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St. Athanasius

On the Incarnation

erhaps you are wondering why, when if
we proposed to speak about the _ -

incarnation of the Word, we
are now treating of the beginning
of mankind. But this is not irrel-
evant to the purpose of our ex-
position. For we must, when
speaking of the manifestation
of the Saviour to us, speak also
of the beginning of mankind,
in order that you may know
that own cause was the reason
of his coming, and that our own
transgression called forth the
mercy of the Word, so that the
Lord came even to us and appeared
among men. For we were the cause of
his incarnation, and for our salvation He
had compassion to the extent of being born and
revealed in a body. God, then, had so crated man and
willed that he should remain in incorruptibility. But when
men had disregarded and turned away from the under-
standing of God, and had thought of and invented for
themselves wickedness, as was said in the first part, then
they received the condemnation of death which had been
previously threatened, and no longer remained as they
had been created, but as they had devised, were ruined.
And death overcame them and reigned over them. For
the transgression of the commandment turned them to
what was natural, so that, as they had come into being
from non-existence, so also they might accordingly suffer
in time the corruption consequent to their non-being. For
if, having such a nature as not ever to exist, they were
summoned to existence by the advent and mercy of the
Word, it followed that because men were deprived of the
understanding of God and had turned to things which do
not exist — for what does not exist is evil, but what does
exist is good since it has been created by the existent God
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— then they were also deprived of eternal
existence. But this means that when
they perished they would remain in
death and corruption. For man is
by nature mortal in that he was
created from nothing. But be-
cause of his likeness to Him
who exists, if he had kept this
through contemplating God,
he would have blunted his
natural corruption and would
have remained incorruptible,
as the book of Wisdom says:
“The keeping of the Law is the as-
surance of incorruptibility”. But be-
ing incorruptible he would thence-
forth have lived as God, as also some-
where the Divine Scripture declares , saying:
“I said that you are gods and all sons of the Highest:

but you die like men and fall as one of the princes”

Naturally also, through this union of the immortal
Son of God with our human nature, all men were clothed
with incorruption in the promise of the resurrection. For
the solidarity of mankind is such that, by virtue of the
Word’s indwelling in a single human body, the corruption
which goes with death has lost its power over all. You
know how it is when some great king enters a large city
and dwells in one of its houses; because of his dwelling in
that single house, the whole city is honored, and enemies
and robbers cease to molest it. Even so it is with the King
of all; He has come into our country and dwelt in one
body amidst the many, and in consequence the designs of
the enemy against mankind have been foiled, and the cor-
ruption of death, which formerly held them in its power,
has simply ceased to be. For the human race would have
perished utterly had not the Lord and Saviour of all, the
Son of God, come among us to put an end to death.



Cgetu Jeppem Cupujckn

TYMAYEILE YETVMIPMT EBAHHE/BA

IIPBA TIABA
O POBERY JIOTOCA TOCITOOA HAHIETA MMCYCA XPVICTA

6or uera ce Hau [ocnog; 06ykao y Teno? (Kao nmpso),

360r Tora Jja 611 1 caMo TeI0 OKYCHIO PafioCT IO-

Oepe, fa 61 ce MCITYHWIO U CIIO3HA/IO AapoBe Oya-
rogatu. Jla je Bor mobenuo 6es Tema, kakBe 6ucMo My
noxsase y3Hocumn? Kao apyro, fa 6u ce pasjacHmno aa
Ha1 [ocriof ca MoYeTKOM CTBapama HUIIOIITO HIfje OKJIe-
Bao 300r Tora 1To he yoBek mocraru 60r 1Mo OaarogaTu
jep je To, WTo ce Haw Jocroy ymMamyo y 40BEKY, BUILE OF
oHora mro je OH 06MTaBao y BeMy JOK je YoBeK 610 Be-
JIMKM ¥ cmaBaH?. 360T TOra je ¥ HallMCaHo: Ja pekox — 60-
rosu cre (Ilc. 81; 6). [Ipema Tome, Peu (Jloroc) monasu u
obmaun ce y Teno #a 61 ce Kpo3 OHO, LITO je JOCTYITHO
po6oOBamy 1 KpO3 OHO, LITO poOOBamy Huje MOAI0KHO,
TeJIO0 OABPATIIIO Off OHOTA KOji Ia je mopobmaBao? Tpe-
6aso je ma Haut Tocmop; Oyze mpucraHninTe CBMUX fobapa
KojeM O IPUTUIIAN JbYAYU, PUSHUIIA CBUX TAjUHCTAaBa
KO0joj O ca CBUX CTpaHa IPUCTYNaNIN ¥ 0OMTaBa/IMIITEe
CBeTa CKPVMBEHOT, fla 6M ce CBM J/byAM, KaO Ha KPUIMMa,
ysHocuu K Ibemy n y Ibemy jenHoM Hatasumu CIoKoj-
crBo. Opbany ymMoBame IpeMa KojeM je IajioM OHOTa,
1ITO je mao, nao u Onaj Koju je Tpebano ma ra Bacmocra-
Bu. Oygyhm pa je Temo ApamoBo 6110 (CTBOpeHO) Ipe
HEro IITO Cy ce Y beMy nojasunu nopemehaju (pactpoj-
cTBa), H1 XpUCTOC HIje mpuxBaTKo mopemehaje (pactpoj-
CTBa) KakKBa je AaM KacHMje 3a700u0, jep cy oHM 6umm
Heka c1abocCT Koja je mpugopara (IpBOOUTHO]) 37[paBoj
npupopu. [ocrion je, fakie, IpUMNO Ty 34paBy IPUPOLY,
4nje je 3apaBbe (ca ATaMOBMM IafOM) IIPOIAJIO, Aa 61
4yoBeK Kpo3 3/ipaBy npupopy locnoamwy nmosparuo sjpa-
B/be CBOje IIpBOOMTHE npupoge. Kaga cy kpposkenHe 3Be-
pM CTpAIIHO M3pamaBajie Y0BeKa, [JoOpounHuTeb je 1mo-
Kypuo fa Hac oxxuBu CBojuM yiekoBuma. JoBek je Hesa-
CITy>KeHO 00aBljeH 3aBOjIIMa, jep Cy U paHe lberose Oute
He3ac/y)KeHe: Y0BeK HI Y 4eMy HMje carpelio NpOTHB
caTaHe KOji Ia je M3pamapao, Kao IITO HUYUM HUje y3-
Bparuo Hu Jlo6pounnntepy Koju ra je ncuenno. O6ydeH,
JlaKJIe, y OHO MICTO OPYXKje KOjUM je Hellpujare/b moOenno
u 6anyo cBet y ocyny, [ocmop je cuirao y OUTKY 1 y Temy,
IIPUM/bEHOM Off )KeHe, I0OeINO0 CBET, HaJB/Ia/ja0 Hellpyja-
Terba U ocyamo ra. Jlok je Llpksa 6mma ckpuBeHa, my Cy

HaroBellITaBajIa TajuHCTBa? OK je oHa cama hyrana. Ka-
nia je IIpkBa 611a OTKpMBeHa, caMa je IoJesa a TyMadn
OHe CBOje IIPOPOKe KOjI1 Cy YC/Ief] IeHOT jaB/bamba Off Tafa
sahyrann.

Y noyertky 6erte Peu (Jloroc). EBanbenucra oBo roso-
P KaKo 61 II0Kas3ao /i, Kao MITO ped IOCTOj1 KO, OHOTa
KO je m3roBapa, Tako 1 bor Peu (Jloroc) y cBakom memy
uMa 3ajeguuny ca Csojum Popguremem, fa je y themy n
usBaH Ibera. [Iobpo pacyhyjemr ga peu mocroju u mpe
HETO ILITO je U3TOBOPEHa, jep je 3axapuja roBopuo 6es Io-
KpeTama ycaHa. Ham Tocriop ce HasuBa pedjy (Jlorocom)
U U3 joul jegHOr pasnora. Haume, Kpos ped ce oTKpuBa
OHO LITO je CKPMBEHO Y CPILLY, O Y€MY CBEIOYM M aIIOCTOJ
ITaBrne, roBopehm: Y Ibemy cy cakpuBena cBa 6mara mpe-
myzpoctu u 3Hama (Ko 2; 2). YocranoMm, ped ce He us-
roBapa IIpe Hero IITO ce yoOmm4n?, jep je mpupopa pedn
pobena. Taxo je n Jloroc Cam o Cebu cBemouno ga OH
Huje Cam ox Cebe Hero fa je poben, u ga On Huje OTary
Hero CuH, jep je pekao: bora HUKO HuUje BUI€O HUKaT;
Jemuuopopuu CuH Koju je y Hapyyjy Ona, OH Ia o6jaBu
(Ju. 15 18). OH xaxxe u oBo: Ja cam fourao y ume Ona (JH.
5; 43 u Ju. 16; 28, re xaxe: VMsupmox ox Oma). AKO KaykeIn
fia TO, IITO jecTe, He MOXke OuTH pobeno, yunumhenr rax-
HIMM CBeflouaHCTBO IImcma Koje kaxke: Oellle, a 3aTuUM:
poben u3 Hemapa Ona Csora.

