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CHRISTMAS AND MARTYRDOM

By Fr. Steven Kostoff

ity of Our Lord is Matthew 2:1-12. This passage

proclaims the Good News that the Savior was born
in Bethlehem according to the biblical prophecies. The
star guides the Magi and they, in turn, bring their gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh to the newborn Child in
acknowledgment that He is unique and a true King, testi-
fied to by cosmic signs that even the Gentile Magi can
properly interpret. Joyous as this is, there is already a hint
of the ultimate destiny of Christ
in that myrrh is used in the
burial customs of the Jews.

On the Second Day of the
Nativity, we complete the read-
ing of the second chapter of
Saint Matthew’s Gos-
pel—2:13-23, which immedi-
ately introduces us to the tragic
reality of the massacre of the
innocent boys in and around
Bethlehem who were two years
old or younger. The previous
joy of the Savior’s Nativity is re-
placed by the wailing and lam-
entation of the mothers of
these innocent children, in ful-
fillment of the prophecy of Jer-
emiah:

“A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and
loud lamentation, Ra-
chel weeping for her
children; she refused to
be consoled, because
they are no more” [Jere-
miah 2:18].

The Gospel reading for the Great Feast of the Nativ-

The shadow of the Cross lay across the infancy narra-
tives in this Gospel, for in the immediate post-Nativity
period, these male children become the first of many
martyrs who must die because Christ has entered the
world, as many of the powerful of this world—following
the dark example of King Herod—will not receive Him;
they will actually despise Him and turn against His fol-
lowers. Thus, the suffering of innocent children is some-
how taken up by God as an offering in a sinful world that
fluctuates between light and
darkness. We now under-
stand that the cave of the Na-
tivity anticipated the tomb of
Christ’s burial, and that the
swaddling clothes anticipated
the grave clothes with which
Christ would eventually be
bound following His death on
the Cross.

On the Third Day of the
Nativity, we commemorate
the Protomartyr Stephen, the
first to die for his faith in
Christ in the post-Resurrec-
tion community of the new-
born Church. Martyrdom has
always been a distinct and
powerful witness to Christ
“from the beginning” The
kontakion for the Feast of
Saint Stephen captures the
movement between the joy of
Christ’s birth and the sober-
ing reality of what Christ’s
coming meant for some:



Yesterday the Master assumed our flesh
and became our guest;

Today His servant is stoned to death and
departs in the flesh:

The glorious first martyr Stephen!

There is no greater witness to Christ than that of the
martyrs—flesh and blood men, women and children
who gave their lives for the Lord in the sure hope and
assurance that eternal life awaited them in the King-
dom of God. If we exchange a “Merry Christmas” with

others, we always need to be mindful of the commit-
ment we are making to the newborn Christ. As we tem-
porarily indulge in the days of the Feast, we realize that
the Christian life is ultimately a commitment to disci-
pline and restraint, even the “crucifixion” of the flesh
with all of its desires, in order to “witness” to Christ as
disciples who believe that His advent in the flesh, cul-
minating in His death and resurrection, has prepared a
place for us in His eternal Kingdom where there is “life
everlasting”

Ennckon Aranacuje (Jestuh)

POBEIBE TOCIIOJA HAIIIETA
NCYCA XPUCTA

obemwe Xpucra Cnacurespa,

bora Koju je mocrao Yosek,

on IIpeceere hese Mapuje
Boropoanie, Hajehe je uyno He-
6a 1 3em/be, ICTOpUje U BEYHO-
CTH, OBOTA J OHOTA BeKa 1 CBETa.
Jep Ha Dboxnuh, y mnehmun
Butnejema, tora ,Joma Xme6a“
boxujer 3a Hac byze, IIpenBeunn
Cur  boxuju  mocrao  je
ucropujcku Cmu Yoseumju, nma
Hac Jbyfle Y4YMHM CHHOBMMA
boxujum. Tsopan je mocrao
CTBOpEME Jla HaC Kao CTBOpema
bo-xmja yumHm OGecMpPTHOM n
oboxxenoMm perom boxujom. Ca
Heb6a, us IlapctBa Boxujer, cu-
olao0 je Ha 3eM/by Y Halle
ucTopujcko 6mhe m >KMB/bemwe
Beuynn n Henponasuu, beckonau-
nu u Hemsmenmusu bor, ma nHac,
Npo/Ia3He ¥ OTpaHMY€eHe U IIPOMEH/bUBE ¥ CMPTHE, Y4H-
HJ BEYHVM ) HENPOTAa3HUM, OECMPTHUM Y jeIMHOME
BbecmpTHOME bory - y boroyosexy Xpucry Cnacutesny.
3amro je bor nocrao Yosek? 3amrTo ce XpucrToc oBa-
I/IOTHO, 1 y3eo Ha Cebe UCTUHCKY JbY/ICKY IPUPORY, U
IIOCTA0 IIPABM U IIOTITYHM YOBEK Kao 1 My byin? Kakas
je Kpajmu b Tor boxxanckor JJomocTpoja, ,,boxxancke

VxoHOMUje“ criacera, Kako Kaxy
Ceetn Oun Hame Csere IIpaBo-
cmaBHe 1 Anoctoncke, CabopHO
- Karonmnuancke llpkse?

EBo ofiroBopa Ha TO muTame
Csetor u boroHocHor oma Ha-
wer Ipuropuja Ilaname, Apxue-
mckorna ConyH ckor (Becena 16.
Ha boxxuh, us 14. Beka):

»OBammohewe bora Jloroca
JIOHEJIO je HaMa Jby/YIMa HeyCKa-
3aHa Oara, ma n camo IlapctBo
Heb6ecHo.

Komuxko je po oBamiohema u
ouoBeyerma bora Jloroca ne6o
010 JlaTleKo Of 3eMJbe, TOMKO
je manexo 6uno ox Hac IlapctBO
He6ecHo...

Cun Boxuju mocrao je 4oBex,
fia 61 IoKa3ao Ha KaKBy HaC BM-
cuny OH y3HOCH;

fia He 61cMO yoOpas3nim Kako cMo camu cebe 0cmobo-
puu pobosama hasorny;

fa 61 OH, Kao ABoCTpyk npuponoM (Tj. bor u Hosexk =
Borouosek), moctao nocpegHuK, ycknahyjyhu csojcrsa
006ejy mpupopa;

fia 611 paCKMHYO OKOBe Tpexa;

fia 6u nokasao py6as bora nmpema Hama;
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fila 61 IToKasao y KakaB cMo OesfiaH 3/71a My OVUIV yIa-
nu, Te je 6uno nmoTpebHO oBamoheme bora;

fia 611 OCTa0 3a HaC IpUMep YHIDKeHa, Koje je cBe3a-
HO Ca TEJIOM U Ca CTPa/jabyIMa;

fia 61 HaMa IOCTAO JIeK IIPOTUB TOPAOCTH;

fia 6u mokasao jja je bor cTBOpumo Haury npupony so-
opowm;

fia 61 IT0CTa0 Hava/IHVK (= 3a4eTHMK U IIPBeHall) HO-
BOT'a XXIBOTA, MOTBP/IVIO Hallle BACKPCEbe U MPEKPaTio
Oesnabe;

ma 61 mocraBmy CuH YoBeuuju u y3eBIIM yAena y
CMPTH, YIMHUO JbyJe CMHOBMMA boxxujum u ygecHumny-
Ma 6oxkaHcKor 6ecmpha;

fia 61 I0Ka3ao fia je /by/iCKa IIPUPOJA, 33 PA3JIUKY Off
CBUX CTBOpEIba, CasfiaHa I1o MKy boxxujem;

71a je OHA TOJIVKO CPOIHA ¢ borom, fia ce Moxxe cjemMHNTI
¢ Ibum y jegnoj Mnocracu (= JInunoctn);

fia 611 IIOYacTBOBAO TEJIO, ¥ TO CMPTHO TeJIO;

Jia TOpAY Iycu He OM CMenu cMaTpaty cebe 1 Mucn-
T O ceOM Ia Cy OHM JparolieHujy Off 40BeKa, I fIa ce
MOTy OOOXMTHU ycel 0OecTeleCHOCTM Y HpPUBUIHE
6eCcMPTHOCTH;

fia 6M cjeMHIO pasfie/beHe IPUPOAOM Jbyfe U bora,
caM XpUCTOC IOCTaje MOCPeTHNK Y 06eMa IPYPOofaMa. . .

