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Gobp BECOMES HUMAN
TO SHOW US THE WAY

Father Thomas Fitzgerald

What shall we offer you, O Christ? Who for our sake appeared on earth as a human? Every
creature made by you offers you thanksgiving. The angels offer you a hymn, The heavens,
a star, The magi, gifts, The shepherds, their wonder, The arth, its cave, The wilderness, a
manget, And we offer to you, a Virgin Mother. — Vesper Hymn

The Expression of Divine Love
The story of the birth of Christ is a
vivid reminder of the depth of God’s
love for us. He loves us so much |,
that he has entered into life in
this world in the person of &
Christ. The infinite God mysteri- §i¢
ously accepted the limitations of gy
our humanity. It was not enough
for God to act through signs and
wonders of the physical world. It
was not enough for God to guide us
through the prophets and teachers of
old. No, this was not enough for our God.
To express his boundless love for us, the Living
God appeared among us in the person of Christ Our
Lord. By fully identifying himself with us, Christ has
come to teach us, to heal us and to lead us back to the
Father. He has come to remind us that we are the Fa-
ther’s precious daughters and sons. As St. John the
Evangelist says: “God so loved the world that he sent
His Only begotten Son so that all who believe in him
will not be lost but will have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
Many years before the Beatitudes were taught and
many years before His glorious Resurrection, Christ

revealed God’s love for us through the
 simple events of his birth. The Lord of
, Glory demonstrated his love for us
simply be entering into our life
and by sharing in all that is truly
human. St. Basil the great re-
minds us of this saying: “Every
act and every word of our Savior
is a guide for holiness and virtue.
For this reason he became hu-
man, so that in images he may de-
pict both holiness and virtue for
us...For this reason he bears a body so
that we may imitate His life” (Ascetical
Principles, 1)

Through His birth in Bethlehem, Our Lord reveals
to us the breath and depth of God’s love for us. Wheth-
er we see him as the child in Bethlehem, the teacher in
Galilee, or the Risen Lord in Jerusalem; Christ is truly
the greatest gift of the Father ‘for us and for our salva-
tion!

A Sense of Wonder
The story of Christ’s birth speaks to us about the mys-
terious ways of God. The Triune God acts in ways that



we do not always expect! His ways are truly wonder-
filled. For centuries, the Ancient Israelites had expected
the Messiah. The prophets, especially Isaiah and Jere-
miah, called the people to readiness and openness to
God’s actions. Their message provided the people with
indications about the coming Messiah.

Yet, when ‘the fullness of time had come’ (Gal. 4:4),
the Messiah did not arrive as a conquering hero in a
golden chariot with pomp and splendor. He was not
robed in expensive clothing. He did not appear in the
capital city. Throngs of adoring followers did not ac-
company him.

When the Messiah finally arrived, he came first as a
baby. He was born to a young girl who was not for-
mally married. The event occurred in the simple village
of Bethlehem. He was sheltered in a place reserved for
animals because the inn was full. There, in such simple
circumstances, “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth...” (Jn.1: 14). This is
the mysterious way of God!

Through the Christmas story, Our Lord reveals that
God acts in ways that we do not always expect. We can-
not shape the mighty acts of God to our limited under-
standing. The Triune God is greater than our limited
perceptions of Him. He acts in mysterious and won-
drous ways to draw us to Him and to one another in
love.

An Open Heart

The persons who are involved in the story of Christ’s
birth were all quite different. Mary and Joseph were
humble travelers seeking a place of shelter. The shep-
herds were simple men of the land tending their flocks.
The wise men were wealthy and aristocratic foreigners
wandering in a strange land.

Yet, each of them shared a common characteristic.
They opened their hearts to the actions of the Lord who
mysteriously led them to the village of Bethlehem. Each
of them permitted God to act in their lives.

Mary and Joseph were willing to change their whole
life to nurture and protect the child Jesus. The shep-
herds were willing to hear the words of the angels. The
wise men were willing to follow the star. We remember
them to this day because they opened their hearts and
trusted in the Lord.

Through His birth in Bethlehem, Jesus reveals that
we too must open our hearts to his presence and ac-
tions. God wants us to share in His work of reconcilia-
tion. Like the participants in the first Christmas, we too
are called to be person whose hearts are open to the
divine presence and actions.

Centering the Season on Christ

The story of the birth of Christ and its true significance
is often clouded by the commercialism of the season.
There is a very frenzied pace to these days which can so
easily depersonalize us and dampen the true joy of the
season. The stores tempt us for weeks on end to buy
this thing or by that thing. Some of us prefer to speak of
the ‘Holiday Season’ rather than of Christmas. Many
schools have forbidden the remembrance of Christ’s
birth in the classroom. Yes, throughout our society,
many fail to remember that the coming of Christ is
truly at the heart of the Christmas celebrations.

What can we do? Let us remember that the season
celebrates the love of God revealed in the coming of
Christ. For those with faith, the colored lights, the
green trees, the wreaths and the flowers are the symbols
of the joy of Christmas. Let us celebrate the joy of
Christ’s coming!

Let us share the love of God with others. Christ has
come to bear witness to the Father’s love for us. We too
can share this love with others, especially with the poor
and less fortunate among us. We can be sensitive to
those who cannot easily celebrate because of a loss in
their lives. Let us be the ambassadors of God who share
His care and philanthropy.

Let us seek the Lord with an open heart as the shep-
herds and wise men did. This means that we find op-
portunities for prayer and meditation, for reading the
Scriptures related to Christ's coming. This means that
we can make Christmas a special day by participating
in the Divine Liturgy and by receiving Holy Commu-
nion with reverence for God, with faith and with love.

To Christ Our Lord be glory, now and forever and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Fr. Thomas FitzGerald is Professor of Church History at Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Mass.
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Csetn Huxkonaj Bemmmuposuh

POBEILE TOCIIOJA HAIIIETA
NCYCA XPUCTA

THE BAPTISIVI OF OLR LORD

Xpucroc ce poay, bybasHa 6paho u gemo!

I'ne ce popu Xpucroc? He y napckum JBOpOBUMa, Jja
He kaxy nopsnamhenn: OH je ¢ apeBrMa a Hije C Ha-
Ma!

J He y 6oraTaIkoj pacKomy, 1a He KaKy CUpOMacy:
OH je ¢ 6orarammma a Huje ¢ Hama!

U He y BenMKOM Tpapy, Iie OeqHM /bYAU TEIUIKO HO-
7ase o CTaHa, /la ce Ha Kaxe: CrecHMO Hac je!

U He y TOm0j cobm, 1a He KaKy CTpafgaTHAIY IO
XTaIHUM u36ama: 1Ko je wemy!

U yonmte He Meby /pyauMa, na He KaxKy /byAn: Te-
JKaK HaM je!

Hero ce 6naru [ocnion popno mebhy oBriama, koje My
HUIITA HUCY 3amepusie. Popno ce Ha MecTy Hu4nMjeM, y
nehmHy xmagHoj, nsMelhy rpama n cema, usmeby ceoju-
Ha U IPUCBOjeHMx OamTuHa. Popyio ce Ha cTomu 3embe
Huunje, boxuje. Ty cTony sem/be HUMKO HHUje MICKOPU-
mhaBao, OCUM OBIIe, M OHE CAaCBUM PeTKo. VI oBIe My
HIICY 3aMepUJIe, IITO Cé POJVO KOJI IbIX, Ha KAMEHY 3a-
CTPTOM C/TaMOM.

Y Ty memtepy He ynase Bullle OBIie 6eCTTOBECHE HEero
camo cnosecHe. Ty je cafa onTap, ¥ MHOTa KaHIMUIA, TY
MOJIUTBE M CITyX0e, Ty Cy3e I IIOKajarba, Ty OJaKIIame
AlylIaMa JbYICKVM.
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Csaxora boxxnha y T0j memrrepu cyxu Ilarpujapx
Jepycamimcku Bpio cBedany cyx6y boxjy. V1 ose ro-
IVHe Ha JAHAIlbM fIaH OH he clyXuTm m mojatu ca
cBemrTeHMnyMa 1 HapozoM: Pohemwe TBOje Xpucte bo-
JKe Hall — 3acuja cBeTnoCT cBeTy! U jour he ce y Toj
IIeIITep) IIOHAB/bATy Kao U YBeK OHa aHDesIcKa mecMa,
KOjy Cy aHTe/Iu IIeBajIi OKOJIO TelTepe oHe Hohy Kafia
ce Tocniop popno: CnaBa bory Ha BucuHM, MUp Ha 3e-
M/bY, oOpa Borba Mebhy /pyauma.

ITeBajre n Bu Ty mecmy. tbome je mspedyen cmucao
monacka 1 pobemwa Cuna boxjer Ha sembn. leo ycras
uBoTa Hamrer. [la ce cmasu bor, fa 6yme Mup Ha 3e-
MJBY, Jia ce 3amapu fobpa Boba Mehy pyauma. To je
6uno oxpja Hajnorpe6uuje. To je Kanac HajmoTpeOHMje
CBEMY POZY /bY[CKOM.

Crojehn o6openux rmasa y nehunm 671arocimoBeHoj
MU IOKJIOHMIIM IVBUIN CMO Ce, I7ie ce Benuku Tocnon
u Crnac Hamt popmo. Ponmo ce Ha KaMeHy HUYMjeM, a
cBMMa Oyfie TIpaB, 1 [ja CBUMA IIOHYAIN CIIaceme. Poxmo
ce y MpaKy, Kao Jla IIOKaXe Jja je IoIIao y MpaK OBOra
cseTa — OH, Bennka CBeT/IOCT.

ITa cMo ce oHfa muTanmM 0OOpEHNX IaBa: Kajja ce
Tocnop jaBno cBeTy? JaBno ce y My4HO BpeMe, Kajia ce
Bor Huje crmaBno, Kajja Huje 60 Mypa Ha 3eM/bU, U
KaJia je MecTo Jobpe Bo/be BIajiaza 3710Bo/ba Mehy /by-
AyMa.

OH ce Huje jaBMO y BpeMe KaKBoOra IpaBejHora Ija-
Pa, Jja ce He Ka)Ke: IoMarao My je Taj 1ap!

Hutn ce OH jaBno y Bpeme nomrema 1 npase mehy
JbYZIIMA, JIa Ce He KaKe: IaKO je OV/I0 HaTOBOPUTY IO~
IITeHe Ha IIOLITEhE U NIpaBe/IHe Ha IpaBpy!

Hwutn ce OH jaBno y Bpeme paflocTy ¥ CBETIOCTH y
CpLMMa JBYACKUM, Jia Ce Ha KaXke: LITO je Mopao johu
fla pajyje pajjocHe u cBeTM npocsehennmal

Hero ce xporku Iocnon jaBno y BpeMe Liapa KpBo-
JI0Ka y Jepycanumy, 1 LlapeBa TMPaHa 110 CBUM Hapo-
IMMa ¥ IIJIEMeHMMA.

