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From the Church Fathers

Below are extracts from a sermon delivered on the Feast of Our Lord’s Nativity, ascribed to St. John Chrysostom.
The opening is a model of rhapsodic prose, a treasured style of past centuries. The Sunday Sermons of the Great
Fathers, 4 Volumes, tr. & ed. M.F. Toal, pp.110-117 (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2000).

behold a new and
Iwondrous mys-

tery. My ears re-
sound to the Shep-
herd’s song, piping no
soft melody, but
chanting full forth a
heavenly hymn. The
Angels sing. The Arch-
angels blend their
voice in harmony. The
Cherubim hymn their
joyful praise. The Ser-
aphim exalt His glory.
All join to praise this
holy feast, beholding
the Godhead here on earth, and man in heaven. He Who
is above, now for our redemption dwells here below; and
he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised.

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven: hearing from
the stars the singing of angelic voices, and in place of the
sun, enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of Justice.

And ask not how: for
where God wills, the
order of nature yields.
For He willed, He had
the power, He de-
scended, He rede-
emed; all things move
in obedience to God.
This day He Who is, is
Born; and He Who is,
becomes what He was
not. For When He was
God, He became man;
yet not departing from
the Godhead that is
His. Nor yet by any
loss of divinity became He man, nor through increase be-
came He God from man; but being the Word He became
flesh, His nature, because of impassibility, remaining un-
changed...

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the
heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bringing



with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dom-
inations, nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treading a
new and solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless
womb.

Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them de-
prived of His care, nor because of His Incarnation has He
departed from the Godhead. And behold kings have
come, that they may adore the heavenly King of glory; sol-
diers, that they might serve the Leader of the Hosts of
Heaven; women, that they might adore Him Who was
born of a woman so that He might change the pains of
childbirth into joy; virgins, to the Son of the Virgin, be-
holding with joy, that He Who is the Giver of milk, Who
has decreed that the fountains of the breast pour forth in
ready streams, receives from a Virgin Mother the food of
infancy; infants, that they may adore Him Who became a
little child, so that out of the mouth of infants and of suck-
lings, He might perfect praise; children, to the Child Who
raised up martyrs through the rage of Herod; men, to Him
Who became man, that He might heal the miseries of His
servants; shepherds, to the Good Shepherd Who has laid
down His life for His sheep; priests, to Him Who has be-
come a High Priest according to the order of Melchi-
sedech; servants, to Him Who took upon Himself the

form of a servant that He might bless our servitude with
the reward of freedom; fishermen, to Him Who from
amongst fishermen chose catchers of men; publicans, to
Him Who from amongst them named a chosen Evange-
list; sinful women, to Him Who exposed His Feet to the
tears of the repentant; and that I may embrace them all
together, all sinners have come, that they may look upon
the Lamb of God Who taketh away the sins of the world.

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to
you? For this wonder fills me with astonishment. The An-
cient of Days has become an infant. He Who sits upon the
sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And
He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without com-
plexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of
men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now
bound by an infant’s bands. But he has decreed that igno-
miny shall become honor, infamy be clothed with glory,
and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness. For
this He assumed my body, that I might become capable of
His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His Spirit; and so
He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the trea-
sure of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me
His Spirit, that He may save me.

* bOI, BPUJEME M YOBJEK <

(Xpucro

or ce yrmrhe y BpujeMe fja 61 4oBjeka 0710607110 Of

BpeMeHa. Pobeme (XpucrtoBo) y BpemeHy jecte jefan

pe3 y BpeMeHy, OHO 1100Mja TOK BpeMeHa, BpeMeHOCT
Kao poOoBambe ,,IPeTXORHOM I ,,HapenHoM . bor ce jegHoM
IyKOTMHOM MoryhHocTu ymmhe y mojaBHy CTBapHOCT — a
MoryhHocT je mraHM ofgHOC ca Fbum; Poheme je jenna myko-
TIHA y 00jeKTUBHOj BpPeMeHOCTH, Koja (IIyKOTVMHA) OTKpYBa
6e3aMMeH31jaTHO BpyjeMe IMIHOT OfJHOCA, IIPeBasuIaKeha
BpeMeHa y 6e3rpaHIYHO]j CaIAlIbOCTH 3ajefHNIIe Y /byOaBIL.
be3 Bora, 6e3 mruHor ofHoca 1 yriyheHocTt Ha par excellence
MMYHOCHY JIpyrojaumjoct, 4oBjeK IOCTaje BpyjeMe, jeflaH
U3MjepuBM IpoLiecC Hampenyjyher Mujemama: Mjepa mwero-
BOT >XMBOTA jeCy MUjemarmbe Ka0 BPeMEHOCT U BPEMEHOCT
Kao npomabuBocT. bes Bora, 4oBjek mocTaje o6jexar koju
je y mormyHocTu ofipeh)eH BpeMEHOM M MOTYMHEEH MCTOM:
Ha HallleM OBJJAIllbeM, TEXOHOJIOIIKOM je3MKY peKIu 6u cMo
Jla 4OBjeK II0CTaje KOHKPeTHAa BPEMEHCKa jefyHKa IpOu3-

Janapac)

BOJIb€ VI M3MjE€PEHO TpPajarbe MOTPOLIbE — /bY/ICKU XKUBOT
II0CTaje OCcaM 4YacoBa, OTPAaHMYEHO BPEMEHCKO Ipubjera-
Bambe ,Pa30HONN , TONVIIY IPUXOAM ¥ TOFMIIILY PacXo-
JiVi, TIEH3MOHEPCKO 706a, M Ha Kpajy ABa JaTyMma: JaTyM
pohema 1 gaTym cMpTH.

Poheme XpucroBo nobuja Bpujeme, 3aTo IITO Y BpujeMe
YBOAM BjeYHOCT ,IIPUPOfHE 3ajenHuIle 4yoBjeka u bora.
Bjeunoct Huje MaTepujamHO BpyjeMe Y HEKOM CBOM 6ecKo-
HAaYHOM IIPOAy’>KaBarby, HETO CafallbOCT JTMYHOT OfJHOCA,
6e3auMesnoHanuy gorahaj sajegHuLe y ;by6aBu, faKie oHaj
Ha4uH H0CiH0jarba KOjy TIOHOBO YCIIOCTaB/ba YOBjeKa y Iy-
Hohu merose MMYHOCHE VICTVHE, U3HAJ, CBaKe OrPaHNYeHo-
CTV BpeMEeHOM, ITPOCTOPOM WM Hpomnajbusouihy mpyupo-
fie. YHyTap nuTyprujckor BpeMeHa LIpkse, Bjepau ce gotu-
9y yKyca TOT OHEBEIUTaCTBEHOBAHOI BpEeMEHa JIMYHE 3ajefl-
Hune. CBaKy TUTUPIUjCKO-eBXaPUCTHjCKU CKYTI HUje TIOHa-
B/bare, ONOHALIAIbE,