Boxxanckom 6marogahy Csojom bor je etaBuo camo-
ra Cebe y yoBekoBo 6uhe, ctBopuBumM ra o CBojoj
CIMIIM U IPWIMLIA, ¥ Y3BUCHO YOBEKA K0 CIOOOIHO 1
CaMOCBeCHO, MM4YHO 6uhe. ..

bor je ykpacuo Hamy myfcky npupopy kao Cpoje
oynyhe obmmnyje, y xoje ce On nsBone ob6yhu osamo-
hemem...

Jbyncka nmpupopa je TOMMKO 4MCTa, fa MOXKe OUTH
cjenumeHa ca borom no VMnocracu (= JInanoctn Xpuc-

L

TOBOj), M Hepas/e/buBa XuBeTu 1 npebusatu ¢ bume
y BEYHOCTH .

Eto 3amro ce, gakne, no Ceerum Onuma, Xpucroc
Ha boxxmh oBammormo m mocrao [lete op Ilpecsere
Boromajke, y jactama Burnejemckum, y 6arocioBeHoj
oBunjoj nehmuy, Haj KojoM cy Tora yaca Anbhemn He-
Oecku IeBaIy CBepafoCHy mecMy: ,,CnaBa Ha BUCHHU
bory, n Ha 3emspu Mup, Meby /pyaymMa gobpa Bospal!®

Ta mecma je Hamr xpynrhaHcku, IpaBOCTaBHU IIPO-
rpaM 3a CBe /byfie ¥ Hapofie, KaKo IIpe JIBe X1baJie ro-
JIHA TaKO U IaHac, TaKo U fioBeka. To je 61o mporpam
JKIMBOTA M Pajja ¥ IIOHAIIAba ¥ B/IaJlakba I YOBEKOBarbha
(=XyMaHOCTHM) HaIIUX OTAlla U IIpaoTala MpaBOC/IaB-
HuX, Hammx Cprckux Myuennka u IlpaBegnuka, Ha-
mux ButesoBa Kpcra yacHor n Cnobope 3maTHe, Ha-
IIMX paTapa M paTHMUKA, HAIIMX PaJHMKA U IIOC/TIE€HMKA
Ha CBaKOM 4YE€CTUTOM JbY/ICKOM M HAPOJHOM, YOBEYaH-
CKOM IIOCTTY ¥ CITYKOH.

Ta HebGecka crmaBa boxxnmja, u Taj cmacuterbEn Mup
Xpuctos, u Ta 6orogana [lo6pa Bomma meby /pynyma —
Heka faHac o boxxnhy, 1 y cBe maHe xmBoTa Haruer, 0y-
Jie ca CBMMa HaMa, 1 cBuMa boxjum byguma u cTBO-
pemuma! Heka cea 3emsba mocrane Butnejemcke jacrne,
ma np u My borommagenna Xpucra y cpiia CBUjy Hac, u
y ZOMOBe CBMX BEpPHMX M IpaBuUX /byAu boxujux, mo-
ce6Ho HamaheHor Hapopa Haurer IIpaBociaBHOL, Koju
ce eBo Beh celMo 71eTo He cMMPpYje, pacTp3aBaH CIIO/ba
U U3HYTPAa, a XXeJJaH MIpa ¥ JbyOaBy, Ipasjie U c1o6o-
nie, xenan Xpucrosor boxxnha un IapcTsa, koje Xpu-
croc Criac JoHOCH U Jjaje 3a CBE€ HaC y 0Baj CBECIaco-
HocHM fiaH u [Tpasunk boxxnha. Mup Boxju! Xpucroc
ce popu! Cpehan boxxnh! brarocnosena Hosa Topnua
6naroctu locopme!

P OY




Mup
boscju!
Xpucinoc
ce pogu!

IlosgpaBmaM Bac OBUM
pagocuuMm Boxuhuum mo-
3[paBOM Yy OBe Ipa3HMYHE JlaHe
pobema XpuctoBor, u pobherma Harre
xpunrhaHcke Tpagynyje v nyBunsanyje. Heka
HoBopobhenn boromnanenar Xpucroc 61arociosu Bac,
Balle QamMuimje, KyMOBe, IIpujaTesbe, TOOPUM [yXOB-
HUM ¥ T€JIECHUM 37IpaBJ/beM, MUPOM U CBaKMM Halpe-
TKOM y 2017. TOAMHM OBUM 4YYLECHUM IIPasHUKOM
pobema Tocroga n bora Hamrera Vicyca Xpucra.

boxxuh yBek JoHOCH HaMa U L|e/IOM CBETY PajioCHY
nopyky o boxxnjoj rby6aBu u criacemy cBeta. V3 gymra
MWWIVOHA /by, Ma T/ie /la C€ Ha/Ia3U/IX U Y KaKBUM YycC-
JIOBMIMa >KUBEJIM, Y3HOCK ce MonnTBa bory 3a 6orbe cy-
Tpa, 32 KOHAYHY OOey HaJj CulaMa 371a U TaMe. Y3HO-
CI ce MOMUTBA 3a OO/BY IUVIEMEHUTHUjU CBET, 32 CBET
XUBOT 6e3 cTpaxa Off TepopyusMa, paTa U IIPOTOHa,
cBeT y KojeM he 6parcka /pyb6aB Meby Haumjama, Hapo-
IVIMa ¥ CBUM JbyJVIMa 3aBJIaJJaTi 3ayBeK.

boxxuh Tpeba fa Tpaje Buille off jemHOr JaHa, jep
boxxuhHa nmopyka Huje caMo 3a jefaH JaH IIpOCIaBe
IIpa3HMKa, HETO 3a 11€0 XMUBOT. [ocmop 1masbe CBojy uy-
TOTBOPHY U paflocHy OPYKY ,,Crasa Ha eucunu boiy u
Ha 3emmu mup mehy wyguma u godpa éoma“y cpua
TbyIu, IpeobpakaBajyhu bUXoBe XuBOTe, IpuBopehn
VX VICKpeHOM crny>kewy bory u 6mpkmuma. [To3us 3a
jady Bepy M JOCTOjHUjM >XMBOT ymyheH je u oBor
boxmha. Humra n Huko Huje y cTamy fa yHUIITH
boxmhHy pafocT, Koja je yBek CBeXka ¥ aKTUBHA y
6ecMpTHOj Aymm /byAM; AyLIN KOja He ymype. Bpeme
CMPOMAIIITBA, NIaTHe U MyKe, paTa ¥ IIPOroHa, yOucTa-
Ba I TepOpM3Ma, IPUPOJHNX KaTacTpoda 1 eKOHOM-
CKe eKCIUIoaTalyje Haposia He Mory yMawuTy boxxnhny
pajocT, pajocT Koja je BeuHa. boxmh je mpasHmx
’pybaBy, pyO6aBy boxkuje Ipema 4OBeKy, YOBEKOBE
pybaBu mpema bory u 6mmkmuma. ,Jep bor tako
3aBosbe cBUjeT f1a je CuHa cBOjera JeqMHOPOJHOT /120,
Jla CBaKM KOjU Bjepyje y mera He IOrMHe, HEero Jja MMa
XUBOT BjeqHn.“ (Jos. 3:16)

boxmuh je Bpeme kajja fapoBe 1 61arocnose Koje
cTanHo nmpumamo of locnopa, genumo ca gpyruma y

Peace of

God!
Christ is
born!

I greet you all with this
joyous greeting upon the feast
of our Lord’s nativity and the birth

of our Christian tradition. May the newly
born Christ child bless you, your families, kumovi and
friends with good spiritual and physical health in 2017,
and with peace, prosperity and salvation as we celebrate
the holy and miraculous feast of the birth of our Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ.

