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Below are extracts from a sermon delivered on the Feast of Our
Lord’s Nativity, ascribed to St. John Chrysostom. The opening is
a model of rhapsodic prose, a treasured style of past centuries.
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I behold a new and wondrous mystery. My ears re-
sound to the Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody, but
chanting full forth a heavenly hymn. The Angels sing. The
Archangels blend their voice in harmony. The Cherubim
hymn their joyful praise. The Seraphim exalt His glory.
All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead
here on earth, and man in heaven. He Who is above, now
for our redemption dwells here below; and he that was
lowly is by divine mercy raised.

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven: hearing from
the stars the singing of angelic voices, and in place of the
sun, enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of Justice.
And ask not how: for where God wills, the order of nature
yields. For He willed, He had the power, He descended,
He redeemed; all things move in obedience to God. This
day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He
was not. For When He was God, He became man; yet not
departing from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any
loss of divinity became He man, nor through increase be-
came He God from man; but being the Word He became
flesh, His nature, because of impassibility, remaining un-
changed...

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the
heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bringing
with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor
Dominations, nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, tread-
ing a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a
spotless womb.

Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them de-
prived of His care, nor because of His Incarnation has He
departed from the Godhead. And behold kings have
come, that they may adore the heavenly King of glory;
soldiers, that they might serve the Leader of the Hosts of
Heaven; women, that they might adore Him Who was
born of a woman so that He might change the pains of
childbirth into joy; virgins, to the Son of the Virgin, be-

holding with joy, that He Who is the Giver of milk, Who
has decreed that the fountains of the breast pour forth in
ready streams, receives from a Virgin Mother the food of
infancy; infants, that they may adore Him Who became a
little child, so that out of the mouth of infants and of

sucklings, He might perfect praise; children, to the
Child Who raised up martyrs through the rage of Herod;
men, to Him Who became man, that He might heal the
miseries of His servants; shepherds, to the Good Shep-
herd Who has laid down His life for His sheep; priests, to
Him Who has become a High Priest according to the or-
der of Melchisedech; servants, to Him Who took upon
Himself the form of a servant that He might bless our ser-
vitude with the reward of freedom; fishermen, to Him
Who from amongst fishermen chose catchers of men;
publicans, to Him Who from amongst them named a
chosen Evangelist; sinful women, to Him Who exposed
His Feet to the tears of the repentant; and that I may em-
brace them all together, all sinners have come, that they
may look upon the Lamb of God Who taketh away the
sins of the world.

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to
you? For this wonder fills me with astonishment. The An-
cient of Days has become an infant. He Who sits upon the
sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And
He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without com-
plexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of
men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now
bound by an infant’s bands. But he has decreed that igno-
miny shall become honor, infamy be clothed with glory,
and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness. For
this He assumed my body, that I might become capable of
His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His Spirit; and so
He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the
treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He
gives me His Spirit, that He may save me.
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Cnasa Ha sucunu boly, u Ha 3emmu mup, mehy wyguma godpa éoma

acTupe Koju 4yBaxy CTpaXy KOJ CTajia CBOTa

6oxxnhHe HOhu, o6acja HeHajjlaHa CBETIOCT U

OHI ce yIvtammure Bpno. Ho Ha maxxy Kpuman
monete UM Hebecku BecHUK, anheo Tocnopmu u peue
uMm: ,,He 6ojre ce, jep Ie, jaB/baM BaM Be/IUKY PajjoCT
koja he 6utu cBeMy Hapopy. Jep BaM ce JaHac popu
Cnac, xoju je Xpucroc Tocnop y rpapy Hasugosy. U
eTo BaM 3HaKa: Hahu here fiete moBuTO I7IE MEXN Y jac-
nama. V1 y jegaHIyT mocraje ¢ aHbheroM TMM MHOIITBO
anberna, kxoju sanesamre anbhencku crasonoj: CraBa Ha
BucuHu bory u Ha 3emspu Mup, meby pynuma gobpa
Bojpa.“ (JIyka 2, 8-14). Xonute, XonuTe, /byb6asHy, ga ce
Hay>KMBaMO Be/IJKe OBe PafoCTM KOjy HmacTMpuUMa U
BaclelioM cBeTy o6jaBu anbeo! Xomure ja u mu y cio-
31 ¢ aHDenMa 3aneBaMo IecMy CTaBOIIEBKY: C/laBa Ha
BucuHM bory m Ha 3emspu mup, meby pyguma gobpa
BOJ/ba. A KaKoO U Jla He 3aIleBaMO KaJi HaM CpIie y pajo-
CTM IUIMBA LITO ,,HUCMO BHUIIe POOOBM, HETO CHHOBU
(Tanar. 4,7) u feuna boxkja?! Kako a He 3ameBamo Kaf
cmaBuMoO cnmaBy boxmha, cimaBy mupa, jep ce ponyo
Cnac koju he nac nsmuputu ca Onem Hamum borom,
Kora rpecuma cBojum pacpaucmo. Ho anhenn ue me-
Bajy caMo c/1aBy bory Ha BUCHHMY, HETO KaKO YyCMO IIe-
Bajy 1 Ha 3eM/bu Mup u Meby /byanma 106py Bosby, jep
3Hajy na Cun boxju cumasehn ¢ Heb6a 1 pahajyhnm ce Ha
3eM/bJ JOHOCHU Ha 3eMJ/bY fIap U IIOK/IOH KOju je Kajap

(Jlyka 2,14)

3eMspy ycpehury, foHOCK /py0aB, /byOaB HEU3PELUBY,
paju Koje 3a HaC BO/BHO Ha KPCTy yMUpe; JbyOaB Koja
KaJ| IpoXXKMe Cplia Halra cTBapa Mely Hama Mup u 1o6-
Py BOJbY, ToBe3yjyhu Hac ,,Mel)y cobom Kao yze y jeHO
terno XpucroBo“ (1. Kop. 12, 27). O /py6asu, ToM Hebec-
KOM IIOKJIOHY, Koju cTBapa Mehy Hama Mup u go6py
BOJbY, Xohy fia Bam mporoBopuM jaHac. Beh y Crapom
3aBeTy Ha/Ia3MMO 3a1oBecT boxujy ,,/byon 6mmKmera
cBojera kao cebe camora“ (JleBur. 19, 18), 3amoBecT
KOja ce Kao U CBe IpyTe CTapo3aBeTHe MOpasia BPIINTH
U3 CTpaxa, jep je MUCAHO ,IPOKJIET fia je Koju He Ou
0CTao Ha pedyyMa OBOTa 3aKOHA 1 TBOpMO MX (5. Moj.
27, 26). Ho 3aKoH cTpaxa 3aMemeH je 3aKOHOM JbyOaB.
CracuTesb Halll U3 /byOaBy IpeMa HaMa paha ce eBo Ha
3eMJbU, U3 JbyOaBy IIPOJIMBA KPB CBOjY 3a HAC, aJIU U O]
HAc TPaXi, fia yIenajyhn ce Ha mweroBy /by6as, byou-
MO jefiaH apyrora. 4 ,HoBy BaM 3amoBecT fajem, ia Jby-
OuTe jemaH fpyrora, Kao LITO ja Bac JbyOUX, fa ce ¥ BU
pybute Mehy cob6om. Ilo Tom he cBu mosHatu fa cre
MOjM Y4eHMIIM aKo y3uMaTe /byb6aB Mehy cobom™ (JoB.
13, 34-35) — Tako ropopu Cnacutess. Uynu cre eto, Jby-
0asH, 1a HaM JbYOUTH jeflaH IpyTrora Basba I10 JKe/by U
3anoBecTy camora Criacurespa, a ja BaM 1o ¢B. IInmcmy
flofajeM, Jia ce Ijeo 3aKOH Halll, Iieo jeBaHberbe, 1jeo
CB. IIPABOC/IAaB/be Hallle Ha/la3y ¥ CaCcTOjU Y jefiHOj pe-
41 caMo, a TO je: /by6aB. [la HOTBPAVIM OBO IIO3VMBAM Ce
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Ha cB. anocrona IlaBma xoju roBopu. ,CaB ce 3aKOH
U3BpILIyje Yy jefHOj peur, TO jecT: byom OmmKrbera
cBojera kao ce6e” (Tamar. 5, 14) ,,Jby0aB He YMHM 371a
OmpKIeMy, Jakie je JbyOaB U3BplIemhe 3aKkoHa" (Pym.
13, 10). VI Ta /py6aB 3a KOjy caM pekao Ja je y b0j cBe
IIpaBOC/IaB/be, CBO XpUIINAaHCTBO Hallle, Ta ,/byOaB Ay-
ro TPpIM, MIJIOKPBHA je; bybaB He 3aBMU[M; OHA Ce He
Be/M4a, He HajiuMa ce. OHa He YMHM IITO HE Bajba, HE
TpaXK! CBOje, He CpAIM Ce He MUCIIN O 371y, He pafiyje ce
Hempasay, a papyje ce uctunu (1. Kop. 13, 4-7); kagpa
je makiIe a CTBOPM Ha 3eM/bM MMP a MeDy /byuma 106-
Py BObY, Kafipa je /ja HaC YUMHM IIPaBUM yYeHUIVIMA
Xpucrosum. II. TIo3HaTo BaM je /by6a3Hu 1 IIeMeHN-
Ta BohKa 1 I/IeMEeHNT IIOf JOHOCH,  TAKO BaM je MICTO
U ¢ 7by0aB/by XpuirhaHCKOM: I OHA JJOHOCH CBOj IUIOK,
moHocK fobpa menma. Ko mmane /pybaBu y cpiyy cBome
3a OmoKmbera cBora, Taj he My u fo6po YMHNUTH, a KO
fipyroMe us /by6aBu JOOPO YMHY Taj UCIyHaBa 3aKOH
boxju, xao mro Ham u cB. anocron Ilare mokasyje
KaJl Kaxke: ,KOju JbyOu mpyrora 3akoH ucryHu (Pum.
13, 8). Y HeKoM JIpyLITBY cennIo je Buie ocoba. Ty ce
HIOBeJie PasTOBOP O je[THOM HECPEeTHOM JOBEKY KOMe je
Ho)XKap YHMIITMO KYhy, XpaHy, cTaje, MapBy, jefHOM
pedr CBO MMame IeroBO, TaKO Ja W3 IoXKapa Huje
HMIITA M3HEO OCVIM T'OJIOT XXVBOTA CBOTA I CBOje Yerba-
nu. CBaKo ce U3 IpyLITBA TOT TPYAYO fla pednMa IoKa-
Ke LITO BUIIE CaKasema IpeMa Oefyt M HeBO/bJ TOT
HeCpeTHOT YoBeKa. Y APYIITBY ce Hahe u jemaH yoBek
KOjU HMje HU pedu IporoBopuo, hyrao je. CBu rpakHy-
Ille Ha bera, KaKo TO, 3ap TM HeMalll HY MajIo CaKa-
Jlera CIpaM Tora OeJHOT YOBeKa, 3ap TU HeMalll /by6a-
BU CrIpaM Onmvpkmera cBora — muraxy csu?! A oH ce
HOJVDKe, M3Baay hyTke HOBYApKy U3 Ijella CBOTa, I1a Ha
TpIe3sy MeTHy oBehy cBOTY HoBala roBopehn: eBo ja
OBONINKO JbyOUM Tor HecpehHor 6mpkmer csora. CBu
ce IocpaMulle, jep Cy YBUAEIN Ja Cy OHU CaMO je3N-
KOM O/IVDKEber Tora JbyOuIn, a off iefia He Oellle HU Tpa-
ra. A mpasaH roop 6e3 jiea JOKa3 je 4a HU JbyOaBU
HeMma. Kana cam untao oBaj gorabaj koju Bam caja /by-
0a3HN MCIIPUIIOBENAX, OHJA CaM Ce CeTUO OBUX peul
CB. aIlOCTOJA: ,aKO je3VKe YoBeunje U aHbencke roBo-
p¥M a /by0aBy HeMaM, OHJIa CaM Kao 3BOHO KOje 3BOHI,
vy npamnoparn koju 3seun (1. Kop. 13,1). [la 6u mormy-
HO CasHaIM JJaHAC CBY BEMMYMHY U JIETIOTY Jby0OaBU
xpuirhaHcke, u 1a 6u casHamu ja jby6aB xpuinhaHcka,
Y KOjOj je 3aKOH Halll cajp>KaH, HaJjMalllyje CBaKy Apy-
Iy BEPY U 3aKOH, I1a VI OHAj CTAapO3aBEeTHM Yy KOjeM je
6mna 3anosebhena /py6aB npema OMDKIBEM, alny U Mp-
XIba IIpeMa Hempujareby, HaBemhy BaM OBe pedun