JaBuO ce OH y BpeMe yIIp/baHOT IOIITE A U IIOraKe-
He 1paBzie Mehy /pyayMa.

JaBuoO ce ycpep CBeONIITE >KANMOCTM M O4Yajamba U
MpakKa y gyliaMa CBUjy JbYN.

Y to Bpeme poxyo ce Cun boxju cBery, 6aur y To
BpeMe KaJia je HajIioTpeOHuju 6110 CBeTY, ¥ Kafia Jby/u-
Ma Hije Morao nomohm Hyko ocum Ibera.

3ato cy [a mosgpaBumm OOPOOLIINIIOM Y aHTe/IN
VI JBYIM, ¥ CMPOMAIIHY ¥ 6OTaTy, IIapeBU ¥ MYZpaLy
ca Jcroka.

O, kako 6u [a u My faHac nMo3xpaBuIy, ga ce jaBnu!
O, kaxko je oH laHac norpeban 3aBaheHrM HapopuMa,

Orpy0eM /byuMa, OTYIIe/IVIM CaBeCTUMA, 3ac/Ielbe-
HUM aymama! Kao HacynrHm x1e6 rmagHoMe, 1 Kao U3-
BOpCKa BOjia xegHOMe!

Hapopuma u /bygyMa Halera BpeMeHa HUKO Huje
norpebuuju op tbera. Huko uM, yomuire, gaHac Huje
HU toTpeban ocuM Fhbera.

bes Ibera cy mHoru 3abopaBmmm cnaButu bora Ha
BucuHu. bes Ibera cy Haponu Bohenu us para y pat, u3s
Hecpehe y Hecpehy. bes Ibera je 3moBospa ysena maxa
Meby /byuMa u pacnaMTiIa Oram IAKOCTH ¥ CaMo-
JKUBOCTI.

OH jepunu je nmorpeban csery. Huxo apyru. O, kap
6u ce On ormer jaBuo! Ho 3ap ce OH He jaBma? 3ap OH
H1je obehao cnepbennunma Ceojum: EBo ja cam ¢ Ba-
Ma Y CBe JlaHe JIo CBpIleTKa Bujeka. AMIUH.

Awmun, lTocnoge! bynu ¢ Hama, jep ToHeMo. JaBbaj ce
mto venthe 1 y mro Buine cpua byackux. OcBeT/mm Hac
yMmom TBojuMm u 3arpej Hac /py6asspy TBojom. OcBeTin
U 3aTpej TaMHe U XJ/IafIHe MelTepe Cplja /bYACKUX, Kao
LITO CU HETJa OCBET/INO M 3arpejao nemrepy Burnejem-
cky mpucyctBoM CsojuM. [Ta 61 omeT 0>KuBeNo caaBbe
Bora, ga 6u ce ycraHoBro mup Mehy HapopuMa, u 3a-
napuia fobpa Bopa Meby pymuma.

ITpocTpumo pyme Hamle nof; Hore Eberose kxao cra-
my. Heka On rasu. Hucmo focrojumu Hu berosor ra-
Xemwa a Kamonu jpy6aBu Fberose. Ho, OH u xaj 6u
XTeo ra3uTy rasuo 6u jja usneun a He jja youje. Jep, On
je caB Jby6aB, caB MuocT, caB Pasym u uncrora. OH
Hac Hehe 3rasuTH, MaKO CMO TO 3aCITY>KI/IU BUIIIE HETO
npBu noy, Horama HamyM. OH he Hac moMunoBaTH, u
onpoctuTy nokajunuuma. V munosahe, n npamrahe,
cse fio [locnenmwera Cyna. Ho 3Hajte, fa je npopedeHo,
na he Jan Cyna XpucToBOr IrpaHy TV M3HEHA/HO.

IToxmTajMo cTora cBM Jja ce OKajHUYKY IIOKIOHMMO
Tocmiony, koju ce jaBmpa. [la, n xoju he ce Ha kpajy jaBu-
TU y CUIN M CIaBU BENMKO)j, a CYIU CBUM >KUBUM U
mprBuM. Iloxurajmo, 6paho u gero, ga mpocntaBUMO
necmoM 1 npasjoM locnoga Vicyca u Iberosy Caery
Marep, On Tume He fobmja Hymrta. IllTa 61 U Morao
nob6utn Haj6orartuju on Hajcupomarnnujux? Ho tume
MM 0OUjaMo CBe: 1 XXVIBOT, U 3[JpaBJbe, I MUP, ¥ OOPY
BOJbY, I Pa3yM I — IJapCTBO 6eCMPTHO.

Te6u Tocnione, Criacurerpy u Ilpenopopnrespy Hau,
crmaBa 1 xBana, ca Ouem u lyxom Ceetnm, cajia 1 Ha-
BeK. AMMH.

Cs. Hukomnaj Oxpuncku n JKnukn,
Oxpup 1930. roguHe
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' YV Borommaneniry Xpucry, by6mena 6paho u cectpe,
Yecturam Bam [Ipasauk Pohemwa [ocniona Hamrera
Vcyca Xpucra, cBepagocHuM 6oxuhanm
HI03/IpaBOM:

Mup boxuju! Xpucroc ce pogu!

U jemaH gorabaj y MCTOpuju YOBEYaHCTBA, TIpe
HOBor gygecHor porabaja, HUje TOHEO TOMUKO
PajioCcTy /by/iMa U 11€/10j IIPMPOAM Ko IITO je
pobeme Xpucroso! Hebo 1 3empa cy ce pafoBanm Ta-
a1 jOIlI YBeK ce paflyjy monacKy Cracurespa y cBet!
ITpe pobema XpucToBOL, BeKOBUMA CY JbYAU XKIBe-
NN Y ,TaMU ¥ CEHIVI CMPTU " — Y er3UCTEHIIMjATHOj ca-
Mohu 1 IToKyIIaBaiy Ha pasHe HadyHe Ja CBOjUIM COII-
CTBeHMM cHarama oDy no bora, ga Ia yunne npucty-
nayHyM. CBeTH armocTon U eBaHDenmcT JoBaH Kaxe:
»bora HMKoO HMKajl Huje Bupeo JemuHopoguu CuH ra
o6jaBu‘. Toctox Vicyc Xpucroc je CBojum oBamnohe-
BeM YIMHNMO bora mpucTymayHuM 4OBeKy 1 06jaBuo
HaM — oTKpumo fia je bor /by6as. Tume je Hebo ,,crry-
CTMO“ Ha 3eMJ/by a Hac ca 3em/be y3aurao Ha Heb6o!
[TapcTBO He6ECKO je Y4MHMO NPUCTYIAUYHVM CBUMA
HaMma; JoBeK je MOHOBO IOCTAa0 CTaHOBHMK IlapcTBa
Heb6ecxor - >xutep Paja 13 Kora je cam ce6e M3rHa0 OK-
penysuu ce of bora JKusorogasia.
IIITa je HamMa gaHac MOTPeOHO A YMHMMO fa 61 HaC
On npenosHao kao Cpoje? [TorpebHO je ma ra mperno-
3HAMO Kao IITO I'a je IPEN03HaI0 HeOOo ¥ IOCTIao 3e3-

Sy, :

Beloved in the Godchild Christ brothers and sisters,
I wish you a most blessed feast of the Nativity of our
Lord Jesus Christ and I greet you with the most
joyous greeting:

Peace of God! Christ is Born!

o event in human history, before the miraculous

‘ \ ‘ Nativity of our Lord, brought so much joy to man-

kind. All of creation rejoiced in the birth of Christ:

heaven and earth exulted in His arrival; we still delight in
the coming of the Savior of the World.

Before the birth of Christ, people lived in “darkness and
the shadow of death” - in existential loneliness. They at-
tempted in various ways, with their own abilities, to make
God accessible - to reach God, to make Him visible and
approachable. Saint Apostle and Evangelist John says: “No
one has seen God at any time... The Only begotten Son...
He has declared Him,” (Jn. 1:18). Our Lord Jesus Christ
through His Incarnation made God approachable to man
and revealed that God is Love. Through His incarnation,
God “lowered” heaven to earth so that all of us on earth can
be elevated to heaven! The Kingdom of Heaven was made
accessible to all of us. The inhabitants of Paradise had been
chased out for turning away from God the only Life-Giver;
with Christ’s birth, the opportunity for man to again be-
come a citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom is realized!

What do we need to do today so that God may recognize
us like one of His own? We need to recognize Him, the
same way Heaven recognized Him at His birth by sending
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ny usHap Butjenema na Ia 06jaBu, fa ra aHTeICcKy po-
cmaBuMo kmmuyhy peunma anbena boxujux: ,Crnasa
Ha Bucynu Bory 1 Ha sem/pu Mup, Mehy pyauma fo6pa
Bo/bal“ a a cBOje cplie YYMHUMO TOIIOM BUT/IEjeM-
ckom nehuHoM y koje hemo npumutu u ycemmru bo-
romnajenna Xpucra u beroso ceero yuemwe! Vima mu
6osper mporpama, 60Jper perjenTa 3a byACKU KXUBOT Ha
sempu of Ceetor JeBanbherpa?

Ympkoc cBMM 3HalMMa 1 YyfiecMa OTBP/i/Ia Cplja HU
Tajla HU cafia HUCY Ipeno3Hanm Xpucra Kao ceora bora
n Cnacurepa. HepepHuiy ra HucCy npenosHaam Kao
Bora jep He mpuxsarajy IberoBy 6mary Bect, Iberos
CITACOHOCHMU IIJIAH 32 1I€/I0 YOBEYAHCTBO, 33 CBE HAPO-
Jie, 3a CBe BeKOBe, Koju je objaB/beH y 6o>xnhHoj anbern-
CKOj ITecMI.

Bory xBaja, MUINOHM ¥ MWIVOHM Bepyjyhux /pynn
NPUXBAaTWIN Cy U IpUXBaTajy XpUCTa Kao jeVHOT UC-
tuHuTor bora m Cnacurema u HberoBo CBeTo JeBaH-
berpe, kao pement xuBOTa ¥ >KMBehy 1O TOM peuenTy
npeo6paxkaBajy CBOje XIBOTE U KUBOTE /YU Y LIeJI0-
Me CBeTY Koju yHOCe MUp 1 Jo6py Boj/by Meby /pyanma.
Jbypu koju moby y mommp ca Xpucrom kpos Iberosy
ceery LlpkBy 1 Iberoso Cseto JeBanbespe nny gpyrum
IyTeM, ITyTeM IIpaBJe U VICTUHE, ITyTeM XpTBeHe byoa-
BI, ITyTeéM MMPA M UICTUHCKE PaJOCTH.