Y nouetky 6emnte Peu (Jloroc). ITasu ma Ha Tom MecTy
He IIOMVC/INII Ha c/1aby ped, 1 He cMaTpaj [a Tako Hu-
TaBHMM Jia Ia HasoBew mracom. Illac He mocroju of 1o-
JeTKa, jep I7Iaca HeMa IIpe Hero IITO Ce M3rOBOpH, a Ha-
KOH ILITO Ce M3rOBOPY, OH OIIeT IIpecTaje fa mocroju. Ta
ped, Koja je mo Cpojoj mpupopu nogobuje cymracTsa
Csor Oua, Huje, fakste, 6ua rac; Ta Ped Huje 6uma Ouen
r71ac Hero Iberosa ukoHa. AKo Cy fiella, KOjy Ci TU U3po-
nno, Tebyu mongo6Ha (CMYHA), KAKO OHZIa MUC/INII J1a je
bor popnmo rmac a He bora? M ako cuH JenucasetuH Cs.
JoBan Kpcruresp, nako je HasBaH ri1acoM (B. M. 3; 3, Mk.
1; 3 m JIk. 3; 4), jecTe MCTMHCKM YOBEK, OHJIA je YTOINMKO
npe bor, xoju je Ha3BaH peyjy (Jlorocom) ncturnru bor.
Axo npurosopum fa ce CuH y IIucmy jacHo osHavaBa
uMmeHoM peun (Jloroca), oHIa pa3MuCIu fia JoBaH, Koju
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ce Ha3MBa IJIACOM, NTOCTOjU Kao MMYHOCT. Ha cimyan Ha-
4yH je u bor, Koju ce HasuBa pedjy (Jlorocom), yronmko
npe bor Peu (Jloroc). Ako max mucmy fia je CuH momn-
cao OueBa, oHza hy Te ynuraru ga i je Oran camo
jemanmyT mommcnno? Axo (Oral) ¥Ma MHOTe IIOMIC/IN,
Kako oHfa CuH Moxe 6utu JenuHoponun? A ako je Cun
Iberosa yHyTpauima ommcao, Kako oHa MoXke O6UTH ca
mecHe cTpaHe Ona?

Y nmouetky 6emme peu. Ta ped, mehyTnm, Huje oHa pey
KOja je M3pedeHa Ha MOYETKY cBeTa, Oymyhm ma Ta Peu
IIOCTOjM IIpe TTOYeTKa I IIpe BpeMeHa, jep HeMa HI JaHa
HY Jaca kaja Ibera (Jloroca, peun) Huje 6mno. Victuncka
Peu Huje oHa, Koja y jeflHO BpeMe IIOCTOjU A Y APYro He
IIOCTOju; TO HUje Ped Koja HeKaJ| HMje IOCTojaa Ia je 3a-
TUM OM/Ia CTBOpeHa, Hero je To Ped koja je 6uma cBarpa,
IIOCTOjaHo, Off TOYeTKa, Off BeuHocTu. bynyhn na je Onaj
Koju nsrosapa Peu BeuaH, ja je oBa Peu mogo6Ha OHoMe
Koju je nsrosapa u fja je ro Peu Onora Koju je nsrosapa,
(EBanbenuct) kaxe: Y nouetky 6erre Peu (JIoroc). [la 6u
nokasao jja je Iberoso (JlorocoBo) pobeme mperxopuno
CBAaKOM II0YeTKY 1 BpeMEeHCKIIM IPaHNIIaMa, Kaxe: Oellre.

Ilaspe, ako oBa Peu 6eure y Bora a He Bory?, onpa pe-
yumMa y bora EBanbenncra jaCHO m3jIaXke Jja, Kao IITO
6ewe bor y Kojer je 6una pey, Tako je u Cama Peu 6una y
bora, xao bor.

Y nouetky 6emute ped. TuM peunma ce pasjalrmaBajy
nBe ctBapy, u 1o mpupopa Jloroca (Peun) m Hberoso
pobeme. [la Jloroca (Peu) He 6u ocTaBuo 6e3 TyMauema,
nonaje: OH Geure y bora, unme je 003HaHMO fIBe CTBApU:
Kao IIpBO, Jia JIoroc He MOCTOjM KAa0 HEKO Off /bYAM, jep
Oemre y bora, a kao Apyro Ha4MH MOCTOjama (6MBCTBA)
Jloroca (Peun): M Jloroc (Peu) 6ewute Bor, unme HaMm je gao
TPOCTPYKY IIOYKY, OBHOCHO Jia je JIoroc bor, f1a je JIniie n
na je pohen. On 6eme y mouetky y bora (xop cB. Jeppema:
On 6erre o noverkay bora). Pas6opuro je mpucajeguuno
OBe peul, fia ce He OM MCIIOCTABU/IO Jla OH OO3HamYyje
jemno JInne. On 6emre of moveTka y bora. Tako je Eanbe-
JINCTA, Kao IpBO, ToBOpMo o Iberosom pohemy, kao gpy-
ro ga je OH 6uo y Bora, xao Tpehe na je On 610 Bor u kao
4yeTBpTO fia je OH Beh oxf panuje 61o y bora.

Cae kpos Ibera nocraze (Ju. 1; 3), 6ynyhu ma cy xpos
Ibera usBpieHa fiena, npema peunma anocrona: Cse je
Kpo3 Ibera 61710 cTBOpEHO, jep cy Kpo3 Ibera nsppuieHa
mena (ymop. Kom. 1; 16-17), Kpos Ibera cTBopnu Bacueny
sempy? 1 bes Ibera Humra Hyje mocrano (Ju. 1; 3), mto
je jemHo ucrto. Y ToMe 1ITO je kpo3 Ibera casgano Gemre
JKUBOT, 11 KMBOT Oelile CBeT/IOCT (Buzesno) byanuma (JH. 1;
4), jep cy ce Iberosum jaB/pameM Cakpuie pylInIadke,
HpeTxofHe 3ab/ype. VI cBeT/IIOCT CBeT/IM y TaMu, U TaMa
je He 06y3e (Ju. 1; 5), 1 kao wmTo Kaxe: CBojuma fobe, n
coju I'a He mpumyme (Ju. 1; 11).
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W cBetnoct ceernu y Tamu. PasmoTpn, kakBa ce 3a-
npaBo TamMa 6OpuIa IPOTUB OBE CBETIOCTH JbYAMMA U
ucnuTaj Ha Koju je HaunH OH y 10j paHuje cBeTnno. Kaga
Ka)Ke CBET/IN, HEMO]j Ce YCYANUTHU Ia 0 JIorocy momMmcimu
HEILTO HEBAYKHO, HETO M3 Pe4M CBET/IN Y TaMJ PasyMu fia
EBanbenicra TaMoM HasuBa BpeMe Koje je IpeTXOANIO
IberoBoM 60)XaHCTBEHOM jaB/bamby U IOKasyje aa je Jlo-
rocy to speMe ceeT/no. O Toj TaMy MO>KEMO JIa CITyLIaMO
u Ha apyrom Mecty EBanbespa, TaMo rzie ce Hamasm mpo-
pouka uspeka: 3eMm/ba 3aBy/I0HOBa 11 3eM/ba Hedranmmmo-
Ba, Ha IIyTy K MOPY C OHe CTpaHe JoppaHa, [anmmeja ne-
3Habo0XKauKa, HapOJ| KOjU Cefiy Y TaMM BUJIe CBET/IOCT Be-
Ky (MT. 4; 15-16). OBy TaMy OH 3aTUM IPUINCYje BH-
Ma, jep je To 610 BeoMa ya/beH Hapof, Koju je oburaBao
V1 )KMIBEO Ha MOPCKOj 00/ U y Be/IMKOj MEPU OfCTYIINO
Off HapenOM 1 y4erma 3akoHa. VI3 Tor pasiora UX OH Ha-
3MBa HapoOJOM ,Koju cenu y Tamn'. [Jakne, EBanbenucra
je yIIpaBo O mbJMa TOBOPHO jep je U caM Ka3ao: CBETIOCT,
Tj. Iberoso y4eme 1 3Hame, Tama Koja My je IpeTXOAWIa,
Tj. 3a67y/e, He 00y3e. 3anmounmyhu ornamaBame o move-
TKy OHOT IofBura xoju je Haut focnioy nperpneo y Ceom
Teny, EBanbhemicra mounme rosopehn: Tama ra He o6yse.