Christmas always gives us and the entire world the
eternal message of God’s love and offer of salvation.
From the depths of millions of human souls, no matter
where they are living or what their life situation may be,
comes the prayer for a better tomorrow, for the ulti-
mate victory of good over the forces of evil and dark-
ness. We pray for a more noble world in which the fear
of terrorism, war, oppression and persecution will be
eliminated and brotherhood among nations, peoples
and individuals will be established forever.

Christmas is more than a twenty-four hour event;
its message, beyond the day-long festivities, goes on for
a lifetime. God keeps the miraculous and joyous mes-
sage, “Glory to God in the Highest and peace and good
will among men,” alive in the hearts of people, transfig-
uring their lives, making changes in their existence and
bringing them to His true worship and genuine service
to others. The call for stronger faith and a Godlike life
goes out again this Christmas. Nothing and no one can
destroy the joy of this feast — a joy that is immortal in
people’s souls. Times of poverty, misery or sorrow, war
or oppression, murder or terrorism, natural disasters or
economic exploitation of the masses cannot wither
Christmas; it belongs to eternity. This feast is all about
love; God’s love for man, man’s love for God and, man’s
love for his neighbor. “For God so loved the world, that
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IyXy WUCKpeHe I IIOKPTBOBaHe JbyOaBU, Yy ZOYXY
xpuirhaHCKOT cTapama 1 cTapare/bcTBa. Hamra mpksa
VI TApOXUja, ¥ OBOT IyTa obpaha ce BamMa, BepHUM I10-
Maraumma, fia IIOMOTHeTe IIPKBEHY MMCHUjy Ha IyTy
cIiacema, /ja IOMOTHeTe Halll CBAKOJHEeBHU pafi, A II0-
MOTHeTe /la Of[p>KVMMO HaIlly ITAPOXMjy ¥ OCTBAPUMO
JKe/beHe LMJbeBe JIa jeTHOT JaHa IMAMO CBOjy LIDKBY I
npocrop. [Togcehamo Bac 1a ce Hala IpKBa Kao U CBa-
Ka Jpyra LIpKBa 1 Mapoxija N3Ap>KaBa CK/bYYNBO Ba-
myM npunosuma Kpos Cremappacxun nporpam. [lo-
OpOYMHCTBO 1 CTApaTe/bCTBO je IPOrpaM Haller CBa-
KOJHEBHOT >KMBOTA.

Boxuh je Bpeme kajja cBaku of Hac Tpeba jja ce ce-
TU CBOje LPKBE U J1a je IIOMOTHE CBOjUM BPEMEHOM, Ta-
JIAHTUMA M MaTepUjaTHUM T00pUMa IIPEKO Iiesie TOu-
He. Stewardship CrapaTe/bcTBO — je OMOMMjCKY HAuMH
Y y ZYXOBHOM IIOIJIEAY jeiHY MCIIPaBaH HA4MH Jja ce
u3ip>kaBa IjpkBa boxuja, ja 61 Moria fa pajgu cBojy
MMCHjy Y OBOM CBETY.

Hexka BenmumHa u pagocT oBor npasHuka Pobhemwa
XpucroBor MCIyHe Ballle JAylle U Ballle JIOMOBe
Jby6aB/by, MUPOM, HafioM, pagouhy u cpehom. Heka
Tocnox momapym ma cBu pmoheMo Ha MOKIOBmeHE
HoBopobenoMm Boromnapenny Xpucry, na ra obpapu-
MO HAIIIOM BepoM, ITOBEpemeM I IOCayInHomhy 1a 61
3ay3Bpar JOOWIN Jap BEYHOTa XMBOTA.

JKemum Bam cpehan boxxuh
u cpehny Hosy 2017. Toguny.
C mwydasmy y Xpuciny boiy,
O. brnamko ITapaknuc

He sent His only begotten son into the world; that who-
ever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16)

Christmas is a time for sharing our blessings and
God-given gifts in loving and sacrificial giving which is
the true spirit of Christian stewardship. Your parish
turns to you, our devoted faithful, for contributions to
the church’s mission, its daily operations and future
plans to build a church and needed facilities. Please
help us achieve our goals! Let us remind you that our
church is solely supported by your generous donations
through the stewardship program. Christmas is a spe-
cial time when we should prayerfully consider how to
best support our church by giving our time, talents and
material resources now and throughout the entire year.
Stewardship is a biblical and spiritual way of support-
ing God’s church and its mission on earth.

May the wonder and majesty of this glorious feast of
our Lord’s Nativity fill your souls and your homes with
love, peace, hope, joy and happiness. Let us all go to the
manger to worship the Christ child, give Him our trust,
belief and obedience, and, in return, receive from him
the gift of eternal life.

Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
With love in Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis

CHRISTMAS GIFT

NAME / IN NAME OF:

ADDRESS:

CITY / STATE:

Christmas Donation $

Make your check payable to: Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Church

Please Mail to: 2148 Michelson Drive, Irvine, CA 92612

THANK YOU!
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ITIpodecop Op Pagmuno Jocrannh

Cp6mu y onopannu EBpomne

n onoBuHOM 14. Beka Cp61ja je Ha BpPXYHI[Y CBOje
Mohn. OrpoMHO je IpoLIVpIIa CBOjy TePUTOPH-
jy 3aysumameM Makenonnje, Anbanuje, Emmpa
u Tecanuje. Tonnue 1354. Typum cTymajy Ha eBpOIICKO
Tre. Ilap [lyman ce nodeo cnpemaru 3a par ca Typnu-
Mma. O ToMe cBefjo4e IOPyKe Koje je pasMemuBao ca Ila-
oM. Mehytum nap [yuran ymupe 20. genemb6bpa 1355.
ropguHe. tberos cun Ypour tajia je umao 19. roguna. Ha-
KOH TOTa JI0NIa3y 10 pacnapyaBarma CpIicKe prKaBe.

Cumeon ITaneonor ([lymanoB nomy6par 1mo mMajim) 13-
IBaja jy>kHe fenose [Ip)KaBe u IpoI/ialiaBa ce 3a Lapa.

bpaha Mpmwasuesnhn (Bykamuu n Yrpenra) y cpe-
AUIIHOM Jeny GpopMupajy cBoje fpxkaBe a KHe3 Jlaszap
XpebepanoBuh y ceBeproM pgeny Llapcra. Tako pac-
napyaHa CpOuja yeka BelUKY TYPCKY CUIT.

Kues Jlasap XpebepaHoBuh 3acmyxyje ia ce 0 lbeMy
Kaxe Hemto Bume u mpe Kocosckor 60ja. Myapum u
Ia/IeKOBU/IMM IPXKaBHIYKUM noTte3uma Jlazap ce 6p3o
Y3AMIao M3HAJ APYTUX BelMKalla ¥ HAMETHYO Ce Kao
HacnenHuk Hemamnha. Benuku yrien je crekao xaza je
6utHO ponpuHeo nmomupewy Cprcke u Llapurpazcke
npkse (BacemeHcke marpujapiinje), YnMe je CPICKOM
BEPCKOM II0I7IaBapy KOHA4YHO IpM3HATa TUTY/IA IaTPy-
japxa.

IToBydyeHa je aHaTema 6adeHa 3a BpeMe Ijapa JlymaHa.
I[Tpen KocoBcky 6uTky, mopen kHesa Jlasapa, Hajsehu
CPIICKM BeJIMKAIIV OMJIV CY BeroBu 3eToBu Byk bpan-
koBuh, nocrozap Kocosa u BHypah Bammuh y 3ern.
Kues Jlasap ce Tpyano ja OCTaBu CIIOMeH 13a cebe 1o-
mvokyhu 3agy>kOuxe. Manactup PaBaHuIa je HeroBo
meno. Y UCTOPMjCKMM U3BOPMMA OH Ce IpPUKasyje Kao
JacTaH, H000XaH 1 Xpabap Brajiaai.

Kocoscka 6utka ce ogurpana 15. Jyna 1389. rogune
10 CTapoM KajeHfapy. Bugoszan je mao y yropak. O
caMoj OUTLM Y UCTOPMjCKUM M3BOPMMA HeMa MHOTO IO~
JlaTaka. Y CPIICKMM M3BOpUMa IIOMEIIaHe Cy UCTOPMjCKe
YMIbEHNUIE U JIETEH/A. JejlaH Off HajIO3HATUjUX OIINCA
OuTKe Hamasm ce y Typckoj Vicropuju Myna Mexmena
Hempnje.