HUTU CHMMBOJ/IN30Bakbe, HETO Halle
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xuso yuenthe y Tujeny XpucToBowm, y YnimbeHNIN ,TIPUPOS-
HOT yjenumema bora 1 yoBjeka. A Ha rpaHMIIaMa TOT JIO-
rabaja mponuroct, cagammoct u 6yayhHOCT ce caxnmajy y
HENOCPENHOCT MPUCYCTBA: EBXapucTHjy IPMHOCHMO CBU
CKYTIa; XMBHU U YIIOKOj€HM, IIPOPOLM ¥ MY4YEHULH, IIPETIOo-
NOOHM U VICIIOBje[HMIM, IIPAOLY, ANOCTONN, 3ajefHO ca
HaMa, OBJALIBIM LAPUHUIMMA, Pa30OjHUIMMA U TIPOCTH-
TYTKaMa — CBU IPUCYTHM ,,IIpef miueM  boxujuM, y Hero-
CPEeNHOCTM IMYHOT offHOca ca Ibum. Bjeunocr Lipkse ce He
TyMaun (70 jeIMHO PeTaTMBHO U CIMKOBHO) GMIOCOBCKNM
nojMoM ,,6ecMpTHOCTH payure‘, IIpkBa He cmacaBa ,JyX',
HETO IIMj€JIora YOBjeKa, OHAKBOT KaKBVM Ia je XpUCTOC IIpH-
Muo y cBoM borodosjedanckom Tujeny: Bjednoct sa IpkBy
jeceTe HENOCpPENHO MCKYCTBO IpeoOpakaBama BpeMeHa Y
nepcrexTusama [lorahaja cracemwa, OBamiohemwa Xpucro-
BOT CaBPEMEHOT NPYCYCTBa Tujena Koje BpIIM €BXapUCTHjy.

Pobeme XpuctoBo nmobuja BpujeMe 3aTo MITO BPEMEHCKM
cmvjen forahaja mpeTBapa y IPasHMYHO CBjelOYaHCTBO
CaJlalIbOCTH CTIacerba. YIIOCPeso ca, U, y CYLIITHHM, U3BaH U
M3HAJl aCTPOHOMCKOT BpeMeHa M3Mjep/biBe IpOoIaj/biBO-
ctu, lIpKBa MMa CBOj LIMK/TYC BpeMeHa, IPasHIIHI LIUKTYC
PajiocTy, PafioCcT WeHOT JeBaHbeba apTHUKyMMCaHy y BUAY
CBaKOJHEBHOT IpasHMKa. [JMKIIyC meHuX MpasHUKa je Io-
KpeTaH U HEIIOKPETaH — HENPEMjeCTUBO KPeTarbe M OKPeT-
Ha cranHocT — boxkuh, borojasmeme, Backpc, [lenecetHn-
1, Ycnennje, Kpcrosan, Baseneme — jenan 3a [;pyrum mpe-
cjeu y XOPM3OHTa/THOM BPEMEHY IPONA[/bUBOCTY IIPO-
MjeHe, IepYOAMYHO IOHAB/bak-e KOje )XMBOT U BpMjeMe Cje-
IVbYje y HeM3MjeCTHBOM TeXUINTY Koje je [lorahaj criacema.
M cBake cemvmue Backpceme y Hefje/by, Ha IpaHMIIAMa
Opojuane myHohe 1 Hagunaxemwa OpojeBa KOjuX je cemam, u
CBAaKM JIaH LMKIIYC YacoBa (gHesHux Soiocnyxcetrva, il.i.) ca
IIOMEHOM HEKOT CBETUTEba, TPMjyM(POM jeTHOT TMIHOT y/Ia-
CKa y CaflalllbOCT BjeYHOCTM Kao LIEHTPOM — CBaKy JlaH
Ipas3HUK nobjene Hay cMphy.

Pobheme Xpucroso mobuja Bpujeme, 3aTo mro mobuja
VICTOPU]jy, Ty YTOINjy BpeMeHCKe O0jeKTMBHOCTM, U3MU-
LIJbEHY BjeYHOCT je[JHOT OKAMEHEHOT ,,IelllaBaTy ce” Koje je
CaTKaHO Off JbYACKUX CTPACTH, HaCU/ba, HaJIMETarba, VHTE-
peca, Off Y)KaCHOCTU MpXibe, Off 3BjepcTBa U3pab/byBama.
3aro ITO je MCTOpMja CaMO OHO INTO MOXe fia ce 0bjex-
TUBM3Yje Yy BpeMeHy, U 360r TOra HemoCPEefHOCT TMYHOT
OffHOCA U HHje ICTOpHja — GOrOCITy>Ketbe, Iby0aB, yMjeTHOCT,
MIONMTHKA Kao IpaBfia 1 camooppuame. Vl cBe oHe pojaBe
NMYHOT JKMBOTA KOjé OCTajy Kao pjeuuTy CIIOMEHMLU U
no6jehyjy Bpujeme, Hucy ncropujcku ¢pocunyu 00jeKTuBM-
3upann y cjehamy, Hero HemoCPeIHOCT IMIHOT IPHUCYCTBA,

HEeTIPEKUTHO aKTYe/THe MOTyhHOCTM IMYHOT yyemnha y xu-
BOTY. Poheme XpucroBo nobuja uctopujy jep /byACKO fe-
IIaBaTy ce 00yXBaTa y CafallllbOCT er3UCTEHINjaTHOT Of-
MepaBamba YOBjeKa ca ICTMHOM, )XMBOT M3pakaBa, 00yXBa-
Ta ICTMHOM U MICTUHY OTKOPMBA Kao XXMBOT. Tako ce ucTo-
pUja Kao HacTap/bambe IIOKa3yje Kao BUJ poboBama 06jek-
TUBHOM BPEMEHY, YOBj€K je Y OKBUPUMA UCTOPYje BPEMEH-
CKa jefjHKa, HOTYMHbeHa W OOy heHa Y OKBUPMMa 06jeK-
TUBHUX ,CTama" Koje je oxpebyjy, 6e3usnasHo sapobpeHa y
KaHXaMa JPYIITBEHOT OfiMjepaBama IpaBa 1 obasesa. Vc-
TOPUjy IpeIylmTaMo pyKaMa BeHNX BIYHIX TyMaya, CBUX
OHIX KOjyl 4OBjeKa Mjepe Kao BpyujeMe M BpujeMe Kao Ipo-
U3BOMIIbY, U XKMBOT Ka0 BPeMEHOCT IIOTPOILbe — KAIIUTa/IN-
CTVMIMa ¥ COLMjaINCTYIMA CBYX HUjaHCK (CBAKOT KOBA), y MC-
TOM BP3MHOM KOJIy BpeMéeHa — HOBIIa, M3BUTOIIEPEeHa Y0Bje-
Kay ,HOBaI" (CPeACTBO), 6110 1a Cy CpefcTBa 3a IIPOU3BOJ-
By Ip)KaBHA, OMI0 MpyBaTHA. XpUCTOC IPaBM pacljeln y
VcTopuju KopjeHnTyM pasnukosameM bora u hecapa, oBo-
CBjeTCKe OpraHusarje pajy fOOpor KMBOTA MHANBYAYeE 1
cno6ojie TMIYHOCHOT OCTBAPEa Y OKBYMPUMA 33jeTHNUILIE JbY-
6aBn.