Y Bpeme Vpona, napa jymejckora (JIk. 1; 5). Oxonua-
Bajyhu n3narame o Jlorocy, roopehu Ha ipyrom mMecTy o
TOMe KaKOo C€, /10 KOT cTerneHa 1 3aiTo OH yMamno, Kaxke
oBako: Jloroc mocraye Teno u HacTanu ce Mehy Hama (Jm.
1; 14). Ox capa, makie, Iocjie OKOHYambha OBOI MeCTa, Ma
mta fa y [Inmcmy gyjemr o Jlorocy, pasmminsbaj He caMo O
qycToM 1 jefuuoM Jlorocy boxxujem Hero o Jlorocy o6y-
YEHOM Y TeJIO, Tj. Off cajia IOYMIbY IIOMENIaHe MTOBECTH,
00>KaHCTBEHA 3ajefHO ca 4OBEYMjOM, MCK/bY4yjyhn oBo
IIPBO U HajBa)KHUje O] CBeTa.

e

Church Newsletter « Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church, O. County, CA « January - March 2015 3

HOERENEAT EETATRS
LATLETAUHE

FE—




Mup boxcju!
Xpucinoc ce pogu!

»ljesa ganac HagcyuinaciieeHol
paha, u semma iehuny Heupucyu-
Home tpurocu. Auhenu ca naciiu-
puma cnasocnose, a Mygpauu ca
36e3gom iyiiyjy; jep ce Hac pagu
pogu gettienye mnago, tipesedHu
bot.“

0BOj mpenuBHOj 60XMhHO]

XUMHH, apara 6paho u cectpe,
omcyje ce uyaecHu forabaj pohema XpucTopor, Kome ce
pazmyje He60 1 3eM/ba U Iie/la IIPMPOJIA [yXOBHA 1 BEITa-
CTBEHA Jlaje CBOj JOIIPMHOC.

Pobemwe XpucroBo je HajpajoCHUjU U HajIyAeCHUjU
norabaj y mcTopuju jesie Bace/beHe, jeAMHO HOBO Y Yyfec-
HO OI TOCTamba CBeTa IO IaHaC, a CBE OCTAJIO je IPUPOJHO
o peunmMa Cs. JoaHa JlamacknHa. 3ato CB. Ipupopuje
borocnos mopyuyje: Heka ce Becenmn He6o, m Heka ce
pajayje 3eM/ba pajjy OHOTa KOju je ca Heba, a cajia je Ha
3eM/bY U KOjH je CBOjuM OBaIuiohemeM apoBao HaM 0OHO-
B/bebe )KMBOTA, MOBPATUBIIY HAII XXVBOT Y IPBOOUTHY
TIETIOTY, KOjy HaM je Bor apoBao IpuInMKoOM CTBapama.

Cs. JoBan 3maroyctu ommcyjyhu oBaj morabaj xake:
Butnejem maHac nmpepicTaB/ba He60; KpeTarbe 3Be3Jia I Ile-
cMa aHDe/ICKMX I71acoBa YMeCTO CYHIa, 06jaBibjyjy CyHIie
[TaBme. He nmutaj kako ce To goroanio; jep bor e xohe
no6ebyje nopegak mpupope, unHM mwra xemu. Vimao je
BOJbY, MMa Moh, cuirao je ca Heba 1 joHeo craceme. Ce
II0Kasyje MOCIyMHOCT Ka bory. OBo je gan, kaga je OHaj
KOju jecT, 6uo pobeH u 1mocrao oHO IITO Huje 610 Impe
tora. Op BeuHOCTH 6110 je Bor 11 mocTao 4oBek He mpecTa-
jyhm 6urtu Bor.

Kako mMu tpeba fja cXBaTiMo OBy BeMUKY TajHy? Hamr
OrmaxeHomounBIIM cBeTH narpujapx [Tasie Hac caBetyje:
Csaxo oy Hac Tpeb6a 1a y IMYHOCTY APYrora YoBeKa BUU
mue boxxje, muiie cBora 6para 1 BeuHor cabpata. Taga he
Cplie CBaKOra Off HaC MCTMHCKY OMTH BUT/IEjeMCKa ITehnHa
y Kojoj ce Xpucroc yBek usHosa paba. VI mro sure 6yze
TaKBUX Cppala, cBuMa he 6urtu 6o/pe u cBu hemo 6mutn
(70,578

ITo3gpaB/baM Bac ca HaIMM TpagnLMoHaaHuM boxxuh-
HUM noszpasom: Mup Boxju, Xpucroc ce popn! Cpehan
Boxuh n 6marocnoseny Hosy 2015. roguHy enu Bam
Balll MOJIMTBEeHUK IIpef borommagennem Xpucrom,

O. bramko ITapaxnnc

Peace of God!
Christ is born!

“Today the Virgin giveth birth unto
the Transcendent One, and the
earth offereth a cave to the unap-
proachable One. Angels and shep-
herds give glory, the magi journey
with the star. For unto us a Child is
born, the preeternal God.”

n this beautiful Christmas hymn,
dear Brothers and Sisters, the
miraculous event of the birth of Christ is described.
Heaven and Earth rejoice; both visible and material na-
ture give offering.

The birth of Christ is the most joyful and most mi-
raculous event in the history of the whole universe. It is
the only new and miraculous thing since the creation of
the world; everything else is natural and ordinary ac-
cording to the words of St. John of Damascus. Therefore
St. Gregory the Theologian exclaims: “Let the heavens re-
joice, and let the earth be glad, because of Him who is of
heaven and is now on earth who through his incarnation
granted us restoration of life and renewed our lives, again
to behold our former beauty with our God”

St. John Chrysostom describing this event says: Beth-
lehem this day resembles heaven, hearing from the stars
the singing of angelic voices, and in place of the sun, en-
folds within itself on every side, the Sun of Justice. And
ask not how: for where God wills, the order of nature
yields. For He willed, He had the power, He descended,
He redeemed; all things move in obedience to God. This
day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He
was not. For When He was God, He became man; yet not
departing from the Godhead that is His.

And how should we understand this great mystery?
Our Holy Patriarch Pavle of blessed memory advises us:
Every one of us needs to see in every other person the im-
age of God, the image of our brother and of our eternal
friend. Then will our hearts truly be Bethlehem’s cave in
which Christ is continually being born anew. And the
more hearts there are like this, the better everything will
be and the better we will all be.

I greet you all with the traditional Nativity greeting of
our faith: The Peace of God, Christ is Born! Happy New
Year! Your intercessor before the Christ God,

Fr. Blasko Paraklis
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Fr. Thomas Hopko

THE GREAT BLESSING
OF WATER

he rite of the Great Blessing of Water is celebrated in the Orthodox Church after the vesperal divine liturgy on
I the eve of the feast of the Epiphany, and after the Eucharistic liturgy on the day itself. It begins with the chanting
of special hymns with the incensing of the water, and concludes with bible readings, petitions and prayers.
The voice of the Lord upon the waters cries out saying: come, receive ye all the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of understand-
ing, the Spirit of the fear of God. the Spirit of Christ who is made manifest.

Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, the Jordan bursts forth and turns back the flood of its streams, seeing the
Master wash Himself.

As a man You came to that river, O Christ the King, hastening to receive the baptism of a servant, at the hands of the
Forerunner because of our sins, O Good One who loves mankind.

To the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” You came, O Lord, taking the form of a
servant, asking for baptism though You have no sin. The waters saw You and were afraid. The Forerunner began to trem-
ble and cried out, saying: “How shall the lampstand illumine the Light? How shall the servant lay hands upon the Master?”
Sanctify both me and the waters, O Savior, Who takes away the sins of the world. (Opening Hymns from the Great Bless-
ing of Water)

The water placed in a large receptacle in the midst of the church, or freely flowing in a natural source, is decorated
with candles and flowers as a symbol of the beautiful world of God’s original creation through His Word and Spirit -
the same beautiful world which shall become the Kingdom of God at the end of the ages through its redemption by the
Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, and the same Holy Spirit.

People sometimes think that the blessing of water, and the practice of drinking it and sprinkling it on people and
things, is a “paganism” which has crept into the Christian Church. We know, however, that this ritual was practiced by
the People of God before the coming of Christ, as well as at the time of His manifestation. (See John 5-7) And we know
that it has existed among Christians from very early times, being witnessed from the beginning especially in connec-
tion with the practice of baptism.
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The service of the Great Blessing of Water itself reveals the action’s meaning for the Christian people. The readings
from the Bible, particularly the messianic words from the prophecy of Isaiah, together with the prayers, petitions and
hymns all serve to manifest the meaning of the great festival of the Manifestation of the Messiah.

Thus says the Lord, the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom
as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even with joy and singing... they shall see the glory of the Lord and the
excellency of our God... He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of
water... (Is 35:1-10)

God has sent His only-begotten Son “not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.”
(Jn 3:17) He has sent the Lord Jesus Christ not only to save people’s souls, but to save their bodies, and not only to save
human beings, but to save the entire creation.