Omn oBako omucyje Kocosckn 60j: ,,cTpene cy cyHie
3aKJIamale, of KoIla/ba HY BETap Hije MOrao Jja 1yBa, Of
KOHCKIX HOTY Hu Oyjuiia ia je 6111a He 611 Moria mpohmn..
cabrpe cBenTele Kao OmucTaBy HebecKy IIaMEHOBI; O
IIJICKE BOjHMYKNX POTOBa 3BEPUIbE je y IIyMaMa LipKa-
Bano;“ Jla /i je ynmuTamy IpeTepuBarbe, IpeyBeya-
Barbe WM UCTOUYbadKa peTopuka? OBJie je yMeCcHO In-

Tame — 3alITO TAaKBOT IIpeTepuBamba HeMa y OIMCUMa
APYIUX TYPCKUX OuTaKa?

Ono 1To HYje ciopHO 0 KocoBckom 60jy 1 y Hammoj n
y Typckoj ucropuorpaduju je cnepehe:

- Typuu cy nobemgym.

- O6a Brayapa youjeHa.

- Mypar je jenuHn TypcKM CyITaH IIOTHHYO y 60jy.

- 3a pgyxe BpeMme Typuu cy saycTaB/beHU Yy CBOM
HarpezioBamy (140 romyHa je mpotexso og Kocoscke o
Moxauke 6uTKe).

Haxon Kocoscke 6utke Cpbu cy yuecTBOBanm y He-
KOMMKO OuTaka Ha Typckoj crpanu (Posmue (1395),
Huxonoss (1396) n Anropa (1402). OHo 1mTo ce goro-
AWIO TOCTe Tora 4yHM ce HeBepoBaTHMM. Credan
JTazapesuh packnza BasaaHu ofHOC ca Typuuma u pe-
masy Ha ctpany Mabapa. Taga je ox Mabhapckor kpaspa
JKurmynpa gobuo Benuky reputopujy Ha ceepy (beo-
rpan, [ony6an, Mausy, Cpem u fieo banara). Ocum Tora
y cpepuiHoM feny Mabapcke y okomun becepmena n
JlebeuyHa 34 cema M TproBauke M pyfapcke rpagoBe
Carmap, Hemiun n Habh6amy.

Y Bocuu go6uja pynapcku nenrap CpebpeHuiry.

OBO BeMMKOAYIIHO NMOK/IOKamke Teputopuja Cpouma
of ctpane Mabhapckor kpajpa JKUrMyHza pasym/p1Bo je
aKo ce MMa y Buzy fia je CredaHOBMM pacKujameM Ba-
3a/IHOT ofHOca ca Typuyuma Mabapckoj yunHmto Bemm-
Ky YCIIyTy.

Ymecto Typaka Ha CB0jOj TpaHMIM Kako je O6mmo o
1404. ropuae, Mabapcka je caja 6una ygabeHa o Typ-
CKe BOjCKe ITap CTOTVHA KM/IOMeTapa, IITo he moTpajatu
oko 60 roguna (cBe o naga JlecnorosuHe 1459. ropnse).

Ca magom JlecnmoToBuMHe cuTyanmja ce ApacTUYHO
Mema. Cpbuja mocraje mompuiTe cykoba fiBe BeInKe
cune — Typcke u Mabapcke. Bennka parHa pasapama
u3asBaja cy Bemuke murpanuje Cpba Ha ceBep. To he
noTpajaru cBe o naga beorpaja y Typcke pyke. O Be-
JMYVMHY TMX MUTpaluja cBefo4yyM mucMo Mabapckor
Kkpaba Matuje Kopsuna ymyheno Ilamm 12. janyapa
1483. roguue. Y ieMy HaBOIM JIa C€ Y OCIEIbe Y€ TUPU
rOJVHE y HeroBy jp>kaBy Hacemmno 200 xmmpajga Pac-
LMjaHa.

Hocemenn Cpbu cy mabapckum KpabeBuMa 6umu apa-
roreHu. ,,Cpou cy Tajja 61 Of/IYaH PaTHUYKY MaTe-
pujan 3a CBe BpCTe paToBama I Ha CyBy 1 Ha Bopu.” To je
0110 OCHOBM pasJIOr LITO Cy KaTOMNYKM KpabeBy Maba-
pcke paBanyu nosnacture CpOyuMa IOjeaVMHINMA, CPII-
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CKMM Hace/bUMa, CPIICKMM 00acTVMa 1 CPIICKOM Hapo-
1y kKao uemuHu. ITo Munubewy Mabapckor ncropuuapa
Tanonuja — Cpbu cy y jeHOj M3pasUTO KaTONMNYKOj 3eM-
JbJ 33 OHO 1002 JOOM/IN TOTOBO HeYyBeHyY 3allTUTY Bepe.

ITocne 6utke Ha MoxaukoM 1ospy 1526. ropgune Typ-
v cy okynupanu Mabapcky. AycTpujcka mjapeBnHa je
6una yproxxena. Ca meHuM naziom Typruma 6u 610 ot-
BOpeH IyT 3a Espory.

Pat nameby Aycrpuje n Typcke xoju je 1683. roguse
3aroyeo ABOMECEYHOM oIicajioM beua u Tpajao myHmx
17 ropuHa mpoy3pokoBao je Bemuky ceoby Cpba 1690.
ropguHe. Kapma je Ayctpujannyma pomao y nmomoh Jax
Cobjeckn ca [Topauyma Typuu cy ox bewom oxmse-
M TIOPas.

Ynpyxena koanunuja Aycrpuje, Ilobcke 1 Metauke
pemy0/mKe 3a HEKONMKO roAnHa ocnobommna je op Ty-
paka Bermku npocrop (CrmaBonujy, Mabapcky u meo
Cpb6uje). Cpbu cy Taja BUeM BEMVKY IIAHCY Aa Ce 0C-
no6oyie BEKOBHOT poricTBa. OpraHn3oBam Cy ofpese u
oxt Typaka ocmob6abhami unrase obmactu. Typuu cy npo-
tepann go ucnop Ckomwrpa. Tapa je y pary pouuio mo
npeokpeta (mojaBmia ce kyra, Typiu cy fobunm moja-
Jama) 1 37[py>KeHa BojcKa ce Mopasa nosaauntu. Cpou
Cy Ce HAll/IM Y BeOMa HEYrofoM monoxajy. Typum cy
6w HemmnocppHu. Pajy je Tpebano kasHutu 360r
ydemha y paTy IpOTUB BUX.

Cpnckn narpujapx Apcennje YapHojeBuh ca macom
Hapopa Kpehe Ha ceBep. CBOja OTBIIIITA HAITYIITAjy CBU
Bubennju Cpbu ca cBojuM mopopmiama, HapoOJgHU IIp-
BallM Ca CBOjUM OfpefiiMa, KHE30BM, TPTOBLM, 3aHAT-
nuje, yUUTebY, UTYMaHu, Kanyhepu, cBelTeHnIy, Ba-
JIVIKe /U U OOVIYHY JbY[M CeJballyl KOjU CY XKMBEJIN I10-
pefi pyMoBa 1 HUCY CMeNH fla YeKajy TYPCKYy OfiMasfly.
YoBoj macu Hapozia AycTpuja je Bupena cBoje 6ymyhe
BOjHIKe U 3aT0 je Imofp>kaBaa ceoby. To mcto cy sHamm
u Typuu u 3aro cy ob6ehaBam Cpbuma ompourraj 36or
ydenrha y paTy IpOTHB HBUX U YaK U ONPOILITAj Xapaya.
Cpbu cy sHamu kako Typuu mpxe ped, ma je BehuHa
UIIaK OJTy4M/Ia [ C€ OfICEIN.

Aycrpujcku nap Jleonong U je, kao pannje mabapckn
Kpa/beBH, CBeCPAHO puxBaryo 3axrese Cpba 3a ycerpe-
e Y IeroBy ApskaBy. buro je jour ceoba Cpba. Y paty
usMeby Aycrpuje n Typcke 1737. roguse Kao fja ce TIOHO-
BIJIA MCTOpMja. AyCTpUjaHLIM Cy HampefoBamu fo Hu-
1ra. Cp6u cy ce oneT yK/pyunnu y 6op6y npotus Typaxa.