Pobeme Xpucroso mobuja Bpujeme jep, mpobpaxxasajyhu
XeJby Y /by0aBHY ITyHONY Tpajama, m00Mja IPBEHCTBEHOCT
»TpenyTKa“. Xpucroc ce ,paba op [jeBe®, u To 6e3cjeMmeHo
pobeme uctuye u ocrBapyje /ydaB kao cBeoOyXBaTHO IPO-
XKMMarbe: Imjenu bor u nyjenn yoBjex ce HecMMBEHO, HEPas-
Tje/bUBO, HEM3MjEBIBO Y HEPA3[BOJHO CjeINIbYjy Y OKBU-
puMa nyHohe /by6aBHOT ,,13—CTyIamba, KOje je AjeBIIaHCKO,
jep je ocnmoboheno HeyToBMBE MHAMBUYANHE XKebe. OpaT-
Jie TIa Ha Jasbe, /by0aB IOCTaje ,,TajHA MpOjaB/buBamba je-
AMHCTBa XPUCTOBOT Ca YOBjeYaHCTBOM, ¥ CBaKa JbybasB je-
cTe jenHa MoryhHoCT ucnymasajyher Tpajama Kao JjjeBU4aH-
CTBO CaMOHaJMIaXema. Uexmwa ce ocmobaha BpemeHcke
BE3aHOCTH 3a ,TPEHYTakK', /by0aBHO BpujeMe BHIIE Huje
noHaB/bame [laHajcke Tpareduje, /byOaB IOHOBO IIOCTaje
moryhHocT fa 4oBjek usahe u3 camora cebe, 3 poncrsa
BPEMEHCKOT CIMjefla TPEHYTKA 4YeXIbe, A OCTBApU TajHY
3ajefHMIIe TIPUPOJIA Y OKBYPY /byOaBHOT CAaMOIIPYHONIEHA.

Bor ce ymmhe y Bpujeme fa 61 4oBjexa 0cmo60amo of
BpeMeHa. Ay, c106071a je yBUjeK jefiHa IMYHa MOIYhHOCT,
jellHa aKTya/M30BaHA —[MHAMMYKa NOTBPHA MCTUHE. 360T
Tora Poheme Xpucroso yBujex ocraje TajHa crpana u uy-
JieCHa, BjepOBaTHONA TMYHOT OTKPOBEha — He 00jeKTHBHOCT
Ipa3HMKa, Hero MoryhHoct ydemha y mpasHuKy u y BUIIes-
HaYHOM ,,0/TarocTamy".

(Bugocnos ép. 28, iog. 2003,
ca ipuxoi upesena Maja Pawosuh)
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Mup boxju,
Xpucroc ce popu!

Kao u ceaxe iogune y3necumo iiecme ga Upocnasumo ee-
nuku goiahaj poherwa Xpuciia Ciacuttierva gpaia épaho u
ceciipe. Buuie og mecey, gana Llpkea nac ciipema 3a 06adj
dpasHuk upequeHum xummama: Xpuciioc ce paha, tipocna-
suttie Ia! Xpucitioc ¢ Heda gonasu, gouexajiie Ia! Xpuciioc
je Ha semmu- ionocutnie ce! Ilogu)Xuitie ce u ycaspuasajitie
ce. Pazainana je mama inesa bosxcjei. Caga uma nexa iipo-
mue pana, ipexa u clipaciiu. YHuuiitienu cy okoeu poti-
Citi6a, CUHOBCITLBO je YCIiaHOBTbeHO.

Koja éu uckpena mygcka gywia ociiana xnagHokpexa
iipeg osum senuxum goiahajem, a ga He y3suxyje:

Cnasa wiu Iocitoge, wiitio ce Ha 3emmu poguo Xpucitioc!

Xpucitioc je Ha 3emmu - loHocuitie ce! Paciuuinie y Xpu-
ciny! lpyium pewuma nux Xpucitios Heka ce ypedce y 6auLy
gywy, y eawa cpya. Hexa gywa nawa yesrne 3a boiom xao
cyea 3emma 3a kuwiom. Hexa gywa nawa u cpue Haue
ycahyje y cebe ceaxy peu o Xpuciiy, o weiosom pohery u
Hayyu Fbeiosoj. Taga hemo ocetliuitiu Heotiucany pagocii.

Bepyjem, gpaia dpaho u cecitipe, ga hemo u mu He camo
ga Ia apocnasumo, eeh u ga Ia gouexamo u ga my ce io-
knoHuUMO. [la my fipurecemo Ha gap cee HUCitio U GoCciiojHO
winio moKemo Hahu y gywama Hawum. la my gamo cpue
Hawie xao dehuny u jacne, ga 6u ce ycenuo y Hac, ga Sucmo
MOIIU 3ajegHO Ca UETIOM 3eEM/bOM ga My 1e8amo C 8ecesbem
u ¢ pagocrom anhenckom iecmom: Cnaea boly Ha BUCUHU U
Ha 3emmpu mup, mehy wyguma godpa 8omwa.

Fbemy neka je cnasa u xeana, caga u ysex u y éexose
eexo6a. Amun!

Ca osum mucnuma xenum éam cpehine u dnaiocnosere
upasruke Ce. Poherwa Xpucitiosoi u nosy 2013. ioguny.

Baws monuitieenux iipeg
Boiomnagenyem
Xpucitiom
O. bramko
ITapaxmuc

Church Newsletter «

%2 Peace of God!

Christ is born!

The great event of the Nativity of Christ the Savior is, once
again, here, and as Christians have done every year for 2000
years, let us also, dear brothers and sisters, offer our praises
again this year to celebrate His birth. For more than a month
the church has been preparing us for this feast as we sing
hymns that remind us: “Christ is being born, glorify Him!
Christ is coming from Heaven, meet Him! Christ is on earth,
be gracious!” His role as the Son of God has been established.
Lift up your spirits and rejoice, for the darkness has been
destroyed, and the chains of slavery have been broken. We
now have the remedy for our wounds, for sin and death,

What human soul could remain cold and silent before
such a great event without being able to say: “Glory to you,
oh God, for the birth of Christ on earth!” Christ is on earth,
be exulted! Grow in Christ! May the Image of Christ enter
into your souls and your hearts. May your soul long for God
like the dry earth is longing for rain. May your soul and heart
soak up every word about Christ, about His birth, about His
teachings. Let us take to heart the lessons He taught us on how
to lead our lives so that we shall experience indescribable joy!

I believe, dear brothers and sisters, that we will not only
celebrate His birth, but we are also going to welcome Christ
into our lives and bow down before Him, to offer Him, as a
gift, everything that is pure and worthy in our souls and our
hearts. Let us offer Him our hearts as if it were a cave and a
manger, a place of refuge like the one in which He came into
our world, so that He can settle in us, and we can joyfully
sing to Him, with the whole creation, the joyful Angelic
hymn: “Glory be to God in the Highest, peace and good will
on earth among men.