You are great, O Lord, and Your works are wondrous, and there are no words capable of hymning Your wonders... For
of Your own will You brought all things into being from nothing, by Your power You uphold the whole of cre- ation, and by
Your providence You order the world... the sun sings to You, the moon glorifies You, the stars meet together before Your
face, the light obeys You, the deeps shudder before You, the water springs serve You... We confess Your grace, we proclaim
Your mercy, we conceal not Your gracious acts: You have set free our mortal nature. By Your birth, You have sanctified the
virgin's womb. All creation sings praises to You Who have revealed Yourself. For You, our God, have appeared upon earth
and have dwelled among men. You have sanctified the Jordan streams... Therefore O Master, be present here now by the
descent of the Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. Give it the blessing of Jordan. Make it a fountain of incorruption, a gift
of sanctification, a remission of sins, a protection against disease, a destruction of demons... and may it be for those who
will partake of it, to the cleansing of their souls and bodies, to the healing of their passions, to the sanctification of their
homes, to every expedient purpose... (The Main Prayer from the rite of the Great Blessing of Water)

Since the Son of God has taken human flesh and has appeared in the world, man-ifesting Himself in His baptism in
the Jordan, all flesh and all matter is sanctified. Everything is made pure and holy in Him. Everything which is cor-
rupted and polluted by the sinful works of men is cleansed and purified by the gracious works of God. All death-dealing
powers of the devil which poison the good world of God’s creation are de- stroyed. All things are again made new.
Through the “prime element” of water on the feast of the Epiphany the entire creation is shown to be sanctified by God’s
Word through the same Spirit of God who “in the beginning... was moving over the face of the waters” (Gen 1:2)

Come, O ye faithful, let us praise the greatness of God's dispensation toward us, for He who became Man because of our
transgressions and who alone is clean and undefiled, was for our cleansing Himself cleansed in the Jordan that He might
sanctify both me and the waters... Let us then draw water in gladness, O Brothers, for upon those that draw in faith the
grace of the Spirit is invisibly bestowed by Christ the God and Savior of our souls. (Concluding Hymn from the rite of the

Great Blessing of Water) The Winter Pascha
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Past Events

Special Concert

A Concert in honor of the 100" Jubilee Commemorating
World War I (lepcka u Konydapcka duinixa)
and the 100™ Anniversary of the Death of
Stevan Mokranjac, famous Composer

n December 13, 2014 Nativity of the ‘;@i\ 75
Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Ortho- o

N
dox Church held its second annual gala \

concert at St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
in Huntington Beach. Attended by more than
two hundred people, the concert commemorat-
ed the 100th jubilee of World War I and the 100th
anniversary of famed Serbian composer, Stevan
Morkanjac. Renowned mezzo-soprano Milena
Kitic along with conductor and pianist Goryana
Zekic highlighted the concert. They were joined
by the Chamber Choir Istocnik, Mirjana Jokovic,
Nicole Dostanic, Ariana and Simona Rihter and
Xuelin Huang. Zeljka Gortinski, a professional ac-
tress, served as mistress of ceremonies and en-
hanced the concert by reading poetry and sharing
the biography of Stevan Morkanjac. A special treat
for the attendees was Serbian folk dancing by Soko
Kolo group during intermission. The audience re-
sponded enthusiastically after each performance
and the general feeling was truly uplifting.

At the end of the concert, Fr. Blasko Paraklis, par-
ish priest of Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos, in-
troduced and thanked several special guests. Repre-
senting His Grace Bishop Maxim was his father V.
Rev. Protojerej-stavrofor Lazar Vasiljevic. The recent-
ly selected coach of the US Men’s Olympic Water Polo
team, Dejan Udovicic, his wife and daughter were in
attendance as was the Vice-Consul from the Serbian
Consulate in Chicago, Milinko Spica. Fr. Blasko re-

minded the audience of the close historical ties between
Greece and Serbia when he welcomed His Excellency
Mr. Gregory Karahalios, Consul General of Greece, and
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thanked him for attending. The introduction of 92-year-old Biserka Cvejic, a famous Serbian opera singer, university
professor and one of Milena Kitic’s teachers, brought the crowd to its feet for a standing ovation. Forgetting no one, Father
expressed his sincere gratitude to all sponsors especially the platinum sponsors, West Pac Partners, and to those who
donated artwork for the auction.

This gala event upheld and possibly even surpassed the outstanding reputation established by the concert last year. The
performers were, indeed, superb; the setting allowed for both excellent sound and comfortable views of the stage; the
auction items were truly top-quality art. All together the event represented the dedicated commitment of the Serbian
Church in Orange County to its religious and cultural traditions.

Betty Kurkijan
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Ceooe Cpoa

nocne Kocoscke duitixe

IIpenaBamwe [Ipodecopa [Ip Pagmuna Jocranmha

3BecHe Murparuje Cpba gorommne cy ce u npe Ko-
Mcoscxe butke. 3a BpeMe BajBuHe Iapa [lymana

Cp6uja je OrpOMHO IIPOIIMPWTIA CBOjy TEPUTOPU]Y
3aysumameM Makenonuje, Anbannje, Enmupa n Tecamuje.
Tapa cy 3abenexxene mame murpanuje Cpba y HOBOOCBOjeHe
Kpajese.

[Tocme Mapuuxe 6utke 1371. rogumue BykammHoBe u
YrbemnHe semM/be Cy 6uiie y BasaTHOM OFHOCY TpeMa Typ-
numMa. Ca THX U APYIMX OCBOjeHMX TePUTOpHUja Of CTpaHe
Typaka mouene cym ame MuUrpanuje mpemMa ob6macTu KHesa
JTazapa Xpebemanosuha. Kaxxem Mame, jep cy ce cemnnmm
kanybhepy, cBemrrenuiy, nmyhuu n yuenn /pymu. Vinrepe-
CaHTaH je mpuMep cuHoBa Bykamna Mpmwasuesnha. Jlok je
KpameBnh Mapko ocTao Ha CBOjOj TepUTOPUjU M HOCTAO
TYpPCKU Basas, werosa 6paha Augpujaur u JIMurap Hamy-
CTM/IA Cy CBOjy 3eM/bY ¥ CTaBWIN ce Y CIy>K0y Mabapckor
kpa/pa JKurmynpa Jlykcem6ypuikor. Jlok ce o AHppujanry
HIje BUILe 9y/10, [IMuTap je mocrao Kacrenad rpaja Buma-
rola ¥ )KynaH 3apaHficKe XyIaHuje.

Kapa je Credan JlasapeBuh ca Typcke mpemao Ha Ma-
bapcky cTpany mo6ujeHy cy orpoMHM HOCEY Y TOj 3eM/bI
(MauBa, beorpan, 3emyH, Fony6au, Kynnux, Mutposuia,
Beukepek y cpepuinmeM aerny Mabapcke y okonuun [le6pe-
nuHa u becepmeman 34 cema, 15 cema y CatMopKoj XyTia-
HMjU, TproBadke M pypapcke rpagose Capmap, Hemim,
Hahb6ama 1 Qenuredama). Ha oe mocee y MupHuM BpeMe-
HuMa HacerbeBanu cy ce Cpou. To ce HacTaBuIo 1 3a Bpeme
BragasuHe Hypha bpankosuha.

ITocne mapga ecrmoroBuHe 1459. roguHe cuTyanmja ce
mpacTudHO Mema. Cpbuja mocTaje mompuumite cykoba fse
Benmmke cuie — Typcke u Mabapcke. Benmka patHa pasapama
cy usasBaina Benuke murpanuje Cp6a Ha cesep. To he mo-
TpajaTu cBe Jjo ajia beorpaja y Typcke pyke 1521. rogune.
O BemMuuHM TMX MMTpalyja cBefouy ImmcMo Mabapckor
kpaba Matuje Kopsunaa ynyheno ITamm 12. janyapa 1483.
rofiuHe. Y ieMy HaBOJIU Jla Ce Y TIOC/IENIbe YeTUPU TOJVIHE Y
IeroBy Ap>kaBy Hacemmno 200 xmwbana Pacumjana.

Ha yuyecrane mosuse xpapa Matuje Kopsuna y Mabap-
CKY Ce JIoCe/1O 3HayajaH JIeo CPIICKOT IIJIEMCTBA Ca OPOJM-
mama. OHu cy npenasumm y Mabapcky Hajuenthe ca cBojom

OpPY>XaHOM IIpaTHoM 1 HapopoM. Jlocersern Cpbu cy ma-
bapcknm kpaspeBuMa 6y aparonenn. buxose cummarije
npema Cpbuma Hucy 6une cnydajae. OHY Cy 3HAIN Ja OF
TOI' Hapofja MOTY MMare BelrKe KopucTu. ,Cpou cy Taza
OVIM OfIYaH PATHIYKM MaTepuar 3a CBe BPCTe PaTOBaba
¥ Ha CyBYy 11 Ha Bopi.“ To je 610 OCHOBHM pasJior LITO Cy Ka-
TOMMYKY Kpa/beBu Mabhapcke naBany nosnactune Cpouma
TIOje/IHIIMMA, CPIICKMM HAcCe/bUMa, CPIICKUM 0671acTiuMa u
CPIICKOM HapOJy Kao Le/IMHM.