Panoct nare 3ajegnune osor boxxitha u oe ropguHe
je BeluKa, jep HaM ce yKasaja IpuinKa, fooporom the-
rose Excenennnje, [locnopuua Munana [Tannha n cBux
Bac, fa ¢ boxxjom momohy y ckopoj 6ynyhroctu noune-
MO Ca OCTBapeHeM HallliX AYTOrOfUIILIX XKerba IPaji-
BOM IIPKBe U KYITYpHO-00pa3oBHOT IIeHTpa 3a HAIIy
3ajeguniyy. buhe To HajboBM MOKIOH HOBOpOhEeHOM
Xpucry, Hamoj geny u 6ygyhum noxkonemnma.

Hapam ce fa here yunuuty cBe op cebe ga oy Ilapo-
XUjy TOMOTHeTe (MHAHCUjCKM, CBaKM IIpeMa CBOjUM
moryhHocTuMa; u ja hete cBojuM xmBoTOM, XpuinhaH-
ckuM penuma u 6naropahy Boxxjom moctuhm u gyxos-
HO CaBpILIEHCTBO, i1 fa he osa [Tapoxmja 6utn y uctuam
xuBa llpksa Xpucrosa. ,A bor je kajjap yanauTtu ga u
Meby Bama mpe6uBa m3obunna boxja 6maropar, ma y
cBeMy MMajyhy JOBO/BHO cBera, 3001IyjeTe y CBAaKOM
nobpom meny“. (Ipyra Kopnuhanuma 9:8)

Yuanpen Bam xBasna u focnop; Heka Bac 6/71aroc/oBu
¥ HaTpajiM 3a Balll JonpuHoc rpabhemy xpama nocsehe-
Hor Pobhemy IIpecBere boroponnuie.

Kenum eam cpehan u dnaiocnosen boxcuh
u Hoesy 2018. ioguny!

C y6aBmy, y boromnageniyXpucry,
O. bnamko ITapaxmuc

a special star above Bethlehem to reveal Him and we need
to celebrate Him like the angels did by singing the angelic
hymn: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
and good will among men!” We must make our hearts the
warm cave of Bethlehem in which we shall receive and set-
tle the Godchild Christ together with His teachings! Is
there a better recipe for human life on earth than the Holy
Gospel?

In spite to all the signs and miracles we must note that a
great hardness of heart caused some people then and now
to fail to recognize Christ as their God and as their Savior.
Hard-hearted people did not recognize Him as God be-
cause they do not want to accept His good news, His salva-
tion plan for the whole mankind, for all the nations, for all
ages, which was announced in the Christmas angelic hymn.

But thank God millions and millions of true believers
have accepted Christ as their only true God and Savior and
His Holy Gospel, as a recipe for life. As Orthodox Chris-
tians, we know that by living according to the recipe of sal-
vation we can change and transfigure our lives and the lives
of others to bring peace to the world and good will among
all people. People who encounter Christ through His Holy
Church and His Holy Gospel have a roadmap that shows
the way: the way of truth, the way of justice, the way of
sacrificial love, the way of peace, and the way of true joy.

The joy in our community this Christmas and this year
is great! We are again given the opportunity through the
generosity of His Excellency Mr. Milan Panic and the gen-
erosity of all of you. With God’s help, in near future we will
begin to realize our desire to build a Holy church and a
cultural-educational center for our community. Now that
would be a glorious gift for our children and future genera-
tions to present to the newly born Christ-child!

I anticipate that you will do everything that is within you
to financially help this parish—everyone according to their
abilities. I pray that with the grace of God and through
Christian deeds, you may acquire spiritual perfection so
that this parish will truly become the LIVING CHURCH
OF CHRIST. “God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work?” (II Cor. 9:8).

I thank you in advance and may our Lord bless and re-
ward you for your contribution toward the building of the
temple dedicated to the Nativity of the Most Holy Theoto-
kos.

I wish you a most blessed Christmas
and Happy New 2018 Year!

With love in Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis
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The Entrance of the Theotokos

Saint Gregory Palamas

...the choice of the future Mother
of God, beginning with the very
sons of Adam and proceeding
through all the generations of time,
through the Providence of God,
passes to the Prophet-king David
and the successors of his kingdom
and lineage. When the chosen time
had come, then from the house and
posterity of David, Joachim and
Anna are chosen by God. Though
they were childless, they were by
their virtuous life and good disposi-
tion the finest of all those descend-
ed from the line of David.And when
in prayer they besought God to de-
liver them from their childlessness,
and promised to dedicate their child to God from its
infancy. By God Himself, the Mother of God was pro-
claimed and given to them as a child, so that from such
virtuous parents the all-virtuous child would be raised.
So in this manner, chastity joined with prayer came to
fruition by producing the Mother of virginity, giving
birth in the flesh to Him Who was born of God the Fa-

ther before the ages. Now, when
Righteous Joachim and Anna saw
that they had been granted their
. wish, and that the divine promise
| to them was realized in fact, then
. they on their part, as true lovers of
God, hastened to fulfill their vow
= given to God as soon as the child
| had been weaned from milk. They
1 have now led this truly sanctified
child of God, now the Mother of
God, this Virgin into the Temple of
God. And She, being filled with Di-
vine gifts even at such a tender age,
...She, rather than others, deter-
mined what was being done over
Her. In Her manner She showed
that She was not so much presented into the Temple,
but that She Herself entered into the service of God of
her own accord, as if she had wings, striving towards
this sacred and divine love. She considered it desirable
and fitting that she should enter into the Temple and
dwell in the Holy of Holies.

CHRISTMAS GIFT

NAME / IN NAME OF:

ADDRESS:

CITY / STATE:

Christmas Donation $

Make your check payable to: Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Church

Please Mail to: 2148 Michelson Drive, Irvine, CA 92612

THANK YOU!
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SETTING COURSE
FOR A BRILLIANT FUTURE

Fr. Blasko and the Parish Council would like to wish all our parishioners,
family, and friends a blessed Christmas and New Year

2 O 1 was an extraordinary year for our Parish. We were blessed that His Excellency;,

7 Mr. Milan Panic offered to match all donations to the Building Fund up to $1 mil-
lion to help us acquire a permanent home for our Church. We created a dedicated Building Fund
account that is held in a separate bank from our savings and checking accounts that are used for
operating expenses. Presently, we have approximately $600,000 eligible for the match. While this
is an enormous amount of money and a great start, we will probably need in the neighborhood of
$2.5 million to purchase an existing building to renovate or to buy land in Orange County.

Great News! Mr Panic has agreed to extend the match period until Pascha this year! if you in-
tend to donate to our Building Fund, and we certainly hope that you are, it would be great if you
could donate as much as you can before Pascha.

In November, we gathered together a group of Stewards and Building Fund donors to de-
velop a vision and plans for our new Church. You can see some of our notes on the wall in our
Fellowship room. The plans are being developed and will be presented for approval by our Parish
Council in the next month. In the meantime, we're searching for properties so that we can gain a
better understanding of the market and to be ready when the time comes to make a decision. Any
decision to purchase a building or land will require the approval of our Church Stewards. You may
become a Church Steward and have a voice in the future of our Church by completing a 2018 Stew-
ardship Form which is available in the narthex of our Church or on our website at www.mostho-
lytheotokos.com.

Our most important duty is to support the continued operation of our Church. Having an op-
portunity for a new Church is certainly a reason for optimism and excitement. But it can draw our
attention away from our most basic need, ensuring that our Church is sustainable. We did have to
draw from our savings last year in order to pay our expenses. As you know, we rely mainly on your
financial contributions to pay the bills. We are very grateful for the support of our Church Stew-
ards. Please be as generous as you can in considering your Stewardship commitment this year.
There is another aspect of Stewardship that requires our attention. That is our contribution of time
and talents. As is the case in many non-profits including ours, the business of operating our Church
falls on too few of us. We simply need more people to help especially during this time when there
is so much that needs to be done. Please consider helping when called upon. There are few things
that are more important or more rewarding than helping the Church. Thank you.

Let us pray that this year will mark the beginning of a new and brilliant future for the Nativity
of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church.

With Gratitude and Love in Christ,
John Vukasovich, Building Fund and Stewardship Chairman
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IIpodecop
Hp Papmuno [Jocranuh

Murpomnonur
CreBan
CrpatrumupoBuh

teBaH Crpatumuposnh je poben y Kynmnny 27.

meneM6pa 1757 ropuHe. OCHOBHY LIKONY je

yuno y Kynnuny u Bereuy. [IBa Hm>ka paspesia
JIatuncke mkosne y4ano je y Hopom Capy. Hacrasuo je
mkonosame y Cerequny u Banyy. ¥ bynaumy je crynu-
pao IIpaBo Koje je HacTaBMo Jja yuu y beuy.

Kpajem 1783. rogune Crparumuposuh je momrao y
Kapnosue ca HamepoMm Jla ce MOCBETU CBEMITEHNIKOM
MIO3MBY. Y JOHOIIEHY OBE OJJIyKe BEUKI YEO je IMao
mutpononut Ilyrauk. Y To Bpeme y Kapnosiuma Huje
6110 HUKaKBe 6OTOCTOBCKe LIKOTIe, 1a je CTparnMu-
posuh cBoje Teonouko o6pasoBame MOpao Ia CTUYe
npusatHo. To je yunano xop Jopana Pajuha, Taga Hajy-
YeHMjer CPIICKOT 6Or0oC/IoBa.