Cnacurepa Hamter: ,Jynmm cTe fla je KasaHO: /byom
OmyKmbera cBojera, ¥ Mp3y Ha HellpujaTe/ba CBojera. A
ja BaM KaxkeM: JpyOuTe HelpujaTe/be CBoje, Omaro-
CIJbajTe OHe KOjI Bac KYHY, YMHUTe JOOpO OHMMA KOju
Ha Bac Mp3e 1 MoyuTe ce bory 3a oHe Koju Bac roHe; fja
OyzeTe CMHOBM OIla CBOjera Koju je Ha Hebecuma; jep
OH 3aII0Befla CBOMe CYHILY, Te obacjaBa 1 371e 1 gobpe,
U flaje DX NpaBefHMMA U HeNpaBeJHNMMA. Jep ako
JbybuTEe OHE KOju Bac /pybe, KaKoBy Iutaty umare? He
yyHe M TO U HapuHuuu? A ako bora HasuBaTe camo
cBOjoj 6pahu, mra oppumie unHNTe? He ynHe u Tako
u HezHabomy? byaure Bu fakiie caBpIIeHN Kao LITO
je caBpuieH orar Bau Hebecku“ (Marej 5, 43-48). 3a-
IIOBECT OBY CBOjy O /bybaB) 1 IpeMa HelpujaTe/buMa
noTBpauo je Criacuresb 1 npumepoM cojum. Henpuja-
terbu Eberosu Ta myue, 6ujy, u wsyjy, pyrajy My ce, mma
I'a n Ha KpcT npuKUBajy, a OH ce oo monu O11y CBO-
Me: ,Oue, opocTy 1M, jep He 3Haay wTa ynHe!“ (JIyka
23, 34). Ha Xpucra ce yrnenajy u cBu oHu Koju xohe fa
nocrojHo Hoce nme XpumhannHa. Cs. CredaHa He-
IpujaTe/byl >KMBa KaMemeM 3acuIIaxy, a OH Kjaede Ha
KOJIEHA 1 TIOMOJIN C€ 33 BUX: ,Jocmnoze, He MpUMM UM
oso 3arpex!“ (II. A. 7,60). A y XKuTujama CBeTUX YNTa-
MO 0BO: Hexn mpocujak, Kome ce 4MHUIO 1a MY je CB.
JoBan MunocTuBM Majso MUIOCTUIbE A0, TIOYHE I'a 3a
T0 rpauTu. CIIy>)KUTe/b) ce pacppie 1 XTefolle ra Tyhu,
amu um CBeTHTesb He Jjajie, Hero pede: ,,JIma Beh mes-
JleceT TOAVHA, KAaKo ja rpecrMa Mojuma Bpeham Brapgu-
Ky Xp1CTa, 3a IITO JJaK/Ie He OY U ja MOTao jeJaHIyT Of
ipyrora yBpeny mpeTpuutu‘. 3a TUM ce OKpeHe OHOM
He6TarogapHoOM IPOCjaKy M IPY>KU My Kecy ¢ HOBIU-
Ma, /1a U3BaJy U3 e KOINKO MY je Bo/ba. Kajja cam Bac,
7by6asHM, OBAKO MOY4MO O /bybaBy xpuirhaHckoj Koja
cTBapa Ha 3em/bu Mup u Meby /pymuma no6py Bosby,
H03MBaM Bac caja ja y Mucnmma 3abere y oHe Harre
xpuirhaHcke 1 cpIicKe Kyhe y KojuMa 110 BuIle 4IaHO-
Ba XXVBH, I1a heTe y MHOTMMa OJ BMX MeCTO XpUCTOBE
;py6aBu 6M/BKyY off oMpase Hahy, MecTo XpucToBa Mn-
pa ceaby u map6y 6e3 kpaja u KoHIla a MecTo jobpe
BOJbE 37I0BO/bY 1 371ypafocT. Ho na He 6ux y3HeMupno
OBaj CBeTU NPasHNK MMpa U bybaBu Hehy o ToMe HU
HIOBUIIE HY TOY>Ke Ja TOBOPUM, Hero hy camo f1a ys-
BUKHeM cBuMa TakoBuMa: Mup boxwnjn, Xpucroc ce
pomu! AMuH.

Ceewitienux Bnagumup Munyiiunosuh, cpi. iipas.
GYX0BHUK Y KP. 3eM. KasHuoHnu y Muitiposuyu u3sop:
IIpoiiosegnuxos senau, 1909. i, Cpiicka maHacimiupcka
winamiapuja Cpemcku Kapnosyu
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Y Boromnageniy Xpucry, /pyobena 6paho u cectpe,
Yecturam Bam [Ipasuuk Pobhewa [ocnona Harera
Vcyca Xpucra, cBepafilocHUM 60>xnhHUM
HO3[]paBOM:

Mup boxuju! Xpucroc ce pogn!
puya o pohemwy Iocniopa Hamrera Vcyca Xpucra ro-
I I BOpM HaM O 4yjecHMM IyTeBuma boxujum. bor
lieflyje Ha HauMHe Koje He 04eKyjeMo yBeK. fberosu
HauMHU U IyTeBU Cy 3alUCTa 4ypecHu. BexoBuma crapu
V3spanmiy cy mirgexsanu Mecwjy. ITpopory, moce6Ho mpo-
pok Vicamja u JepeMuja mosuBam Cy Hapof Jja ce IIpuUIIpe-
Me 3a Mecnujy n 6yny cipemMHu 3a aena boxuja. buxosa
IIpOpOLITBA Cy O1Ia jacHe MHAVKIIMje O JomacKy Mecuje.

»A Kaj nobe mynoha spemena“ (Tan. 4:4) Mecwuja ce Huje
[0jaBMO Ka0 MOOETHNMYKY Xepoj y 37aTHUM Kouujama
nomMnesHo u y packomm. Huje 610 06ydeH y cKynoijeHo
ogneno. Huje ce mojaBuo y rmaBaoM rpapy. Huje ra gouexa-
J1a Maca Jpyau ca 1sehem.

Kapa je Mecnmja monrao, mojaBuo ce, Hajipe, Ka0 HOBO-
pobeno pmete. Poxno ce of [ljeBe Mapuje 6e3rpemrsHum 3a-
gyehem. [lorabaj ce gecro y MasioM ckpoMHOM MecTy Butie-
jemy. CMecTnu Cy ray jacie rje Cy IacTUpy Ip>Kasu XKu-
BOTIbE, jep je TOCTMOHNIIA 611a IyHa. TaMo y jenHOCTaB-
HIUM, CKPOMHMM YCTIOBUMa, ,,JIOroc mocraje Tujeno u Ha-
cranu ce Mehy HaMma, ...1TyH 6/1arogaty u uctuHe. (JH. 1:14)
OBo je uynecan HaunH boxjer oTkpuBemal

Kpos npnuy o boxxuhy, [ocrion bor Ham oTKpuBa fa me-
JIyje Ha Ha4MHe Koje He odeKyjeMo. Hemoryhe je ma pasy-
MeMo cBemoryha boxxija enoBama HalllM OrpaHNYeHNM
pasymom. CBerorpojuunn bor je MHOro Behu op Haer
OrpaHMYEHOT CXBaTalba U pasymeBama fbera, a ucrospe-
MEHO OTKpMBa HaM ce Kpo3 oartohemwe ppyror JIuma
ITpecBere Tpojune. bor 3ancra menyje Ha TajaHCTBEH U
JygecaH Ha4MH Jia Hac npucajenyay kK Cebu 1 jbyzie jenHe
C IpyruMa y /by6aBu.

Yuamnpen Bam xBaia u [ocmop Heka Bac 671aroc/ioBu 1
Harpajy 3a CBy Ballly /by0aB 1 JOIIPMHOC KOj/ YMHUTE Ha-
moj upksu nocsehenoj Pohemwy IIpecsere boropoauue.

JKenum e6am cpehan u dnaiocnosen boxcuh
u Hoey 2020. ioguny!

C py6aBmy, y boromnagenny Xpucry,
O. bnauko ITapaknnc

Beloved in the Godchild Christ
brothers and sisters,
I wish you a most blessed feast of
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
and I greet you with the most joyous greeting:

Peace of God! Christ is Born!
he story of Christ’s birth speaks to us about
the mysterious ways of God. The Triune God

Tacts in ways that we do not always expect!
His ways are truly wonderfilled. For centuries, the
Ancient Israelites had expected the Messiah. The
prophets, especially Isaiah and Jeremiah, called the
people to readiness and openness to God’s actions.
Their message provided the people with indica-
tions about the coming Messiah.

Yet, when ‘the fullness of time had come’ (Gal.
4:4), the Messiah did not arrive as a conquering
hero in a golden chariot with pomp and splendor.
He was not robed in expensive clothing. He did not
appear in the capital city. Throngs of adoring fol-
lowers did not accompany him.

When the Messiah finally arrived, he came first
as a baby. He was born to a young girl Virgin Mary.
The event occurred in the simple village of Bethle-
hem. He was sheltered in a place reserved for ani-
mals because the inn was full. There, in such simple
circumstances, “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth...” (Jn.1: 14). This
is the mysterious way of God’s revelation!

Through the Christmas story, Our Lord reveals
that God acts in ways that we do not always expect.
We cannot shape the mighty acts of God to our
limited understanding. The Triune God is greater
than our limited perceptions of Him, yet He reveals
Himself through the incarnation of the Second per-
son of The Holy Trinity God-man Jesus Christ. He

acts in mysterious and wondrous ways to draw us
to Him and to one another in love.

I wish you a most blessed Christmas
and Happy New 2020 Year!

With love in Christ,
Fr. Blasko Paraklis
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Boxcuhto tiucmo

1JIO je TO mpuje map roguna. CBu Cy ce cripeMa-
M fja modekajy boxuh, mpumpemanm jenky u
HIOK/IOHE. A ja cam 6110 ycam/beH Y TyHoj 3emsbu:
HI TIOPOANILIE, HU [APyTa — U MEHM Ce YMHUIO Jja caM
OCTaBJ/beH 1 3a060paBjbeH off cBUX 7byu. OKoro je 61-
/1a TIpasHMHA U HUje 010 /by6aBu: Jameku rpaj, Tyhu
TbYIy, OUBPC/Ia cpua. V eTo, y 9aMOTUIbM M MaTOYIII-
HOCTH, CjeTUX C€ XpIle CTapyX Mucama Koje caM YCIIO
cadyBaTy YIIPKOC MCKYIIEHMMa HAIUMX [[PHUX JIaHa.
TloxBaTno caM je u3 kodepa 1 Hamao To mcmo. To
je 6uIo mMcMo Moje MOKOjHe MajKe, HANVICAHO Ipuje
mBasiecet cejaM rogmHa. Kaksa cpeha mro cam ce cje-
ti0 Tor mucMa! Ilpenpuyary ra Huje Moryhe u 3aTo ra
y LIjeZIOCTH HaBOJAUM: ,,[Iparo moje nujere, Hu-
Komuie. Ty ce MeHN »Kamui Ha camohy, a
Kaj| 61 caMo 3HA0 KaKo
j€ MeHU TY>KHO 1 60JTHO CTyLIaTn
TBOje pujedn. Ja 61X ca TAKBOM pa-
pourhy pouura Tebu u ybujemyia

6uty cam. Tu 3Ham fia je He Mory
OCTaBUTH OLja, OH MHOTO IIaTH, U

MoOja My Hera Moxe OUTM IIO-

TpeOHa CBake MMHYTe. A TH CBa-

KaKo Tpeballl cIpeMaTy UCINUTeE U
3aBpuIaBaTy yHuUBepsuter. Hero,

71aj fa ja TeOM KadkeM 3allTO ja HUKafa

He ocjeham ycam/beHOCT. ,,Bupnii, qoBjex
jé ycaM/beH caMO Tafia KaJla OH HMKOTa He BO-

mu. To je 3aro mTO je /byOaB MONYT HUTU KOje HAC
Be3yjy ca BO/beHUM 4YOBjeKoM. Tako My 1 OykeT TBO-
puMmo.

Jbyau — TO Cy 1|BjeTOBH, a I|BjeTOBM Yy OyKeTy He
Mory 6utu ycamsbeHn. V ako ce IiBUjeT caMo paciiBje-
Ta ¥ IOYHE MUPUCATY, bera 6amroBaH ybepe u goza
y 6yker. ,Tako je n ca Hama, /byguMa. Ko Bomu, lmeroBo
Cplie I|BjeTa ¥ MMpMUIIE; ¥ OH IIOKJIama CBOjy /bybaB

Bomeinu

ve o s ca,w ne vowens — WO HUj€ T1O71A

cpehe, neio
uujena

cpeha

UCTO TAKO, Kao IITO I[BUjeT IOKJIama CBOj MUPUC.
AIn, OH Tafla HUje YCaMJ/beH, 3aTO ILTO je IEeroBO Cplie
KOJ OHOTa KOTa OH BOJIV: OH O HbeMy MIC/IN, OpuHe ce
0 HbEMY, pajiyje ce IeroBUM pajoCTMMa ¥ HaTu ca
)M y BberoBuM narmama. OH 1 HeMa BpeMeHa f1a o1
ce ocjehao ycam/beHUM, HUTU PAa3MUIIBAO O TOMeE Jia
N je ycaM/beH WM He. Y by6aBu 4oBjek 3abopaBiba
Ha ce6e; OH XKUBMU Ca IPYyIMMa, OH XXVBM Y APYTUMA, a
TO U jecte cpeha. ,,Ja Beh BuaMM TBOje ynuTHe I1aBe
ouy u Beh dyjeM TBOje TMXO IIPOTUB/bEHE — Jid je TO
camo nona cpehe, jep nujena cpeha Huje camo y Tom fja
BOJIVII, HETO y ToMe fia u Tebe Boje. E, Ty je maneHa
TajHa, Kojy hy Tu ja Ha yB1e pehu: ko 3ancTa Bomy, Taj
He 3alnTKyje U He cuTHu4apu. He cmuje ce
CTa/IHO Npe6pojaBaTH 1 3aMUTKUBATI: A
mra he MeHu JoHUjeT Moja /pybaB?
Yeka 1 MeHe y3ajamHOCT? Mox/a

ja BO/IMM BMIIIE HETO ITO MEHE BO-
ne? Jla nu yomnure Bpujefn aBa-
T TONMUKO Jby6aBu?...CBe je TO
TIIOTPEIIHO U1 HEIOTPeOHO; CBe TO
3Ha4M Ja J/bybaBU jOII HeMa Ty
(jomr ce HUje poxgwa) wn je Beh
Ty Hema (ymprna je). To ompesHo
npeMjepaBambe U U3MjepaBambe
IpeKNpa XKMBY CTPYjy /byOaBU Koja