Hajsnauajuuje npusumjeruje go6wm cy Cp6u, kao et-
HIYKA IPYIa, off Kpaba MaTuje Kopsuna. I1o 3. n 4. 3akoH-
cKoM uraHy JIpxaBHor cabopa oppskanor y byanmy 1481.
rofiiHe JIOHET je 3aK/py4ak fa ce Cpbu ocnobabajy o mma-
hama feceTka KaTOMMYKOM CBEIITEHCTBY KaKo 611 MOITIN fia
U3Ip>KaBajy CBOje CBEIUTEHMKE U MOAYDKY LpKBe. [Io Mumi-
Jberby mosHaror Mahapckor ucropudapa Tamanuja — Cpou
cy 1481. rogune [o6uMN y jefiHOj M3PasUTO KaTONNYKO]j 3e-
MJbJ 33 OHO fj00a ,,FOTOBO He YyBeHY 3alITUTY Bepe.”

Par nsmely Aycrpuje n Typcke koju je 3amodeo 1683.
rofiMHe /IBOMECEYHOM OIICcajioM beda m Tpajao 17 rogmua
npoy3pokoBao je Bemiky ceoby Cp6a 1690. rogune. Kapa je
Aycrpujannmma fonrao y momoh Jan Cabucku ca ITopanma
Typuu cy non beuom noxuBenu nopas. Y casesy ca Ilom-
ckoM 1 Benenujom AycTpuja je yCIENIHO HAacTaBM/Ia par
npotus Typcke. 3a Tpu rofiyHe Cy yCIeNnu /ja OCBOje BeNMKN
neo Mabapcke. Y muxose pyke cy mamu Ileuyj, bygum, Ce-
requH (150 ropyHa cy 6umu op, TypckoM Bramhy). Taga cy
ce nopurmm 6aHaTcku Cp6u. 3axBaspyjyhn myma ocBojeHn
cy Ocnjex, Hakosa, Bykosap. Iofune 1688. ocsojen je beo-
rpag. OcBajame Beorpana ocokonuo je Cpbe a 0TBOpeHO
craHy Ha crpany Xpuihana. Cpou cy y 0BOM pary B
LIIAHCY J1a ce 0C000/ie BEMKOT POIICTBA.

Y nero 1689. rogune aycTpujcka odaH3UBa je KpeHyIa
npema jyry. Cpbu cy cTBopun ofipesie n ocnobahanm unra-
Be o6macTu. 3axBa/byjyhu y BeuKoj Mepy 1 BbUMa 0CBOjeH
je v Humr a 3atum n Bemuku npocrop no Coduje, Ilehn n
IIpuspena, cee o ncnox Cxorwba. ['maBHOKOMayjyhn ayc-
TPMjCKOM BOjCKOM reHepan IIukonoMyHn Hapenuo je ga ce
cmaym CKoIube fia 61 ce cripednio mmpebe Kyre. [Tnkono-
MIHIU je yOP30 yMpO Off KyTe.
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Kpajem 1688. rognue Typke je MOKpeHYO HOBM BeNIMKMI
Be3up Mycraga nanra hynpumh. ¥ To Bpeme BojHa xoanu-
11ja je 611a ocnabbeHa MoBIaYereM JieIa BOjCKe 3a paT ca
®apuiyckoM. Typunm cy noyenn fa Hagupy mpema ceBepy.
360r nomarama AcycTpuje 1 lbeHux caBesHuka Cpbu cy ce
HaIlI! Y BeOMa HEYTOAHOM Ioyoxajy. Typuu cy 6mmm He-
MUIOCPAHY, jep je Tpebamo KasHUTHU pajy 360r ydenrha y
pary IpOTUB HBIX.

Cprnckn narpujapx Apcennje YapHojeBuh ca MmacoM Ha-
pona kpehe npema ceBepy. CBOja OTMINTA HAIYINTAjY CBU
Bubenuju Cpbu ca cBOjuM MOpOAMIIAMA, HAPOFHY TIPBALY
Ca CBOjMIM HAOPY>KaHMM Of[pefi1IMa, KHE30BM, TPTOBIY, 3a-
HaT/INje, YIUTe/bH, Kaayhepu, UryMaHu, CBEIITEeHNIIY, B/a-
IVIKe a/ ¥ OOMYHM JbY[M Cebaliy KOjU Cy SKMBE/IN TOper
IPyMOBa 1 HUCY CMeN Jja YeKajy TYPCKy ofiMasfy. Y 0BOj
Macy Hapopa AycTpuja je Buena cBoje Oyayhe BojHuke u
3aro je moppxasaia ceoby. To ucro cy sHam u Typim n
3aTo cy obehasanu Cpbuma onpourraj 36or ydentha y pary
IIPOTHUB BUX U YaK 1 ocnobobemwe of xapaya. Cpobu cy seh
9y 32 OYMIbeHe 3/104NHe Y offMasan Ha jyry Cpouje a n
3Ha/mu cy kako Typuu npxe ped, na je Behuna, nmax, omy-
4JIa fla Ce OfICeTIIL.

Y mponehe 1690. ropune Yapuojeuh ce Hamrao nox be-
orpagoMm ca 50.000 /pynu. OppxaH je 18. jyna 360p 1pKse-
HIIX J HAPOJIHNX CTapelIlHa Ha KOMe je ofyTy4deHo fia ce Jle-
ononpy Y ynytu jenonoscku Brapuka Vicanja Hakosuh ca
mornboMm fa Cpbuma 103BoMN yaas3ak y AyCTpujcKy LiapeBu-
Hy. OcuM Tora, Mon6a je cafipkaBajia U 3aXTeB JI @ UM Ce
IpY3HA ayTOHOMM]jA Y LIPKBEHNM I MIKOJICKYM NUTABIMa a
3a ysBpar Cp6u he ra mpusHaTy 3a CBOT Hac/IefHOT BIajapa.

He cauekaBin oxrosop of Jleomonza, 360r onacHOCTH
ma 6yny sapobrmenn jep cy ce Typiy omacHO IpuOMIVHKIIN,
YapHojeBuh je mpeseo Hapop npeko Case u [lyHasa. IIyT
Huje 6uo nak. Kperamu cy ce mpema ceBepy Kpo3 paToMm
omycromeHe obnactu tprehu rmag u 6onectu. Kamyhepn
PaBannie nonenmu cy momtu KHesa Jlasapa. Kperanu cy ce
Ka ceBepy mahama, Konmuma, KOBMMa U Ienmiie. YCIyT Cy ce
HacramwuBamu y baukoj n bapamn Tako pa je mo byguma ca
[Tarpujapxom crurno 30.000 pymu. [Tpucturnu Cpbu cy ce
Hacemu y bygumy, Cent Anppeju, Octporony u hepy a
[Tarpujapx je ca genom Cpba HacTaBmo 1yt o KomopnHa.

Buro je jom ceoba Cpba. Y pary usmehy Aycrpuje un
Typcke 1737. ropyHe Kao fa ce HOHOBMIA UCTOPUja. AycTpu-
jauu cy HanpeoBamu o Humra. Cp6u cy ce onet yk/py4mmm
y 60p6y mpotus Typaxa. Kao y mpoutom pary - Hacrao je
o Cpbe HeroBo/baH 06pT. Hapop je ca marpujapxom Apce-
uujem IV JoBanosuhewm IllakabenTom mpeurao Ha AycTpuj-
CKY TEPUTOPUy.

[Tonosunom 18. Bexa jeman feo Cpba ce n3 Aycrpujcke
LapeBuHe oficenyo y Pycujy. buo je Hekonuko ranaca — np-
B1 1724. rogmue ca oko 1000 pymau, gpyru myT ca Ilerpom
Kexenujom 1747. m tpehnm 1752. rogune. 3Ha ce fia je y Pycujy

oruno 11.000 rpannyapa. Kako je Behnna nmana nopomu-
Lie pauyHa ce /ia je y 0Ba Tpy Tajiaca oTuIio Buute ox 40.000
Cpba.