Y jepepxujckum crenennma Crparumuposuh je Ha-
IIpefj0Ba0 HeBepoBaTHOM Op3uHOM. Mutpononut Ily-
THIK Ta je 25. Maja 1774. TO{MHe PYKOIIOJIOXMO 3a ha-
KOHa, a, TPY JjaHa KacHuje Ipou3BefeH je y apxubaxo-
Ha. [TocTpurao ce 29. jyna u Beh 6. jyna pykoronoxeH
je 3a jepoMoOHaxa ¥ IpousBeseH 3a cunberna. Vicre ro-
IMHE 15. aBrycTa MUTpOIONNUT ra mpousBOAM 3a apXi-
mangputa. [ognHe 1786. 15. Maja usabpaH je 3a BIagn-
Ky BpIIAQUKOI a 15. jyHa JICTe TOfuHe 1ocBeheH je 3a
OyIMMCKOT enucKora. AKO ce CBeMy OBOMe Iofia fia je
Ha TemumBapckoM cabopy 1790. TOfMIHE, HAKOH CMPTHI
mutpononuta [TyTHuka, u3abpaH 3a MUTPOIIOTINTA Ca
HeIIyHe 33 TOfIMHe )KMBOTA, OHJja ce Moxke pehu fja Tak-
BO BPTOITIABO HAIIpefjoBambe Huje 3a0ee)keHo y MCTO-
puju Cprcke npaBocnaBHe pkse. Ha yeny Kapnosay-
Ke MUTpOIIONMje OMo je 46 TOofyHa, CBe 0 CMPTU Y
Hohu nameby 23. n 24. cenrem6pa 1836. ropune. Tonu-
KO IyTO HYje HMKO 610 Ha 4ery MuTtpomnonmje Hu pe
HI IIOCTIE heTa.
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OcHuBama IlpBe cpricke rumMHasuje

Kapa je 13. aBrycra 1791. rogyiHe Mutpononut Crparu-
Mmuposuh casnao ga 6oratu Kapnosuanus Jumurtpuje
Anactacujesuh Cab0B >xenmu fa 3aBemra 20.000 ¢o-
PUMHTU 32 JOOPOOUT CPIICKOT HAapOJa, OTUIIAO je KOf
’hera 11 yCIeo fla ra HaroBOpM fia Taj HOBAl] 3aBellITa 3a
ocHMBame rnMHasmje. Kommko je To 6mia Benuka cy-
Ma, MOYKe ce BIJIETM aKO Ce YIIOpe/y ca IIOJJaTKOM Jia je
IpoceyYHa IVTaTa 6mia jensa 200 ¢popuntu. CyTpagan
je mpep BenukoM rpymom rpahana Cpemckux Kapro-
Balla jaBHO caomiTeHa oBa ke/ba CabosrbeBa. Tom
IPVINKOM CaKyI/beHO je jolI 17.240 GOpUHTH FoOpo-
BOJBHUX IIpuiora of, 87 rpabana. OBaj faH je 3abere-
KEH Kao JlaH ocHMBama [umHuasuje. Ilpen ckynbeHum
rpabhaHnMa je cactaB/beHO 3aTy>KOMHCKO IICMO Koje je
CaboB jaBHO noTmycao. OCUM OCTAJIOT, Y BeMy je Of-
pebeHO fla BpXOBHM IIaTPOH OBOI 3aBellTama Oyne
murpornommt CrparuMuposuh.

CrpatuMmuposnh Huje 610 3acmy’kaH camMo Kao oc-
HuBay [IpBe cpricke rMMaH3uje, HEro I Kao heH CTapa-
Te/b, HEIIPECTAaHO ce aHraxyjyhm ma oHa HecMeTaHO
pajgu u pasBuja ce. Tako je mpe KOHKypca aHTa)KOBao
np. JoBaHa [poca, koju je y ucropuju [mmuasuje 3abe-
JIeXKeH Kao WbeH NpBU AupekTop. OcuM Tora, 0CHOBao
je AnymHeym 3a yuenuke Iumnasuje u borocnosuje.
Tume je omoryheHo fa ce ¥ CpOMAIITHM YYEHUIIN KO-
nyjy y Kapnosunma. Hectoposuh je y cBom mpBom ns-
BEIITajy 0 obmtacky mikona (1810) Hammcao ga Crpa-
TUMUPOBUA O CBOM TPOIIKY M3[p)KaBa 28 cUpoMall-
Hux haka y Kapnosumma.

Crpatumunposnh, 3ajegno ca Iegeonom Ilerposu-
hem, nma Benuke 3aciyra 3a ocHuBame HoBocajcke
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IpaBOC/IaBHe TMMHa3yje. Bract Huje 6uma pacroxe-
Ha jja ce y HoBom Cany nTBOpM Ta IIKONIA, HOWITO Beh
CKOPO 20 TOAMHA y HENMOCPeNHOj OMU3MHM IMOCTOjU
KapnoBauka rumuasmja. 3axsasmyjyhu Crpatumupo-
BuheBOM 3ay3yMamy joOUjeHO je ofobperme 3a OTBa-
pabe OBe LIKOJIE.

OcuuBame Kapnosauke 6orociosuje

TemmiBapcku cabop je o6aBesao murpononuta Crpa-
tumupoBnha fia 3a 06pa3oBarbe CBEIITEHNYKOT Kapa
ocHyje lenepamny cemuHapujy. Vigeja o ocHuBamy
OBaKBe MHCTUTYIVje 3a4e/ia ce Ipe oBor cabopa. Bra-
nvka Mojcuje ITyTHuK 6110 je MHMIIUjaTOp IIpeiIora 3a
Ib€HO OCHIBaIbE. Joll 1785. TO[[VHE HAIIPAB/bEH je IIAH
3rpajie ca TPOIIKOBHMKOM, IUIaH O YCTPOjCTBY, Hac-
TaBHM IUIAaH ¥ HauMH obe3behmBama QuHaHCHjCKUX
cpencraBa. CemmHapuja je Tpebano ga o6yzme y Temmm-
Bapy. Y MebyBpemeny Bmagmka IlyTHuUK je mocTao
MUTpononuT u npeuao je y Kapnosue. 36or Tora je
3aXTeBao Jla ce ceMMHapuja ocHyje y Kapnosiuma.

Jako cy HajBuile aycTpujcKe BIACTU IOfIp>KaBaje
OCHMBame OBakBe MHCTUTyHuje CrparmMmmpoBuh je
6uo mporus. OCHOBHM pasjior TaKBOT CTaBe Omoje
cagprxaH y cnegehem: ,,Crparumuposuh je o6po 3Hao
Kyzla 61 ofIBe/Io Melllatbe HajBMINE JIpyKaBHE BIIACTY Y
ozipehnoBame HacTaBHOT IpajiuBa jeHe IIPaBOCIABHE
60rocioBuje, HAPOUUTO Y jeSHO] YATpa — KaTOINYKO]
3eMJ/bl, KakBa je Outa iBojHa MoHapxuja.“ (1. Crp. 35)

Ymecto Cemmuapuje Crparumuposuh je 1794. rogu-
He y Cpemckum Kaprnosnuma ocHoBao borocnosujy.
Ona je 61/1a HaMebeHa MIAJIVIM JbyAVIMA KOjI Ce OIpe-
mebyjy 3a CBEWITEHMYKM II03MB U3 Apxupaujerese.
MelyTtnm, oHa je mpuMara y4eHVKe U3 OCTa/lINX emap-
X1ja, jep je y To BpeMe Ouia jeilMHa IIKOIA 3a TIPUIIpe-
Mame CBEelITeH)Ka IIpaBoC/IaHe ucrosectu kog Cpbay
AycTpuju. Y mIKOIy Cy ce pUManu y4eHUIU ca 3aBp-
IIEHOM TPUBUjaJTHOM IIKOJIOM, M VX je 6uno u ca
rumHasujoM. CtpatumMuposuh je 6uo npunyhen fa 3a
HaCcTaBHMKe IIOCTaBY JyXOBHA JINIA Ca CBOT MUTPOIIO-
JINTCKOT JIBOPA, jep APYTUX Huje 6uro.

HacraBHu 11aH je capjpxasao cineiehe mpenmere:

IIpBu paspen

- CroBeHCKa HayKa O je3uKy (IpaMaTiKa cTapo-
CJIOBEHCKOT je3MKa ¥ I[PKBEHOC/IOBEHCK je3UK),

- JTormaTcko 60roc/oB/be MM Bepcka JOKTPIHA,

- Mopanzo 60rocnossbe,

- Puryan (1pkBeHO nojame U TyMadembe
jeBaHbespa).

Hpyru paspen

- Vlctopuja xpuirhancke Bepe v IpaBOCTaBHe
IIPKBe,

- ITactupcko 6orocnosswe,

- Karuxernuxa,

- OMmmuTrka (IIpKBeHO HeCeTHNIITBO),

- Meropyka 3a y4nTesbe TpUBUjaTHNX IIKOJIA.

Meronuka ce mpemaBania 36or Tora mro he Hekn
y4eHMIIM 10 3aBpleTKy borocnosuje paguTu kao yun-
tesbu. OcuM Tora, MHOTM he off BUX 6M TV MeCHY LIKOJI-
CKM IMPEKTOpY, I1a ¥IM je 3Hambe MeTO[VIKe 300T Tora
noTpebHoO.

Bpemenowm je oBa borocmosuja mocrama Beoma g1o-
Opa LIKOJICKa MHCTUTYLIMja, 1A je 611 y30p OCTanum
6orocioBujamMa Koje Cy OCHUBAHE y CPIICKUM IIPaBoO-
cmaBHUM emapxujama. O Tome cBeoun cinepehe mym-
Jbeme: ,Iberosa 6orocnosuja y Cpemcknm Kapnosun-
Ma HMje MOIJIa IOIMUPUTH CBe TTOTpebe IIpKBe, ann je
HOCTY>KIIa Kao y30p U IyTOKa3 Kojum Tpeba mhn.“ (1.
Crp. 36)

Ha kpajy tpeba pehu na je Crparumuposnh nogpp-
xasao ycranke y Cpouju (ITpsu u [Ipyru) n 3aroBapao
ocHuBame CpIICKe Ap)KaBe U TUME JNOBOJMO Y OIac-
HOCT He CaMO CBOj IpYIUTBEHN I10710Kaj, HETO Y INYHY
cnmoboxy. AKo ce cBeMy TOMe JIOfia U YCIeIlaH paji Ha
yHanpebhemwy npaBocnaBHe 1pkBe Cpba u PymyHna y
AyCTpHjCKOj JTapeBMHI OHJJA C€ MOXKe ITOTIYHMje Olie-
HUTY H€TOB 1L[e/IOKYIIaH paf.

NsBopu
1. CnyjerrueBnh 'B. (1936); CreBan Crparumuposuh,
Beorpap,.

2. Pysapan [. (1931): Mutpononut CreBan Crparumuposuh.

3. Cxepnuh J. (1966): Cpricka KiV>KeBHOCT y 18. Beky,
beorpag.

. CaBa, enmickon mymagujcku (1990): Cpricku jepapcu,
beorpag.

. Texenuja Casa (1861): Omgnomak pykomnuca, Januna.

. TaBpunosuh A. (1901-1904): 3namenntu Cpbu 19. Beka,
3arpe6.

o
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This commitment I 2018 Stewardship Pledge Form
make to secure a Christ-

centered life for myself NAME

and my family. ADDRESS

...to return to God the
first fruits from the gifts CITY
He has bestowed upon
me.

...to assist my Lord in

the mission of spreading  TQTAL PLEDGE FOR 2018: $
His Gospel.