Glory be to Him, now and forever, and unto
the ages of ages. Amen!”
With these prayerful thoughts
I wish you all a most blessed
Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

Your intercessor before

the Christ God,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis
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Past Events:

Remembering the Future Things

16™ Annual Diocesan Days Gathering in the West Brings Together Clergy, Monastics
and Pious Faithful for Three Days of Spiritual and Social Activities

r I ~his year marked the 16th gathering of the local

Church in the West. The presiding hierarch, His

Grace Bishop Maxim, convened the clergy, monas-
tics, and laity of his diocese, affirming the Eucharistic di-
mension of the local Church of God; that the Liturgy itself
is the center of our life and a very act of passage and ascen-
sion into the Kingdom of God and the Future Life.
The theme for the 2012 diocesan days pointed to this often
forgotten dimension of the Church and her Eucharistic
gathering. “Remembering the Future Things: an End even
greater than the beginning,” points to the very function of
the leitourgia as the gathering and the work of God’s Church
to reveal that the true meaning of all things is in Christ - to
actually become the manifestation of the new creation re-
deemed by Jesus Christ.

So, “remembering (this as) future things,” places us at
the beginning and at the end of all things, giving us a new
perspective on our present and future life. We no longer
look upon spiritual life and the Divine Liturgy (or Eucha-
rist) as some ‘external rites’ to be observed and fulfilled, but
rather as our participation in, and passage and ascension
into the Kingdom of God.

The Church being aware of the struggle in the present
world always references the Kingdom of God. While ad-
dressing so called “issues of the day;” the Church never
loses Her main dimension, that is, the participation in the

CHRISTMAS GIFT

NAME / IN NAME OF:

Heavenly Liturgy, and thereby empowering Her members
and the world to overcome the mundane in order to ascend
to Her level, the level of the Church of God - the Body of
Christ.

The blessed gathering over the Labor Day weekend
(August 31 through September 2 of this year), as estab-
lished by the local bishop of Los Angeles and the West, be-
gan on Friday afternoon with a clergy seminar. Frequent
clergy gatherings for pastoral meetings and seminars is an
ongoing activity blessed by His Grace Bishop Maxim for
the purpose of continued education of his clergy, assisting
them in their pastoral work in today’s ever so challenging
society.

Visiting Hierarchs for Diocesan Days were: His Grace
Bishop Ignjatije of Branicevo diocese, His Grace Bishop
Grigorije of Zahumlje-Herzegovina-Littoral diocese, His
Grace Bishop Longin of New Gracanica-Midwestern
America diocese, and His Eminence Archbishop Joseph of
the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West, part of the Self-
Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese in
America.

While His Grace Bishop Grigorije addressed the youth
on Saturday afternoon, reminding them of the importance
of participating in the Liturgy and Church’s ministries, His
Grace Bishop Ignjatije was a keynote speaker for the entire
weekend. His Grace Ignjatije became a bishop in 1994 hav-

ADDRESS:

ZIP

Christmas Donation $

Make your check payable to: Most Holy Theotokos Church
2148 Michelson Drive

Please Malil to;

|
|
|
|
| CITY/STATE:
|
|
I Irvine, CA 92612

THANK YOU
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ing his cathedra in Pozarevac. After 1988 he taught as a pro-
fessor of Dogmatics and Systematic Theology at the Faculty
of Orthodox Theology of the University of Belgrade, Serbia.
His theological conceptions are mostly influenced by St.
Maximus the Confessor and Metropolitan John Zizioulas.
He is one of the most renowned contemporary Orthodox
theologians and thinkers of this generation. He has written
several books and many articles published in scholarly
journals and theological magazines.

During his address to clergy on Friday, Bishop Ignjatije
underlined the importance of knowing what the Church is
according to the Holy Fathers, where some of them see the
Church as an eschatological community gathered around
one bishop to serve the Eucharist. According to St. Ignatius
of Antioch, the Liturgical gathering is the actual presence
of Christ - in the person of the bishop, apostles, and in the
person of the presbyters and the people gathered round
them. The Eucharist then is the icon of the last event of the
Kingdom of God and of the Church.

The existing divergence in the approach to the ecclesiol-
ogy (teachings about the Church), where one approaches
the ecclesiology from the above mentioned Eucharistic per-
spective, and the other from an ascetical perspective, are

5 9
3 ‘@‘,’_ LERE

reconciled when we see asceticism as a way of assisting and
helping us on the road that leads into communion with
God who is Holy. Therefore we become holy only when we
enter communion with Him, but not through our own as-
cetic struggles. His Grace Ignjatije reiterated that our com-
munion with God should always be seen and realized
through the person of Jesus Christ.

On Saturday morning the Hierarchical Liturgy was pre-
sided over by Bishop Maxim, while His Grace Ignjatije gave
a key note address following the Liturgy on the theme of
salvation. Here too, His Grace brought in his deep and in-
sightful thoughts inspired by the Holy Fathers of the
Church. Salvation (as opposed to Western thought that sees
it as salvation from sin), according to Orthodox teaching is
salvation from death. Hence, the central event, according to
Orthodox theology, is not the cross; rather, it is the Resur-
rection.

The essence of our salvation is salvation from death it-
self. Death is defined as the discontinuation of personal re-
lationships, e.g., hugging, kissing, smiling, etc. Here too we
find two perspectives. The first one approaches death as a
change of form. The positive science employs this approach.
The second one views death from the perspective of per-
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sonhood. A unique person finds his or her identity in unity
with other person.

When you express love towards another person, you
find that that person’s response to be unique. When you
love somebody, you find that person becomes a source of
life for you. What happens when we see life from this per-
spective? When that person dies we begin to realize that the
person we knew no longer exists. For example, a mother, if
she loses her child cannot say, “Oh, I will have another
child,” she cannot conceive that.

So, from this perspective, death is really that enemy
which threatens, and ultimately destroys, our lives. This is
why the Holy Fathers approached theology from the stand-
point of personhood. Our God is a communion of persons
- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.God wants us to live in com-
munion with Him, because He is a God of love and out of
love He creates the world.

On the afternoon of the second day, the Diocesan As-
sembly took place, during which various reports on minis-
tries of the diocese and parishes were presented. Bishop
Maxim expressed his profound joy in seeing all gathered for
the annual Diocesan Days and the assembly touched upon
the following theme found in Bishop Ignjatije’s interview:

It reminds us that the Future Age measures and judges
every aspect of our life. The Truth of the Church heals human
weaknesses and transcends linear historicism by making the
Kingdom of God an essential part of the anamnesis, i.e., the
historical consciousness of the Church and of Christians.
Thus, the Church can say in the Eucharist remembrance that
she — paradoxically - “remembers the...Second Coming [of
Christ].” This is done “in the Holy Spirit” and this “transcen-
dence” of history takes place both within and through history,
thereby sanctifying and affirming history even more... The
existence of the Church is revealed in the Liturgy. The ancient
practice of going to the temple for the Liturgy meant bringing
and offering the gifts which had been taken from the world
and the people, offering the gifts, revealed themselves in the
Church. 1t is this same Church, beloved in the Lord, with
which you commune in every Eucharist gathering in your
parish and with which you participate today in our 16th Di-
ocesan Days Assembly, realizing, affirming, and invoking the
unity of the Heavenly Kingdom of God. May the fullness of
the Life that never ends be ours, both today, and always.