Tede M3 CpLA M 3ampkasa je. JoBjek

KOju Mjepka 1 Bara — He Bomu. Onpa ce

OKO mera ¢popMupa IpasHyHa, HEOCETHYTa U
HesarpujaHa 3palyiMa HbEroBor Cpla, U IPYTH JbYAU
To Tafia ocjehajy. Oum ocjehajy fa je okorno mwera npas-
HO 1 XJIAIHO ¥ KPYTO, okpehy ce o mera 1 He 4ekajy
HIKAKBY TOIUIMHY C IberoBe cTpaHe. To mera jol Bu-
1Ie XJTaJiyi, ¥ €TO — OH Cjeil MOTITYHO CaM CaMIjarT, 3a-
obuben n Hecpehasn... ,He, gparu moj, byb6as Tpeba
CTa/IHO Jla CTPYju C11oOOMHO U3 Cplia, 1 He Tpeba ce
OpuHyTH O y3ajamHOCTH. Tpeba myze pasbyhusaru
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CBOjOM /by0aBJby, Tpeba MX BO/BETU U BO/bEEHEM UX
IpusuBaTU jja Boje. Bobetn — TO Huje mona cpehe,
Hero nujena cpeha. Camo TO mpusHaj U OKomo Tebe
noyehe fa ce menrasajy uyna. Ilpenaj ce crpyju cBora
cpua, ocmobony CBOjy /by0aB, IyCTU [a HeHU 3paiu
cBujeTne U rpujy Ha cBe ctpaHe. OHpa hem yckopo
OCjeTUTM KaKO Ka TeOU TeKy ca CBUX CTpaHa IOBPaTHEe
’py6aBu. 3amro? 3aro WITO TBOja [JUPEKTHA,
HeHaMjepHa 00pOTa, TBOja HENIPeKnJ-
Ha 1 6e3yC/IOBHA /by0aB HEBUI/BIBO
u3asyuBa y JbyAuMa HOOPOTy M
’by6aB. ,,J1 oA TH ocjeTH TO
IIOBPATHO CTpyjambe He Kao
‘yHy cpehy’, koja T je 61-
na moTpebHa, HErO Kao He-
3aCITy>KEHO 3eMaJbCKO
0/1a>XeHCTBO, y KojeM he
TBOje Cplie LIBjeTaTy U pa-
JoBaTyu ce. ,Huxkomnuie,
nujete mMoje!

Pasmucnu o Tome u cje-
TI C€ MOjUX pUjedy YiM Ce
OIIET OCjeTUII YCAaM/bEHNM.
IToce6HO Tanma, Kaga MeHe BH-
me He Oyge Ha 3empu. VI Oymn
CIIOKOjaH 1 0/1IarOMICIIeH, 3aTO IITO

je bor — Ham 6amToBaH, a Hama cpua — 1ujehe y Ibe-
TOBOM BpPTY. M1 Te 060je IeXXHO TP/IMMO, ¥ TBOj TaTa
u ja. TBoja mama.“ XBana T, mama! XBasa i 3a Jby-
0aB 1 3a yTjexy. 3Hall, ja yBMjeK 3aBpIIaBaM YUTAme
TBOT IIMICMA ca Cy3aMa y ounMa. V Tafja: Tex mTO caM
3aBpIINO Ca YMTameM IUCMa, Iodeno je boxmhuo
cseHohHo 6xenuje! O, He3acTy)keHO 3eMa/bCKO Oa-
JKEHCTBO!
VIBAH A. Vpun Boxnhno mmcmo
IIpeyseto m3 xmure: Vpan A.
Wnbinn, Iloromee ceppue, Moc-
KBa, 2017, CTp. 258- 262 [IpeBop
ca pyckor: ip [Iparana Ilas-
noBuh, JbeKap 1 HOCTAUIIIO-
man; CaHKTIeTepOypIIKOT
p>KaBHOT MHCTUTYTA
[TpupebuBau:  Anexcan-
nap Byjosuh, mpodecop
Lletumcke 60rocnosuje un
ypenuauk Karuxercko- 06-
pasoBHor porpama Pamno
Cserurope

Tpeb6a myne pasdybusarn
5 cBojoM by6aBmby, Tpeba ux
BOJ/bETY U BO/bEIbEM X IPU3MBA-

TH Ja BOTIe.

CHRISTMAS GIFT

NAME / IN NAME OF:

ADDRESS:

CITY / STATE:

Christmas Donation $

Make your check payable to: Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Church
Please Mail to: 2148 Michelson Drive, Irvine, CA 92612

THANK YOU!
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THE RIVER JORDAN

Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko

siah is baptized, it is revealed as the river which bounds the “promised land.” To cross the Jordan, for the

people of Israel, was to enter into the fulfillment of the Lord’s promises. It was to enter into the “land flow-
ing with milk and honey,” the place where God would dwell with His people providing them with the endless
blessings of His presence.

In the New Testament, with its spiritual and mystical fulfillment of the Old, to cross the Jordan was to enter
into the Kingdom of God, to experience the fulness of the life of the age to come. The fact that Moses was not
blessed to cross the Jordan thus became a symbol of the fact that the Law by itself could not save Israel or the
world. It had to be Joshua, winch literally means Savior, and is the Hebrew form of the Greek word Jesus, who
leads the people across the Jordan and into the promised land, thus symbolizing the saving action of the new
Joshua, Jesus the messianic Savior, in the covenant of grace. After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the
Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land which I am giving to them, to the people of Israel” (Josh 1:1-2)

When Joshua came to the Jordan the streams parted at the presence of God’s People, with the priests bearing
in their hands the Ark of the Covenant. As the waters of the sea parted to allow God’s people to pass through as
if on dry land at their exodus from Egypt, so also at the entry into the land of promise the river Jordan made way
for God’s people to pass through into the place of their final destination. Behold the ark of the covenant of the
Lord of all the earth is to pass over before you into the Jordan. Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of
Isarel, from each tribe a man. And when the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord
of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be stopped from flowing, and
the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” (Josh 3:11-13)

The Lord also commanded Joshua to take twelve stones out of the river Jordan and to place them together in
one place in a pile where the people had passed through, to remain “to the people of Isarel a memorial forever” of
the what the Lord had done for them. And the men of israel did as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones
out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, as the Lord told
Joshua, and they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged, and laid them down there. And
Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of
the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. For the priests who bore the ark stood in the midst of the
Jordan, until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that
Moses had commanded Joshua. (Josh 4:8-10) After the people passed through the Jordan river, “the waters of the
Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before.” (Josh 4:18)

This miraculous wonder became part of the living memory of Israel, and the event was celebrated in the wor-
ship of God’s people ever since. The psalms which recall this divine action are sung at the Church’s festival of the
Epiphany as prefigurations of God’s final act of the salvation of all people in the death and resurrection of His
Anointed, the Beloved Son who was baptized in the same Jordan streams... Can we not be washed in just any
river and be clean? God’s answer is, No. Only in the Jordan, in the baptism of Christ, are we cleansed from all of
our sins. Only through the Jordan do we enter into the land of the living, the promised land of God’s kingdom.
Only by the sanctified waters of the Jordan does God sanctify us forever. The Winter Pascha.

r I Vhe river Jordan plays a very important role in the Bible. Before it becomes the river in which Jesus the Mes-
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THE SACRAMENT OF
CONFESSION QUESTION:

Protopriest Valerian Krechetov

hen a person comes to confession, sometimes the

question arises: What kind of things specifically

should a person confess? Our conscience doesn’t seem
to bother us, doesn’t accuse us of anything; we didn't kill anyone,
didn’t rob anyone. ANSWER: Yes, the conscience accuses a person
first of the serious sins. But if the conscience doesn’t say anything,
often that is because the conscience has opened its mouth before,
but the person stopped it up. The holy fathers say that if a person
goes from sunlight into a dark room, he begins first to see big ob-
jects, then smaller; if he lights a light, then he begins to see every-
thing. In the same way, a person who begins to keep track of his
inner life at first sees only the big sins, then the smaller. Then grace
gives him light so that he can see his own sins, for this is what we
ask God during Great Lent through the prayer of Saint Ephrem
the Syrian. Specifically of what sins one should repent is a ques-
tion of time. At first a person doesn’t understand or notice very
much. But during the sacrament itself, grace, the spirit of God,
begins to open up a person’s ability to see his sins. And the person,

perhaps not even realizing specifically how he has sinned, all the
same feels his sinfulness. Although the confession of sins includes the idea of comprehension; there is also a state
of feeling when a person realizes simply that he is sinful in comparison to holiness; and this also is the action of
grace. For example. My father drifted away from the Church. His mother, my grandmother, asked him during
Lent if he wouldn’t go to Church and receive Holy Communion. She said, “If you do, I'll bow down at your feet.”
“Oh Mama, you don’t have to do that, I'll just go,” he answered, and went to the Church. He got in line for confes-
sion and had not a single thought about repentance; he just stood there and looked at the pretty girls. When his
turn came, he knelt down, and to the priest’s question, “Well, young man, what do you want to say?” my papa
answered, “I don't have anything to say.” “And why did you come?” “My mama asked me to.” The priest was silent
for a little while, and then answered, “That’s very good, that you listened to your mama.” He covered my father
with his epitrachelion (stole) and began to read the prayer of forgiveness. “What happened to me next, I don't
understand to this day;” my father told me later. “I began to sob; tears came out of my eyes as if from a faucet.
And when I got up and returned to my place in the church, I didn’t look at anyone, anyone at all. The world had
become completely different for me.” From that time on, my father began to go to Church.
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THE LENTEN SPRING

Fr. Thomas Hopko

he lenten spring shines forth, the flower of repentance! Let us cleanse ourselves from all evil, crying out to

the Giver of Light: “Glory to You, O Lover of man!” (Cheesefare Wednesday) The Church welcomes the

lenten spring with a spirit of exultation. She greets the time of repentance with the expectancy and enthu-

siasm of a child entering into a new and exciting experience. The tone of the church services is one of brightness
and light. The words are a clarion call to a spiritual contest, the invitation to a spiritual adventure, the summons
to a spiritual feat. There is nothing gloomy here, nothing dark or remorseful, masochistic or morbid, anxious or
hysterical, pietistic or sentimental. The lenten spirit in the Church is one of splendor and delight. It breathes with
the exhilaration of those girding up to “fight the good fight” for the One who loves them and has given Himself to
them for the sake of their salvation. The grace of abstinence has shone forth, banishing the darkness of demons.
The power of the Fast disciplines our minds. Lent brings the cure to our crippling worldliness. Daniel and the chil-
dren in Babylon were strengthened by fasting; one stopped the mouths of lions, while the others extinguished the
flames of the furnace. As You saved them, save us also, O Christ our God, for You are the Lover of man. (Cheese-
fare Thursday matins) How sad that people misunderstand the significance of the lenten spring. How distressing
that so many take this time “given by our God, the crucified Christ” as a season for sentimental devotions, anxious
introspections and pietistic pseudosufferings “together with Jesus” And how depressing that others naturalize
and rationalize the time with tepid explanations about the psychosomatic benefits of abstinence with arguments
drawn from one or another therapeutic theory. And how totally tragic that still others reject the whole affair, often
with good reason because of its distortion, as a barbarous hangover from the dark ages to be radically rejected in
these liberated and enlightened modern times. The lenten spring is welcomed by Christians in the Church not as
the time for self-inflicted agony or selfimproving therapy. It is greeted as the sanctified season consecrated to the
correction, purification, and enlightenment of the total person through the fulfillment of the commandments of
the crucified God. It is received as the time for battling with evil spirits and blossoming with the fruit of the Holy
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Gal 5:22). It is accepted
as “the great and saving forty days” set apart for complete and total dedication to the things of God. It is the “tithe
of the year” which tells us that all times and seasons belong to the Lord who has created and redeemed the world.
(The Lenten Spring, SVS Press)
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Binaguka Aranacuje Jesruh:

pPKBa je HemoOjeaTnBa 1 OHa
cabupa He pasjenumyije!

IberoBo BricokonpeocBemMTEHCTBO APXMENNCKON IeTHHCKI, MUTPOIOINT IIPHOTOPCKO-NIPIMMOPCKI
r. Ampunoxuje u Ilpeocsehena rocnmoga Enuckonu 6ymumpancko-HUKINhKN JoaHNKMje, MienieB-
CKI ATaHacHje, 3aXyMCKO-Xepueropaykn [JMMuTpuje ¥ yMUPOB/beHN 3aXyMCKO-XepIleroBauKy ATaHa-
cHje, CTY>KWIN Cy 29. AenieMOpa 2019. ropuHe, y Hemjerby CBeTux mpaorana, ca CBeIITEHCTBOM CBETY

apxujepejcky JIutyprujy y Cabopaom xpamy Xpuc-

ToBOr Backpcemwa y Ilogropmum ys MOIMTBEHO ]

ydemrhe MHOro6pojHOT BjepHOT Hapopa.

nmuryprujckoj 6ecjeny IIpeocsehenn Brmamyka
yMUPOB/beHU ATaHacuje je Kasao Ja CMO MU
boxja mjena jenne Cete CabopHe AmocTosncke
IlpkBe 1 fa je cabOpPHOCT KapaKTep IIpaBOC/IaB/ba —
XpucToB KapakTep Te fa 3aTo uMamo Cabop anmocTona:

»Kaj rog ce okynumo Ha CBeToj TUTYypruju, a OHa
je Heb6eckn cabop Ha 3em/bu, peaBepje Heba, move-
TaK BjeuHora HenponasHora Illapcrsa boxujera, mu
KCIOBjegaMo Ty cBojy mpunagHoct Ca6opHoj Ba-
celbeHCKOj XpuctoBoj He6o3emHoj IlpkBu. Cabop
Cperux orama, CBernx mMydeHuka, CBeTHX MCIIO-
BjefHMKa u npasBegHnka To je IlpkBa Xpucrosa,
tnjeno Iberoso, msmmBena mpy6aB bora Oma mu
3ajegHuia Jlyxa Ceerora. 3aTo fa ce pagyjemMo fona-
3ehn y xpamoBe kao Mjecta okymbama Tora Cabopa
Hellpo3/1a3Hora.