[Tocnenma Benuka ceoba Cpba y AycTpujcKy LapeBUHY
poropua ce 1813. rogyuHe noce nponactu I cprckor ycran-
Ka. PauyHa ce ma je taga n3 Cp6uje nsannro oxo 150.000
JbyAM, WTO je 6uma Y4 yKymHor craHoBHuMmTBA. CpeTHa
OKOJIHOCT je fia ce BuhyHa oBuX /bysu Bpatuno y Cpoujy Ha-
KOH aMHECTHje KOjy je mpormacuo Bennkn Besup.

3appmnhy 0BO M3/Iarame KpaTKuM pasMaTpameM 3Ha-
4aja Bennke ceobe. OBoM ceob6om Cp6u cy He camo 6pojHO
Ojayany Hero Cy JOOM/IN CBOjy KOMIIIETHY LIPKBEHY CTPYK-
TYPY, KOjy IO Tajia y AyCTpPMjCKOj LIapeBUHY HUCY VIMAN.
Capa ce IIpaBocnaBHa LIpKBa jaB/ba Kao Haj3HAYajHUjU KO-
Xe3JIOHM YVHWIAL] CPIICKOT Hapopia y XabcOypIKkoj MoHap-
XMjIL.

Ha npsom HaponHo-1ipkBeHOM cabopy Ofp>KaHOM jaHy-
apa 1708. rogune y maHactupy Kpymenony ocHoBaHa je
Murtpononuja (Kpymenoncka xacuuje Kaprnosauka). OcHu-
BareM MuTpononuje sarapaHToBaHa je ayroHoMuja Cpbay
Aycrpujckoj napesunn. OHo he 6UTH 0CHOBA LIeNOKYIIHOT
BEPCKOT, IPOCBETHOT 1 KY/ITYPHOT Pa3BUTKA CPIICKOT HApO-
may Ayctupju.

Moske ce 3ak/pyunT Jja ce 3axBasbyjyhm Bemnikoj ceobn
JIOTOAMIO jeANHCTBEH (PeHOMEH y ICTOPYjY eBPOIICKe IIY/ITY-
pe — 71a jejaH HapoJl Ha TEPUTOPU)U IPYyTe IpXKaBe IIyHa 1Ba
BeKa pasByja CBOj BPXYHCKIU BEPCKY, TPOCBETHU U KY/ITYp-
HI SKUBOT.

Ha mouetky 19. Beka y BehHM MecTa y KojyMa Cy >KMBenu
Cp6u nocTojase cy BuxoBe eeMeHTapHe 1kosne. Byk Kapa-
rmh je micao fa je y To Bpeme y Cpbuju ,Ha 100 cema 6mma
jenBa jenHa mkona.” Togyue 1732. Cpbu cy Beh nmanu na-
tuHcKe 1mKosne (Cpemckn Kapnosum u Hosu Cap). To cy
6ute pBe cpepbe mkone kop Cp6a. [omune 1792. moverna je
ca pagoM IIpBa cprcka rumHasuja y CpeMckum Kaprmosiu-
Ma a 20 roguHa KacHuje u ruMaHsuja y Hosom Capy. ¥
Cenranppeju je 1812. ropune ocHoBana IIpBa cpricka y4u-
Te/bCKa IIKONMA (YeTHpU TORMHE KacHUje Ipece/beHa je y
Com60p). Y Bynumnerntu je 1826. rogyHe ocHoBaHa MaTu-
na cprcka. IIpsu kmwmkeBHr vacomuc Hanma (1860) u
npBu neparomky yaconuc Hlkoncku mucr (1858) mouenu cy
na nsnase y Hosom Capy. Ha nmoverky npyre nonosuse 19.
B€Ka HOBJHE I JIMCTOBJ Ha CPIICKOM je€3UKY HU3A/M Cy Ce
Kao nevypxke nocne kuite. [ognue 1861. y Hosom Capy or-
BopeHo je IIpso cprcko mosopumre. IIpBu BykBap Ha
CPIICKOM je3UKy IITaMnaH je y bedy 1853. rognne. Hexomu-
KO TOJIMHa y OBOM I'pajly M3alllle CY ¥ IIPBe CPIICKe YNTAHKE.
Y to Bpeme Cp6u cy c/ram IUTOMIiE Ha CTYAMje Iefaroruje
y Hemauky. Ymyheno je n 10 yunreba Ha jeIHOTORMIIIbE
ycaBplIaBame Ha yyBeHe yHuBep3utete IlIBajiapcke u He-
MauKe.
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Plan Ahead: PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS
Elections for the 2015 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting on February 22, 2015.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates
in the sacramental life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the
Gospel and the canons of the Church and has been a member and steward of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any
unreasonable burden. We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-
term plans. If you would like to serve Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board, please
contact Aleksandar Zlatic, Board President, any member of the current Board, or the Parish Priest.

On Stewardship

t is that time once again. It is the beginning of the New Year, we are preparing for our annual parish meeting, and we are
Icalled to reflect upon, pray about and then, of course, do something about stewardship. Being a steward is not just a duty,

not just an obligation. It is, first and foremost, an opportunity to reflect the image of God, respond to His Spirit, and prove
our love for Him and our trust in Him.

Stewardship is so much more than just “What are you going to give to the parish so we can pay our bills?”. While it is true
that the parish has obligations, commitments, and responsibilities just like every other family in the world, that is not why
we give our time, talent and treasure to the parish. While it is true that the parish would not function or stay open without
our support — we give to the parish because God gives to us and asks us to show our love for Him and our respect for Him
by offering from the blessings He gives to us.

In a real sense, God gives to us and to the parish Himself, because nothing we have is from our own power. Anything that
comes into our life, even if the result of our work and effort, is ultimately a gift from God. If we did not have life, or talent,
or health, or time, or the opportunity to work, we would have nothing. We are completely and totally dependent upon God.

He asks us, in our dependency;, to offer a portion of everything that He has blessed us with back to Him and His Church.
There are three characteristics to a holy and acceptable gift:

It is a portion. 1. God does not ask for an amount from each of us. He asks for a portion (or better yet, a percent-
age) of everything. The biblical minimum is 10% (a tithe) of everything that He blesses us with. Even if we feel that we
can't currently increase our gift or reach a tithe, it is important to give a percentage of that which God gives us. 4%, 5%,
6% - whatever. It is fair, because a percentage is a percentage — 10% of $100 is the exact same gift as 10% of $1000.
Then we understand that with greater blessings comes greater responsibility. Those to whom much is given, much is
expected.

It is a first-fruits portion. 2. Our gift is supposed to be off the top, so to speak. In the Scriptures, the gift was always
the very first thing commended by God from His followers. We are not supposed to pay all our other bills and then
figure out what we can “afford” to give to God. When we offer a first-fruits gift, it demonstrates our love for and trust
in God. We believe and trust that He will always provide for Himself and each of us.

It is blameless. 3. When a shepherd offered a lamb or goat to God, he didn’t go his flock, and pick out the sickest,
weakest one. He took the best one — without spot or blemish. A gift to God is supposed to be from our best, not our
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worst. If our gift is leftovers, or given grudgingly, or cheap, that is disrespectful and shows an appalling lack of trust in
God.

Trust is perhaps the most important aspect and ingredient in godly and stewardly giving. The Scriptures are full of
examples (cf. 2 Cor 8-9) that remind us that when we trust God and give to His glory and His mission, we will never
be without. He always will provide what is needed to allow someone to make a gift and take care of his needs. But we
have confused needs and wants in this world of ours. So we have a hard time trusting God because we don’t seem to
get what we “need” (but in reality, want).

I know a man who is always saying, “You can’t outgive God.” As we get ready to take stock of our blessings, then prayer-
fully and seriously contemplate what we can offer to God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and His Body (the Church) and make our
pledges, may He fill us with His Spirit to love and trust Him enough to make a first-fruits proportional offering from the very
best that we have. It’s true. No matter how much we give, we can’t outgive God.

We are now in our “Stewardship Month for the New year 2015.” Everyone is asked to pray, meditate and ponder a financial
commitment to the parish and then sign a pledge.

The concept of “stewardship” can be misunderstood in today’s Church. Although stewardship principles include giving
money, it is much more than that. Stewardship is a Christian (and biblical) concept.

In his second letter to the Corinthians (8:1-9:8), St. Paul writes a remarkable essay on what it means to follow Christ as a
steward. Anyone claiming to live a Christian life must reflect on his words.

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most se-
vere trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this
service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with
God's will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.
But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us — see that
you also excel in this grace of giving. (8:1-7)

Christian stewards give “themselves first to the Lord.” True stewardship begins with the realization that Christ does not
expect “something” from us — He expects everything. He told the rich young man to sell “everything,” give it to the poor,
and follow Him. We begin a stewardly life by giving ourselves to the Lord.

But it is important to note that Paul exalts the Macedonians for their “rich generosity” He also marvels in the fact that
they, on their own, “pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service.” Generous giving of ourselves to the “service
of the saints” (i.e., the life and work of the Church) is not something that is to be taken grudgingly, or as something to be
minimized or avoided, but rather a privilege that should be embraced.