TELEPHONE
I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

...to anchor mypersonal To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
g J

Plan Ahead:

PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections for the 2018 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting in February or March in 2018. The
exact date will be determand by the Parish Council.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates in
the sacramental life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the Gos-
pel and the canons of the Church and has been a member and steward of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any unrea-
sonable burden. We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-term plans.
If you would like to serve Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board, please contact Aleksandar
Zlatic, Board President, any member of the current Board, or the Parish Priest.

Prayer for our Parish

I ask everyone to remember our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we thank You for the blessing of The Most Holy Theotokos parish in
our lives. May Your word become alive in each and every one of us who strive to follow You. Please

bless and multiply all the gifts — time, talent and treasure — which are given in thanks to benefit
our mission and glorify Your name. Bless and multiply the givers and help us all to make present
Your Kingdom. For You are the Giver of all that is good, O Christ our God, and to You we give
glory, together with Your Father who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good and life-giving
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Past Events:
Serbian/Europian Food festival held on September 30" and October 1

The Orange County Serbian/Europian Festival, is one of Orange County’s new cultural celebrations.
Established 4 years ago, the festival strives to bring its heritage, its Orthodoxy, and of course, its won-
derful food to individuals from throughout Orange County. It is one of The Nativity of the Mosty
Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church’s important public fundraisers. Throughout the day,
guests enjoyd strolling through the parking lot, indulging in inventive spirits at the Folk dancing
and performance by our Dunav kolo group as well as Seven other National Folk dancing groups
and a Sting Orchestra from El Camino College under the direction of Professor Dr. Ljubomir
Velickovic in a big Party Tent! Whether it’s freshly-prepared Serbian/Mediterranean style food and
pastries, an evening of live music and beautiful choreographed dance, or a unique shopping expe-
rience, The Orange County Serbian Festival gives everyone the chance to enjoy life like in Serbia and
other Meditiranian countries. This was not only a celebration for our community to enjoy within
itself, but also a vital opportunity to reach out to the neighborhood and general Southern California
community — sharing our faith, cultural backgrounds and communal spirit with all of our guests.
The event was a great success due to the hard work many parishioners from our Community. Sincere
gratitude to all!

e ————
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Schedule of Services

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at
10:00 am every Sunday and on major
Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive,
Irvine.

10:00 am:  Divine Liturgy
w:30am:  Sunday School
12:00 pm:  Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm

and on the eve of major Feast days

at 7:00 pm.

AKkathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 pm

January 6"

BAJILE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 6:00 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten Dinner
following church services (Ocseheme
GajmaKa I Bedepa II0CTIe Bedeprbe
ciyx6e). Parents, please arrive with
your children no later than 5:30 p.m.

January 7%

BOXKITh - NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST -
CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
and Christmas lunch following.

January 8%

SYNAXIS OF THE MOST
HOLY THEOTOKOS
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 9"

ST. STEPHEN THE FIRST
ARCHDEACON AND MARTYR
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 13™
SERBIAN NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

Serbian New Year’s celebration will be
held at St. Mark Antiochian Church
facility!

January 14%
ST. BASIL THE GREAT - New Year's
Day - Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

NO FASTING FROM JANUARY 7™
THROUGH AND INCLUDING
JANUARY 17™

In celebration of Christmas we do not
fast at all (even on Wednesdays and
Fridays) from January 7 through and
including January 17. On January 18,
however, we fast rigorously (no meat/
poultry, dairy products/eggs or fish) in
preparation for the Feast of Epiphany
on January 19",

January 18"

THEOPHANY EVE - KRSTOVDAN
DIVINE LITURGY & GREAT
BLESSING OF WATER 10:00 a.m.
Bring your empty bottles for holy water.

January 19™

THEOPHANY - bOT'OJABJ/bEIBE.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. Followed by
Great blessing of Water.

January 20"

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

- CB.JOBAH KPCTUTEb
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

OCBEREILE BOJUIIOM -
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS

TO BEGIN JANUARY 18

We begin this new year with a great joy.
Joy for the growth and stability of our
beloved parish. Joy for our brotherhood
in Christ in His Holy Church. As such,
we should manifest that joy by asking
for His blessings each year. A way to
concretely ask for such a blessing is to
have our homes blessed each year by a
priest.

This is long-standing tradition in the
Orthodox Church. Each year after the
Feast of Theophany, we schedule the
blessing of homes. Please contact me as
soon as possible to schedule the blessing
of your home or business.

PREPARATION FOR ST. SAVA
PROGRAM

If you want your child to participate in
the St. Sava program, please contact the
priest @ 949 702-0706. All children who
are participating in the St. Sava program
must practice the poems at home and
attend rehearsals. The celebration will
take place on Sunday January 28",

January 27"
ST. SAVA
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

February 12

CABOP CB. TP JEPAPXA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY
HIERARCHS - Cs. JIurypruja mouehe
y 10:00 4acoBa npe nogxe. The Holy
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

February 15"

CPETEILE TOCIIO[JILE - MEETING
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN
THE TEMPLE - PRESENTATION.
Cs. Jlutypruja nouehe y 10:00 yacosa
npe nozpse. Holy Divine Liturgy will
begin at 10:00 a.m.

GREAT LENT

Great Lent starts on Monday,
February 19" and will end on
Paschal Sunday on April 8.

Make a sincere Lenten effort to pray,
fast, give alms and journey with our
parish in as many of the services as is
possible. More quiet, less noise, more
prayer, more Confession, less food,
more Scripture, less TV should be a
goal. The ultimate goal is fasting from
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sin and Transfiguration of our life in
Christ. The Liturgy of Presanctified
Gifts will be served on Wednesdays
and Fridays during Lenten Season.
The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
will be served on Wednesdays

at 7:00 p.m. and on Fridays at
10:00 a.m. The Great Cannon of
St. Andrew will be served every
evening during the First week of
Lent at 7:00 p.m. Please join us!

March 22
“MLADENCI”
The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

The First Sunday of the
Triodion Period: Sunday of
The Publican and Pharisee

Introduction

The Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee is the first Sunday of a three-
week period prior to the commence-
ment of Great Lent. It marks the be-
ginning of a time of preparation for
the spiritual journey of Lent, a time
for Orthodox Christians to draw clos-
er to God through worship, prayer,
fasting, and acts of charity. It is also on
this day that the Triodion is intro-
duced, a liturgical book that contains
the services from this Sunday, the
tenth before Pascha (Easter), to Great
and Holy Saturday.

Biblical Story
The name for this Sunday is taken
from the parable of our Lord Jesus
Christ found in Luke 18:10-14. This is
the story of two men, one a Pharisee, a
member of a Jewish sect known for its
diligent observance of the Law, and
the other a Publican, a government of-
ficial charged with the responsibility
of collecting taxes.

Both men enter the temple, and the
Pharisee stands openly and prays,
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thanking God that he is not like other
men, specifically extortioners, the un-
just, adulterers, “or even this tax col-
lector” (v. 11). He then begins to list his
religious accomplishments by stating,
“I fast twice a week, and I give tithes of
all that I possess” (v. 12).

In direct contrast to the pride of the
Pharisee, the Publican goes to a place
where he will not be noticed by others
and beats his breast saying, “God, be
merciful to me a sinner!” (v. 13).

Having told this story, Jesus affirms
that it was the Publican who returned
home justified and forgiven rather
than the Pharisee. He states, “Every-
one who exalts himself will be hum-
bled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted” (v. 14).

The theme of this parable is repen-
tance. Repentance is the door through
which we enter Lent, the starting-
point of the journey to Pascha. To re-
pent signifies far more than self-pity
or futile regret over things done in the
past. The Greek term metanoia means
“change of mind” To repent is to be
renewed, to be transformed in our in-
ward viewpoint, to attain a fresh way
of looking at our relationship with
God and with others. The fault of the
Pharisee is that he has no desire to
change his outlook; he is complacent,

self-satisfied, and so he allows no
place for God to act within him. The
Gospel depicts him as a man that is
pleased only with himself who thinks
that he has complied with all of the re-
quirements of religion. But in his
pride, he has falsified the meaning of
true religion and faith. He has reduced
these to external observations, mea-
suring his piety by the amount of
money he gives.

The Publican, on the other hand,
truly longs for a “change of mind” He
humbles himself, and his humility jus-
tifies him before God. He becomes, in
the words of the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5:3), “poor in spirit” He ac-
knowledges that he is a sinner, and he
knows that salvation is only found in
the mercy of God. Here we find an ex-
ample of true humility, an essential
aspect of repentance. A “change of
mind” and the transformation of our
lives can only happen when we hum-
ble ourselves before God, acknowl-
edge our willingness to turn from sin,
and receive His grace into our lives.

Our preparation for Lent thus be-
gins with a prayer for humility, the be-
ginning of true repentance. Through
repentance, we can find and return to
the true order of things, a restoration
of our spiritual vision that will guide
us in a very difficult and challenging
world. By entering Great Lent in hu-
mility and repentance, we can attain
deeper communion with God as we
receive His forgiveness and He blesses
by guiding us to greater spiritual
heights.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee shows both men in
the manner in which they enter the
temple to pray. The Pharisee goes to a
very prominent place where others
will see him. The positions of his
hands indicate that he is addressing
God by speaking of his stature and ac-
complishments. In contrast, the Pub-
15
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lican enters and remains in a low
place, far from the holiest parts of the
temple. His posture shows his open-
ness to God, his humility, and his peti-
tion for mercy.

The icon also shows the state of both
men as they leave the temple. Follow-
ing the words of Christ in Luke 18:14,
the Publican has now been exalted in
the kingdom of God because of his
humility. He leaves the temple forgiv-
en, and he shows that he remains open
to the will of God. In contrast, the
Pharisee leaves the temple unjustified,
still in need of forgiveness. Because of
his pride and lack of repentance, he
will be humbled before God, the One
who knows the condition of each per-
son’s soul and who will offer the gift of
salvation to those who come to Him
in true repentance.

On Fasting

Fasting takes into account both the
quantity and the quality of food. The
idea is to eat a smaller amount of
food during a fasting day; to abstain
from fats and oils, as these tend to fat-
ten the body and thereby to arouse
lust and make one physically and
spiritually lazy; to abstain from meat,
fish, and products of animal origin, as
these tend to excite carnal desire; and
also to abstain from mere delicacies,
as the consumption of these is a form
of self-indulgence. St. John Climacus
(c. 525-605) says: “Satiety of food is a
begetter of unchastity” He also says,
“Let us cut down fatty and greasy
foods that inflame carnal desire, and
foods that sweeten and tickle the lar-
ynx” (The Ladder, Migne PG 88,
864,865).