[Toncjetno je Bmaguka ma cy cBeTy XpuirhaHcku
B/Iajapu noves off japa KoHcTaHTNHA, KOju je 3aycra-
BIO Tomeme LIpkBe o 6e300)KHIX PUMCKUX BIIACTH,
rpagun xpamose. [lap Koncarantus ocnosao je Ho-
BM Jepycanum, 1 Ifije O je MIIA0 OCHUBAO je LIPKBe: Off
[apurpapga no cBora popHora Huma u gampe 1o kpaja
Bace/beHe. [Topen MHOroOpojHUX IjpKkaBa y borowm cra-
caBaHOj Emapxuju 3axyMcKo-XepLeropadykoj carpajmo
je HeKo/MMKo xpamosa: Isppoul, IlaBnoB ManacTup u
MHoOTe fipyre IpkBe. VIcTakao je ga cy Taj KOHCTaHTU-
MOJbCKU JyX C/IMjefle/IN lbeTOBY HacleHULM, BlIajlapy,
jepapcu, Cetn oy, Tako je Ceetn CaBa Ha Cabopy 'y
JKuum o CnacoBpiany 1220. ropnse, pekao: Ony Ham
ocTaBule 1 eBo ja yhox y To Hacnujebe.

»V/l TaKo je OCHUBAO U OH I[PKBe U eNNCKOomIuje.
Hamra ox Cetor CaBe 0CHOBaHa eNUCKOMNMja je 61-
na y Crony Ha Ile/benny*, kasao je Blajuka 1 1ogao
ma ce oa Emapxuja nporesana ceom gonuaoM Heper-
Be 1o MmtenieBe, Kao U fa je u gaHammba Llpaa opa
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npuIajana ooj Emapxmju cBe oK CBEITEHOMYYEHUK
TaBpuno Pajuh Huje Cetora Bacuimja xoju je Beh 12
roguHa cronoBao y CroHy, mocnuje y Tsppmomry,
MPEMjeCTIO Y UCTOYHN IVIO Te elapxuje y JaHAIILN
Huxmuh, onpgammy, Takobhe, Xepuerosnny. Onpa cy
CTBOpEHE U JpyTe enapxuje.

»CBeTn CaBa je cTBOpMO 3eTCKy elapXxmjy Ha
IIpesnanm u Tako pemoM cBe 5o Paca u gpyrux kpaje-
Ba, I7je )KMBY CPIICKK 11 TPaBOCIaBHN Hapog,. [Janac
CMO MM Ha TOM caGopy U OBfije je HAII ¥ Balll apXu-
nacTup. MUTpONONIUT KOjI je MO BjeKOBHOMe IIpe-
mamy ersapx Ilehkora TpoHa, ITO 3HAYM MCHOCTaBa
Ilehkor Tpona. Hacimjehe je nmro gupekTHo u Mu
cmo pgaHac y CpetocaBckoj Ilehkoj marpujapmmjn.
To je amoctroncka IlpkBa, amocroncka IlaTrpujap-
muja. VI xpamMoBe Koje OAIKeMO 1 Koje Cy Iofu3a-
mn Hamm npenu, Ceern Ilerap, CBetu Bacumije,
Csetu Ilerap Xepuerosauku, ¥ pefjoM HOBOMYYe-
HuLM, cBu cy xpamoBu boxuju, He6o na semmpn.

Kao mro je Tocnop pekao: ,MHore cy o6uremsu y
momy Ona Mora“, Tako ¢y MHOre OOUTe/bY IO OBOj
3eM/bM Kao casBexxha 3Be3fja, TaKO Cy XpaMOBY HaIlli
MjecTa boxjera cmaBbema pagy clacema Halllera,
Oecjenmo je Bmaayka Atanacuje 6marocunpajyhm cabpa-
He KOjy ce OKYIUBajy, cabupajy oko cBoje I]pkse:

»lIpkBa cabupa He pasjegumyje! Hapounro mu je
MWIO HITO OBOJMTE [ijely, yYnTe UX fAa cy cabopHa
6uha 1 5a ce okympamo Ha cabop ca ceuma CBeTuma.
Kaxy u HoBu CBetu onm: IpkBa je cabop ca cBuma
Caeruma. ITounme of Tora MITO ZP>KIMO y CPILY, YMY,
Bjepu CBOj0j, lbyOaBM ¥ HaIM CBOjOj, cabop ca cBUMa
Csernma. Heka je oBaj an 67arocmoBeH, JaH BacKp-
cema Xpucropora y Xpamy Backpcewa. Mu cmo Ha-
pox BacKpcema.

[Topyuyjyhm pa je Bor jaun ox cBMX, yMUpOB/bEeHN
BIaJyIKa 3aXyMCKO-XepIIerOBauKy ATaHacuje je Imoc-
Bjefouno fa kajga npuby hmsory Cseror Bacmmmja
ocobe nocegHyTe haBonom, hasomn gpxre mpen borom
JKVIBUM VI FbeTOBVIM YTORHUIMIMA, jep je bor jaum ox ha-
BOJIa U yBUjek mobjehyije:

»Xpabpure ce, BjepyjTe, HeKa He racHe Bjepa Ba-
1Ia, ¥ MUP Balll y AyIIN, MUP KOjUM O3 paB/bajy U
BIIaIMKa M CBelITeHUK: Mup cBuMa, 1 oiroBapa Ino-
6oxHn Hapon: VI myxy TBOMe, Te61, TBOME AyXY, Ta-
kxohe mup. To je jeman uctu [Iyx CBeTu Koju mpoxu-
ma tujeno Ilpkee m cBe Hac. [Jlyxom CeeTum cMo
Kpurtenu, Ibume cMo muponomasann, [Jyxom Cse-
UM 6Omarocnoseny, [Iyxom Cperum ce JIurypruja
OoCTBapyje, He HammM cuiama Hero [Jyxom Cserte

Tpojune, Tpehe muue Csete Tpojuie, anmu paBHO
Oy u Cuny.“

Jlasbe je BIajKa MCTaKao Ja CMO CBU IIO3BAaHM Ha
He6ecku cabop na 6ynemo cabopuuiy Ceere Tpojuie
jep LlpkBa je cabop u cabupa:

»10 je TectameHT, Hacnujehe og CBeTux napesa,
ox Ceerux apxujepeja“, kasao je Emuckon Aranacuje
u objacano fa je Ceru Bacunuje, kafia je 6marocio-
BoM [Tarpujapxa cBemrenomydennka [aBpuia Pajuha
u3 Hosor 6paa, pogom ca KocoBa, mpementeH y oHpia-
mwy OHoromt, gaHamsy Hukmnh, HasBao Ty enap-
xujy VIcTOYHO-XepleroBaukoM wmm XepleroBayka
Apyra emapxuja a OH je 0CTa0 3ajeJHUYIKMN.

XopnTe 3eM/bOM Ca ITYHO Bjepe U Hafie U /bybOaBy,
HOpY4YMo je BhajguKa AraHacuje, jep Huje fo0po fa
JIMaMO MP>KIbY IpeMa OUIo KOMe jep OHa IIpuje cBera
y61ja oHOTa KOju Mp3, pasapa My jeAMHCTBO:

»HeMoj ma ce roppgumo, 6yqumo cMupenn. Majka
boxja, gjeBojunna og ocaM roguHa Kaj je yBegeHa y
xpam boxxuju u mocnuje mmra kop pobake Jemncase-
Te, MajKe Jopana Kpcrurespa, ciijeBaia je mjecmy: Be-
nmya gyma moja focmoga  o6papmoBa ce gyx moj bo-
ry Cmacy momy. lllto mornema Ha cMupeme CIy-
mkume CBoje, jep of caga he me 3Batn 6maxkeHoM
CBM HapalmTaju. A oHfa, T0Aaje jemHy BpIo KyOOKy
Mucao, fa 6orare focrop pacTypy MucIuMa ropaum
cpua \BUxoBora.“

O6jacHuo je ma je MOfepHM 4YOBjeK IIOCTAO IIN-
30¢peH, 3aTO MITO Ce TOPAU U MYIC/IU JIa OH MHOTO 3Ha-
41, a yCTBapy, KaKo je peKao IIpaBe/IHM OB, 3aBpllaBa
Kao XpaHa L[pBUMa y Tpo0y:

»Heka ce mpucjere cBu oHN Koju xohe Hacmbe
IIpxBu boxjoj, na je IlpkBa boxja Hemo6jennBa, He-
onopuBa. Ceetu Hemama Koju ce pofuo oBfje, npe-
Beo je oHO rpuko Vicyc Xpucroc nob6jehyje (HUKA)
- Mcyc Xpucroc opone, Tako ImuIe OKO HEroBora
KpCTa, jep 1o je cuna Lipkse ga oHa ogonieBa Hanmagu-
Ma. Benuku cBeTurebn, Kao Jopan 31aToycTu, roBo-
pwm cy IIpkBa Xpucrosa je HamagaHa, anu naba
Xpucrosa Hukag Hehe moTonyTu. 3aTo crojumo fo-
6po, crojumo ca cmepHourhu 1 ucnoBjerajmMo Bjepyy
Cgety Tpojuiry. OcraHeMO 6OTOMUKY 1 60OTOYEKIHYI-
BI, 1 bor he 6utn ca Hama, Ham bor ce Tako u 30Be:
C Hama je Bor - EMmanynn. VI He 60jMo ce Hukora“,
3aK/by4MO je y CBOjOj Oecjenu BIajjyika yMUPOB/bEHU
3aXyMCKO-X€pLIerOBaYKM I. ATaHacuje.

Becna [lesuh
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OTBOpPEHO MICMO NPEICETHUKY
pae lope Muny hykanosuhy

Orarn I'ojko IlepoBuh
Pektop 6orocnosuje Cs. [Terpa Iletumckor Ha lleTumy

[lomrrosanu r. mpescjenunye Lipne Iope,

Ha cjeBepy ppixaBe unju cTe mpencjennmK, y rpapy bujenom
[lorpy, Hamasu ce peBHa LpKBa cBeTuX anocrona [Terpa u ITas-
M. 3a mweHe borocayxoeHe morpede je y 12. BUjeKy, OHAIIIbI
XYMCKI KHe3, 1a0 pyKorcary jeBanberbe, Koje ce uyBa 0 JaHac.
OBaj nMIIO3aHTHY MMCAHVU CIOMEHMK M JIpary/b IPHOrOpCKe
KyIType, 30Be ce Mipociasbeso jeBanberbe, 1o 1MeHy nome-
HYTOI KHe3a Hapyunola Koju je pohenn crpui ceeror Case He-
mamnha. Y bepanama nmocroju Manactip ‘hypbesn crymosn,
Kora je carpajmo 6par o crpuija ceror Case. A Ha Ipyroj cTpa-
HU LIPHOTOPCKOT CjeBepa, IlanuHa [lypmMutop dyBa Tononmme
Caun kyk 1 CaByHa BOJIa, Ka0 ¥ HapOJIHA Mpefiarba Be3aHa 3a
ceror Casy (pennmo oHo 0 HacTaHKy LIpHor jesepa...) Kojuma
TOTOBO /Ia HeMa Opoja. Y cpeuibeM Mojacy Halle JpykaBe, Ha-
Jlase ce TeMe/by LIPHOTOPCKE YXOBHOCTH, MaHacTupy Mopaua,
[Tusa n Ocrpor. [Ipsor je, cpeannom 13. BijeKa MOAUTa0 CUHO-
a1l ceetora Case, Ipyror ¢y y 16. BUjeKy IOJMI/IN XePLETOBauKN
mutporomnty, u 6ynyhu nehkn marpujapen (HacpeHmim ce-
Tocasckor TpoHa) Cokonosuhu, 0k je Tpehn HuKao nogsurom
cseror Bacuimja OcCTpoIIKOL, ¢/1apa My ¥ MUIOCT, TOKOM 17.
Bijeka. OCTPOLIKY MAHACTHP je YKpallleH MOK/iA M Haj/berInM
¢peckama csetor Case, a pasjor TOMe je YNbEHNIIA 1A je CBeTH
Bacummje pyxomnonoxen 3a xepieropaykor eruckora y Ilehkoj
naTpujapIImji, u Aa je mdHo 6opasno y Xunangapy (cBeTocas-
CKOj 3a71y’KOMHM) 0 K0joj je OpMHYO [0 Kpaja CBOTA 3eMHOT X~
BOTa.