Following the assembly, Folk Fest took place with dance
groups from St. George parish of San Diego; St. Archangel
Michael’s, Salt Lake City; St. Petka, San Marcos; and St.
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Simeon the Myrrh-flowing, Las Vegas. The program was
led by Mrs. Ljiljana Pantovic who, together with the chair-
man of the 16th Diocesan Days, Fr. BlaskoParaklis, pre-
pared an outstanding program. All participants attended
the Vespers service held later that evening.

The following day, the Lord’s Day (Sunday), a Hierarchi-
cal Liturgy was presided over by His Grace Bishop Ignjatije,
concelebrated with the guest hierarchs, diocesan clergy,
and monastics. Bishop Maxim, once again, greeted every-
one, expressing his joy and thanks for this blessed gathering
of his diocese. His Grace once again invited all to attend the
banquet and wine symposium scheduled for that after-
noon.

During the banquet address His Grace bishop Ignjatije
spoke on the theme of family life and contemporary chal-
lenges facing Orthodox Christians:

I 'am not an expert in economic issues; as every man, I too
observe this contemporary situation from my perspective, that
is, the perspective of the Orthodox Church, Scripture and our
common witness. First of all I don’t’ think it is necessarily a
crisis, rather a monetary dilemma, one that has to do with our
currency. In other words, it seems the crisis that we are speak-
ing of has to do with the industrial goods that technology has

provided - such as mobile telephones, computers - that some-
how we just don’t have enough of, or that we think we don’t
have enough of. So the crisis today is often defined in terms of
how many types of gadgets we have, or that we might no lon-
ger be able to afford as many of them - we have identified this
as some sort of monetary crisis, because we can no longer live
within the means that we have grown accustomed to...crises
do exist, but they are not crises of a monetary nature. The Holy
Fathers make it clear that for us there are things that can work
against us. It is not that I reject advances in technology, but we
have to be critical in our approach to today’s technology and
everything that it has to offer us. Be careful, because we are
called to live and to help one another, to be careful with our life
and not to abuse it in any way, especially with the technologi-
cal advances that have now seemingly produced the type of
monetary crisis that we are addressing.

Regarding contemporary families and the problems
faced by them (and what spiritual experience from the last
century can we use in order to enhance our spiritual lives
today in contemporary society), His Grace Ignjatije related
the following:

As with every problem we have to look at the source of
these problems we are aware of. Just as a doctor looks at the
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source of a disease in order to administer the right medicine,
so I too will make an attempt to make a diagnosis of the
source of the problems of family life today. We know that fam-
ilies in our society are in great crisis, both here in America,
and in Serbia where I live. The source seems to be in the indi-
vidual’s approach to family life, and that our way of living
today seems to be one of concentrating on the self-sustaining
person rather than on a shared life with others. As a matter of
fact, we know that contemporary European philosophers
have chosen to define hell as the other person, “my hell is the
other person with whom I have to live.” And of course, hedo-
nism has its impact on life as a constant search for pleasure.
So, when individuality and hedonism are combined, there is
no room for community living and society is destined to fall
apart. We also observe that marriages often last for only for a
few months. There is a general lack of respect for each other;
somehow we lose the uniqueness of the other person...So the
crisis that we are identifying is with the family, rather than
the concept of the family unit itself. It seems that everyone in
the family today wants to live as an individual, though under
the same roof. The child’s room becomes off limits to the par-
ents so that parents cannot even go inside their own childs
room. Somehow we have given them an individualistic per-
spective on life. This is probably a result of the influence of
protestant theology, this individualistic approach to organiz-
ing our families and our society.

Not wanting only to criticize, I would offer suggestions on
how to resolve these problems. How do we get out of such a
crisis? I propose that we teach ourselves and our children that
we cannot live without each other that we belong to one an-
other. We have to rediscover that we live not only for our-
selves, but for each other. Our blessing and task is rediscover-
ing that we live for each other and that there is not only the
individual. I as a person do not exist without you. We see in
the other person a brother and a sister. This even has an influ-
ence in our church life...Marriage and family life requires
sacrifice. Husband and wife are called to sacrifice for each
other. When we serve the other we actually serve God. We
need to see God in the other person and recognize that God is
the one who controls the other. Today, married couples often
times delay having children because they want to enjoy life
together now and think that later on they may want to have
children, only after they have experienced all the comforts of
this life. Unfortunately for some, it then turns out that they

cannot have children later. So, you see how that works out. I
think that we have to go back to the basics. We need to learn
and teach that we belong to each other. Salvation is in the
other person; there is no salvation in isolation, but only in
communion with each other. An old Latin proverb, unus cris-
tianus nulus cristianus, ‘one Christian is equal to no Chris-
tian,” speaks much to today’s spiritual and societal problems,
albeit it is individuality that we are addressing at this time.
Death is defined as rejection of the other person. Let’s learn
together that the other belongs to us and that we belong to
each other. Let’s teach this to our children. Let’s teach this Bib-
lical truth from the first chapter in Genesis when God looked
and said: “it is not good for man to be alone on the earth.

The Wine Symposium featuring wines from Tvrdos and
Hilandar Monasteries in a comparison tasting with local
California wines, started at five oclock in the afternoon. Ac-
cording to abbot Sava of the Tvrdos monastery, their wines
recently garnered three awards at the Decanter Magazine
wine competition in London: Vranac, Bronze Medal; Zilav-
ka, Bronze Medal; and Cabernet Sauvignon, Honorable
Mention. This first wine symposium was well attended.

Grateful to One God in Trinity - Father, Son and Holy
Spirit - for this is blessed gathering of God’s Church, His
Grace Bishop Maxim, clergy, parish representatives, and
the faithful of this God protected diocese in the west are
already making plans for the 50th anniversary of diocesan
establishment and the Eucharistic gathering which will
take place in 2013.

We offer our thanks to His Grace Bishop Maxim for his
guidance, to members of the Diocesan Council, the chair-
man of the 2012 Diocesan Days, Fr. BlaskoParaklis, the
hosting parishes: St. George parish, San Diego; St. Archan-
gel Michael, Salt Lake City: St. Petka, San Marcos; and the
Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos, Orange County, as
well as to their parishioners and the chairpersons of each
meal and activity.