The practice of fasting is not re-
garded as an end in itself, as some-
thing having instrinsic value, but
only as a means, as a necessary condi-
tion for the spiritual life. It belongs to

the category of what the Eastern,
Byzantine Fathers call “bodily vir-
tues,” among which are prostrations,
standing, and vigils. Referring to
these, St. John Damascene (c. 676-c.
754) says that they “are rather instru-
ments for the virtues; they are neces-
sary, in one practices them with hu-
mility and spiritual knowledge. For
without them neither do the virtues
of the soul come into being, but in
themselves they are of no benefit, any
more than plants without fruit”
(Philokalia, 2, 17). And St. Gregory
the Sinaite (1289-1360), speaking spe-
cifically of fasting, observes: “Con-
stant fasting whithers lust and gives
birth to self-restraint” (Philokalia, 2,
272); while Callistos and Ignatios
Xanthopoulos remark: “Fasting and
self-restraint are the first virtue, the
mother, root, source and foundation
of all good” (Philokalia, 2, 370).

Dr. Constantine Cavarnos,
chored in God

“When we fast, we search the earth
and sea up and down: the earth in or-
der to collect seeds, produce, fruit,
spices, and every other kind of grow-
ing edible; the sea to find shellfish,
mollusks, snails, sea-urchins, and
anything edible therein.

We prepare dry foods, salted foods,
pickled foods, and sweet foods, and
from these ingredients we concoct
many and motley dishes, seasoned
with oil, wine, sweeteners, and spices.
Then we fill the table even more than
when we are eating meat. Moreover,
since these foods stimulate the appe-
tite, we eat and drink beyond mod-
eration. And after that we imagine
that we are fasting...

“And whoever taught those who
fast in this way that such a variety and
such quantities of food constitute a
fast? Where did they read or hear that
anyone who simply avoids meats or
fish is fasting, even if he eats a great
amount and different kinds of food?

An-

Fasting is one thing, great variety in
food another; fasting is one thing,
eating great amounts of food anoth-
er”

[Fasting and Science, 18-19]
Nicephorus Theotokis

THE ANNUAL

PARISH MEETING

You are hereby invited to attend the
Annual Meeting of our Parish, which
will be held at our Parish Center, 2148
Michelson Dr., Irvine, California, on
a Sunday, at the end of February or
beginning of March (the exact date to
be determand), following the Divine
Liturgy and lunch. It is imperative
that all of our faithful attend this
meeting to discuss the many impor-
tant matters about the future of our
Parish.

The Parish Board will present the
financial statement for 2017 and a
budget proposal for 2018.

Please invite the people you know
to join you. Also, it is essential that
you submit your Parishioner Applica-
tion and Stewardship Pledge Forms
before the meeting to become a
member in good standing. If you do
not have these Forms, please contact
Fr. Blasko @ (949) 702-0706. In an-
ticipation of your presence at this
meeting, we remain,

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest

Aleksandar Zlatic, President

OFFERINGS of wine for Holy Com-
munion, oil for the vigil lamps, can-
dles for the Holy Altar table, and in-
cense for services may be made by
contacting the parish priest. The cus-
tomary donations are as follow: for
vigil lamps, $20.00; wine, $10.00 per
bottle or $65.00 per case; candles for
the Holy Altar, $30.00; and incense,
$40.00
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Cearurens Bacunuin Bennknin
Cnoso Ha CBaTtoe PoxxaecTBo XpuCTOBO

Ima zomunus A67s1emcs wiedespom npasocnasHoil comunemuxu. 3a 1500 nem ,,Jomunus nua Cesmoe
Poscoecmeo Xpucmoso max u ocmaemcs 00HUM U3 CAMbIX 3HAYUMbLX MEKC08 XPUMUAHCMEA.

aBaiiTe MOYTMM MOJTYAHUEM IIePBOE, OCOOEHHOE,
PoxxpectBo XpucToBo, coiicTBeHHOE Ero bosxectsy.
Boree Toro, faBarite monoxuM cebe 3a PaBUIO BO-
61ue he uccnenoBarh 1 He MOGOMBITCTBOBATH 00 3TOM C I10-
MOIIbI0 HAIIVX MOHATHI. V160 4TO MOXXeT BOOOpasuTh cebe
yM TaM, I7ie He ObUIM HOCPeIHMKAMI HII BpeMsi, HU BeK, Ifie
00pa3 He MPefCTaBUM, I7ie He ObITTO HMKAKOTO 3PUTE/LS U Tfie
HeT HMKOTO, KTO MOr Obl pacckasaTb [06 aTom]? Vimu kak
A3bIK TOMOXKeT pasyMernio? Ho 6b11 Otery, n CoIH popmics.
He cipanmBait: korjja? HO IPOCTO OCTaBb B CTOPOHE CaM BO-
npoc. He nccnenyii, kax [3T0 6p1710]?

V60 cam oTBeT HEBO3MOXKeH. Beb BOIpOC «Korpa» OT-
HOCUTCSI KO BPEMEHN, a BOIIPOC «KaK» HeM30eXHO BeJeT K
TOMY, YTOOBI IPECTABILATH Cebe POKIeHNEe TeNeCHbIM 00pa-
30M. S Mory mpeficTaBUTD AoKas3aTenbcTBa 13 CB. [Incanus,
yro [CeiH poxpaetcs] kak Cusnye ot Cnassl (EBp 1:3) wm
kak O6pas ot Ilepoo6pasa. Ho mockonmbKy Takoit OTBET He
[03BO/IAET Tehe MOOOIBITCTBOBATH CBOMMM TIOMBICTIAMU, S
o6palijal0 TBoe BHIMAaHIE Ha HEM3PEYEeHHOCTD ITOTO Mpeji-
CTaB/IeHNA U IpM3HaI0, 4To 06pa3 boxecTBenHoro Poxxpe-
HIS HETOCTVDKYIM [IJISI MBIC/IV U HEBBIPA3VM B YeTOBEYECKIX
CIOBaXx.

JtaK, HaM TPECTOUT BBIACHUTD, KAKYI0 4aCTb VICTUHBI
MOXHO OTPa3UTh B 9TOM PACCY)XJCHNU, laXKe eCM yM He
B COCTOSIHUM TPUONUSUTHCS K MPUPOJE HEMOCTIKIMOTO,
VI CTIOBY 3aTPYAHUTENTBHO BBIPA3UTb MPUPOLY, KOTOpPas CO-
OTBETCTBOBAA OBl TOMY, YTO XOTb KAaK-TO HOCTYIHO [JIs
mbicu. bor [sBwcs] Ha semse, bor [xwn| cpepu nropeii,
Gecenys ¢ HuMHM yxxe He «u3 oras» (Vcx 3:2), He «Bo [rma-
ce] Tpy6bHOM» (Vcx. 19:6), He Ha «apIMAILerics Tope» (Vcx
19:18), He «Bo Mpake» (Vcx. 20:21), He B «Oype» (EBp. 12:18),
IPUBOJALIE B TPeleT Ay BHUMAIOINX 3aKOHOAATENIelt,
HO mocpenictBoM [CBoero] Tema KpOTKO U acKOBO, [Kak] ¢
POIHBIMIL

Bor [sBuncs] Bo I0TH, AENCTBYA yKe He HA PACCTOSHUN,
KaK [9T0 ObIO] C IPOPOKaMI1, HO CAIe/IaB YeJIOBEYECKYIO IIPH-
pony cpocureiicst u coegunerHoit ¢ Camum Co6oit 1, TaKuM
o6pasom, Bo3Befist K Cebe Bce 4elI0BeYeCTBO Yepe3 MOoCpell-
cTBO cpoacTBeHHOI HaM CBoeit iotn. Ho MoryT ckasars,

isihazam.ru

Kak 9TO 4epe3 ofgHOro VICTOYHMK cBeTa mpuIlen KO BceM?
Vi xakum o6pasom boxecTBo [BUI0CH] BO IOTH? A BOT
TaK, KaK J OTOHb B XKeJle3e: He IIepeMeHss MeCTO, HO yfiensisl
[cBOIO CHy].

B camoM fierte, OroHb He MEPEXOAUT TYAQ, I/ie HAXOAUTCA
KeJe30, OCTaBasACh Ha CBOEM IIPeXHEM MeCTe, HO YAeAeT
€My CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO CMTY, TaK 4TO J CaM He yMa/AeTcs
OT 9TOII TIepefiayi, 1 BCeleio HATIONHSAET COOOII TO, UTO CTa-
HOBUTCS eMy IIPUYacTHBIM. BoT Takum o6pasom u bor Cro-
BO OJJHOBpeMeHHO 11 He ypmamuics oT Camoro Cebst «u 061-
tas ¢ Hamy» (VIH 1:15), He mpeTepIiesl HUKaKOro M3MeHeHMs,
«u CroBo ctasno mioTeio» (VIu 1:15). VI He6o He omycTeno oT
Copepkaltiero [ero], 1 3emisi BOCIpUHsIA B cBoe 1oHO He-
6ecnoro. He mpumbiciuBait [31ech] Kakoro-To HUCTIA/IEHUS
Bosxectsa, 160 EMy He CBOJICTBEHHO IIEPEXOUTH C MeCTa Ha
MecTo, ofobHo Temam. V He BoobOpaxait cebe, uto Boxe-
CTBO U3MEHMIOCH U IIPEBPATIIOCH B IVIOTh, 16O TO, 4TO bec-
CMEpPTHO, HEU3MEHHO.

160 Kkak cracuTeNbHOE JIEKAPCTBO, YCBOGHHOE TENIOM,
nobexzaeT rybutenpHble [Afbl], MM Kak Ljapsmas B II0-
MellleHV) TbMa PaccenBaeTcsl IPY BHECEHNN CBETA, TaK XKe
U TOCIIOfICTBOBABILASA HaJl Y€JIOBEYECKOI IIPUPOLOIL CMEPTD
YHUYTOXWTIACh IPUCYTCTBUEM boxkecTBa. Ul Kak n1ef B Bozie,
BCe BpeMsl, II0Ka HOYb 1 TeHb, HOUMHSET ceOe BOJHOE ecTe-
CTBO, KOIZ]a JKe IIPUrpeeT COJIHIIE, OH TaeT OT [ero] myderi,
TaK >Ke U CMepTh LIapCTBOBA/A JIO IPUIIECTBYsI XPUCTOBA.
Korpa >xe Boccusma «6marogarb Boxkmst 1 cracurenbHasg»
(Twr. 2:1), n B3omwto «Conuue npaspe» (Man. 4:22), Tor-
Ia «mornoleHa 6buta cMepTh mobenoo» (1 Kop. 15:54), He
BbIfep>kaB npubmokerna Vcrunnoin XXKusuu. O, roybuna
6maroctu u yenoBexonobusa boxus! Ho Bmecto atoro mpe-
BOCXOJIAILIETO 4enoBeKomoous [boxxus] Mbpl mpoTmBUMCS
6bTh Ero pabamn. Jltou McCIeayioT IpuunHy, nodemy bor
[sBUIICA] Cpey MIOieTt, XOTS UM CTIeflyeT [IIpeskie BCero] mo-
KIOHNTBCs1 6maroctu [TBopial.