In holding up the Macedonians as an example, Paul then turns his attention to the Corinthians. They are excellent in
many ways: “in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness,” even in love. But if they are excellent in those things,
they must also be excellent in the grace of giving. Paul implies that they would be lacking as Christians if they ignored this
aspect of their lives. As would we be lacking if we excel in a number of Christian virtues but are weak in giving.

I am not commanding you, but I want to see the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.

And here is my advice about

Sacrificial giving and giving in proportion to what we have received from God leads us toward the concept of tithing. In
the minds of most, this means offering a certain percent of our gross revenue to the glory of God. Parishes and individual
Orthodox Christians who commit to begin this journey need not focus heavily on the word “tithing” or on the whatever
percent of giving right from the start. While it is clear to many that this is what the Bible and the Church tradition teaches,
thinking in terms of a percentage and giving 1% or 2% or 5% as a first step will mark an important break from the patterns
of giving so common in many parishes.

The first step in this process, however, must be to recognize that faith-based giving is the desired goal. The patters of giv-
ing followed by so many for years and years, while well-intentioned and based on faithful devotion, need to be changed if
our churches are to grow and progress to their full potential. The time to start is now and the way to start is to launch an
open-minded, patient, and loving look at what has motivated other Christians and our past practices. Comparing these find-
ings to what is really prescribed in the Bible, will reveal the path we need to begin following. May God be with you on your

journey and may God bless you for your love and generosity!
J Y Y Y Y § el Fr. Blasko and The Parish Council
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This commitment [
make to secure a Christ-
centered life for myself
and my family.

...to return to God the
first fruits from the gifts
He has bestowed upon
me.

...to assist my Lord in
the mission of spreading

2015 Stewardship Pledge Form

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

TELEPHONE
I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2015: $

His Gospel.
...to anchor my personal

To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
\_ J

~

Al

Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served
regularly at 10:00 am every Sunday
and on major Feast days at our
Parish Center at Irvine Corporate
Park, 2148 Michelson Drive, Irvine.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm: Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confessionwill
be served every Saturday @ 5:00 pm
and on the eve of major Feast days
at 7:00 pm.

Akathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 p.m.

JANUARY 6"

BAIILE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 7:00 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten
Dinner following church services
(OcBeheme 6anmaka 1 Beuepa mocre

Beuepme cyxoe). Parents, please
arrive with your children no later

than 6:30 p.m.

JANUARY 7*

BOXWHh - NATIVITY OF

OUR LORD JESUS

CHRIST - CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
and Christmas lunch following.

JANUARY 8*
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
- Divine Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

JANUARY 9*

St. Stephen the First Archdeacon
and Martyr - Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.
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JANUARY 13*

SERBIAN NEW YEAR
CELEBRATION

Serbian New Year’s celebration will
be held at our Church facility. See
enclosed flyer!

JANUARY 14*
St. Basil the Great - New Year’s Day
- Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

NO FASTING FROM JANUARY
7™ THROUGH AND INCLUDING
JANUARY 17™

In celebration of Christmas we do not
fast at all (even on Wednesdays and
Fridays) from January 7 through and
including January 17. On January 18,
however, we fast rigorously (no meat/
poultry, dairy products/eggs or fish)
in preparation for the Feast of
Epiphany on January 19™.
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JANUARY 18*

Theophany Eve - KpcroBran
Divine Liturgy & Great Blessing
of Water 10:00 a.m. Bring your
empty bottles for holy water.

JANUARY 19*

Theophany - borojasmeme.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Followed
by Great blessing of Water.

JANUARY 20*

St. John the Baptist -

Cs. JoBan Kpcturem

- Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

OCBEREILE BOJVIIOM -
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS
TO BEGIN JANUARY 18

We begin this new year with a great
joy. Joy for the growth and stability
of our beloved parish. Joy for our
brotherhood in Christ in His Holy
Church. As such, we should manifest
that joy by asking for His blessings
each year. A way to concretely ask for
such a blessing is to have our homes
blessed each year by a priest.

This is long-standing tradition in the
Orthodox Church. Each year after
the Feast of Theophany, we schedule
the blessing of homes. Please contact
me as soon as possible to schedule
the blessing of your home or
business.

PREPARATION FOR

ST. SAVA PROGRAM

If you want your child to participate
in the St. Sava program, please
contact the priest @ 949 702 - 0706
All children who are participating in
the St. Sava program must practice
the poems at home and attend
rehearsals. The celebration will take
place on Sunday January 25%.

JANUARY 27*
ST. SAVA
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m

FEBRUARY 12*

CABOP CB. TP JEPAPXA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY
HIERARCHS

Cs. Jlurypruja nouehe y 10:00
vacoBa mpe nogue. The Holy Divine
Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 14"

3apymHne - Memorial Saturday
Div. Liturgy @ 10:00 am at Sretnje
monastery in Escondido.

FEBRUARY 15®

CPETEILE I'OCITOIHE -
MEETING OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE -
Presentation. Cs. JIutypruja mouehe
y 10:00 gacosa mpe mozxe. Holy
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00
a.m.

MARCH 22,
“Mnapennu” The Divine Liturgy at
10:00 a.m.

GREAT LENT - Great Lent starts on
Monday, February 23" and will end
on Paschal Sunday, April 12

Make a sincere Lenten effort to pray,
fast, give alms and journey with our
parish in as many of the services as is
possible. More quiet, less noise, more
prayer, more Confession, less food,
more Scripture, less TV should be a
goal. The ultimate goal is fasting
from sin and Transfiguration of our
life in Christ. The Liturgy of
Presanctified Gifts will be served
on Wednesdays and Fridays during
Lenten Season. The Presanctified
Divine Liturgy will be served on
Wednesdays at 5:00 AM and on
Fridays at 10:00 AM. The Great
Cannon of St. Andrew will be
served every evening during the
First week of Lent at 7:00 PM.
Please join us!

FEBRUARY 22", 12:30 p. m.

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
You are hereby invited to attend

the Annual Meeting of our Parish,
which will be held at our Parish
Center, 2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine,
California, on Sunday, February 22
2015, following the Divine Liturgy
and lunch. It is imperative that all of
our faithful attend this meeting to
discuss the many important matters
about the future of our Parish. The
Parish Board will present the
financial statement for 2014, and a
budget proposal for 2015.

Please invite the people you know to
join you. Also, it is essential that you
submit your Parishioner Application
and Stewardship Pledge Forms before
the meeting to become a member in
good standing. If you do not have
these Forms, please contact Fr.
Blasko @ (949) 830-5480. In
anticipation of your presence at this
meeting, we remain,

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest
Aleksandar Zlatic, President

OFFERINGS of wine for Holy
Communion, oil for the vigil lamps,
candles for the Holy Altar table, and
incense for services may be made by
contacting the parish priest. The
customary donations are as follow:
for vigil lamps, $20.00; wine, $10.00
per bottle or $65.00 per case; candles
for the Holy Altar, $30.00; and
incense, $40.00

Murpononur Moaun (Cubrues).
IIponosenn. 1962-1969

JTA TOP)KECTBYET 3EMJIA! (Ha
PoxpectBo Xpuctoso) Bo nms
Orna n Coina n Cpararo [Jyxa!
Heb6o u 3emns, oHecv npopouecku 0a
8038ecensIMcs, AHeernbl U uenoseubl
0yx06H0 0a mopicecmeytom: sko boe
80 NTIOMU ABUCS CYULUM B0 CEOSTULUM.
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TaxuMu coBamu, OpaThbs U CECTPBI,
Bcex IpusbiBaeT LlepkoBb B cBOMX
IIeCHONIEHNAX TOP>KECTBOBATD I
JIMKOBATb B CBET/IBLIL I PaJOCTHBIN
neHb Poxxpectsa Xpucrosa.