Kao n y mpomuuiom paTy — HacTao je HeIoBo/baH 0OPT
no Cpbe. Hapop je ca marpmjapxom Apcenujem IV
JoBanoBuhem IllakabeHTOM mpemao Ha AyCTpHjcKy
TEPUTOPU]Y.

Hema Taunmx nogaraka Kommko ce Cpba y HEKOIMKO
BekoBa iocenmno y Mahapcky u Ayctpujy. Huko op Ha-

VX UCTOpUYAPA HIje 030V/bHYje ICTPAKUBAO Ty TEMY
y apxuBama bygumnemre u beda. Hema cymme ja Tamo
II0OCTOjU MHOIITBO IofaTaka o yuemhy Cpba y patoBu-
ma nportuB Typaka. ITpoyuaBajyhn mkoncrso Cpba y
Mabapckoj u AycTpuju HamIao caM Ha IOfjaTak ja Cy
Cp6u nonosuHoM 18. Beka unHwI Behuuy y aycrpuj-
CKVMM OpY>XKaHMM CHarama. Huje Telko 3akby4nT Ko-
JmKo je 6mo Bemuky pompuHoc Cpba y ombpanu Ay-
crpuje u EBpone of Typcke arpecuje. O TOM BeIMKOM
nonpunocy Cpba onbpanu EBporne HuKo Huje 607be HU
HOTIIyHUje pekao off Binapuke Hukomaja Bemumuposuha
Ha BupoBnan 1916. rofuHe mpef €HITIECKUM KpabeM
[Topiiom V y Jlonpony.

Tocnozo n npujatepn!

Homrao cam us Cpbuje, us Eponcke nonohn. Tamo
HUT/le HM 3padka cBeTaocTi. CBa je cBeT/IOCT moberna
ca 3em/be Ha Heb6O U jefMHO HaM ofi03ro ceTan. Ila
UIIaK, MII HEjaKI y CBEMY, Cafia OBAKO, jaKM CMO Y Hail
U Bepu, y CKOpo cBaHyhe fjaHa. 3axBajlaH caM JIOPAY
apuenuckorny, KentebepujckoM, koju mu je omoryhuo
Ia Ha cBeTU BupmoBpaH, oBOT jieTa rocropmer 1916. ro-
IiMHe, Y YBOj npekpacHoj upksu Csetor IlaBma, mpen
mBeroBuM BricoyancTBoM, KpasbeM [lopiiom neTuM u Haj
yrneguujum EHrnesnMa Mory fa BaM ce 06paTiM.

Tociono n mpujaresu! Leo man jyde, mposeo cam
pasrienajyhu oBaj BemmyaHCTBEHY XpaM, KOjI je TIOHOC
Enrnecke n Xpumhancrsa. Ja cam Bupgeo, #a je OH
carpabeH off HajcKyIlOIleHMjer MaTepujaa, JOHECEHOT
U3 pasHUX KpajeBa UMIIEpHje, Y KOjoj CYHIle He 3a/lasu.
Bupeo cam, fia je carpaben ox rpaHuTa 1 MepMepa, Koje
Cy UCIIMpany Tajacu CTOTMHE MOpa U oKeaHa. J fa je
YKpallI€eH, 371aTOM U JIpar¥M KaMemeM, JJOHETUM U3 Haj
cKynoueHmjux pygauka Espone n Asuje. U ysepuo cam
ce, 1a Ce 0Baj XpaM, C IIpaBOM YOPpaja, y jeIHO off apxu-
TEKTOHCKUX 4y/ja CBETa.
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Ho, rocniofo n npujatesu! Ja gomasum us jenHe mane
3em/be Ha baskaHy, y K0joj 1Ma jemaH xpam, u Behu u
NeNIy, M BpeJHMjU, M CBETUjU, Ofi OBOT Xpama. Taj
XpaM, ce Halasu y CpICKoM rpajy Humy u sose ce
REJIE KYJIA.

Taj xpam, je casupan off 1o6ama 1 KOCTHjy MOT Hapo-
na. Hapopa xoju met BekoBa cToji, Kao cTaMeHa bpaHa
AsmjaTckoM Mopy, Ha jy>KHOj Karuju EBporme. A xan 6u
CBe, JI00ame U KocTy, Owie y3upaHe, Morao 6m ce
nogyhy XpaM, TPUCTa MeTapa BUCOK, TOJIMKO IIVPOK, U
Ryradak, 1 cBaku Cp6uH, 6u ganac, Morao nopgyuhu pyky
Y ITOKA3aTu.

OBo je rmaBa Mora jiefie, Mora o1ia, Mora 6para, Mora
KOMIIMje, MOTa IpujaTesba, Kyma. Iler BekoBa, Cpbuja
nobamwama 1 KOCTUMa CBOjuM, 6panu EBporry, na 61 ona
xmBenma cpehHo. Mu cMoO TymwiM, HamMM KOCTVIMA,
Typcke cabme, 1 0bapanu [uB/be X0Oppe, Koje Cy cp/bajie
Ha IUTAaHMHCKM Buxop Ha Espomy. U 10, He 3a jennHy
IelleH1jy, HUTU 3a jemHo cTonehe, Bero 3a cBa OHa

croneha, koja nexxe namely Pacaena u llupepa. 3a cBa
OHa, 6era u pBeHa croneha, y kojuMa je EBporma, Bpim-
nma pedopmanyjy Bepe, pedopmannujy Hayke, pedop-
Manujy nmonutuke, pedomanujy paga, pepopmanujy
nenoKynHor xuBoTta. Pedjy. Kaga je EBpomna, Bpumia
CMeJI0 KOPUTOBambe, 1 borosa, 11 /bysy 13 MPOLIIOCTH, U
KaJia je Iposasuia Kpo3 jeflHO YUCTU/INIITE, TEIECHO U
IlyXOBHO. MM cMO, Kao CTPIUBMBM POOOBM, MM CMO Ce
KJIa/IV Ca HeIIpUjaT/bMa lbeHnM, 6panehn ynas y to un-
crwmiure. VI gpyrom pedjy. [Jok je EBpura, mocrajana
EBpormom, M1 cMo O Orpaja ibeHa, )KIBa M Hellpo-
0ojHa orpaja, AuB/be TPe OKO muToMme pyxe. Ha Bu-
nosaaH, 1389. roguue, Cprcku KHes Jlaszap, ca cBojoM
xpabpoMm BojckoM, cTao je Ha Kocosy ITosby, Ha OpaHuK
Xpumhancke EBpurie, 1 1ao XX1BOT, 32 of6pany XpuiI-
hancke xyntype. Y to Bpeme, Cpba je 61110 KOMUKO 1
Enrnesa. [laHac uX je, leceT ITyTa Mambe.

Ime cy? Varunynu, 6panehn Espomy.

Capa je Bpeme, ia EBpona Cp6uju Bparu Taj yr.

Past Events:
Serbian/Europian Food festival held on October 2™

he Orange County Serbian/Europian Festi-

val, is one of Orange County’s new cultural

celebrations. Established 3 years ago, the fes-
tival strives to bring its heritage, its Orthodoxy, and
of course, its wonderful food to individuals from
throughout Orange County. It is one of The Nativity
of the Mosty Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox
Church’s important public fundraisers. Throughout
the day, guests enjoyd strolling through the parking
lot, indulging in inventive spirits at the Folk dancing
and performance by our Dunav kolo group as well
as Bulgarian National Fold dancing group in a big
Party Tent! Whether it ’s freshly-prepared Serbian/
Mediterranean style food and pastries, an evening of
live music and beautiful choreographed dance, or a
unique shopping experience, The Orange County
Serbian Festival gives everyone the chance to enjoy
life like in Serbia and other Mediteranian countries.
This was not only a celebration for our community
to enjoy within itself, but also a vital opportunity to
reach out to the neighborhood and general South-
ern California community - sharing our faith, cul-

tural backgrounds and communal spirit with all of

our guests. The event was a great success due to the

hard work many parishioners from our Community.
Sincere gratitude to all!
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Plan Ahead:
PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections for the 2017 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting in February 2017. The exact date
will be determand by the Parish Council.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates in
the sacramental life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the Gos-
pel and the canons of the Church and has been a member and steward of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any unrea-
sonable burden. We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-term plans. If

you would like to serve Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board, please contact Aleksandar
Zlatic, Board President, any member of the current Board, or the Parish Priest.
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MESSAGE FROM
MR. JOHN VUKASOVICH STEWARDHSIP CHAIRMAN

Happy New Year! May we all have a blessed and prosperous 2017.