Urak, 6bl1a 136paHa OfHOBpeMeHHO 1 [leBa, 1 06pydeH-
Has MYXY, CIIOCOOHAsI TIOCTYXXUTb 9TOMY JJoMOCTponTeb-
CTBY, YTOOBI U I€BCTBO OBIIO IOYTEHO, U1 OPaK He OCTAJICS B
npeHebpexxeHnn. B camom fiernte, 1eBCTBO 6bII0 M30PaHO KAk
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JIOCTOJTHOE OCBSILIEHVs, @ TMOCPECTBOM 00pydeHys Obln
BOCIIPMHATBI U HayaTKu Opaka. VI To u gpyroe BmecTe s
TOr0, 4T00BI VloCud 65T COOCTBEHHBIM CBUIETENEM YUCTO-
Tbl Mapuu 1 4To0bl, MMest 0OpPyYHMKA B KadecTBe CTpaxa
JKM3HHU, OHA He OblTa BbITaHA KJIEBETHMKAM KaK OCKBEPHIB-
11ast 1eBCTBO. S1 MOTY BBICKAa3aTb U JIPYIYI0 MbBICIb, HUYYTh
He XY’Ke, 4eM IIpefbIayLIye: MIMEHHO TOIfa HaCTalo BpeMs,
nopxopsuiee st Boyenoseuenns Tocrona, koTopoe Ob110
TIpeoIIpefie/IeHO 11 IIPeyCTaHOB/IEHHO M3aBHa, ellle 10 CO3-
IaHVA MUPa, ¥ B KOTOpOe HayIexxao, 4To6sl Jyx Cearoit n
Cuna BeesplHero 06paszoBasna 3Ty 60TOHOCHYIO I/IOTb.

B camoMm pene, Hocumblii Bo YpeBe MTHOBEHHO JJOCTUT CO-
BEPLICHHOTO COCTOSIHMUA IJIOTH, He IIPOXOfiA IOCTENIEHHOTO
pasButus Bo Bpemenn. O6 aTom roBopst camu [EBanrens-
CKue| coBa, 160 CKa3aHO He «3a4aToe», HO «POIMBIIEECS».
Urak, sra miorsb, 6ynyun obpasosana or CeaTocTH, ObUTA
JOCTOJHA TOTr0, YTOOBI COeNMHUTHCA ¢ boxkectBoM Epguno-
ponnoro. «Popurt >xe CpiHa, 1 Hapedenb uma Emy: Mucyc»
(Md 1:21). MbI 3HaeM, 4YTO MMeHa, HAMEPEHHO JaBaeMble
KOMY-HUOY[b, BBIP@XAIOT JIOKAIYI0 B MX OCHOBE IIPU-
ponmy, Kak, Hampumep, [nmeHa] ABpaaM, Vcaak, Vspanib.
VM KXXJI0TO 13 HUX CKOpee BBIpaXKaeT ZJOCTUTHYTYIO MU
JIMYHYIO J0OpOJeTeNb, 4eM TelleCHble 0COOEHHOCTI. JTO XKe
OTHOCUTCA U K uMenn «Jucyc», To ecth «CriacuTenb Hapo-
ma». VI BOT y»ke IPHOTKpPBIBAETCA TallHA, IPefoNpeie/IeHHasA
Hpex/ie BEKOB U IIPOIIOBejaHHasl u3aaBHa npopokamu: «Ce,
JleBa Bo upeBe mpumMet 1 pogut ChIHa, 1 HApeKyT umA Emy:
Emmanyw, yro 3Haunt: «C Hamu bor»» (Mo 1:23).

3[iecb OTKPBIBAETCS CMBICT 3TOTO JIPeBHETO VIMEHH, [3a-
Kmoyaomero B cebe] Bce TanHcTBO [sBneHnms] bora cpenn
Jrofien, 160, KaK CKa3saHo, MM «EMMaHynm» o3HavaeT «C
Hamy bor». VI mmycTh HMKOTO He MPUBOJAT B CMyLIEHNE KO-
BapHBIe YXUIIPEHNA UYyfieeB, KOTOPble YTBEPXK/IAIOT, 4TO Yy
npopoka [Vcaitn] ckasaHo He «IeBa», a «Monmoauia»: «Ce,
MOJIOAMIIA BO UpeBe Tpummet». IIpexe Bcero, 6bu10 65l
KpajiHe HepasyMHO MOJIaraTh, YTO TO, YTO JO/DKHO OBLIO
cTaTh 3HaMeHNeM, JaHHBIM OoT [0Crofia, IpefcTaBsieT Co-
6011 0ObIIeHHOE sBJIEHNE, COI/IACYIOLIeecs C IPUPOMOIL Be-
wiett. V160 4o rosoput mpopox? «V mpopormxkarn [ocroas ro-
BOPUTD K Axasy, U ckasayi: mpocu cebe 3Hamenus y focrona,
Bora TBOero; mpocy wm B ryOMHe, WM Ha BbicoTe. VI cKa-
3am Axas: He Oyfy mpocuTb u He OyRy mckymars locroma»
(Mc. 7:10-12). I vemuoro manee: «/rax, Cam Toconp macr
BaMm 3HaMeHue: Ce, [leBa Bo upeBe npunmet» (Vic 7:14).

[lo Hac pomwio mpepaHue o ToM, 4TO 3axapus ObUT yOUT
NyfieAMI MeXAy XpaMoM 1 >KEPTBEHHVKOM 3a TO, YTO OH
noMecTil Mapuio B 4UC/IO [ieB Y>Ke Hoce Toro, kak OHa
poxuna focriona, u 6bIT 0OBMHEH TOMIION 32 TO, YTO TAKUM
00pasoM ykasa Ha 3TO YyfieCHOE U JOCTOXBA/IbHOE 3HAMe-
Hue: [leBa poXkaeT 1 IeBCTBO He moBpexxpaeTcs. «Korpa sxe
Uncyc popuncs B Budneeme nypeiickom Bo gun naps Vipo-

fia, IpuIIn B Vlepycamum BOIXBBI ¢ BocToka 11 ropopAT: Iie
ponusumiica Llaps Wynetickmit?» (Md. 2:1-2). Maru — ato
HepCcUICKMIT HapOf], UCKYCHBIN B TpelcKa3aHUAX, 3aK/IMHa-
HJIAX Y HEKUX IPUPORHBIX IPOoTUBOAAMAX. KopMme Toro, oHu
3aHUMA/IICh HAOMIONEeHMAMY 32 HeOeCHBIMY SBJIECHMUSIMIL.
[TofoOHBIMY TIPECKA3aHMAMU 3aHUMAJICS, BO3MOXKHO, 1
Bamaam, mociaHHBI BamakoM [Ij1s1 TOro, 4T00OBI ¢ IIOMOIIBIO
KaKOT0-TO YapofeiicTBa MpokyAcTb Vispaub. B cBoeit dert-
BepToI1 IpuTde OH roBoput o locrope: «HemoBex BUAALINIL,
CABIIIALNI c/IoBa boxunm, uMmeronini BefeHne BeeBoilHero,
KOTOpDbIIT BUANT BUfieHMe OT bora Bo CHe; OTKPBITHI 0UH €TO.
Ykaxy Ero, HO eme He ceifyac, y6na>1<y Ero, no OH emie He
6m3ko. Bocxomnt 3Be3na or VMakoBa, u BoccTaeT YenoBek
ot Vspanna» (Yucn. 24:15-17). Ilostomy [BonmxBbI], BcrioM-
HUB [IpeBHee IPOPOYeCTBO, CTalu MCKaTb MecTo B Vynee
U TIpULLUIN Pa3ysHaThb, e popusmiica Lapp Mynmerickmit.
BosamoxxHO TaKke, 4to Omaropaps sBmeHuio locmoma co-
IPOTUBHBIE CUIBI OBUIM, HAKOHEL, OCTableHbl, ¥ BOJIXBBI,
NIOYyBCTBOBAB, YTO X CI/IA YIIPAa3AHEHA, IPUIUIA 3acCBUe-
Te/IbCTBOBATDb BeMuKyt Cumy Pogusiuerocs.

[TosTomy oHu Hamum MiajieHna n npuHecnu EmMy mapsl
Maru, 3TOT OTZja/IeHHbI OT bora 1 uy>xpblit 3aBeTaM Hapof,
HEPBBIMU YOCTOW/INCD NIPUITH IOKIOHUTBCS, IOTOMY YTO
CBUJIETENIbCTBA, [JAHHBIE Bparamu, 0ojee HOCTOVHBI HOBe-
pus. V160 ecnu ObI IepBBIMIM OK/IOHWINCD MYfIEN, TO CIUTA-
noch 6b1, uTO OHM TouTIH [[ocmofa) mo mpuyKHe PoACTBA
[c Hum]. Hbine e Te, KTO He M€/ Ha TO HUKAKMX OCHOBA-
Huit, moknonstorcs [EMy] kak bory, 4To6b! ocyguth comrne-
MEHHUKOB, paciasiux Toro, KoMy noxnonmmich nHore-
MeHHUKH. [TOCKO/IbKY JKe OHM 3aHMMA/IICDh HAaOTIofieHeM 3a
IBIDKEHVSIMYU HeOeCHBIX TeJl, OHM He HAIIPacHO CO3eplanu
3TO YAMBUTEIbHOE HeOeCHOe sIB/IeHNe — HOBYIO I HeOObIY-
HYIO 3Be3]1y, BOCLIEIIYIO BO BpeMsa poxaeHus [ocnopa.