Cnymrrajyhu ce Ka IpHOTOPCKOM jyTy 071a31MO JI0 IPECTo-
Hor Lletuma, raje je pykom nporobakona ®wmma Pamyesnha
3a01/bEXKEHO JIa je TIpBa L[PHOrOpCKa M3penda XumHe = YCK-
MIMKHNUMO ¢ /by6aBby Cetuteby Cay” yunibeHa 1856. rofiHe y
npucycyTy Kiasa [lanmia n kwerme [lapunke. Osum je
HACTaB/beHa TPAIUIMjA JOKYMEHTOBAHA y KIbUTaMa U3 IITaMIIa-
puje Llprojesnha n kacuuje boxxupgapa Bykositha (kpaj 15. 1 110-
YeTak 16. Bujexa) ga ce ceety Casa Hemamnh y mpHOropcekim
XpaMOBMMa IpHje 500 FOJIMHA, TPOC/IAB/bao KA0 3AIOBje/[HA C/1a-
Ba, OJHOCHO HApOYMTH LIpKBeHU IpasHuk! Y BpemeHy Kibasa
Hukone nogurnyte cy asuje ceocke Lpkse y KaryHckoj Haxuju
(jenna Ha Hberymmma, apyra y hexmthuma) — ceetom Casu y
ciomen! (ITopeherma panu, y nctoj T0j CrapoLpHOropckoj Ha-
XUj, HY jeflaH IPYT¥ CBETUTE/b U3 HAILET POJia, HItje MMAOo XpaM
Koju My je nocehen — n3yses oxor cseror [lerpa Lletnmckor Ha

Jlosheny, koju cmo, 1a Ham bor onpoctu, cpyumn!) Ceeror Ca-
BY Ka0 KPCHY C/IaBY, M/ Kao IPUCTYKOY, CBETKYjy OpojHa Opar-
creay Llpnoj lopu (Ipaxoso, bamann, [iBa. ..),a y koHaimjckom
Kpajy y LeTUILCKO] OMIITUHM, by 1 JaHac nocre CaBuny He-
JIje/by, OCT KOju Tpaje ceflaM JIaHa, YIIPaBo Of JoBarb/laHa 20. ja-
Hyapa, 11a jo CaB1H/aHa 27. jaHyapa.

O xynry cseror Cae Ha LIPHOTOPCKOM HPUMOPJy 110CTOje
6pojHa 11 pasHOBPCHA CBje0YaHCTBA. O IbIMa HaM JIMjerIo Tie
Crjenan Murpos /by6ua. Kpaj Mopa je n Hajsehu 6poj xpamo-
Ba meMy rocsehen, a MeDy cBiMa cy Haj3HAYajHUjI MAHACTUP
Casuna (ca Maom 1ipkBoM cetor Case — 110 K0joj je 1110 0Baj
kpaj y Xepuer Hosom 10610 mve) 1 cabopHI CBETOCABCKN
rpazicku xpam y Tusry.

Kapa je, kpajeM 19. Bujeka, Kiba3 Hikora, 3a cBOj KibJKeBHM
paz oxf cpoujanckor Kpajba Anekcanpa O6penositha, ommiko-
BaHu opeHom cB.Case, IIPHOTOPCKI BIAJap ce Ha J00Mjare
opiieHa 3axBa/mo pujednma: Bame Bemaancrso, gparu Opare!
/ImMao cam yacT mpUMIUTH BUCOKO YBayKEHO MUCMO, TIOCIATO MU
10 HAPOYNTOM MOC/IAHUKY T. reHepaxy Munosany Ilasnosuhy.
13pasu nucma Kao 1 nopyke Koje My je yCMEHO HOJIHIO HapOyu-
T TIOC/IAHVK Off cTpaHe Bamer kpabesckor Benmyancrsa, cvma-
TpaM 3a jejlaH IparoLijeH 10kas suiie Baumx 6parckux ocjeharma
IpeMa MeHI 1 MOMe HapOJy, a Y KOPHCT HapOfa 001jy CPIICKIX
JipKaBa.

[lyboko mupnyT ocobenom maxmwom Bamer Bemruancrsa
IpeMa MOMe KIbIDKeBHOM pajly, THM Te cTe O1aronsBobern
110YacTBOBATH Me BaumM Kpa/beBCKUM BETUKUM KPCTOM pejia
HalIer oITer cprckor ceerureba Case... utH. OBaj Hukommn
OJIFOBOP, HAIIUCAH je 26. jaHyapa 1896. I. youu Casunjiana. JIsuje
fielieHnje KacHuje, 1912. T. caja Beh kpab — Hukona he ceetrom
Casu IOCBETUTH HAPOUNTY TjecMy, Y Kojoj he, nsmehy ocranor,
pehn — kaxo je ,,co60ze kKonmjeka, Hemarmuna pua [opa”

Ha kpajy osor kparkor nozicjehara Ha Halry MCTOpUjy 1 reo-
rpa(bmjy nuram cebe u Bac, rocrioguue npeacjefiHnye: mTa T0
JMIMa arpecuBHO Y Be3u ca ceetocasbeM y Lipnoj lopu? IllTa je o
4lMe CBETOCAB/be NMOHUIITABA IIPHOTOPCKM BJEPCKM 1 HAIMO-
HA/IHM UJEHTUTET — aKO HHUje YIIPABO HACK/be KOje Ce BPLIM Hay
camum ceetuM CaBoM? MoxkeMo /it ce “0Ccno00IUTH . BeroBora
JMIMEHa 1 CIIOMEHa, a JIa MOC/Mje Tora OyaeMo U HA/MK OHMMA
KOju ¢y Hac poauan v Koju ¢y Lpny [opy cTsopumn.

Oran lojko Ileposuh
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Decisions, Decisions, Decisions:
Equipping our Teenagers
to Navigate Life

Dn. Paul Zaharas

ver the past several decades the external pres-
O sures and challenges associated with parenting

teenagers have been varied. Whether it was the
introduction of rock and roll music, the “social scourge”
of the 1950’s, or the pervasiveness of today’s social net-
working explosion, parents have faced the challenge of
helping their children bridge the chasm that stands be-
tween childhood and adulthood. As Christian parents
we recognize the importance of raising Godly-minded
children and we must take appropriate steps to help
them in their journey toward Him.

Society today, through media, peer influence, and
accepted norms, can convey ideas that do not coincide
with the teachings of Orthodox Christianity. In fact, of-
tentimes, the messages that our teen children receive
from the world are in direct contradiction to the saving
message of Jesus Christ. Experiencing sleepless nights
worrying about their children falling into substance
use/abuse, sexual promiscuity and perversion, “over-
connectedness” to social media, materialism, and a
myriad of other harmful behaviors, parents at times

feel overwhelmed by the challenge of addressing all of
these issues with their teens.

In the Book of Proverbs we read, “Train up a child
in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not
depart from it. (22:6)” This sounds simple enough, but
given the variety of challenges that life throws at our
young people, how can a parent successfully prepare
their teen for every situation? The simple answer to this
question is that you can’t address each and every pos-
sible circumstance that your child will face. We know
from our own experience, as well, that there isn’t always
someone standing by, watching our every move and
steering us clear of mistakes and miscues. What we can
offer to our children, however, are the tools which are
necessary for them to address challenges on their own.

We are taught by the Church that each individual is
created in the image of God, but what does this really
mean? Without venturing into deep theological discus-
sion, we can understand being created in the image of
God to mean that we posses two of His specific attri-
butes; intellect and free will. First of all, we have intel-




lect, the ability to think. Scientists will tell us that hu-
mans have the same type of “fight or flight” instincts
that lower animals do, however, we also have the capac-
ity for higher thought in the form of problem solving
and comprehension. Likewise, God has granted to us
free will, the ability to make conscious choices, rather
than be subject to mere reflex reactions.

With this in mind, the challenge given by the direc-
tive found in Proverbs to “train up a child in the way he
should go” is much more attainable. If we are able to
teach teens to utilize their God-given intellect and free
will to make decisions that are physically and spiritu-
ally healthy, we are training them up in the way they
should go.

This being said, teenagers are notorious for making
poor decisions. Certainly this can be attributed to ma-
ny causes, two of which are that decision-making cen-
ters of the brain are not fully developed at this stage in
life, and the fact that teenagers are still trying desper-
ately to establish their own unique identities. For this
reason, Christian decision-making is a skill set that
needs some instruction and practice. Here are some
steps that you can take with your teenager:

1. It is vital to impress on our teens the importance of
making quality decisions. They need to be well
aware that decisions have consequences, and that
consequences have ripples. What is meant by this is
that the choices they make generate real results,
positive or negative, and those results affect not only
the individual, but those people and things around
them. An example that is easy to understand would
be underage drinking. The decision to illegally drink
alcohol can lead to health problems, trouble with
the law, and physical harm to oneself or others.
Likewise, those consequences spread and affect a
teen’s parents, family, and peers. In a greater sense,
sinful behavior separates us from God and this sep-
aration has a negative effect on our relationships
with others and our overall well-being.

2. Together with your teenager, indentify some deci-
sions or conflicts that are applicable to their own
lives or to your family. These issues can range from
relatively minor items with younger teens, such as
what to wear to school, to more life-changing mat-
ters like moral questions or vocation/occupation
choice. Through this exercise your child may recog-
nize choices they did not otherwise realize that they

had.

3. Help your child to carefully consider the options
that are presented with each decision. Many times
young people fail to look at the possible outcomes of
their choices prior to making them. By making a
conscious effort to weigh the potential positive and/
or negative results of their actions, teens become
better equipped in their decision-making process.

4. Clearly the most important point to remember in
developing Christian decision-making skills is to
make Christ the primary factor in every choice. A
number of years ago “What Would Jesus Do?”
(WW]JD) bracelets were very popular and encour-
aged wearers to apply that question to their every-
day actions. For us as Orthodox Christians, howev-
er, a much more basic and important question
should be asked; does this particular action lead me
closer to, or further away from God?

5. Now that your teen has considered the options and
possible consequences of their actions, let them
make their own decision. With your help they have
used their intellect and educated themselves on im-
portant aspects of a choice, and now they are ready
to exercise their free will to decide.

6. After the decision has been made and consequences
are realized, speak to your teen about the decision
they have made. By offering them constructive feed-
back you will enable them to better understand what
has occurred and how them may repeat positive, or
avoid negative outcomes in the future.

Ultimately, as members of the Body of Christ, we
are called to seek after our Lord and His Eternal King-
dom. In sharing the Christian faith with our teenage
children we, along with the Church, present to them
the choice of this path. Enabling them to be good,
Christian decision-makers gives them the opportunity
and ability to successfully take steps in this journey.

Dn. Paul Zaharas is the Director of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries for the Metropolis of Denver. He lives in
Littleton, Colorado with his wife Celia and their children
Kyriake, Maximos, and Titus.
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HEJIE/bHA HIKOJIA
CPIICKOT JE3UKA

CPIICRA ITPABOC/TIABHA ITPKBA
ITPECBETE bOT'OPOIMUIIE - UPBVH

4YUTeb Y CPIY, OCTaje y4uTeb Ma Ifie Ce Haja-

3uo! Oran bramko ITapakuc n npodecop en-

I7IECKOT je3MKa 110 3Bamy, Cama Pakomal, Koja
U cajia Ipefiaje BepOHAYKY IpU LPKBU, IPEIOXKIIN
CY /la IOYHEMO ¥ Ca YacOBMMa CPIICKOT je3uka. Onyiie-
BIJIA M€ je MJieja la BOTOHTUPAM Y LPKBU U JIe1y CPII-
CKOT TIOpeKJIa Y4MM Jja TOBOPE, YMTAjy ¥ MUIITY CPIICKY
jesuk! [la 6ymem McKpeHa, o4eKMBasa caM MyHY y4uo-
Huny! Kaza je mkosna nmoyena ca pajjoM KpajeM Mapra
2017. TOAVIHE, jefiBa Aa je 6o gBa-Tpu feteral [lemma-
BaJIO Ce Jla CeVM U 4eKaM any Huje 6uio pgene. Meby-
TUM, YIIOpHOCT ce ucmnaru! bpoj geue ce nonmako mo-
BehaBao, j1ero cy HanpenoBay, 3aBOJIeNN OBe YacoBe!
AKTUBHO y4ecTByjeMO I y IpOorpaMy IIOBOJIOM HalllUX
BenuKux npasHnka (Bupospan, Ceeru Casa). [lospe-
MEHO HaM Ce IPUK/by4ye U OHU KOjU KeJle /1a yue Hall
jesuk, Maga Hucy us Cpouje!

Oxn oBor centeM6pa CTUITIO je 1 HOjadarbe, Ipode-
COp CPIICKOT je3MKa U KibyoKeBHOCTM CseTmaHa Map-
koBuh. bpoj yuennka ce mosehasao n3 Hefebe y He-
le/by U Ha CIIUCKY Ce, 3a CaJla Ha/lasy IIPEKo JBajieceT
y4YeHMKa PasIM4YUTOr y3pacTa Kao ¥ HUBOA 3Hamba je-
3MKa. Yac mounme MOMUTBOM IIpe yYerba 1 3aBpllaBa
ce MOUTBOM IOC/Ie yuera. Opranusyjy ce Kpos Urpy,
IIaJTy, Ha Jely 3aHVM/bUB HauVH, 0 TeMaMa (KMBO-
THIbE, TOAMIIIbA H004, Ie/IOBY Te/a, XpaHa...). Ha oBuM
JacoBJMa CBAKO Hallpefyje 110 CBOjuM MoryhHocTuMa,
HeMa OlleHa 1 aTMocdepa je oIynITeHa anm pajgHal

Kemum ceuma cpehny Hosy 2020. roguny u bo-
»xuh! [la HaM oBa rofiuHa 6yzie jol yCIIelIHmja, a yIro-
Huua jour tecaujal [la meum mamo KOPEHE, na 3najy
ofjaKje noTuyay!

Yuanutemnuia Crnabhana Ilerposuh,
npodecop paspesHe HacTaBe
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Message from the
Parish Council/Board

Dear friends of the Church,
We are very excited about the momentum that we gained in the 2019 and
about initiatives that we are planning for the 2020.

