipe noee. Holy Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00
a.m.
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GREAT LENT Great Lent starts on Monday,

March 7", and will end on Easter Sunday, April 24™

LENT: SUFFERING AND ASCETIC EFFORT
Father Alexander Elchaninov

However just and pure a man may be, there is always an
element of sin in him which cannot enter the Kingdom of God
and which must be burned up. Our sins are burned up by our
sufferings.

Our love of God is measured by our willingness to accept
sufferings and misfortunes and to see in them the hand of God.
We can find support in the fact that these sufferings are also
the measure of the love that God bears us.

Sweat, tears, blood ... If sweat is accompanied by inner
rebellion, anger, murmuring; if tears are caused by pain,
offence, rage; if blood is shed without faith — the soul will
not obtain any benefit. But if all this is accomplished in a spirit
of obedience, contrition and faith, it purifies and elevates us.

The world is crooked and God straightens it. That is why
Christ suffered (and still suffers), as well as all the martyrs,
confessors and saints — and we who love Christ cannot but
suffer as well.

Illness has taught me a great deal. It has confirmed me even
more deeply in the conviction that if a man is with Christ, then
he is with suffering, and that there is no other way for the
Christian than the way of pain, inward and outward. And as I
thought of the innocent suffering in the world, I said to myself
that through such undeserved, innocent suffering the invisible
Kingdom of God is built up, his suffering Body — the Church
of God — is created and gathered into unity.

The fast prescribed by our holy Orthodox Church for the
Lenten period is as follows: during the first and last week
of the fast, no meat, poultry, dairy products, eggs, fish,
wine or oil are eaten.

On other days, we abstain from meat, poultry, dairy products
(including eggs); but shell-seafood, wine and oil are
permitted. With prayer and fasting, we can bring ourselves
closer to God. With participation in the Holy Sacraments of
Confession and Communion, we become united with God.

Through our Lenten efforts, we look with anticipation and joy
towards the coming of the Resurrection of Christ. Finally, our
hearts are filled with joy because we realize the beneficence of
God. In order to truly experience the joy of Resurrection,
please make every effort to fast according to the best of your
ability and to partake in the Sacraments of Holy Confession
and Communion during this season on a regular basis. Most
especially I urge the parents to prepare their children to
receive Holy Communion as often as possible.

The Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts will be served on
Wednesdays and Fridays during Lenten Season. The
Presanctified Divine Liturgy will be served on Wednesdays
at 10:00 am and on Fridays at 5:00am. The Great Cannon
of St. Andrew will be served every evening during the First
week of Lent at 7:00pm.

Details about Lenten services will be posted on our Web
site on the monthly calendar.
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FOOD COLLECTION PROJECT FOR
HOMELESS AT OUR PARISH

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

As most of you already know that in the month of October at
the Orthodox Clergy meeting it was decided that all Orthodox
Churches help the needy families in Orange County by
preparing a meal for those who are in special centers due to
the loss of jobs and houses. Our Church prepares a meal
together with St. Mark Orthodox Church in Irvine every 6
weeks. The first time we served a meal on November 7th. Our
next turn is the Sunday, December 19th. The last time we fed
about 100 - 150 people in a center in Anaheim. I am very
grateful to all the people who helped the last time. We need
volunteers to help prepare the food, to serve the food in the
evening and the people able and willing to donate food or
money for this project on Dec. 19th.

No doubt that our Church is always ready to help the needy
families from our Community first. In the past when both
parents lost their jobs our church help them financially for the
rent, food, etc. If there are any families in our community who
need such or any other help please do not hesitate to call me
right away. Various people have been calling asking for jobs
and other needs and I have been assisting the needy in our
community as much as I can, by making the contacts and
asking other people who can help. To help the needy is the
primary task of the Church and I want you to know that I as a
priest and our Church is willing to help as much as we can the
needy members and parishioners of our Church. The Church
needs to help the community in general as well. It is a blessing
for all of us to be part of the program and help the needy
families by feeding them every six weeks. Also, every Sunday
we have our own charity program where you can donate food
which we take to Salvation Army in Santa Ana for the
homeless.The 2011 dates our Parish is scheduled to serve at
are January 30, March 13, April 24, June 5, July 17 and
August 28. Please let me know in what way can you help!

May God bless you for your generosity and act of charity!
With love in Christ,
Fr. Blasko

More info. About FOCUS OC website; www.focus.org

Our Parish has sponsored an independent homeless project
every Sunday. We collect any food, fresh or canned, which we
ask you place on the table located next to the playroom. We
gather all your donations along with the left-overs from

our parish meals and the change from the collection box on the
same table, and donate it all to the Salvation Army Shelter
located in our neighborhood.

We urge you to leave food each week on that table. If you
would like to help deliver it to the shelter, please tell Fr.
Blasko, Danijela or Sanja. It is such a great help. Big thank-
you's to Igor and John for delivering our donations. Check
your fridge and cupboards before coming to Church on
Sundays and bring whatever you possibly can donate.
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Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos
Serbian Orthodox Parish of Orange County, California

Invites You to a Dinner-Dance

SERIBIAN
NEW AEBAR
ChIEBBRAT IOINY

Thursday, January 13, 2011

£ Cotktal'ls: 6:30 pm
~ Dinner: 7:30 pm

| e Great Food

e Dinner & Admission
- e Advance Reservations:
$75 Adults — Includes Dinner & Admission
< * Tickets @ Door:
B ~ $100 Adults — Includes Dinner & Admission

PN I T N S 0 PLEASE RSVP by Jan. 10th...
. Email to: OBlasko@aol.com
OR Buy Advance Tickets
at Parish Center on
OR Mail Payment to the Parish @
2148 Michelson, Irvine, CA 92612
We Expect a Big Turnout!
Last Year Sold Out! RSVP Soon!
- For More Information Call:
. Fr. Blasko Paraklis at (949) 830-5480

* | am unable to attend, enclosed is my donation
in the amount of $

Name:

Address:

| City, State, Zip

yable to Nativity of the Most Theotokos Church,
chelson Dr., Irvine CA 92612
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Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church
2148 Michelson Drive
Irvine, CA 92612

JOVANA JERINIC

Certified Public Accountant

Tel: 949.415.5415

jovana@jj-cpa.com
www. jj-cpa.com

... “Refer”’ItFoward with
PayltFoward...

Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
follovring services to small businesses and individuals:

TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS For more information visit
ACCOUNTING PAYROLL www.PavIltForwardSoCal.com
BOOKKEEFPING BUSIMESS COMSULTIMG

DIRECTIONS...t0 the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park
2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine
Between MacArthur & Von Karman

Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South.

We are your resource for competitive airfares & convenient Exit at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto
routings to ALL former ex-YU destinations & beyond... MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont.
_ . Parish Center on right side of street.
To plan your next trip, contact us by email at: From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at
info@valueair.com Jamboree Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway
bridge to turn right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman.
(866) YU-GO-AIR  (866) 984-6247 Parish Center on left side of street.
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