O Heb60 u 3emsa! BHuMaiite racy
LepxBy, BHMMAIITE U BECETUTEC
COITIACHO CKa3aHHOMY O Bac
npopokamn: «Jla Becenarcs Hebeca
U JIa TOPXKeCTBYeT 3eMJIA. .. TIpef
nnieM Tocoma!» Tak Hekorga
B3BbIBaJ/I K BaM Ipopok JlaBuyp, korma
BUJE [[yXOBHBIMM OYaMI
rpapyuero Meccuro—Xpucra
Cnacurens. Papyittecn, Hebeca, 1
BECEJINCh, 3eMJIA. ..» — B3BIBAJI K
BaM OT BOCTOpra CB. mpopok Vcaiis,
KOTI7Ia IIpefi ero IpopoYeCcKUMHI
OYaMU pacKpblIach KapTuHa
SBUBIIETOCA Ha 3eMtio [ocrioma s
nsbapnenns yemoseka. O HebO!
Becenucy BmecTe ¢ Hamu!
brarosectByit HaM JieHb OT JiHe
popusLierocsa HeiHe Xpucra Ilaps.
brarosectByii u BosBewan ciaBy
Boxxuio. O semnsa! Tebe nmu HpiHe
6bITb 6e3MonBHOI? Tebe mu He
BECEIUTHCA B 9TOT 3HAMEHAaTe/IbHbII
neHb Poxxpectsa Xpucrosa? He Tb
IV YTOTOBA/IA pOXKALIEMYCs XPUCTY
BepTell, BMECTUB B cebs
Hesmectumoro?! Becemucn ke,
3eMJIA, ¥ TOP>KeCTBYIL, 160 HacTaIo
" TBOe 130aBIeHNe C TPUIIIeCTBUEM
B Mup Xpucra Crnacurend. He na
Tebe /Iy JIeKasT TIePCT MPOKJISTIS, He
Te6e 1 6bIIO CKa3aHOo, YTOObI ThI
IIPOM3PACTI/IA Y€/IOBEKY BOTYIIBI 1
TepHIM, KOTZIa OH BOCCTAJI IIPOTUB
bora? He To1 11 coBO3IbIXa/Ta
BMeECTe C YeJIOBEKOM OT TsDKECTU
HeT/IeHnsA? A HbIHE — OXKaeTcs
XpHCTOC U THI OCBOOOXX/IAEIIBCS OT
npokATuAa. Poxpgaerca Xpucroc, u
ThI OCBOOOXK/IAEIIbCA OT HET/IEHUS B
cBobopy cmaBbl 4aj boxuux.
Becemuco ke 1 TOP>KeCTBYI, ClIaBb
poxpa-merocs Xpucra Ilaps.
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Asnrenbl! BocroliTe 1 BbI HbIHe
no6enHyo necHb CracuTesnto
Halemy, 671aroBoIMBIIEMY
poxuTICA B BepTerne oT JleBbl.
BecenuTech ke BMecTe C HaMI B
JIeHb PaZloCTH, B IeHb BCEMUPHOTO
Top>xecTsa! Jlukyiite n
TOP>KeCTBYIiTe, noliTe [ociony
JIOCTOHYIO XBaJIy, 100 pOXKaeTcs
Xpucroc — u 4enoBek oboxxaeTcs,
poxpaercst XpUCTOC — VI MEHbIIAst
OpaTys Ballla OT AbABONBCKIX CeTeil
ocBoboXaerca. [IuBHbIe fena
COBEpIIAIOTCA B HbIHEIITHNIT IeHb BO
rpage Budneeme! Becemucs, He60! U
MKy, 3eMiisA! AHTesbl, XBany
borosu namemy norsite! Yenosersl,
JIyXOBHO TOp>KecTByliTe! B
HBIHEIIHNI IeHb HeT MeCTa IlIavy,
HeT MecTa reyanu. Heine bor Bo
IUIOTYU SABWJICA CYIVIM BO TbMe.
ITombicy, 4enoBek, cBOe mepBoe
6/1aXeHCTBO, 113 KOTOPOTO ThI
HYICITAJT, BKYCUBIIN Tpexa. Tl Ol
YUCT U CBAT, HO OMPA4YN/ICA TPEXOM,
MOCITYIIAB JIeCTb AYaBosa. Tbl
HaC/TaX/Ja7Ca paiCKuM
6/12)KEHCTBOM ¥ TECHBIM O0OIIleHNEM
¢ borom, HO OBUI M3THAH 13 3TOTO
6/1a)kKeHCTBA, M 3aKPBIT J1s1 Te0s
IOCTYI K TeCHOMY OOIIIeHNIO C
Borom. Ipex Bosobmagan roboro. O
Ipou3Bes B Tebe pacCTPOIICTBO
JIyXOBHBIX I TeJIECHBIX CUJI ¥ BBEPT
Te0s B 6e3Hy norn6em. Thl pan
6bUT 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT TPexa, HO
rpex Ipous3Bes B Tebe 3/1ble
MOXKeMaHs, 000AbCTIII TeOA 1
YMepTBWIL, ¥ YeM JO/IbIIe ThI KNI,
TEeM Bce 0ojIee ThMa IpeXOBHasd
obOHMMasa TeOs ¥ TeHb CMepTHas
norpyskana tebsi B CBOM 00bATHS,
IIOKa He ABMJICA B MUP XPUCTOC
Cracurens.Ilombicnu Bce aT0,
4eJ/I0BEK, ¥ BO3BECEIICh JYXOBHO,
n60 Tebs1 pagy pofuIcs B ydorom
BepTene Xpucroc Criacurerb.
XpucToc popnacsa — U Th

000KMICs; XPUCTOC PORUICA — U
ThI T/ICHV TPEXOBHOTO CBOOOAVIICS;
Xpucroc popnicsa — U IONpPaHA
ObIcTb Cc1Ia AvaBona. Vicuesna TbMa
ot saBybIerocs B Mup ConHia
[TpaBpbr — Xpucta Haps. Tebe mu
He TOP>KeCTBOBATb IyXOBHO,
Je/I0BeK, Tebe /I He BeCeNThC,
Tebe /11 He IIPOC/IAB/IATh TBOpIa
csoero 1 Iocniopia, pox/iierocs B
Budneeme tebst pagn?! Tel mas, HO
HbIHE BOCCTAHOBJICH, Thbl I3THAH 13
past, HO HbIHe OTKPBIBAIOTCS Tebe
paiickue nBepu. Tobl ynanen ot bora,
Ho HbiHe Cam Jocnofb cHMCXOAUT K
Tebe BO IJIOTH — JIa BO3BeIeT Tebs
Ha nepsoe 6maxxeHcTBo! He roBopnu
HUKTO HBIHE: I TPellleH U IOTOMY He
MOTy JINKOBATb CO BCEMU U
BOCCBIIATh XBay bory. [pemnpix
pagu Bor Celi BO IJIOTU SIBUCSL.
IToTomy Tebe erme 60ree TOHKHO
JIMKOBATh 1 BecenmuThcA. OcTaBbTe
HBIHE, 3aTEeIIHMKI LTYMHBIX
MMPILECTB, TeJIECHOE Becenue!
[Tpuxopurte, Ba JyXOBHO
BOCTOP>KECTBYeM BKYIIE CO
Amnrenamu, xBany borosn
Boccoputaronie. OcraBbTe TO, 4YTO
oMpayaeT CBET/IOCTD IIPa3HIKA.
OcTaBbTe BCAKMIL TpeX — McYafme
afia u fuaBona. OcTaBbTe THYCHbIE
noctynkyu. OcraBbTe THEB, OCTaBbTe
3710, OCTaBbTe 3aBJCTb U CCOPBHI.
OcTaBuM Bce HEUMCTOe U TeMHOE.
BocnpunmeM cBeTsible MbICTIHN,
YMCTOE CepALie U O/1aryio BOJIIO.
IIpunecem Xpucrty BMeCTO 3/1aTa —
M000Bb, BMECTO JIaJlaHa — HAZIeKAY,
BMeCTO CMVPHbI — OJ1arve iessHus.
Ila 6yzeM 1 MbI JOCTOITHO
BOCCHITaTh borosu no6eguyio
IecHb: XpUCTOC POXKAAETCS —
cmaBuTe; XpUCTOC ¢ Hebec —
cpamure; XpUCTOC HA 3€M/IU —
Bo3Hocutecs. [loiite TocmomeBn BCa
3eMJIsL, M BecCerieM BOCIIONITe,
JIIOfiNe, IKO POC/IAaBUCA. AMUHB.
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Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church,

Orange County, California

2148 Michelson Drive
Irvine, California 92612

DR. IVANKA SRBINOVSKA & DR. MILOS BOSKOVIC
13372 Newport Ave. Suite G, Tustin, CA 92780, Tel. (714) 832-2672
www.TransformationDental.com

j JOVANA JERINIC E___'%' S———

Cortified Public Accounmtant § ——
[

Tel: 949.415.5415 |
jovana@jj-cpa.com E} 4
wwnw. ji-cpa.com ==
Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
follovsing services to small businesses and individuz

TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS

ACCOUNTING PAYROLL

BOOKKEEPING BUSIMESS CONSULTING

NEED A WEBSITE?

Affordable B Professional Web Site Services

Services:

«WEBSITE DESIGN
«WEBSITE HOSTING
«DOMAIN NAMES

WWW.CheapHostingForYou.COM

STANCOM
CONSTRUCTION

STANISA STAN COVIC

Phone (714) 812-2633
www.stancomconstruction.com

DIRECTIONS...to the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park

2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine

Belween MacArthur & Von Karman
Directions: From MNorth take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airporl. Turn left onto
MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center an right side of street.
From South take San Diego Fwy 405 Morth, Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn

right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
left side of street.