Meet the Board
Let me first tell you a bit more about the members of the Board. The new
Board was established in April 2019, with about half new members to the
Board. Although we went through some turbulence, we settled with these
members of the Board:

- Aleks Zlatic - President

- Milica Gajic - Vice President

- Tatiana Richards - Secretary

- Maja Todorovic - Financial Secretary

- Marko Rakonjac - Treasurer

- Nikolay Kolev — Member

- Sandra Zlatic - Member

- Fr Blasko Paraklis — Priest
Although we are very enthusiastic about things to come, we always need
additional help to execute things better and faster. Please consider volun-
teering and helping us with any initiatives that you have interest in.
If you are interested in helping or participating in any of the initiatives list-
ed below, please contact Maja Todorovic at: majateach@yahoo.com
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The Festival

Our first major project was our traditional annual Festival that took place on November 11" and was a great
success. We focused the festival in the Orange County neighborhood and tried to attract people of all nationali-
ties. To achieve this, we named the festival as “EuroSerb Fest” and held it at the Senior Center in the Woodbridge
Community Park, the same location as the last year. Four European countries were featured by their traditional
food, drinks and deserts: Serbia, Italy, Greece and Germany.

We had a great program with music from Boba and The Bend and the Tamburitza orchestra, folk performanc-
es from multiple international folk groups, poetry, singing and dancing. Our Bookstore and Bazaar where there
for gifts, Serbian food, icons and other souvenirs. Children played in the bounce house and enjoyed a magic show
and face painting. Overall, more than 800 people attended the Festival and we received great reviews. Our grati-
tude to many vounteers for their hard work and dedication!
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Facilities Upgrade

One of the major initiatives in the final months of 2019 was the cleanup and upgrade of our Church facilities.

This was really a joint effort and it would not be possible without a huge help of many volunteers! Stanisa Co-
vic led the painting of all the walls in the Church. Maya and Nenad Djokic organized the cleanup of the entry hall,
kitchen, and the storage. Maja and Dusan Todorovic led the cleanup of the office and the library. Jasmina and
Dusan Radic designed and made the new shelves for the Serbian products and icons display. Dane Dotlich up-
graded lights in the whole facility. We also dedicated area in the Church in memory of our great donor Vera Ga-
jich, where we will feature some of Vera’s furniture, decorative pieces, art work, and books. We hope that people
will enjoy this area and feel like they are one of Vera’s guests, sitting her salon.
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Bazaar

One of the new programs that we started from the initiative of Dr. Ivanka Srbinovska is the Gift Program and
Church Bazaar.

In the Gift Program, you can donate valuable things that are not of use for you anymore, like art objects (sculp-
tures, paintings, etc.), decorative objects, antique pieces, and other.

In the Church Bazaar we will showcase donated pieces and offer them for sale. We hope that you will also shop
for these beautiful, rare and unique pieces to decorate your home, or as gifts for holidays, weddings, special occa-
sions, and other.
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Folklore Group “Dunav”

One of the most fun activities for our children is our Folklore Group “Dunav’, led by Milica Gajic. We cur-
rently have a performing group for children 10-14 years old and a recreational group for adults. Our young group
performed in many festivals this year, in Orange County, Los Angeles, and Sand Diego.

The groups meet for practices on Friday evenings, which also became a great opportunity for children to play
with other Serbian children and for parents to socialize.

Choir

The dedication, piety and joyful ministry of our choir is amazing. Their hard work pays off in the beauty of our
services. A special thanks, of course, to Valentina choir conductor, Sanja the main chanter and every choir mem-
ber for coordinating the work of the choir, and preparing for every Liturgy and every celebration - not a light task!

Educational program of the Church

Our Church School staff are Sanja Rakonjac for Bible study for children, Sladjana Petrovic and Svetlana Mar-
kovic for Serbian Language and Kolo teachers are Maja Todorovic and Milica Gajic. All these people put lots of
time and effort to work for the benefit or our children and our Church.

This is one of the most challenging areas of parish life, and we need more cooperation and volunteerism from
parents.

Fr. Blasko is giving Bible Study classes on Sundays during Lunch time. This is a great opportunity to learn
about Orthodox Christian Faith and its spirituality. We are grateful to all who attend and participate in discus-
sions.

Stewardship Program

Stewards are people who care, support, take care, and are responsible for the existence and wellbeing of our
Church. With their power to vote, Stewards make major decisions about our Church. The Board is just here to
execute them.

We are very thankful to all the Stewards who have donated and who are continually donating and supporting
our Church!

Why are STEWARDS important for Our Church? As you know, Stewardship is one of the most important
ways to raise funds for Church's daily operations. Without Stewards, the Church would not exist.

By filling a Stewardship Forms it helps us plan the budget for next year, give us your latest contact information,
and tell us that you are committed member of our Parish.

Away from our motherland, it is our Church that brings us close to God and our faith, to our roots, customs
and traditions, to our identity, and to each other. With a strong Stewardship, we have the power to do things and
insures that our Church has the resources to continue to provide services and initiatives for our growing com-
munity.

If you haven't already, please fill out the Stewardship Form for 2020.
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This commitment I
make to secure a Christ-

2020 Stewardship Pledge Form

centered life for myself NAME

and my family. ADDRESS
...to return to God the

first fruits from the gifts CITY

He has bestowed upon TELEPHONE

me.

...to assist my Lord in
the mission of spreading
His Gospel.

...to anchor my personal

I COMMIT MYSELF TO CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH THOUGH THIS PLEDGE.

TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2020: $

To be paid: ____ weekly ____ monthly ___ quarterly ___ in full
commitment in Christ,
and to do my share in SIGNED
serving His people. DATE
g J

Plan Ahead:

PARISH BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections for the 2020 Parish Board will be held at our Annual Meeting in February or March in 2020. The
exact date will be determand by the Parish Council.

Who is eligible to serve on the Parish Board?

The baptized Orthodox Christian, man or woman, who is a practicing member of the faith, participates in
the sacramental life of the Church faithfully, who seeks to live his or her life fully in accordance with the Gos-
pel and the canons of the Church and has been a member and steward of the parish prior to elections.

We have a strong and active Board today, who fairly share the responsibilities so that none have any unrea-
sonable burden. We are recruiting interested and active Board members as we pursue our long-term plans. If
you would like to serve Christ and His church by serving on the Parish Board or be on any Commitee please
contact Aleksandar Zlatic, Board President, any member of the current Board, or the Parish Priest.

Prayer for our Parish

I ask everyone to remember our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we thank You for the blessing of The Most Holy Theotokos parish in
our lives. May Your word become alive in each and every one of us who strive to follow You. Please

bless and multiply all the gifts — time, talent and treasure — which are given in thanks to benefit
our mission and glorify Your name. Bless and multiply the givers and help us all to make present
Your Kingdom. For You are the Giver of all that is good, O Christ our God, and to You we give
glory, together with Your Father who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good and life-giving
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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~ Schedule of Services <

The Divine Liturgy is served regularly at
10:00 am every Sunday and on major
Feast days at our Parish Center at Irvine
Corporate Park, 2148 Michelson Drive,
Irvine.

10:00 am:  Divine Liturgy
w:3oam:  Sunday School
12:00 pm:  Lunch

Vespers service followed by the
Sacrament of Holy Confession will be
served every Saturday at 5:00 pm

and on the eve of major Feast days

at 7:00 pm.

AKkathist Service to the Mother
of God is served on Fridays
at 7:00 pm

January 6"

BAJILE BEYE - CHRISTMAS EVE
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

Nativity Vigil at 7:00 p.m.

Yule Log Ceremony and Lenten Dinner
following church services (Ocseheme
6ajmaka 1 Bedepa MoCTIe Bedeprbe
ciyx6e). Parents, please arrive with
your children no later than 6:30 p.m.

January 7%

BOXKIh - NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST -
CHRISTMAS

Festive Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
and Christmas lunch following.

January 8%

SYNAXIS OF THE MOST
HOLY THEOTOKOS
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 9"

ST. STEPHEN THE FIRST
ARCHDEACON AND MARTYR
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

January 11"
SERBIAN NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
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Serbian New Year’s celebration will be
held at our Church facility!

January 14™
ST. BASIL THE GREAT - New Year's
Day - Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

NO FASTING FROM JANUARY 7*
THROUGH AND INCLUDING
JANUARY 17

In celebration of Christmas we do not
fast at all (even on Wednesdays and
Fridays) from January 7 through and
including January 17. On January 18,
however, we fast rigorously (no meat/
poultry, dairy products/eggs or fish) in
preparation for the Feast of Epiphany
on January 19"

January 18"

THEOPHANY EVE - KPCTOBJIAH
Divine Liturgy & Great Blessing

of Water 10:00 a.m.

Bring your empty bottles for holy water.

January 19™

THEOPHANY- BOTI'OJAB/bEILE
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Followed by Great blessing of Water.

January 20"

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

- CB.JOBAH KPCTUTE]b
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

OCBEREILE BOIUIIOM -
EPIPHANY HOME BLESSINGS

TO BEGIN JANUARY 18

We begin this new year with a great joy.
Joy for the growth and stability of our
beloved parish. Joy for our brotherhood
in Christ in His Holy Church. As such,
we should manifest that joy by asking
for His blessings each year. A way to
concretely ask for such a blessing is to
have our homes blessed each year

by a priest.

This is long-standing tradition in the
Orthodox Church. Each year after the
Feast of Theophany, we schedule the
blessing of homes. Please contact me as
soon as possible to schedule the blessing
of your home or business.

PREPARATION FOR ST. SAVA
PROGRAM

If you want your child to participate in
the St. Sava program, please contact the
priest @ 949 702-0706. All children who
are participating in the St. Sava program
must practice the poems at home and
attend rehearsals. The celebration will
take place on Sunday January 26",

January 27"
ST. SAVA
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

February 12

CABOP CB. TPI JEPAPXA -
SYNAXIS OF THE THREE HOLY
HIERARCHS - Cs. JIurypruja mouehe
y 10:00 4acoBa npe noxxe. The Holy
Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00 a.m.

February 15"

CPETEILE T'OCIIO[JILE - MEETING
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IN
THE TEMPLE - PRESENTATION.
Cs. JIutypruja nouehe y 10:00 yacosa
npe nogHe. Holy Divine Liturgy will
begin at 10:00 a.m.

GREAT LENT

Great Lent starts on Monday, March
2" and will end on Paschal Sunday
on April 19%.

Make a sincere Lenten effort to pray,
fast, give alms and journey with our
parish in as many of the services as is
possible. More quiet, less noise, more
prayer, more Confession, less food,
more Scripture, less TV should be a
goal. The ultimate goal is fasting from
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sin and Transfiguration of our life in
Christ. The Liturgy of Presanctified
Gifts will be served on Wednesdays
and Fridays during Lenten Season.
The Presanctified Divine Liturgy
will be served on Wednesdays

at 7:00 p.m. and on Fridays at
10:00 a.m. The Great Cannon of
St. Andrew will be served every
evening during the First week of
Lent at 7:00 p.m. Please join us!

March 22
AMIATEHIT“
The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.

On Fasting

St. John Chrysostom Archbishop of
Constantinople Fasting is a medicine.
But medicine, as beneficial as it is, be-
comes useless because of the inexpe-
rience of the user. He has to know the
appropriate time that the medicine
should be taken and the right amount
of medicine and the condition of the
body which is to take it, the weather
conditions and the season of the year
and the appropriate diet of the sick
and many other things. If any of these
things are overlooked, the medicine
will do more harm than good. So, if
one who is going to heal the body
needs so much accuracy, when we
care for the soul and are concerned
about healing it from bad thoughts, it
is necessary to examine and observe
everything with every possible detail
Fasting is the change of every part of
our life, because the sacrifice of the
fast is not the abstinence but the dis-
tancing from sins.

Therefore, whoever limits the fast
to the deprivation of food, he is the
one who, in reality, abhors and ridi-
cules the fast. Are you fasting? Show
me your fast with your works. Which
works? If you see someone who is
poor, show him mercy. If you see an
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enemy, reconcile with him. If you see
a friend who is becoming successful,
do not be jealous of him! If you see a
beautiful woman on the street, pass
her by.