As Chairman of the Stewardship Committee, I would like to thank all of our loyal Stewards who expressed their love
for our Church by giving of their time and talents, and contributing financially to support the Mission of our Parish.

There were numerous examples of selfless giving in 2016. We had a number of fund raising and fellowship events
that are important for building a sense of community and for supporting our church. They would not have been pos-
sible without the time and effort of our volunteers. Additionally, there are the day-to-day operations that require spe-
cific talents. We have parishioners who contribute their unique skills in website design, singing in the choir, cooking,
etc. that are necessary for the functioning of our Church. Without our volunteers we would have to pay for these ser-
vices.

Father Blasko and the Parish Council would like to extend a huge thank you to those who registered and made fi-
nancial commitments to support our Parish. We are pleased that the number of registered Stewards increased in 2016.
Specific financial data will be presented at our annual meeting. But we are concerned that, based on a few early figures,
we will need to significantly increase our revenue in 2017. It appears that our average and our total contributions are
lower than that of other Orthodox Churches. This will change when we gain more active Stewards from our congrega-
tion. We know that not everyone has the same time, talents, or financial resources, but we all have the ability to contrib-
ute according to our means.

You will be notified of the date of our annual meeting. Please attend. You will receive detailed information about the
work of our various ministries. There will be a financial report and an election of officers. Please come, share your
thoughts, and register to become a Steward.

Our church is here for our benefit. And Stewardship provides us with the means to offer onto God thanksgivingfor
the many blessings he has given to us.

Once again, thank you to everyone who demonstrated their love for our Church by contributing.

Sincerely,
John Vukasovich
Stewardship Chairman

Prayer for our Parish

I ask everyone to remember our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we thank You for the blessing of The Most Holy Theotokos parish in
our lives. May Your word become alive in each and every one of us who strive to follow You. Please
bless and multiply all the gifts — time, talent and treasure — which are given in thanks to benefit
our mission and glorify Your name. Bless and multiply the givers and help us all to make present
Your Kingdom. For You are the Giver of all that is good, O Christ our God, and to You we give
glory, together with Your Father who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good and lifegiving
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at
10:00 am every Sunday and on major
Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive,
Irvine.

10:00 am:  Divine Liturgy
11:30 am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm:  Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm

and on the eve of major Feast days

at 7:00 pm.

Akathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 pm

January 6"

bAIIHE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 7:00 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten Dinner
following church services (Ocseheme
6ajmaka 1 Beyepa II0C/Ie Bedepme
cryx6e). Parents, please arrive with
your children no later than 6:30 p.m.

January 7%

BOXXWH - NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST -
CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
and Christmas lunch following.

January 8

SYNAXIS OF THE MOST
HOLY THEOTOKOS
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 9*
ST. STEPHEN THE FIRST
ARCHDEACON AND MARTYR -

Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 13*

SERBIAN NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
Serbian New Year’s celebration will be
held at St. Mark Antiochian Church
facility!

January 14%
ST. BASIL THE GREAT - New Year's
Day - Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

NO FASTING FROM JANUARY 7™
THROUGH AND INCLUDING
JANUARY 17™

In celebration of Christmas we do not
fast at all (even on Wednesdays and
Fridays) from January 7 through and
including January 17. On January 18,
however, we fast rigorously (no meat/
poultry, dairy products/eggs or fish) in
preparation for the Feast of Epiphany
on January 19",

January 18%

THEOPHANY EVE - KRSTOVDAN
DIVINE LITURGY & GREAT
BLESSING OF WATER 10:00 a.m.
Bring your empty bottles for holy water.

January 19"

THEOPHANY - BOI'OJABJbEIBE.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Followed by
Great blessing of Water.

January 20*

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

- CB.JOBAH KPCTUTE/b
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

OCBEREIHE BOOUIIOM -
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS

TO BEGIN JANUARY 18

We begin this new year with a great joy.
Joy for the growth and stability of our
beloved parish. Joy for our brotherhood
in Christ in His Holy Church. As such,
we should manifest that joy by asking

for His blessings each year. A way to
concretely ask for such a blessing is to
have our homes blessed each year by a
priest.

This is long-standing tradition in the
Orthodox Church. Each year after the
Feast of Theophany, we schedule the
blessing of homes. Please contact me as
soon as possible to schedule the blessing
of your home or business.

PREPARATION FOR ST. SAVA
PROGRAM

If you want your child to participate in
the St. Sava program, please contact the
priest @ 949 702 - 0706. All children
who are participating in the St. Sava
program must practice the poems

at home and attend rehearsals. The
celebration will take place on Sunday
February 5*.

January 27%
ST. SAVA
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

February 12

CABOP CB. TPU JEPAPXA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY
HIERARCHS - Cs. JIurypruja nouehe
y 10:00 gacosa npe mopse. The Holy
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

February 15

CPETEIBE T'OCIHIOOIBE - MEETING
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN
THE TEMPLE - PRESENTATION.
Cs. JIutypruja nouyehe y 10:00 vacosa
npe nopse. Holy Divine Liturgy will
begin at 10:00 a.m.

GREAT LENT

Great Lent starts on Monday,
February 27" and will end on
Paschal Sunday on April 16*.
Make a sincere Lenten effort to pray,
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fast, give alms and journey with our
parish in as many of the services as is
possible. More quiet, less noise, more
prayer, more Confession, less food,
more Scripture, less TV should be a
goal. The ultimate goal is fasting from
sin and Transfiguration of our life in
Christ. The Liturgy of Presanctified
Gifts will be served on Wednesdays
and Fridays during Lenten Season.
The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
will be served on Wednesdays

at 5:00 a.m. and on Fridays at

10:00 a.m. The Great Cannon of

St. Andrew will be served every
evening during the First week of
Lent at 7:00 p.m. Please join us!

March 22
“MLADENCI”
The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

On Fasting

Fasting takes into account both the
quantity and the quality of food. The
idea is to eat a smaller amount of
food during a fasting day; to abstain
from fats and oils, as these tend to fat-
ten the body and thereby to arouse
lust and make one physically and
spiritually lazy; to abstain from meat,
fish, and products of animal origin, as
these tend to excite carnal desire; and
also to abstain from mere delicacies,
as the consumption of these is a form
of self-indulgence. St. John Climacus
(c. 525-605) says: “Satiety of food is a
begetter of unchastity”

He also says, “Let us cut down fatty
and greasy foods that inflame carnal
desire, and foods that sweeten and
tickle the larynx” (The Ladder, Migne
PG 88, 864,865).

The practice of fasting is not re-
garded as an end in itself, as some-
thing having instrinsic value, but
only as a means, as a necessary condi-
tion for the spiritual life. It belongs to
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the category of what the Eastern,
Byzantine Fathers call “bodily vir-
tues,” among which are prostrations,
standing, and vigils.

Referring to these, St. John Dama-
scene (c. 676-c. 754) says that they
“are rather instruments for the vir-
tues; they are necessary, in one prac-
tices them with humility and spiritual
knowledge. For without them neither
do the virtues of the soul come into
being, but in themselves they are of
no benefit, any more than plants
without fruit” (Philokalia, 2, 17). And
St. Gregory the Sinaite (1289-1360),
speaking specifically of fasting, ob-
serves: “Constant fasting whithers
lust and gives birth to self-restraint”
(Philokalia, 2, 272); while Callistos
and Ignatios Xanthopoulos remark:
“Fasting and self-restraint are the first
virtue, the mother, root, source and
foundation of all good” (Philokalia, 2,
370).