We extend our special thanks to St. Steven’s Cathedral
and their clergy: Fr. Nikola Ceko, dean, and Fr. Norman
Kosanovic, Choir “Istocnik” from Orange County Church,
the Wine Symposium organizers, folklore groups, and all of
the guests and faithful who support the work of the West-
ern American Diocese of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

Protopresbyter Bratso Krsic
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Parish Slava

NATIVITY

OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS

[Tpocnasa cnaBe Hate nmapoxujce Pobemwe IIpecBere boropoanie
y Hemle/by 23. centeM6pa 6110 je BeVKY YCIeX 1 Be/iKa pafiocT 3a CBe Hac.
XBaja cBMMa KOji Cy IONPMHENN YCIeXy IIPOC/IaBe CBOjUM ydemheM 1 pajjoM.
IToce6Ha 3axBanHoCT IberoBom IIpeocsemrencTy HanteMm Ennckony Makcumy 3a
cnyxeme CB. Apxujepejcke JIutypruje HameMm xopy VIcTouHUK,
KOj¥ CBOjMM OyarosbenyjeM Iojama yBek jonpurocu nenotu Cperux JIutypruja

he celebration of
our Parish Slava,
the Nativity of

The Most Holy Theoto-
kos, on September 23rd,
was a huge success! The
Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy, served by His Grace
Bishop Maxim, was well
attended by many of the
faithful from our par-
ish. as well as from other
parishes, who enjoyed
the day with good food
and good music that
created a lively ambi-
ance of friendship and
camaraderie amongst all
the various parishioners.
We extend our most sin-
cere thanks to His Grace
Bishop Maxim, to the
choir who gave a superb
singing, as well as to all

1 KyMOBMMa c/1aBe 3opaHy u Munenu Bragncasmpesuh.

of the faithful from neigh-
boring parishes who, with
their attendance and sup-
port, gave us great encour-
agement. Yet another spe-
cial thank you goes to Zoran
and Milena Vladislavljevic
and their children for be-
ing kumovi, and to Dejan
Tufegdzic and the ladies
of our KSS for preparing a
wonderful luncheon with
so many delicious selec-
tions to satisfy our palates,
with special mention for
the outstanding roast pork,
superbly prepared by De-
jan. May God grant many,
many years of good health
and prosperity to all who
attended and all who con-
tributed to the preparations
that made this a memorable
slava celebration!
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CONCERT OF THE FOLK GROUP TALIJA

»lalija“ Art Company has been established in 1998 in Belgrade. First members were exceptionally good dancers
who had a great experience in performance all over the world. Soon, the ensemble pulled toward a lot of youngsters
and the children ensemble was also found, as well as musical orchestra. The excellent selection of program and great
quality of performance opened the door of the world’s stages for this ensemble, and a lot of tours and concerts on
four continents followed. Most Holy Theotokos Church of Orange County hosted a concert performance of TALIJA
on November 4, 2012 at the Holy Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in Long Beach. The crowd enjoyed a two-
hour international program of Eastern European dances in a most spectacular and most professional way. The next

performance will be in October of 2014.

; * ‘.’ \‘. _..
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JIETEHIIA O KOCOBCKOM BOJY
OCHOBA BEKOBHOI OIICTAHKA CPIICKOI' HAPOIA
Y TYPCKOM POIICTBY

— HaCTaBaK -
(ITpod. Op. Pagmuno Jocrannh)

Cp6u ce Hucy npocnasum 60jem, Hero mecmom o Ko-
COBY, OIIEBaHMM a He CTBAPHMM jyHall!IMa.

Ilecma je kHesa mpomsBena 3a Hapa. Llapy je mama na-
puiy, napuiy 6pahy, 6pahu umena. Huje 3abopasuia Hu
cnyre Munytuna u fony6ana. [lajna je uMeHa XpToBMMa 1
kom1Ma. CasHaJa je Ko je 1 KoMe 6110 KyM, KO ITo6paTnm,
KO JIeBEp U TAKO [IOBENA Y CPOAICTBO 1ieo Hapop,. IIpussa-
J1a je ¥ OHe KOjy Cy YMp/IH 1Ipe 60ja U IIoBpaTuia OHe KOju
CY Ce POIM/IN MTOCTIE Ihera. YOumIa je KaKBe KO IMa 04l a
OfIHEKyJia je ca3Haa 1 60jy I71aca CBOjUX jyHaKa.

I[Toesuja je uspomna caspexxhe ox 9. Jyrosuha. bano-
Buh Crpaxumy, Tormmny Mwnana, Kocanunh JVBawa,
Cpby 3nomnornehy, Kocosky feBojky, CreBana Mycuha,
Perpy Kpunatuny. To cy camo Heke nmuuyHocTu Kocoscke
€IoII€eje, TMYHOCTY HEIO3HAaTe UCTOPUjU, Ik § CBECTU
CPIICKOT Hapojia HMKO HMje HM y>Ke HM BUIIE II0CTOjao0.
Y nmamheme cy yuuim us noesuje u ofaTie X HUKO Hije
MOrao umdynatu. Moxxe 1M ce MCTUHCKUje IOCTOjaTh
HETO LITO y CBECTH CPIICKOT Hapopa IocToju bomiko Jy-
roBuh u meros 6apjak Kpcramr?
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[Tecmy “Ilpomact napcTBa cprickora” 4yo je JIykujan
Mymmuxy Ha Bamapy Kop MaHactypa llummatosna o
HeIlo3HaTe cIene )XeHe u3 Ipryjesna. Tako cmo Tex 1817.
rofivHe, oc/ie 06a CpIICKa yCTaHKa OO/ IecMy Koja je
HaKHa/IHO 3ay3e/la MecTo Ha mo4eTKy CpIicKe unnjaje.

Y ®»0j ce Hanmasyu OHaj 3HaYajaH CTUX U Y HEMY ped,
KOja je ofpeania CyfOMHy CPIICKOT Hapopia:

»Llap eonege yapcimey nedeckome*

Iloneiuena coxo imuya cusa

Og Ceeitiurve 0og Jepycanuma

U on nocu winiuyy nacasuyy

To He duo coxo Witiuya cusa

Beh je duo ceeitiuitiers Vnuja

OH He HOocu ThuYe naciiasuye

Heio xwuiy og Boiopoguue

Ognece je Llapy na Kocoso

Citywiitia krouly yapy Ha KoieHo

Cama xwuia yapy Secequna.

Kmury He HOCM HUKO [ipyru mo cBeTu Vnmja - oHaj
KOTa Cy Kao jeTe aHhenu moBUjanmu OrkbeM M XpaHWIN
wiameHoM. OHaj xora je bor uyecro cmao y Vspamws ma
TpelllHNKe IpuBelie NOKajamy. Kmury He ILabe HUKO
mpyru no boropopmma. A Kojy OM [pyry KmUTY O
CeeTume of Jepycanuma cnana boropopnuua nmo csetom
WMnuju ako He OHY jefHY jefMHY, KIbUTYy CBUX KIbUTA,
KIBUTY O CBOM JenmHuuy. VM mra 6u kHe3 Jlazap umrao
youn ofcypHor 6oja, Hero Hosu 3aBet. Ha Kocosy he ce
IIOHOBUTH CyA0MHA XpUCTOBA, jep Kora 61 ipyrora MaTu
Bora namera y Jlazapy npenosHana u 4uja 6u ce gpyra
cyn6buna Ha KocoBy o6HOBMMa. ¥ cripckoM Hapopny he ce
moroputu JeBanbherbe.