In other words, not only should the
mouth fast, but the eyes and the legs
and the arms and all the other parts
of the body should fast as well. Let
the hands fast, remaining clean from
stealing and greediness. Let the legs
fast, avoiding roads which lead to sin-
tul sights. Let the eyes fast by not fix-
ing themselves on beautiful faces and
by not observing the beauty of others.
You are not eating meat, are you? You
should not eat debauchery with your
eyes as well. Let your hearing also
fast. The fast of hearing is not to ac-
cept bad talk against others and sly
defamations. Let the mouth fast from
disgraceful and abusive words, be-
cause, what gain is there when, on the
one hand we avoid eating chicken
and fish and, on the other, we chew-
up and consume our brothers? He
who condemns and blasphemes is as
if he has eaten brotherly meat, as if he
has bitten into the flesh of his fellow
man. It is because of this that Paul
frightened us, saying: “If you chew up
and consume one another be careful
that you do not annihilate your-

selves” You did not thrust your teeth
into the flesh (of your neighbor) but
you thrusted bad talk in his soul; you
wounded it by spreading disfame,
causing unestimatable damage both
to yourself, to him, and to many oth-
ers. I f you cannot go without eating
all day because of an ailment of the
body, beloved one, no logical man
will be able to criticize you for that.
Besides, we have a Lord who is
meek and loving (philanthropic) and
who does not ask for anything be-
yond our power. Because he neither
requires the abstinence from foods,
neither that the fast take place for the
simple sake of fasting, neither is its
aim that we remain with empty stom-
achs, but that we fast to offer our en-
tire selves to the dedication of spiri-
tual things, having distanced our-
selves from secular things. If we regu-
lated our life with a sober mind and
directed all of our interest toward
spiritual things, and if we ate as much
as we needed to satisfy our necessary
needs and offered our entire lives to
good works, we would not have any
need of the help rendered by the fast.
But because human nature is indiffer-
ent and gives itself over mostly to
comforts and gratifications, for this
reason the philanthropic Lord, like a
loving and caring father, devised the
therapy of the fast for us, so that our
gratifications would be completely
stopped and that our worldly cares be
transferred to spiritual works. So, if
there are some who have gathered
here and who are hindered by somat-
ic ailments and cannot remain with-
out food, I advise them to nullify the
somatic ailment and not to deprive
themselves from this spiritual teach-
ing, but to care for it even more. For
there exist, there really exist, ways
which are even more important than
abstinence from food which can open
the gates which lead to God with
boldness. He, therefore, who eats and
cannot fast, let him display richer
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almsgiving, let him pray more, let
him have a more intense desire to
hear divine words. In this, our somat-
ic illness is not a hindrance. Let him
become reconciled with his enemies,
let him distance from his soul every
resentment. If he wants to accom-
plish these things, then he has done
the true fast, which is what the Lord
asks of us more than anything else. It
is for this reason that he asks us to ab-
stain from food, in order to place the
flesh in subjection to the fulfillment
of his commandments, whereby
curbing its impetuousness. But if we
are not about to offer to ourselves the
help rendered by the fast because of
bodily illness and at the same time
display greater indifference, we will
see ourselves in an unusual exagger-
ated way. For if the fast does not help
us when all the aforementioned ac-
complishments are missing so much
is the case when we display greater
indifference because we cannot even
use the medicine of fasting. Since you
have learned these things from us, I
pardon you, those who can, fast and
you yourselves increase your acute-
ness and praiseworthy desire as much
as possible.

To the brothers, though, who can-
not fast because of bodily illness, en-
courage them not to abandon this
spiritual word, teaching them and
passing on to them all the things we
say here, showing them that he who
eats and drinks with moderation is
not unworthy to hear these things but
he who is indifferent and slack. You
should tell them the bold and daring
saying that “he who eats for the glory
of the Lord eats and he who does not
eat for the glory of the Lord does not
eat and pleases God”

For he who fasts pleases God be-
cause he has the strength to endure
the fatigue of the fast and he that eats
also pleases God because nothing of
this sort can harm the salvation of his
soul, as long as he does not want it to.

Church Newsletter « Nativity of Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church, O. County, CA «

Because our philanthropic God
showed us so many ways by which we
can, if we desire, take part in God’s
power that it is impossible to men-
tion them all. We have said enough
about those who are missing, being
that we want to eliminate them from
the excuse of shame.

For they should not be ashamed be-
cause food does not bring on shame
but the act of some wrongdoing. Sin
is a great shame. If we commit it not
only should we feel ashamed but we
should cover ourselves exactly the
same way those who are wounded do.
Even then we should not forsake our-
selves but rush to confession and
thanksgiving. We have such a Lord
who asks nothing of us but to confess
our sins, after the commitment of a
sin which was due to our indiffer-
ence, and to stop at that point and not
to fall into the same one again. If we
eat with moderation we should never
be ashamed, because the Creator gave
us such a body which cannot be sup-
ported in any other way except by re-
ceiving food. Let us only stop exces-
sive food because that attributes a
great deal to the health and well-be-
ing of the body.

Let us therefore in every way cast
off every destructive madness so that
we may gain the goods which have
been promised to us in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ and the Father
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Brothers and Sisters, let us begin
the Fast with joy!

Confessions

Every Orthodox Christian makes
the effort to keep the fast to the best
of ones physical ability, increase
prayer during Lent, read the Scrip-
tures, do charitable works, and attend
as many services as possible. Part of
the Lenten effort is to make the jour-

ney to the Sacrament of Confession.
Confessions are avilable on Fridays
after the Akathist service; Saturdays
after Vespers, and by appointment. I
do not mind making appointments if
you cannot come on Fridays or Satur-
days!

THE ANNUAL

PARISH MEETING

You are hereby invited to attend the
Annual Meeting of our Parish, which
will be held at our Parish Center, 2148
Michelson Dr., Irvine, California, on
a Sunday, at the end of February or
beginning of March (the exact date to
be determand), following the Divine
Liturgy and lunch. It is imperative
that all of our faithful attend this
meeting to discuss the many impor-
tant matters about the future of our
Parish.

The Parish Board will present the
financial statement for 2019, and a
budget proposal for 2020.

Please invite the people you know
to join you. Also, it is essential that
you submit your Parishioner Applica-
tion and Stewardship Pledge Forms
before the meeting to become a
member in good standing. If you do
not have these Forms, please contact
Fr. Blasko @ (949) 702-0706. In an-
ticipation of your presence at this
meeting, we remain,

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Blasko Paraklis, Parish Priest

Aleksandar Zlatic, President

OFFERINGS of wine for Holy Com-
munion, oil for the vigil lamps, can-
dles for the Holy Altar table, and in-
cense for services may be made by
contacting the parish priest. The cus-
tomary donations are as follow: for
vigil lamps, $20.00; wine, $10.00 per
bottle or $65.00 per case; candles for
the Holy Altar, $30.00; and incense,
$40.00
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Muxaun EsrpadoBuy CantbikoB-
-lllenpun CBATOYHBIN paccKas
(13 My TeBbIX 3aMEeTOK YMHOBHIKA

18**Tofy, M MMEHHO B HOYb Ha pOXJeCTBO XpUCTOBO,

HPUIIOCH MHE eXaTb IO OONbIIOMY KOMMeEPYecKO-

My TPaKTy, BefylieMy OT ropoga CpbIBHOTO K YCTb-
JIéMMHCKOI MpuCTaHN. «3aBTpa WM, Iydlle CKa3aTb, Aaxe
CerofiHs1, 60/IBILION TPA3AHUK, — JYMAJ 51, — HeT TOTO Ye/oBeKa
B 1IeJIOM ITPaBOCTIABHOM MUPe, KOTOPbIiT ObI Ha 9TOT [ieHb He
YCIIOKOMJICA ¥ He TIpefiasicad BCeM OTpafjaM CeMeITHOTO 0Yara;
HeT TOJ YOOTroi XVDKUHBI, KOTOpas He OCBETUIACh Obl Ipu-
BETHBIM JIYYOM PajOCTV; HET TOTO HUIIET0, 6e3TOMHOIO 1
YBEYHOTO, KOTOPBIiI He MCIBITAI Obl Ha cebe 61aroTBOpHOE
TeliCTBO BeMMKOro mpaspgHukal f ogMH roppKuM HacUIb-
CTBOM CyAbOBI BBIHYK/IEH €XaTb B 3Ty 3MMHIOI, MOPO3HYI0
HOYb, Me)K)j[y TE€M KaK BCE MbBIC/IM TAK €CTECTBEHHO U TAK HE-
YHEPXKUMO CTPEMSTCA K TEIIOMY YIUIy, eXaTh 00T BeCTb Kyfa
¥ 60T BeCTb 3a4eM, [ePecTaTh KUTb CAMOMY ¥ MeIIaThb XUTb
ApyruM?» MBIC/IV 9TU HEOTCTYIIHO OCAX/AIN MOIO TOTIOBY I
Jienaj IOJI0KeHVIe Moe, 11 0e3 TOTO HelpUSTHOE, OYTH He-
BBIHOCHMBIM. Bce BOCTIOMMHAHMS IeTCTBA C UX 6€3MsATEKHbI-
MU, O3ap€HHbIMU MATKMM CBETOM KapTUHaMU, BCE nyqume
Yachl U JaXe MTHOBEHMA MOEro IPOIUIOTO, KaK HapOYHO,
BOCCTABa/IN Tlepefio MHOM CaMbIMU CUMIIATMYHBIMH, TACKAI0-
My cBouME cropoHamn. «Kak 610 Torga xopoio! — ot-
3BIBAJICSI TVIXWII TOTIOC IJie-TO HAaJIeKO, B CaMOlt ITyOyHe Moelt
LYLIN, — ¥ KaK, HAIIPOTHUB TOTO, BCe Teleph HEPHUIOTHO U Oe3-
Y4acTHO BOKpYT!»

Knbutka Mexxpy TeM OBICTPO KaTuiach, OFHOOOPa3HO U
MEpHO IIOCTYKMBAsI IEPEAKOM 00 YCTYIIbI, BBIOWTHIE KOIIBITA-
MM BO3OBBIX JIolIafieil. Jlopora y3eHbKOI CHErOBOJ JI€HTON
Oexama Bce BIAMb M Ba/b; KOTOKOMBLBI, NPUBS3aHHBIE K
HI3eHBKOI Iyre KOPEHHNUKA, Oy OLieIIeHEeBIIYI0 OKPeCT-
HOCTDb TO SICHBIM ¥ OTYET/TMBBIM 3BOHOM, KOI7Ia JIOIIAfu Oe-
K/ PBICHIO, TO KAKMM-TO OECIOpSIOYHBIM TY/IOM, KOrja
OHI ITyCKA/INCh BCKa4b; 10 BpeMEeHaM 3TOT 3BOH U T'y/I CMeIN-
BaJICA C BU3TOM II07103b€B, KOI7Ia OHN BPE3bIBAJIVICh B IIOOCY
PBIXJIOTO CHEra, HAHECEHHYI0 BHE3aIIHbIM BUXPEM, II0 BpeMe-
HaM BIlepeny KMOUTKY TOFHMMANOCh M HECKONBKO MIHOBe-
HUIT CTOSIO HeIBYDKHO B BO3[[yXe 00/1aKO MOPO3HOI b,
3acTias co00it BCIO OKPECTHOCTD... JOpbI, peuki, oBparn
— BCe KaK OYATO 3aMeprio, Bce CeNanoch 0e3pasnuyHbIM MOf
MYLINCTOIO MeIEHOI0 CHeTa.

«3ayeM 51 eny? — becrpecTaHHO MOBTOPSII 51 caM cebe, I10-
JKUMasICh OT IPOHMKABIIETO MEHS XOJIOfA, — 3aTeM /I, YT00
0eCrome3Ho ¥ MPOM3BOIBHO BIAIaTh B )KM3HD U CIIOKOJCTBIIE
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cebe MOJOOHBIX? 3aTeM /I, YTOO YHOBNETBOPUTD U3BECTHOM
TOTPEOHOCTI BpeMeHV W obIecTBa? 3aTeM /M, HAKOHET,
4TO6 IpecIefoBaTh CBOV IMYHbIE e ?»

W pasHble CTpaHHBIE, IPOTUBOPEUMBbIE MBICTH OfHA 3a
IPYToit OTBeYam MHe Ha 3TOT Borpoc. To fyManock, 4To BOT
IpMeny 51 B YKa3aHHYI0 MHE MECTHOCTb, IPUIOUYCh, C TOPEM
II0II0/IaM, B KYpHOIT u36e, OyAy IO LielbIM AHAM IIATaTbCH,
H}IyTaTb B HEMIPOXOAMMDIX JI€CaX U VICKATD... «Yero x JICKATbD,
OJJHAKO >K?» — ME/IbKHY/Ia BAPYT B FOTIOBY MBIC/Ib, HO, HE OCTa-
HaB/IMBAsCh HA 9TOM BOIPOCE, IPOJO/DKA/NA MPepPBAHHYIO
paboTy. VI BOT 51 OIATb CPefyt CHETOB, CPel CYBOEB, CPey
JIECHOY Yally; s XJIONOYY, 1 BBIOMBAIOCh U3 CUIL... U, HAKO-
Hell, MOe yCepfue, TO ycepue, KOTopoe Bce IIPeBO3MOraeT,
yBeH‘H/IBaeTCH IIOTHBIM YCHCXOM, niAa Honyqa}o BO3MOXXHOCTb
HAC/agUThCA IJIOAAaMIU MOETO TPYHOIIo0Ms... B BUfie TpeX-
yeThIpex 6a0, MOMYINYXMX, MOMYC/IeIbIX, HOTy0e3HOIUX, 13
KOTOPBIX MyIafiiell He MeHee cemupecsaty net!.. «locmopnu! a
HY KaK Jja OHVI IIPOCIBILIA/NN KaK-H1OYAb? — MIeImYeT MHe TOT
JKe BPKJeOHBIIT TO/I0C, KOTOPBIiL, OYeBUIHO, CIUTAET 005-
3aHHOCTbIO BCE€ MOM MEYTHI OTPaB/IATb COMHEHUAMY, — 4TO,
ecrt EBandus... E-Ban-du-a!.. xyma-unOynb ckpouracs?» Ho
C Ipyroii CTOpPOHBI. .. 3a4eM MHe EBandus? 3aueM MHe Bce 9TH
6a0bI? 1 KOMY OHM HYXKHBI, KOMy OT TOTO yOBITOK, YTO OHM
YLUIM KyJia-TO B DJIYLIb, CIOKUTb TaM CBOM CTapble KOCTH?
A Bce-Taku xopouro 6bl, kKabb1 EBanduio Ha MecTe 3acraT!..
[IpuBenu Obl ee kKO MHe: «Ara, rony6yuika, Te6A-To MHe 1
HY>XHO!» — cKasai ObI 5. «IIo3BosbTe, Balle BEICOKOOIAropo-
Iue! — menHyn 6bI MHe B 9TO BpeMsI CTAHOBOJ IIPYCTaB (TOT
CaMblif, KOTOPbIil U37I0BUT EBaHuI0, TOKYAA 5 CULieN B Kyp-
HOJ 1130€ V1 OT CKYKM IIOCBUCTBIBAT), — IO3BOJIbTE-C; ST HO3HATL,
4TO B TAKOJ-TO MECTHOCTH €llle CTOJIbKO-TO 6€3HOTUX CTapyX
cekpeTHO mpoxkuBaeth — «O 6oxxe! 1a 310 MpoCTO MOFAPOK!»
— BOCK/IMLAIO A1 (He IOTOMY, 4T00 y MeHs ObLIO 3/10€ cepaLe,
a IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, YTO 51 YK 3apBAJICSl B IOPBIBE YCEPAVIA), U
CHOBA CIIEIY, U 3a/IbIXAl0Ch, ¥ OTKpBIBaM0... [ocmoau! 4to 5
OTKpbIBao!.. UTo X, OfIHAKO X, 113 3TOTO0, K KAKOMY P€3y/IbTa-
Ty BepyT otu yewmsi? K toMy iy, 4T06 mepeBepHYTH BBEPX
JTHOM >KU3Hb JlecATKa HOTyUCTIeBINX cTapyx?.. Het, BuaHO,
B CaMOJl MBIC/IUTE/IBHOI MOeJI CIIOCOOHOCTY MIMeeTCs KaKoil-
HMOYAb MOPOK, YTO 5 JaKe He MOTY HAiTV IPUINYHOTO OT-
BeTa Ha BOIIPOC, 6e3 TOro, YT06 CHOBA JEIICTBIEM KaKOTO-TO
JI0CAJTHOTO BOJIIEOCTBA He BO3BPATUTHCS BCE K TOMY JKe BO-
IPOCY, U3 KOTOPOTO IePBOHAYA/IBHO BBILIET.
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Mexpy TeM II0BO3Ka HauajIa BCe Yallle U Yallje IIOCTYKUBATh
IIepeIKOM; TI0/I03bs, [0 BpeMeHaM PacKaTbIBAsACh, CKOTb3UII
10 00/IeleHeNIOMY Yepeny JOPOTH; BCe 9TO COCTABIIAIO HECo-
MHEHHbIJI IPU3HAK XWU/IbA, U JENICTBUTENbHO, BEICYHYBIINCH
"3 KUOUTKH, YBUJIET, YTO MbI BhEXa/IN B 00JIBIIIOE CETIO.