Dr. Constantine Cavarnos, An-
chored in God “When we fast, we
search the earth and sea up and
down: the earth in order to collect
seeds, produce, fruit, spices, and ev-
ery other kind of growing edible; the
sea to find shellfish, mollusks, snails,
sea-urchins, and anything edible
therein.

We prepare dry foods, salted foods,
pickled foods, and sweet foods, and
from these ingredients we concoct
many and motley dishes, seasoned
with oil, wine, sweeteners, and spices.
Then we fill the table even more than
when we are eating meat.

Moreover, since these foods stimu-
late the appetite, we eat and drink be-
yond moderation. And after that we
imagine that we are fasting...

“And whoever taught those who
fast in this way that such a variety and
such quantities of food constitute a
fast? Where did they read or hear that
anyone who simply avoids meats or

fish is fasting, even if he eats a great
amount and different kinds of food?
Fasting is one thing, great variety in
food another; fasting is one thing,
eating great amounts of food anoth-
er”

[Fasting and Science, 18-19]

Nicephorus Theotokis

THE ANNUAL

PARISH MEETING

You are hereby invited to attend the
Annual Meeting of our Parish, which
will be held at our Parish Center,
2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine, Califor-
nia, on a Sunday; at the end of Febru-
ary (the exact date to be determand),
following the Divine Liturgy and
lunch. It is imperative that all of our
faithful attend this meeting to discuss
the many important matters about
the future of our Parish. The Parish
Board will present the financial state-
ment for 2016, and a budget proposal
for 2017.

Please invite the people you know
to join you. Also, it is essential that
you submit your Parishioner Appli-
cation and Stewardship Pledge Forms
before the meeting to become a
member in good standing. If you do
not have these Forms, please contact
Fr. Blasko @ (949) 702-0706. In an-
ticipation of your presence at this
meeting, we remain,

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest

Aleksandar Zlatic, President

OFFERINGS of wine for Holy
Communion, oil for the vigil lamps,
candles for the Holy Altar table, and
incense for services may be made by
contacting the parish priest. The cus-
tomary donations are as follow: for
vigil lamps, $20.00; wine, $10.00 per
bottle or $65.00 per case; candles for
the Holy Altar, $30.00; and incense,
$40.00
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This commitment 1 2017 Stewardship Pledge Form
make to secure a Christ-
centered life for myself NAME
and my family. ADDRESS
...to return to God the
first fruits from the gifts CITY
He has bestowed upon TELEPHONE
me.
. . I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.
...to assist my Lord in
the mission of spreading ;7 QTAL PLEDGE FOR 2017: $
His Gospel.
.-to anchor my personal 1 e paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
J

KoncrautuH Ilo6emoHociieB:
PoxxpecTBO XpuCTOBO

OXfecTBO XpMCTOBO 1 cBsATast [lacxa — mpasgHUKL,

TIO IIPEUMYILECTBY, AETCKIE, M B HUX KaK OYATO 1C-

TIOTHSIETCs CUIa CTIOB XPUCTOBBIX: «Allle He OyneTe
KO JIeTH, He MMaTe BHUTY B apcTBue boxmer. [Ipoune
IPa3IHVKI HEe CTOMb HOCTYIIHBI IETCKOMY PasyMeHMI0, 1
nr00e3Hbl Iy fieTell Ooee Mo BHELIHE 00CTaHOBKE, He-
YKE/IV TI0 BHYTPEeHHEMY 3HA4YEeHMNIO. ..

OpHako e ¥ 13 IBYX Ha3BaHHBIX OO/MBLINX ITPasAHU-
KOB - IUTS CKOpee TOJIMeT U IIPYMeT IPOCTBIM YYBCTBOM
Poxxpecrso Xpucroso.

Kaxk cuacTimB pe6eHOK, KOTOPOMY YAABalIOCh C/IBIIIATD
OT 671aro4ecTMBOI MaTepy IPOCThIe pacckasbl 0 Poxxpe-
ctBe Xpucra Cracutensa! Kak cuacTinsa u MaTh, KOTOpas,
pacckasbiBasi CBATYIO M TPOTATEIbHYIO IOBECTD, BCTPeYa-
J1a XMBOE TI0OOIIBITCTBO 1 COYYBCTBIE B CBOEM

pebeHKe, 11 cama CIIbIIIANA OT HErO BOIPOCHI, B KOUX
metcKast haHTa3ust TaK TOOUT PasbITPBIBATHCS, U, BOX-
HOBJISISICH 9TUMU BOIIPOCAMU, CIIeLINIa TIepefaBaTh CBO-
eMy RUTATU COOCTBEHHOe 0/1aroyecTyBOe 4yBCTBO. [l
JIETCKOTO BOOOpaXKeHNUs TaK MHOTO IIPVBJIEKATEIBHOTO B
3TOM pacckase.

Tuxas HOYb Haj HONAMM IIATIECTUHCKUMU — ye[VHEH-
HBIIl BepTel — SIC/Y, 0OCTaB/IeHHbIE TEMM IOMAIIHUMMU

JKUBOTHBIMM, KOTOpbIe 3HAKOMBI PEeOEHKY II0 INePBBIM
BITEYAT/ICHVAM TaMATHU, — B SC/ISAX MOBUTHIN MtaseHerr
u Haj Hum kpoTkas, nobsuias MaTh ¢ 3ayMYMBBIM B30-
POM M C ACHOK Y/IBIOKOJ MAaTepMHCKOTO CYacTbs — TPU
BE/MVKOJIENIHBIX L[aps, MAYIIMX 3a 3Be3N0K0 K yboromy
BepTely C lapaMi — U BIA/IN Ha MOJe TacTyXM IOCpenn
CBOEr0 CTafia, BHUMAIOIIME PaJOCTHON BecTy AHresna
¥ TalHCTBEHHOMY XOpy cuI HebecHbIX. IToToM 3mopeit
Vpon, mpecnenyoumit HeBMHHOTO MitazieH1a; n36uenue
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MIafieHIleB B Budreeme — moTom myTemiecTBue CBATOTO
ceMelcTBa B Ermmer - CKOMbKO BO BCEM 3TOM >KMU3HU U
JIeICTBISA, CKOZIBKO MHTepeca Jyis pebenka!

Crapas u HuUKOIZa He craperomas nosecTs! Kak oHa
ObLIa TIpMB/IEKaTeTbHA I HeTCKOTO CIyXa, U KaK CKOpPO
CKUBANIOCh C Helo JleTckoe MmoHATue! OTTOro-To, JTUIIb
TONIbKO ITIPUBEfEIb cefe Ha MaMATb 9Ty HPOCTYIO IIO-
BeCTb, BOCKpecaeT B JyIle Lie/blil MUP, BOCKpecaeT Bce
JIJaBHO IPOIIIefLIee IETCTBO C er0 00CTaHOBKOI0, CO BCEMM
NUIIAMM, OKPY>KaBIIVMMIM €T0, CO BCEMU PAIOCTAMMU €ro,
BO3BpAIljaeTCA B JYIIY TO JK€ TaMHCTBEHHOE OXKMJaHMe
4ero-To, KOTOpoe Bcerzia ObIBajIo mepey mpasgHuKoM. YTo
Ob110 OB C HaMy, ec/yt ObI He ObIIO B XKM3HM TAKMX MUHYT
IIeTCKOro Bocropra!