/1 mycTh HMKTO He CBA3BIBAET BOCXOJ, 3TOJ 3BE3/bI € ACTPO-
JIOTMYeCKOlT IICeBIOHAYKOIL. V160 Te, KTO CBA3BIBAET POXKJie-
HIle [Je/oBeKa] ¢ M3HAYa/lIbHO CYLIECTBYIOLIMMMU 3Be3[aMI,
MIO/IATAIOT, YTO OIpefie/IeHHOE PACHONOXKeHUe 3Be3]l SABIS-
eTCsT TPUYMHON BCeX XM3HEHHBIX 00CTOSATENbCTB /IS KaXK-
noro [denoBeka)]. [To aToil mpuyMHe HY OffHA U3 YoKe CYlje-
CTBOBABIINX 3Be3]] He MOITIa 0003HAYNUTH ITO LIAPCTBEHHOE
PoxxpecTtBo. D10 6BUIAa HEOOBIYHASA 3Be3Ma. B camoM mere, Te
[3Be3pI], KOTOpBIE OBUIM COTBOPEHDI M3HAYANBHO, WU CO-
BEpILICHHO HENOABIDKHBL, WM HEIPeCTaHHO JABIDKYTCA. A
9Ta sABUBLIASCA [3Be3fa], KakeTcs, 00/1ajana OfHOBPeMEHHO
1M 00enMu 0COOEHHOCTAMM: OHA U IBUTA/Iach, M OCTa-
HAaB/IMBAsIach. VI 13 4nca yxe CylecTBOBABIINX [3Be3N] Te,
KOTOpbI€ 3aKPEeIIEHBI Ha OTHOM MECTe, HUKOI/}A He IBVDKYT-
¢4, a IJIAaHeThbl HUKOTZIA He IPEKPAIAI0T CBOETO JIBUKEHUA.
ITockonpKy ke aTa [3Be3fa] mMena ob6a CBOVICTBA: U [IBU-
JKeHIe, U TIOKOIA, ICHO, YTO OHAa He OTHOCUTCS K 9TUM JIBYM
[pasHOBMEHOCTAM 3Be3x).
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Korpma m30BITOK BO3fyXa, HAaXOJAILIETOCA OKONIO 3eM-
JIY, CKAIUIMBAETCA U MepeTeKaeT B 9MpHYI0 00/1acTh, ero
IJIOTHbIE U1 MyTHBIE CTION, VICIAPAACH OTCIOAQ, CTAHOBATCA
Kak OBl MaTepumeil /il OTHS U MPUHUMAIOT SIBHbI OOIMK
3Be3zbpl. Ho Ta [3Be3na], kKoTopas mosBMIach Ha BOCTOKE U
noOy/yIa BOIXBOB OTIIPAaBUThCS Ha Novicky Popusierocs,
BCKOpe JICYe3/a U3 BUAY M BTOPOJ pa3 IOABMIACH Y)Ke B
Uynee, xorpa BONXBbI IpeObIBany B HetoyMeHuu. VI3 ato-
ro [MOXHO Cie/IaTb BBIBOJ|, 4TO OHA CYLIA/ACh YbUX-TO
[puKasaHmii], CIyXmna KOMy-TO U HOSABUIACh Pafiyl KOTO-
T0. B camoM fiene, OHa «IpuUIITa M OCTAHOBMIACH HAJl TeM
MecToM, e 6bi1 Magener» (Ma. 2:9). IToatomy u Bonx-
BBI, <yBUJIEB €€, BO3PA/IOBA/IICh PAflOCTUIO BeCbMa BeJN-
Koro» (Md. 2:10). Bocripunmem e u Mbl B Cepfilia HaIn
3Ty BE/IUKYIO PafjoCThb. VIMEHHO 9Ty pafocTh 6/1aroBecTBy-
10T AHrenbl macTeipsaM (cm. JIk. 2:10). Mtak, mpuupamnre, mo-
KJIOHVMMCSI BMECTe C BOJIXBAMJI, BO3JIa/IIM C/IaBY BMeCTe C
IacTHIPAMM U OyIeM IMKoBaTh BMecTe ¢ AHrenmamu. «V/16o
HbIHe popmica BaM Cracutenb, Kotopolit ectb Xpucroc
Tocopp» (JIk. 2:11). «bor Tocmomp n saBuncsa Ham» (Ilc.
118:27), e B «Obpase Boxuem», 4To6bI He HMPUBECTM B
TpereT HeMOIIJHOe [UenoBeyecKoe eCTeCTBO], HO B «0Opase
paba» (Ounur. 2:6-7), 4T06b1 0CBOOOAUTD 3TO TTOPAOOIIIEH-
Hoe [ecTecTBO]. KTO ke Tak MejMTeNeH AYIION, KTO TaK
Heb/TarofiapeH, 4To0bl He BO3PagoBaThCs, He BO3MKOBATD
I He BO3BECENUTHCA U3-3a TUX COOBITUIT? DTO — 0OIuIT
IIPa3HMUK BCeJl TBApU, KOTOPBIN JApyeT MUPY TO, 9TO IIpe-
BOCXOZIUT MMP, ITOCBIIAaeT ApxaHrenoB K 3axapun n Ma-
puu, ABNAET AHTeNbCKMe NMMKM, Bockmmuaromue: «Crasa
B BBIIIHNUX Bory, 1 Ha 3eM/ie Mup, B 4eoBeliex 61aroBoie-
Hue» (JIk. 2:14).

JlaBaiite OymeM CTaBUTD TO, BO YTO yKe yBepoBamu. He
OyeM MPOSIB/IATD USJIMIIHEE THOOOMIBITCTBO K TOMY, O 4eM
CTlIefyeT MOMYaTh. VITaK, IpucoeayHIICh K TeM, KTO C pPajio-
crbio oxnpaer Tocropa ¢ Hebec. IIpencrasb cebe Myapbix
MACTHIPelt, TPOPOYECTBYIOIVX CBALIEHHNKOB, PAf[yIONINX-
¢ JKeHINMH, Korga laBpuun Haydmn Mapuio pajoBaThcA
(JIx. 1:28), xorpa [mmamener] VMoaHH B3bIrpan BO 4peBe
Emusaserst (JIk. 1:44). Auna [mpopouniia] 61aroBecTBoBa-
na (JIk. 2:38), Cumeon [boronpuumen] B3sn Ha pykn (JIk.
2:28) — Bce OHM B MasioM MiajieHIe IOKIOHSIUCh Bemu-
KoMy bory, He o6palijas BHUMaHMA Ha BUVIMOE, HO C/IABOC-
noBs Bemmune Ero boxectsa. V160 boxectBennas Cuia,
KaK CBeT CKBO3b IIPO3PAYHYI0 CPefy, BOCCUIA Yepes3 Yeno-
BeYeCKOe TeJIo, IPOCBeIast TeX, Y KOrO YMCTBI OYM CepAla,
B YICTTe KOTOPBIX XOPOIIIO ObI OKa3aThCs U HaM, OTKPBITBIM
nuom orpaxas Crasy [ocrofHio, 4T00bI 1 HaM TIpeobpa-
)KarbcA U3 casbl B cnaBy (2 Kop. 3:18) 6arogarsio u yero-
Bekono6meM focnoga Hamrero Vucyca Xpucra, Koropomy
CTaBa U fiep>kaBa BO BEKJ BEKOB.
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Konenen no3gpas

»Emo, A3 com c 6ac npe3 ecuuxu 0HU 00 c6vpuleKa Ha
ceéema» (Mar. 28:20).

Kos e Hali-Ba)kHaTa UCTHHA Ha cBeTa? BepoATHO mie
uMa MHoro otrosopu. Hue, mpaBocnaBHuTE
XpUCTUSHM, KaTO ce PpasMUCINM 3aTBI00YEHO,
CBIIIO Ce MMTaMe: KOS OT MICTMHITE Ha CBETa, C KOATO
YOBEIIKMAT PasyM MOKe [ia BIM3a B JOIND, € Hali-
Ba)kHaTa? 3agaBaliky BHIIPOCa B MOMEHTA Ha
NUCaHeTO Ha NMOCTaHNeTOo, HAaMUpaMe U OTTOBOPA,
KoiiTo e: Hajf-Ba)kHaTa MCTMHA Ha CBeTa €, 4e bor e ¢
HaC UM HIle He CMe CAaMOTHM Ha HamraTa mraHera. He-
110, KOETO MHOTO YeCTO IpueMaMme, 6e3 ma ce
3amMucnsame!
IIpencraBeTe cu 06ave, KAKBO MOXKe Aa O'bJe Halle-
TO IMOJIOKEHME, aKO Bor He e ¢ Hac 11 cMe caMIL.
ITomucere cu, KaKBO 1€ O'b/Ie HAIIETO CHCTOAHIIE,
aKo 0sXMe Ch3JaJeHN OT HAKAKBO 0e3pasmuIHo
CBHIIECTBO, KOETO HY € OCTAaBM/IO [ja Ce OIpaBsAMe
camu. JKuBorsT HU enBa mu O MMan cMUCHI! 3aToBa
OCHOBHOTO nocanue Ha IIpaBociaBHaTa HY BsIpa n
I'bPKBa e, 4e bor e ¢ Hac. VicTuna, KoATo e
npenckasana 3a Iocog Vucyc, npegu ome Toit ga
ce pomi: «V me My HapekaT umeto Emanyni, koetro
mie pede, ¢ Hac e bor» (Mar. 1:23). Bepxy Tasu oc-
HOBHA UCTNHA C€ra MOKEM J1a I‘pa,IH/IM BCUYKINTE CN
IOJIE3HN HaYMHAHUA B >KMBOTa. 3amoTo, MMa bor -
e uMa ¥ mpasaa. Vima Bor - e uMa 1 4oBemKn
Hanpenbk. VIma bor - me uma u cBo6opa. Vima Bor -
1Ie Ma 1 TI000B MEKAY YOBeLuTe.
Axo Hamaire bor, HUKoe OT Te3u Hellla HAMAIIIE a
6bae pparorpaiiHo. Taka de, Hal-BaKHOTO Hello 3a
BCNYKN BpeMeHa € ThbKMO TOBa o6emal-me Ha HOBI/IH
3aBert: «ET0, A3 CBM C Bac npe3 BCUYKU JHU IO
CBBpIIeKa Ha cBeTa» (Mart. 28:20), T.e. EManynn me
0bae BuHaru ¢ Hac. Toi1 e i1 e ObAe ¢ HaC BCAKA
MI/IHYTa. I[Ie HU npvmane BCNYKO, IIIOM T’I)PCI/IM uap-
crBoTO My 1 HeroBarta npaspa, oM N3IIbTHABaME
HeroBure M3uckBaHusA, JUCHUIIMHUPaMe cebe cu
N IIOCTOAHCTBAME B HCI‘OBMTC II'bTUIIA.
Xpucroc oTHOBO ce poru - fa o mpocnaBum! Xpu-
CTOC OTHOBO CIe3e OT HeGecara - fa [o mocpemnem!
IIa BapBame B Hero u B EBaHremmero; ga xxnseem c
yOexxmeHeTo, 4e BUHATY CMe Ipeq, G/Iarvis moriew,
Ha Popunus ce boromnagenen. lllom BbpmuM ToBa,
HYIe 1Ile peanmu3upaMe U BCUIKUTE CH
OIaroHaMepeHNs, KOeTo e a0COMIOTHA TapaHIs 32
eIVH 60royrogeH >KUBOT.
Yectuto PoxpectBo Xpucropo! Illlactnnsa HoBata
2018 romiHa!
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DIRECTIONS.. 10 the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park

2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine

Between MacArthur & Von Karman
Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto

MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.

From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn
right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
left side of street.