Kuesy JIasapy je ucxop 60ja 61o nosuat. Kasama My ra
je kmura cama. Vzabepe nmu japcTBO HebeCKO Huje peKia

na he usryburn 60j, Beh Hemro nopasuuje: ,ca he TBOja
M3TVMHYTHU BOjCKa ¥ TI hell KHeXe ¢ ’oMe IOTMHY T

ITpunocehn Ha XXpTBY cebe U CBOj HAPOA ¥ OH HajIpe
npupebyje Bedepy, a mosusa y 60j 1 cTapo3aBeTHOM Kile-
TBOM IIPOK/IMIbe CBAKOT KO M30CTaHe. Tpu Hefebe Tpu-
necet kanyhepa ucnosena n npudenrhyje BojcKy Koja 3a
faty ped ommasu y cMpT. Huje momrehen Hu coko Ha
pyuu, cecTpu He ocTaje Hu Opar Off 3aKJIeTBe, a jyHaK
BEHYaBa [IEBOjKY pedjy KOjy CBeT [0 Tafia Huje 9yo: ,EBo
T VJeM HOTMHYTY AYIIO.“

KocoBcka nerenjia je HeMMap KOju je 3alocino Ieo
CPIICKM HapOJ, IaKa3ao My IIyTOKa3 CIIACelby U MOCTao0
IperpeKa beroBoM yHuTewy. O60peH yrapleM croba,
CPIICKM Hapof, je modeo fomasuty cebu msnytpa. Of
CBOjMX [YXOBHUX BPEIHOCTY HAUMHMIO je OeleM OICTaH-
ka. Crio/ba je IpUCTA0 Ha CBe Jja YHYTpa He O IpUMUO
HUIITA.

OHo 1mTo My je Tpebano 3a OICTaHAK, CPIICKM HAPOT,
je ucreBao, a OHe Koje je u3ry61mo Ha 60jHOM IIOJBY, IIO-
BPATHO je ¥ 0XMUBeO y cTuxoBuMa. OHOMeE IITO je u3ry-
010 y peasHOCTH, a0 je TPajHOCT U OIIAKAO Y AeceTep-
numa. bapjak, mao Ha 60jHOM IO/bY, IPEHET je ¥ MOAuU-
THYT Ha BUILY, IYXOBHM IUVIaH, X OfAT/Ie I'a HUKO HUKAJa
HIje Morao o6opuTn. 3aTo ce ca mpaBoM Kaxe Aa je Ko-
COBO JIeTeHfa Koja je cauyBana CpIICKM Hapof] y BEKOB-
HOM poncTBYy — KocoBo je nereHna ms xoje je n3pacrao
Cprcku Hapop. KocoBo je uMe 3a OHO HajBpefHUje ILTO
cMo pam XpunrhaHCKoj VBUIM3aLIUjI.

U kako pede Hamr BenmKy necHuK Matuja behkosuh:
»11paBo je 4ymo mTo ce cBa CpIicKa 3eM/ba HUje Ha3Baja
KocoBo.*

(Y gpyiom geny oeoi uznaiarwa xopuuihen je
u wiexciti Maitiuje behkosuha)

Plan Ahead: PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections for the 2013 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting on February 24, 2013.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates in the

sacramental life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the Gospel and
the canons of the Church and has been a member of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any unreasonable
burden. We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-term plans. If you would like
to serve Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board, please contact David Williams, Board President,
any member of the current Board, or our Parish Priest, Fr. Blasko Paraklis.
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ON STEWARDSHIP

Glorify the Lord with your generosity, and do not reduce the first-fruits of your hands. In every gift, let your
face be cheerful, and sanctify your tithe with gladness. Give to the most High as He has given to you and give to
Him with generosity according to your windfall. For, the Lord is He Who repays and He will repay you sevenfold.”
(Wisdom of Sirach, Chapter 35, verses 7-10)

“Abide in Me”

How do we abide in Jesus? We abide in Him when we follow His example and love, serve, and support
the Church in His Body. When we abide in Jesus, we express this through generosity and devotion in our
stewardship and acts of personal generosity. Bearing fruit in the world is the visible result of our abiding in
Christ.

You are invited to join us in stewardship program and bring your 2013 Stewardship Commitment Card
here bellow indicating the time, talent, and treasure that you will offer this year as a branch of the True Vine,
the Body of Christ on earth. Currently, we are in the process of ensuring that all parishioners receive their
2013 Stewardship Commitment Card. Via this newsletter or our Web site. www.mostholytheotokos.com.

2013 Stewardship Pledge Form

This commitment I make

to secure a Christ-centered NAME
life for myself and my ADDRESS
family. CITY
...to return to God the
TELEPHONE

first fruits from the gifts
He has bestowed upon me. 1COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.
...to assist my Lord in the

mission of spreading TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2013: $
His Gospel.

...to anchor m)/P(?TSOYlal- To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly
at 10:00 am every Sunday and on
major Feast days at our Parish Center
at Irvine Corporate Park, 2148
Michelson Drive, Irvine.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm: Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confessionwill
be served every Saturday @ 5:00 pm
and on the eve of major Feast days
at 7:00 pm.

AKkathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at7:00 p.m.

JANUARY 6™
BAJIILE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 6:00 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten
Dinner following church services
(OcBeheme bapmmaka 1 Bedepa mociue

Beuepibe cIyx0Oe). Parents, please
arrive with your children no later

than 6:00 p.m.

JANUARY 7*

BOXWUT -

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST - CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
and Christmas lunch following. No
charge for lunch, Donations only.

JANUARY 8*
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
- Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 9*

St. Stephen the First Archdeacon
and Martyr - Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 13t

SERBIAN NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION

Serbian New Year’s celebration will be
held at Paul Greek Orthodox Church
in Irvine. See enclosed flyer!

JANUARY 14*
St. Basil the Great - New Year's Day
- Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

NO FASTING FROM JANUARY
7™ THROUGH AND INCLUDING
JANUARY 17™

In celebration of Christmas we do
not fast at all (even on Wednesdays
and Fridays) from January 7 through
and including January 17. On January
18, however, we fast rigorously (no
meat/poultry, dairy products/eggs or
fish) in preparation for the Feast of
Epiphany on January 19*.

JANUARY 18"

Theophany Eve - Krstovdan Divine
Liturgy & Great Blessing of Water
10:00 a.m. Bring your empty bottles
for holy water.

JANUARY 19*

Theophany - BorojaB/mberbe.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Followed
by Great blessing of Water.

JANUARY 20*
St. John the Baptist - Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.

OCBEREIBE BOJUIIOM -
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS TO
BEGIN JANUARY 18

We begin this new year with a great
joy. Joy for the growth and stability
of our beloved parish. Joy for our
brotherhood in Christ in His Holy
Church. As such, we should manifest
that joy by asking for His blessings
each year. A way to concretely ask for
such a blessing is to have our homes

blessed each year by a priest.