TakoB Beuep mepen PoxxpecTBoM: BepHY/ICA S OT BCe-
HOII[HOJ ¥ CUXXY IOMa B TOI1 K€ KOMHATe, B KOTOPOI1 IIpo-
IIIJTO BCE MO€ JIETCTBO; Ha TOM K€ MeCTe, ITie CTOsI/Ia KOJIbI-
0enb MOs, TOTOM MOsI IeTCKasI ITOCTEIbKa, — CTOUT TeIephb
MO€e Kpec/lo Iepefl MUCbMEHHBIM CTONOM. BOT OKHO, y
KOTOPOTO CVDKMBAJIa CTapyXa HAHA U yroBapuBasa Jio-
JKUTBCA CIIATh, TOTJA KaK CIATh He XOTe/I0Ch, IOTOMY YTO
B JIylile OBIIO BOTTHEHME — OXKMIaHNe YeT0-TO PaflOCTHOTO,
4ero-To TOpPXKeCTBEHHOro Ha yTpo. To He 6bIIO OXMUAaHME
TIOfJaPKOB — HET, — YysUIOCh JIyIlle TOYHO, 4TO 3aBTpa OyzieT
JleHb HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIII, CBET/IbIil, PaJJOCTHBII, M YTO-TO
BE/MKOE COBepIIAThCA OyzeT. bpIBao, mskelp, a KOIo-
KOJ pasOymut Tebs mepest 3ayTpeHeil, ¥ HAHA, BCTABILIAs,
4TOOBI VIATY B LI€PKOBb, OIIATH JJOJDKHA YTOBApyBaTh pe-
OeHKa, YTOOBI 3aCHYTb.

Boxxe! 910 >ke oxmmaHMe HETCKMX JHEl OIyIao g B
cebe 1 Temeps... Kak Bce Bo MHe TUXO, KaK BCe BO MHe
TopKecTBeHHO! Kak Bce BO MHe JbIIINUT YyBCTBOM IIPEXK-
HUX JIET, — ¥ C KaKOK JYXOBHOI aT4HOCTBIO OXUJAK0 S
TOPKECTBEHHOTO YTpa. ITO UyBCTBO — PArOLl€HHENIINI
Iiap Heba, IOCBUIAEMBIil Cpeyl MUPCKOTO LIyMa U CYeThl
B3POC/IBIM JIIOJISIM, YTOOBI OHM JKMBO BCIIOMHU/IN TO Bpe-
Ms, KOTa ObIIM IeThbMIH, CIIEOBATENbHO, OBUIN OIIDKe K
Bory u HemocpescTBeHHee YeM KoOrja-mbo NMpUHUMANN
oT Hero >13Hb, CBeT, [ieHb, INIIY, PafoCTh, TOOOBb — U
BCe, YeM KpaceH I 4enoBeKa Mup boxxuii.

Ho aT0 oxupjanue — pafjocTit BEMKOI Y BEMMKOTO TOP-
KeCTBa — y peOeHKa HUKOIT]a He 0OMaHbBIBA/IOCh. Y pebeH-
Ka MUHYTa OKIJIJaHNA TaK CIMBA/IACh C MUHYTOIO HaC/IaX-
JIeHNA U YHOBJIETBOPEHNS, YTO He ObIIO BO3MOXXHOCTH
Y/IOBUTD TIepPeXOf MM cepefyHy. PebeHOK mpochimancs
YTPOM — ¥ HENIPEMEHHO HAXOIW TO, O YeM JlyMasl Beye-
pOM, BCTpeYas HasABY TO, O YeM TOBOPU/IN €My [IeTCKIe
CHBI: CYLIECTBEHHOCTH I pebeHKa — He TO JKe /Y, 9TO
COH; COH €T0 He TO )Ke JI), YTO CYIeCTBEHHOCTh? PebeHok
YTPOM IIPOCBIIIAJICS OKPYXKEHHBII TeMM >Ke O/1araMum Kus-
HI JIETCKOIL, KOTOpble 6eCCO3HATENbHO MPUHUMAT KaX-

JBIVT IeHb, — TO/IBKO, OCBEllleHHbIe IIPA3HIYHBIM CBETOM,
NI, ero OKpY’XKaBllVe, OBUIM Becenee, MacKM JKUBee,
Urpbl offylieBneHHee. Yero e 6omee mna pebenka? Pe-
OEHOK He Ka/ie/l Ha YTPO O TOM, 4ero OXXMJal BedepoM:
KaK ObIIO O6eccOo3HATeNIbHO BUepalllHee OKU/aHIe, TaK 1
yTpeHHee HacTaXeHye ObII0 6eCCO3HATENBHO. ..

O Bemukas TamHCTBeHHasA Houb! O, cBeTIOe, TOpPXe-
crBeHHoe yTpo! Eciu 3a0yny Tebs1, ecnu ocTaHych paBHO-
AylIeH K Tebe, eC/y IepecTaHy CIbILIATh Te Pedy U CJI0-
Beca, KOUX IVIachl C/IBIUIATCA B Tebe BCAKON Jylile Bepylo-
11111, — CTazo OBITH 51 3a6y/y CBOE JIETCTBO, CBOIO XXM3HD U
CaMyI0 BEYHOCTb... 1160 YTO MHOE BEYHOCTDb OasKeHHas,
KaK He Be4Hast paJioCcTb M/IafieHIIa epef muiom boxunum!

Konenmen nmosgpas

Ha Konena usrpsa CrpHuero Ha npaspara! B To3u feH
Ceernunara Ha cBera — Iocnop, Mncyc Xpucroc - 3apu

JOBEYEeCTBOTO, 32 [Ia He )KNBeeM B MpaKa 1 CMbPTHa-
Ta CIHKA Ha HEBEXXECTBOTO, a fa nMame CBeTIMHaTa
Ha KnBoTa. Heka MuciieHo ce mpeHeceM B CBETH: Ipaj,
Butneem. Heka ma 3acTaHeM B cMupeHue npep, ACINATE,
B KOUTO Oellle MOTOKeH popumnAT ce boromnagenen,
Ham Tocrog u Cnacuren Mucyc Xpucroc. I Heka My
ce MOK/IOHNUM, IPeKIaHANKN KO/TeHeTe Ha ChpraTa 1
Ha gymmuTte cu, ¥ ga My Omarogapum. 3amoro B T03U
meH ce Bb3uapu Kuassr Ha Mupa. ToBa e geHAT Ha (e3-
rpaHnyHaTa boxims mo60B - oHa3y M110060B, 32 KOATO €
Ka3aHo B Ceemenoto Ilncanne: “bor TonkoBa 00MKHa
cBeTa, 4ye otgage Ceosa ExmHopoaeH cuH, Ta BCAKOIL,
KoiiTo BiapBa B Hero, ma He mormse, a fa MmMa >MBOT
Beuen” (Vloan 3:16).

Crese KHA3BT Ha Mupa, 3a a IPMMUPH FPeXoNagHa-
JI0TO Y0Be4ecTBO ¢ HeroBus Chapmaten. [Ja 6marogapum
Ha Bora, npexnansiiku ce npes HeroBure 6marogatau
sIcM BB BuTireeM, 3a ToBa, 4e OT HeOeTO Ha 3eMATa
poiife /lekapat Ha nmekapute, KoiiTo n3nensaBsa Bcsaka
6o7mecT M BCIKa HeMoIl y YoBeKa. [a ce JOKOCHeM U
MIUCIEHO Ja LeTyHeM IeleHNTe, C KOUTO Oellre MOBHUT
Crnacurenat Uucyc Xpucroc, boroMnageHelpT B sciu-
Te, 3aI0 THA IeIeHN IMperpagnxa oT Hac boxxus rusas.
U pa ce mo3mpaBuM ¢ 61arogarTa Ha BeMMKUS MPasHUK
Ha papgocrTa. “VI pede M AHrensr: He Goiite ce: eTo,
6/1aroBecTs B rOIsIMa PajoCT, KOATO 1ife Obae 3a BCUY-
KV YOBeIN; 3al[0TO JHeC BY ce poau B rpaga [JaBugos
Cracuren, Koiito e Xpucroc Iocmop” (JIyka 2:10-11).
Hsama TpygHOCT B XMBOTAa, KOATO C MOIUTBA Ja He
0bae mpeomonsaHa. 3aT0Ba, [paru Opats K CECTPH, HEKa
1 Hue oTroBopyuM Ha Boxxisa CuH noHe ¢ Mako 10608
U 0IarogapHOCT 3a TOBa, Ye Toif McKa Ja HU HapaBU
IIACTIVBY, 12 HY JapyBa BeYHa PajoCT — Hesl HUKOI He
MOJKe J]a 51 OTHEMe Ha Y0BEYeCTBOTO!
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DIRECTIONS.. 10 the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park
2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine
Between MacArthur & Von Karman

Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto
MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.

From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onfo Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn
right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
left side of street.