- Bor u go MecTa goexanu! — MOIBIU/I AMIVK, IOBOPA4M-
BasICh KO MHe.

3anHpeBeBIIas ero 60poa 1 YKAIKIiT GeNblil TOHUTOK, CO-
CTaB/IABLINIL, BMECTE C IBIPABBIM U COBEPLIEHHO BBIT€PTHIM
HOJTYIIYOKOM, eIMHCTBEHHYIO €r0 3alIUTy OT JIITOTO MOPO-
3a, Opocumich MHe B 1asa. CTpaHHOe OIIYILIeHMe MCIBITA
s B 91y Munyty! Xots u obneneHensie 60popbl, 1 Xynble Oe-
JIble TIOHUTKM [0 TOTO MPUMEIbKaIICh MHE BO BpeMs MOUX
YaCTBIX CKUTAHWII IO JOPOTaM, YTO 5 IOYTH IIepecTan obpa-
IaTh Ha HYX BHMMAaHMeE, HO TYT S COBEPLIEHHO HEBOTbHBIM
Ul €CTECTBEHHBIM IyTeM IIOCTAaBJIeH OBUT B HEBO3MOXXHOCTb
06011 UX.

«Kak-To mpumetcs Tebe BCTPETUTh XPUCTOB MPasaHUK! —
HOfyMas £ ¥ TYT 5Ke, II0 KAaKOMY-TO 030pPHOMY COIPSIKEHNIO
upeit, IpuOaBWIL: — A 5 BOT e[y B TEIION 1Iy0e, a He B IOHNUT-
Ke... TBI CUAJIIb Ha 0O/My4Ke 1 OeCrpecTaHHO BCKAKVBAEIIb,
4TO0 IOIyraTh KHYTOM IIepPeHIO JIOWAaab, a s CIKY cebe
PasBa/IMBIINCD ¥ 3aHMMAIOCh MEUTAHVAMI. .. ThI JOJDKEH 0y-
JIeliTb, KaK Ipyefielllb Ha CTAaHIMIO, TIPeXK/ie BCEro IomIazieil Ha
MOpO3e pacIipeyb, a s B0 BeCTH ce0sI IIPAMO B TEILIO, BEJII0
MOCTaBUTh CAMOBAP, BEJII0 HATTOUTH ceOs1 YaeM, Beo coOpath
MIOXOJHYIO KPOBAaTh U 3aCHY CHOM HEBUHHBIXY. ..

B cerne 6b1710 mycTO; OBLI IIECTONE Yac yTPa, a B 9TO BpeMs,
KaK M3BECTHO, 110 OOJIBIINM IIPa3THMKAM UAET yKe 00eqHs
B Te€X Ceflax, Iie HeT MOMEIIMKOB 1 Ifie MacCy IPMXOXaH Co-
CTaB/IA€T Cepblii HApOA. V efiCTBUTENbHO, XOTS Mbl MOYTH
MTHOBEHHO ITPOMYA/INCh MUMO LIEPKBU, HO A yCIIeNl, CKBO3b
OTBOPEHHYIO €€ IBepb, PACCMOTPETh, YTO OHA IOJHA HAapo-
JIOM, YTO IJTyOMHA ee TOPUT OTHAMY IIO-TIPa3fHIIHOMY U YTO
TYCTOI1 Tap CTOUT HaJ TOJIIIOI0, OfieBask TYMaHOM ¥ 60roMO/Ib-
LI€B, Y APKO OCBEIEHHbI NKOHOCTAC.

Konenmen nmosgpas

HenoBropuMoTO M HENMOCTIDKMMO TaiHCTBO Ha
PoxmecTBOTO HEMOPOYHO, Ipa3HyBaMe OTHOBO B IO-
cseteHuTe bory xpamoBe n o6mTenn!

OTHOBO NPAaBOCTABHMAT HAPOJ 3aCTaBa C TNIIe KbM
CBeTas CBeTHX, ONUTBANKY ce la HocTUrHe Munocrra
u3bpana Jja ce BCelu B yTpoOara Ha KeHa, 3a Ia J0-
CTHTHe [0 3aKOpaBeniTe ChpIa ¥ T OTBBPHE OT IO0-
CTyIIaHMeTO Ha HedecTuBU:A. HeMoleH e pasymbT B
ONUTHUTe CU Aa o0xBaHe BoXkusa mpoMuchI u 0608
KBM YOBenure, n36pan ga ornage HecprrBopenns 3a
CIIaceH1eTO Ha ChTBOPEHUTeE.
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Haxkomery monraziyt 0CTaHOBWINCH Y IIPOCTOPHOI M30bL ITO
ObITa CTAHINA, HO He IOYTOBA, I/ie, XOTb C TPEXOM IIOIO/IaM,
My TelIeCTBEHHNK MOXXET IPUIOTUTD CBOIO TOIOBY 0e3 omace-
HIA OBITH ©KEMMHYTHO BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM LIIyMOM ¥ TOBOPOM
JIOfIelt, X/IOIaHbeM [IBepeli 1 He3aChIIAIOIIE0 1eATeTbHOCTHIO
IiHs1; 9TO OblIa IpoCTas 136a, Ha3HaYeHHas 110 OTBOAY J/IS OT-
JIbIXa TTPOE3KAIONINX IO Ka3eHHOJ Hal0OHOCTY YMHOBHIKOB,
HOKy/a COMPAIOT I HUX CBEXNX 00BIBaTe/IbCKIX JIOMATIEIL.
CBCpX MO€TO OXNMAaHW:A, TOPHNUIA, B KOTOPYIO ME€HA BBE/IN,
OKa3a/ach IPOCTOPHOIO, TEIJIOK I [jaXKe IMCTO0; IO/ I BJIe-
NaHHBIE IO CTEHaM JIaBKM ObUIM HaKaHyHe BBICKOO/IEHBI 1
BBIMBITBI; TIepef; 00pasaMy Beceio TeIIIach TaMIajKa; qe-
TBIPEXYTOMbHBIN CTOT, 32 KOTOPBIM OOBIKHOBEHHO Tpamesy-
10T KpPecTbsHe, ObUI HAKPBIT YVMCTBHIM OeIbIM mepe6opoM, a B
O/VDKalieM KO BXOJY YIZie, OKOJIO OTPOMHOII PYCCKOII Tedn,
BO3M/IAach 0aba-JeHIINI[a, OYeBUIHO CIIella OKOHYUTD CBOIO
CTPAIHIO K IPUXOMY CeMeifHbIX oT obennn. Ha omHolt us na-
BOK, BO3/Ie IIepefHETr0 YITIa, CUEN C/IEHOl U BEeTXMi IefYIIKO,
BpOJie TeX, KOTOPHIMU TOYTH (haTaTnCTUYeCKN CHaOXKaeTcs
BCAAKasA CKOJIbKO-HMOYIb MHOTOYMC/IEHHAS KPECTbAHCKAs Ce-
Mbsl, U IepXKall B pyKe AepeBAHHYIO Ma/Ky, KOTOPOIO 3agyM-
4yBO 4epTu 1o nony. OH Aenan aTo JeN0 ¢ HeoObIYaiiHbIM
TeprieHneM, KaK OyTO OHO COCTAaB/IA/NO MOCIEAHION 3afady
€ro XXM3HY, U, HAIlYIIaB I1a/IKOI0 KaKy0-HUOY/Ib HEPOBHOCTb,
CepIWICS U BOPYATL

[Ipuesn Moit He IpOW3BeN, ONHAKO X, OCOOEGHHOTO BIle-
YaTIeHNs, TaK KaK, 110 CJIy4aio OTBOAA M30bI IO CTAHIINIO,
X0351eBa €e CKOPO CBBIKAIOTCA C OOIIMM BUOM YMHOBHUKA,
KOTOPOTO IOSAB/IEHNE COCTAB/IACT B KPyry MX (akKT IOYTU
eXeJHeBHbII1. [leHInIa, KOTopas, 10 pacCMOTPEHMH, OKa3a-
7ach MOJIOJYXOM, IPOJI0/Kaja YCEP/IHO JieNlaTh CBOE JIerio, a
IIeTyLIKO HO-TIPEXXHEMY BOII IIa/IKOM 110 IOTY ¥ BOPYAJI PO
ce6s1. Ha momarsx BO3WINCh 1 MOTATUBAINCD PEOATHUIIKIA.

U 1pit, HauamoTo Ha 6MaroBecTneTo M30pa ga mpe-
MIHe IIpe3 HEMO3HalIaTa MBXK, 32 []a JOCTUTHe He 0
pasyma, a 10 ChpLaTa YOBEWKM U CHOYKIANMKY B TAX
nonoxeHara ot OTia 10608 Ha CBTBOPEHUETO, /1A U3-
Bejle HOCUTENNTe VM OT CAHKATa Ha CyeTHUTE IPYDKY 1
CM'BPTTa B PAIiCKOTO Ce/IeHNe, AeTO CMBPT U IHevyas Hi-
Ma. V1 eTo, 32 IBe XMIAY U feBeTHAJeCEeTH BT Ipa3-
HyBaMe MMEHHO HAYa/JIOTO Ha BApaTa, HaJeXpgaTa M
m000BTa, M3NpaTeHN HY OT IIpeMbApOCTTA B TNIETO
na Cuna Ji, a otajiemM npoyee HalIeTo MOCBEIEHIe
Ha Jlyxa Ceraro, Ta eqHo ¢ Hero ga npeonaem!

Yecruro PoxpectBo Xpucropo! lllactinsa HoBata
2020 roguHa!l
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Orange County, California

2148 Michelson Drive

Irvine, California 92612

Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos Serbian Orthodox Church

DR. IVANKA SRBINOVSKA & DR. MILOS BOSKOVIC
13372 Newport Ave. Suite G, Tustin, CA 92780, Tel. (714) 832-2672
www. TransformationDental.com

3 JOVANA JERINIC BE= 1

Certified Public Accountant | & ———

Tel: 949.415.5415

jovana@jj-cpa.com
www. jj-cpa.com

Experienced CPA that specializes in providing the
following services to small businesses and individue
TAX PREPARATION QUICKBOOKS

ACCOUNTING PAYROLL

BOOKKEEPING BUSINESS CONSULTING

STANCOM
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction Contructor
Stanisa Stan Covic
Phone 714-812-2633
www.stancomconstruction.com

Orthodox Christian Cartoons & Comic Strips

www.ikonimation.com/FatherGabriel

A Chrigtim must be coerteous to sl His words and

Blessed is he that r oy

Wy did the Lerd give me ife? o that |

| spiein.

e might.gleclfy the name o God.
«5t. Neitarios of

&b

poor: the Lord willdeliver him || ;i contee, Remember this and
in time of trouble ~Psalm 41:1 , ~Gt. Johnof Kroestadt

DIRECTIONS.. 10 the Parish Center:

Location: Irvine Corporate Park

2148 Michelson Dr., Irvine

Between MacArthur & Von Karman
Directions: From North take San Diego Fwy 405 South. Exit
at MacArthur Blvd., south toward airport. Turn left onto

MacArthur. Turn left onto Michelson Dr. Pass Dupont. Parish
Center on right side of street.

From South take San Diego Fwy 405 North. Exit at Jamboree
Rd. Left onto Jamboree Rd. Over the freeway bridge to turn
right onto Michelson Dr. Pass Von Karman. Parish Center on
left side of street.