This is long-standing tradition in the
Orthodox Church. Each year after
the Feast of Theophany, we schedule
the blessing of homes. The priest
performs a short service and goes to
every room in the house, sprinkling
each room with the Holy Water that
was blessed at the Theophany service
or at home. The priest also prays for
all those in the house. It is a beautiful
custom that not only asks God for
the blessing of the upcoming year
but allows the priest to see each of
the families in the parish. As the
Evangelist John the Theologian writes,
“I know My Sheep and am known by
my own.” ( John 10:14) The priest
must know those people in his parish
so that he can better serve them.

So my dear brothers and sisters in
Christ, schedule a home blessing after
the feast of Theophany. I have been
in the parish for quite a few years and
am yet to visit some of your homes.
We should have our houses blessed
every year. And it would be a great
joy for me as your priest to do so and
thank you in person for all of your
love and support for my family and
myself.

I wish all of you a prosperous and
peaceful new year and again thank
you for your love and support.

PREPARATION FOR ST. SAVA
PROGRAM.

If you want your child to participate
in the St. Sava program, please
contact the priest @ 949 830-5480
All children who are participating in
the St. Sava program must practice
the poems at home and attend
rehearsals.

JANUARY 27t

ST. SAVA

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m

We shall hold our St. Sava celebration
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on Sunday, January 27". The Divine
Liturgy as usual will start at 10:00
a.m. Banquet and children’s program
will follow Divine Liturgy. If you want
your child to participate in St. Sava’s
children program please contact me
via email OBlasko@aol.com or @

949 830-5480 as soon as possible.

FEBRUARY 12*

SABOR SV. TRI JERARHA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY
HIERARCHS

Cs. JIutypruja mouehe y 10:00 gacosa
npe nopHe. The Holy Divine Liturgy
will begin at 10:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 15"

CPETEILE T'OCIIOJIBE -
MEETING OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE -
Presentation. CB. JIutypruja nouehe y
10:00 yacosa npe moxue. Holy Divine
Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

MARCH 9*
3apymnune - Memorial Saturday Div.
Liturgy @ 10:00 am

MARCH 22,
“Mladenci” The Divine Liturgy at
10:00 a.m.

GREAT LENT Great Lent starts on
Monday, March 18" and will end on
Paschal Sunday, May 5®

The Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
will be served on Wednesdays and
Fridays during Lenten Season. The
Presanctified Divine Liturgy will be
served on Wednesdays at 5:00 a.m.
and on Fridays at 10:00 a.m. The
Great Cannon of St. Andrew will be
served every evening during the First
week of Lent at 7:00 p.m.

« FEBRUARY 24, 2013, 12:30 p.m.

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

You are hereby invited to attend the Annual Meeting of
our Parish, which will be held at our Parish Center, 2148
Michelson Dr., Irvine, California, on Sunday, February
24", 2013, following the Divine Liturgy and lunch. It is
imperative that all of our faithful attend this meeting to
discuss the many important matters about the future of
our Parish. The Parish Board will present the financial
statement for 2011, and a budget proposal for 2012.

Please invite the people you know to join you. Also, it is
essential that you submit your Parishioner Application and
Stewardship Pledge Forms before the meeting to become a
member in good standing. If you do not have these Forms,
please contact Fr. Blasko @ (949) 830-5480. In anticipation

of your presence at this meeting, we remain,
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest
David Williams, President

FOOD COLLECTION PROJECT
FOR HOMELESS AT OUR PARISH

Our Parish has sponsored an independent homeless
project every Sunday. We collect any food, fresh or canned,
which we ask you place on the table located in the kitchen.
We gather all your donations along with the left-overs from
our parish meals and the change from the collection box
on the same table, and donate it all to the Salvation Army
Shelter located in our neighborhood or to Focus program.
We urge you to leave food each week on that table. If you
would like to help deliver it to the shelter, please tell Fr.
Blasko, Danijela or Sanja. It is such a great help. Check your
fridge and cupboards before coming to Church on Sundays
and bring whatever you possibly can donate.
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CARPOOL NEEDED FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE

In our Parish we have a few elderly people who cannot
drive to Divine Liturgies on Sundays. We need volunteers
to take turns and bring our senior citizens to church. If you
know any other elderly or disabled person who is in such
need or any other kind of need, please contact Fr. Blasko
immediately at (949) 830-5480.

OFFERINGS

of wine for Holy Communion, oil for the vigil lamps,
candles for the Holy Altar table, and incense for services
may be made by contacting the parish priest. The customary
donations are as follow: for vigil lamps, $20.00; wine, $10.00
per bottle or $65.00 per case; candles for the Holy Altar,
$30.00; and incense, $40.00

Bo nmsa Orna u Cpina u Cearoro Jlyxal!
- Xpucroc Poxxpaercs!
- Cnasuite Eio!

Xpucroso PoxpecTBo gaeT HaM 0co6yio BecTouky ¢ Heba.
W ara Bectouka c He6a B cmoBax AHrerna boxxus, KOTOpBIt
asuica Vlocudy u ckasan emy, yro Mmaperen, Koroporo
maet emy Tocmons ot Tyxa Casitoro, 6yzet Mucyc, 4To 3Ha-
unut Cracutensp, moToMy 4To OH CIIaceT Jofieli OT TPEX0B
uX. ITO MMEET OTPOMHOE 3HAUEHNE J/I1 BCETO Mypa I I/
Ka)XJ0ro 13 Hac mm4yHo. VMucyc, uto sHauuT Cracurenb,
crlacaeT Hac ¥ BeCb MMP He IIPOCTO OT KOTO-TO APYIOro,
KaK IymMaan B TO BpEMs, HE IIPOCTO IPOIIAET HaAM HallIN
rpexy, He IPOCTO M36aB/IAeT HAC OT HAKA3aHMA 3a TPEXI.
Her. On cmacaet Hac ot rpexoB, OH 136aB/isieT HAC OT ca-
MIX TPEXOB. W B aTOM €ecTh CYTb U CMBICJT BCETO EBanrenus
u Bcero HoBoro 3aBeTa, 3aBeTa 4emoBeka ¢ borom uepes
Wucyca-Cnacurens.
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2148 Michelson Drive
Irvine, California 92612

Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Missionary Parish

Certified Public Accountant

Tel: 949.415.5415
jovana@jj-cpa.com 'ug" N

49
www. jj-cpa.com il

j JOVANA JERINIC E‘__‘_:" —

Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
following services to small businesses and individua

TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS

ACCOUNTING PAYROLL

BOOKKEEPING BUSINESS CONSULTING

Titan Plumbing
949 497-8681
Robert Schipsi established 1987

Plumbing repairs

New installations
Drain cleaning

Remodels and New Const.
For more info. Please visit the web site:

www.titanplumbinglagunabeach.com

ValueAir.com

We are your resource for competitive airfares &
convenient routings to ALL former ex-YU destinations
and beyond...

To plan your next trip, contact us at:

Email:info@valueair.com
(866) YU-GO-AIR (866) 984-6247

Robert & Jeanette Risher
Members of St.Steven’s Cathedral
Cell: (323) 816-9659
rrisher(@guerragutierrez.com
Guerra Gutierrez
Mortuaries
Family Owned

323) 722-1900

WwWw. EUCITQgUﬁCI‘I‘CZ. com




